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REELS ISI 


Is 
*#, 


TO THE 


READER: 


*IS not to be expeCted,. that 
the World will take. it for: 
an Excuſe of the tedious. 

elay has been made.in publiſhing. 
e 7th. Volume of the Turkiſh Spy, 

d ſay, Thatour Arabian now grows 

Id and Decrepid; is forc'd to walk 

ith a Staff or Crutch, as he him- 

If confeſſes in one of the following 
etters ;, and is beſides worn out 
ith Sickneſs and Care ; ſo that 
e cannot beſo expeditious in Buſ- 
eſs as he was in his Youth. It 
ay be ſaid, This Apology wou'd 
> more proper for the Engliſh 
ranſlator to make, were he in the 
A} ſame 


Tothe READER. 
ame Condition. But he is in his. 
Prime, in the Flower of his Age, 
Vigorous and Ative; and therefore F 
might have made more Haſt,they'll 
ſay, to oblige the World, and gra« 
tifie the ExpeQations of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who perpetually dun the 
Bookſellers for the reſt of this Mahn- 
wetan's Letters. 


Tt were eafie to anſwer this, by 
only putting you in mind, 'That he 
who undertakesto lead a flow-foot-Y 
ed, ſhort-winded, and weak Per-B" 
ſon by the Hand, and condu&@ him}! 
to his Journy's End ; muſt of Ne! 
cefſity keep the ſame Pace with his 

t 
t 
| 
{ 
| 


Charge, tho' he himſelf were ſwift 
as aStag when alone, and at Li- 
berty. Beſides, that a Man 1s apt 
ro attract a Contagion from the 
Company he keeps, and turn their 
zl] Qualities into Habits of his 


OWN... 


But 


To the READER. 


But all this is trifling, and our 
Ingliſh Tranſlator is under none of 
y 11 Fhele Circumſtances. To come 
o the Purpoſe therefore, Gentle 
ell, you will commend our Traz- 
lators Wildom, for not being in 
uch Poſt-Haſt at this JunQture, 
hen you reflect, "That like a wiſe 
Racer, tho' he gave a Start in the 
BBcginning, at firſt ſetting out, yet 
he ſoon {lacken'd his Pace, that he 
night make ſure of the Goal, re- 
>r. Ymembring the Old Engliſh Proverb, 
im he more Haſt the worſe Speed. Thus. 
ſe. he ſuffer'd Fhree Years to ſlide by 
iis him, before he reach'd 
iftYthe Second Stage. And 2d. Vol. 
.i-ftho' he began to take up 
pt his Heels more nimbly afterwards, 
1c fo as to recover by Degrees his loft 
ir & Time and Ground, yet till he did 
is Y but moderately jogg on 35 now 
ſpringing, then halting as Occaſi- 
on offer'd, and as he found his 
A 4 Strength 


To the READER. 
Strength could hold. At length 
having but.Two Stages more, won- 
der not,that he is 4 little more ted- 
ous than ordinary in this: For, he 
does it to refreſh himſelf, and keep 
his Breath for the laſt Strain of all, 
which brings the Prize: Obſerving 
herein the Od Adage, Finis Coronat 
Opus, 


As to the Lertreys contain'd in-this 
7th Yolume, there is little tro be 
taid more particular than of thoſe 
that have gone before, They 1n 
| General contain a Miſcellany of 
Hiſtorical TranſaQtions, Moral and 
Philoſophical Thoughts,interſpers'd 
here and there with Mahometan Po- 
liticks and Divinity. 


_ . Only You will find our Arabian 

engaged with' a certain Jew at V7- 
 enna, in fomenting the Dsſcoras 
of the German Empire, encourag- 
ing the Rebels of Hungary, Cro- 


atia, 
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atia, and Mutinous Prov:xces. 
You will hear of the Deaths of 
Count Serini, Frangipani, and Na- 
aaſti, who were all boheaded for 
being Ring-leaders in this Rebel- 


lion. 


The next and laſt Yolume has 
this of ſingular in it, that it will 
preſent you with the Riſe and Pre- 
terment of (ount Teckeli, who has 
made {ſo much Noiſe in the World. 
It relates many of his Publick ACti- 
ons, and not a few of his Secret In- 
trigues. In fine, it diſcovers the 
Train that 'was laid to blow up 
all Exrope into the Flame of Open 
War, and Univerſal Hoſtility , 
which to this Day conſumes the 
Livesand Eſtates offo many Thou- 
ſand Chriſtians, impoveriſhes and }. 
lays waſt whole Nations,and *tis to 
be feared will end in letting in the. 
Turks once more upon us, to our 
final Ruin and Confuſion ; ſince 
A5 thoſe. 


Tothe READER. 


thoſe Infidels never take greater Ad-+ 
vantage toInvade and Conquer the 
Dominions of Chriſtians, than when 
they find us involvd in domeſtick. 
Wars one with another. 


| TABLE 


OF THE 


| LETTERS and Matters contain- 
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LETTER I. 


Mahmut zhe Arabian at Paris, #o 
Mirmadolin, Holy Santone of 
the Vale of Sidon. 


HY was I made a Man, to en- _— 
dure theſe  Crnel Aponies , of 
which no other Species of 
known - Beings, can poflibly be 

apable > Or why, at leaſt, was I particu- 
arly Form'd- of ſuch a Conſtitution, as ro 
B attract 


2 Letters Writ by Vol. VII, 


attract the Evils which are ſcatter'd up and 
down the World, and Piece-Meal dropp'd-on 
the Nativities of other Mortal Men ; whilſt 
L alone anz made the Common Sink of Hu- 
mane Miſery ?. Surely my Partial Horoſcope 
Monopoliz'd, rhe moſt envenom'd Aſpe#s:of 
the Stars, without partaking. of the leaſt 
Benigne and Favourable Glance. "The Pla- 
acts had laid up an Ancient deep Reſerve of 
Fatal Influences, which they pour'd our at 
large- upon- tha very, Moment of my Birth, 
Nor cou'd the Careful Midwife with all her 
Skill and Charms, defend my tender, ductile, 
reeking Body, from the Inviſible Catara#s 
which flow'd upon me from all the Envi 
ous Signs and Conſtellations in Heaven, 

My whole Lite has been but One- conti- 
nu'd Tragedy, wherein the. Various Change WJ | 
of Scenes has nor” relievd me from rhefſ , 
Leaſt Real Evil hid behind, bur only a-flf { 
mus'd my Senſe with ſome New Pageantry, WW | 
ſome Fair Idea of Honour, Pleaſure or Pro-fff , 

S 
B 


fir; When before the ACT was done, [ 
found my elf cajol'd, and over-whelm'd in 
Freſh Calamities ; Misforrunes which I ncyer 

dream of. | 
Oh! that th' Omnzpotent, when from FE 
rernal ſilent Thought, he drew the Idea's of 
every Species, and every Individual Beizy, 
which he deſigr?d for Actual Exiſtence: 1n 
the World, had Form'd me for a Tree, an 
Herb, a Blade of Graſs, -a Stone, a Muſt- 
room, or any Inſenfible Thing, Incapabk 
of Pleaſure or Pain, of Grief. or Joy, or other 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions, which hourly thus torment our 
Humane Race ; I had been then a Happy 
Neuter to all falſe Shews of Happineſs, and 
u- WH Real Senſe of Miſery. Oh! that Fd been an 
P* 8 Oak,a Beech a Palm,or Cypreſsof the Foreſt : 
of WI For then, if Vegetables have any Feeling of 
lt WF their own State, I ſhou'd be only rouch'd 
la- WF with ſecret Pleaſure, when the Gentle Winds 
of WI hou'd play among my Amorous Branches, 
at WF and reach my wanton Leaves, to dance the 
th, W Meaſures of Young Harmleſs Love : Or when 
ri I felr the feaſonable Rain diſtilling on my 
le, W wither'd Bark, and from thence fliding to 
2 WI my thirſty Roots; Or when Great Phwebus 
Vi prints warm vigorous Kifſes on my Cheeks 
and Neck. Bur if this be roo proua a 
Thoughr, I wiſh I'd been only ſome Hum+ 
ble Shrub, ſome Pigmy Plant, ſome Vege- 
rable Dwarf, a Page unto the Mighty Trees, 
ſubfiſting on the Drops and Fragments of 
their large Banquers, meekly cringing ar 
their Feer ; whilit I ſtood ſafe and free from 
Storms, under the Shade of their exrendcd 
Boughs, in Happy low Obſcurity, 

When I paſs through the Fields, and ſee 
the Harmleſs Sheep browzing upon the ten- 
der Graſs, and hear them bleating ro rheir 
wanton Lambs, I cannot chute but enyy 
them a Life ſo void of Care and Pain. They 
range and ſporr at large in Flow'ry Meadows, 
near ſome Cryital Stream, or take the Pa- 


{tures of rhe Mountains: Whilſt Cheartul 
Shepherds rune their Pipes, and (ing in Pratle 
of 4maryllis, Daphne, Sylvia, or {ome other 

B 2 Nymph ; 
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Nympb ; and- watchful Dogs lie {courting on 
the Plain, to-give th' Alarm, and chaſe away 
ſly Wolves, and other Ravenous' Beaſts, 

After I've let my Envy fix it ſelf a while 
on theſe, a warbling Melody from neighbour. 
ing Groves diverts my Melancholy Thoughts, 
and rurns 'em ro new Objects. Then I la- 
ment my Fare, in that I was not made a 
Nightingale, a Thruſh, a Lark, or any of 
the Feather'd Quire, who with ſweer chear- 
ful Notes ſalute Aurora” and the Riſing Sun, 
and chirp all Day rhe Praiſes of that Source 
of Warmth and Life, who veits the Earth in 
Green Attire, who decks the Trees with 
Verdant Leaves, and fills the World with 
Light. They chirp and fly from Tree to 
Tree, from Bough to Bough, rejoycing in 
the Beams that dart and glide among the 
moving Shades of Branches rock'd by Winds. 
Their Thoughts are rake up in Bailding 
Neſts, wherein to hatch their Young, and 
ſhelrer them from Injuries. They have no 
Plors nor Politick Tricks, ro undermine each 
-other ; bur paſs away their Time in Innocent 
Securiry, and harmleſs Pleaſures. 

Merhinks, the Worms and little Reptiles 
of rhe Earth are happier far than I, They 
crawl and creep about in Hollow "Trees, 
in .Clefts of Rocks and Crannies of the 
Ground, ro hunt for Food and for Diver- 
riſement, They live at Eaſe, withour be- 
ing rack'd by ſupernumerary Cares ana Fears. 
And if ſome Ruder Foot of Man or. Beaſt 


ſhall trample them by Chance ro Death, or 
| more 
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. more malicious Hand with Srone or other 
Y Weapon ſhall wilfully bereave rhem of their 
:te I Life, 'ris done fo ſuddainly* that they've no 
Senſe of Pain : Whereas my Life's a conſtant 
Martyrdom ; a long continued Series of Tor- 
ments, | 
| I do not complain of the Diſtempers and 
of Ml Maladies which afflict my Bzdy ;- though 
thoſe are ſometimes ſo violent as ro' make 
me wiſh for Death, 'that ſo I might bear 
Eaſe: Bur 'ris the. fretting Anguiſh of my 
Mind, that forces al theſe Sighs and Excla- 
ith I Parions from me. I am embaraſsd in the 
ich WM VYorld : Snares compaſs me round abour ; 
my own Good Nature has betray'd me : 
Thoſe of my Blood conſpire againſt me ; 
the ><y bunt me up and down like a Partridge 
4s, £22 the Wood; they cloſely purſue my Lite, 
" The Kindneſſes.rthar T-have town, ſpring up 
in Blades of bitter Ingratitude and Pertidy. 
My Seminaries bring forth- Aconite and ſtink- 


* ing Weeds, inſtead of pleaſant Flowers and 
ent I /boleſlome Fruirs, "Tagor has fer his Foor 
| In all my Works. That fly interloping $pz- 
Hog rit, hates to ſee- any good Thi proſper, 
ney M2. come to Perfection : He ſteals behind us 

7 n all our Ways; and as faſt-as we weave 
ry: any Web of Vertue, he ſecretly unravels it, 
hs or deforms the Work with intermixing ſome 
M Threads of Vice. I am weary of _ A- 
==" Weainſt the Current of my Fate, Olr! Thar 


| were as though I had never been ! Thar my 

youl were drench'd in Lethe's: Forgerful 

Vaters, where all Pait Things are * buried 
B 3 in-- 
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in Eternal Oblivion ! Then wou'd my An- 
euiſh be atan end; Whereas I am now 
rowl'd abour upon a Wheel of Mileries. 

Holy Santone, when thou ſhalt read this, 
pity me ;z and amidft rby Divine Ejaculati- 
ons, dart up Mahmut's Soul to Paradiſe, on 
the Point of a ſtrong Thought, that fo at 
leaſt I may have a Moments Reſpite from 
my Conſtant Sadneſs. 


Paris, 27th. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1677. 


/ 


LETTER II. 


To ths Kaimacham. 


Here is now ſome Probability of a Peace 
berween the Engliſh and the Dutch 
Which will alſo reconcile this Crows: to that 
of Great Britain ; Since the King of Franc 
engag'd in this Yar, only on the Accoun 
of rhe Dutch, his Allies. The Advances tc 
ward this Accomodation, rook their Ri 
from the Alliance lately concluded between 
the States of the United Provinces, the Kin 
of Denmark, the Duke of Brandenburgh 
and the Princes of Brunſwick, The King 0 
England proteſts againſt the Dutch, as the 
Firſt Aggreſſors, in that they bad taken 

bove Iwo Hundred of his Merchant- n , 
before 
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before he offer'd the leaſt At of Hoſtslity. 
now i Which the States ſeeming to acknowledge. 
delire the Kzng r0 appoint fome Neutral 
this, MW Place of Treaty with them. and their Allies, 
lati-W in Order to a Peace, the Security of Navt- 
, on Il gation, and the Eitabliſhmenr of Commerce 
o at Wl for the future. 
ron Here is great Joy for the Birth of a 
young Princeſs, of whom the 2ucen was de- 
liver'd on the 2d. of the Moon of Fanuary. She 
is call d, God” s New-Tears Gift to France : In 
regartf;” the Firſt Day of that Moow begins 
the Year with the hay! 6/6 And *'tis com- 
mon among them to ſend murual Gifts and 
Preſents to one another at that 'Time, which 
theycall, New-Tears Gifts. And fo it feems, 
Go DngD has appear'd very Modiſh and 
Complaitavt, in thus timing the Nariviry of 
the _ Royal Babe : For which they expreſs 
their Thanks in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, 
and a Thouſand other Vanities. And -rtheſe 
Divertiſements continue to this Time, ir be- 
ing the Nazarenes Carnaval ; aSealon con= 
fecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty , 
Buffoonry, and all Manner of Comical and 
Ridiculous Apiſhneſs. 

During this Time, you. ſhall ſee an Infi- 
nite Variety of odd Humours, and mimical 
Actions in the open Streets, according to 
every Man's particular Phancy. Here you 
ſhall meer with one dreſs'd half th' French, 
and half 7th' SpanzſÞ Faſhion. On the lefr 
tide of his Head hangs dangling down a long 
thick curled Peruke, which reaches to his 
B 4 Breaſt ; 


8 Letters Writ by Vol. VIL 


Breaſt ; whilſt on the Right you ſee nothing 
bur his own Hair, crop'd cloſe to his Ears. 
A long Muſtach as black as Jer, graces the 
Right Side of his upper Lip; whilſt on the 
Left, he is Beardleſs as a Boy of Seven Years 
Old. And fo from Head' to Foor, he wears 
rwo contrary Garbs. One walks abour with 
Gloves upon his Feet, and Shooes upon his 
Hands : Another wears his ' Breeches like a 
Mantle on his Shoulders, brew comes a 
ſtately Coach, jogging along with grave ſlow 
gs NY dix fair Horſey, as if 
ſome Prince or Cardinal were in it5 when 
behold there's nothing bur a filly 4/5 puts 
forth his giddy Head, with flapping Ears, 
half drunk with rhe jolting, unaccuſtom'd 
Motion. Sometimes he brays aloud Is 
then the Rabble fall alaughing. A Thouſan 

other Fopperies there are, not wort | 
Knowledge: for, both the Noble and the 
Vulgar are all upon the Frolick at this Time, 
and indulge rheir wanton Fancies to the 


Height. Bur *tis a fatal Seaſon far the-poor 
Cats ; few of which eſcape the hlcrte, 
whoſe peculiar Paſtime 'ris to roſs thele Grea- 
tures in a Blanket rill they are dead; or elle 
to rye them Two and Two together by.rhe 
Tails, ard then they'll bire 'and ſcratch one 
another to Death. The Cocks allo are gene- 
rally great Martyrs during the Carnaval ; the 
Rabble have a Hundred Cruel Ways to mur- 
der them in Sport, All their Devices are 
Inbumane and Bloody, They did nor learn 
theſe prophane Courſes from Feſws, or any. 

0 


_ 
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of the Prophets or Apoſtles of God: But they 
are the Reliques of Gentile Vanity, in the 
Beginning conniv'd' at by the Prieſts, the 
eaſier to retain their Proſelires in Obedience ; 
who wou'd. rather: have parted with their 
New Rel:g:0n, than with their Old Barbarous 
Cuſtoms. And thus the Pagan Fooleries wete 
handed down to the Poſterity of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, and were adopted into the Fa- 
mily of Church Traditions : ' And Men are not 
more zealous for the Goſpel ir felf, than for 
theſe Ridiculous Prophanations of it: So dan-- 
gerous a Thing is it for Goyernours, by 'a 
Criminal Indulgence, to permir their Subjefts 
any Liberty which interferes with the Fin 
damental Principles of the Law : For, fuch a 
Diſpenſarion once granted, paſſes-into a Pre- 
cedenr, which in Proceſs of Time, becomes- 
of equal Force with the Law it (elf. And by 
{uch prepoſterous Methods of winning and re- 
taining Converts , Chriſtianity arriv'd ro the 
Height of Corruption it's now infected. with. 

Sage Miniſter, 'twas for this Reaſon Ged 
rais'd up our Holy Prophet, and gave him a 
new Law, with Power to refortn and cha- 
ſtile the Infide/s. He planted the Undefiled 
Faith with Scymeter in Hand;-not palliating 
or encouraging the ſmalleſt Vicious Practice ; 
bur ſabduing all Things by the Dinrt of Rea- 
ſon or. the Keen Edge of rhe Sword, God ha- 
ſten his Rerurn ; for the Preyarications of this 
Age require ir, 


Paris, 27th. of the 2d, Moon, | 
of the Tear 1667, B 5 LET- 
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LETTER IL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


* Believe thou haſt not forgor the Obſerva- 
< tions we us'd to make, on the Religion of 
the - Chriſtianz, when we were $/aves roge- 
ther in-Cicily. How Ridiculous ſome of their 
PraQices appear'd to us, and yer what a 
Sanctirywas manifeſt in others? How much 
we approved the Majeſty of their Publick 
Worſhip, the Solemnity of their High-Maſs, 
the Gravity of their Proceſſions? And. yet how 
great was our Diſguſt, when we conſiderd 
that all theſe Honours were perform'd to 
Figures and Statues. of Stone, Wood, Silver, 
Gold, or other Marerials, the Creatures of the 
Painter or Carver ? 

We ſcann'd their Do@rines allo, which 
we learn'd from their Prieſts and Books, and 
defcanted vartbuſly on- them, as they were 
more or leſs conform-ro the Truth, and to 
the Volume brought down from Heaven, In 
2 Word, we prais'd the Good, and cenſurd 
what was Evil in their Faith and Manners,or 
at leaſt, what we. thoughr ro be ſo; for 
herein we follow'd the Dictates, of our Edu- 
cation 

Bur now in our Riper Years, if we ſhou'd 
call over our former Thoughts, perhaps we 
ſhou'dÞe of a different Judgment, and find 
Marter to condemn eyen in our own ay 4 
ures, 
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ſures : For whatever we might then think of 
the Nazarenes; upon a maturer ſearch, I can. 
nor/ find them to be alrogether ſuch groſs 7. 
dilatersand Infidels, as we and all Muſſulmans 
are apt t9 believe, 

Thar which gives me the greateſt Scandal 
is, Thar their Do&ors entertain ſome Unwar- 
rantable Specularions about Three Subſiſtences 
in One Eſſence, and are too venturous in their 
Thoughts concerning the Eternal Generation 
of the WORLD, and Emanation of rhe 
BREATH, by which they ſay, 41 Things 
were Created, and areconſerv'd in their Be- 
ings. They teach a Dorine Repugnant to 
the Alcoran, when they ſay, That God has a 
Companion Equal to Himſelf. 

As to the Incarnation of Feſus the Son of 
Mary, the Nazarenes affert nothing bur 
what is ſuitable to the Alcoran, which tea- 
chesus, That heis the WORD of God. 
In the Hitory of his Life, they indeed come 
ſhort of rhe Muſſulmans : There being nor 
the leaſt mention made, in the whole Book 
of the Goſpel, of many Paſſages in his In- 


fancy, and tender Years, wherewith the A/- 


coran, With other Holy Books and Traditions 
of the Ancients, acquaints the True Belie- 
vers. The Meſſenger of God tells us, Thar 
Feſus ſpoke in his Cradle, refolv'd Doubts, 
cleard up Miſtakes, and preach'd the Unity 
of the "Dzvine Eſſence. Others /ritings allo 
inform us, Thar while he was Young, he 
formed the Figures of divers Birds. and 
Beaſts, of Clay and his own Spitrle, and ha- 
ving 
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ving breath'd. on them, they became Living 
Creatures, and proftrated, themſelves at his 
Feer. They relate alſo, That he made; a 
Pigeon, which flew up and down, through 
divers Regions, and brought him-News of 
whatever was done in the Courts of Foreign 
Princes; and that from the Day of his Birth, 
to thar of his Tranſlation, T welye Angels 
waited on him, and brought him down 
Food from Paradiſe. Of theſe Things .the 
COIeR are ignorant, and of many other 
Paſſages. So that in the whole, it is Evt 
dent, that the Muſſulmans have. a more Par- 
ticular Relation of rhe Life of Feſus, that 
the Chriſtians themſelves have, fince we re- 
count thoſe Miracles and other Actions of his, 
whereof the Geſpel is filent. 

Burt then, on the other Side, they believe 
Things concerning his Death; whereof nei- 
ther the Alcoran, nor any other of our M/1- 
tings or Traditinos make any Mention, unleſs 
it be to confute the Error of the Nazarenes 
in that Point, I have heard the Arguments 
of their Learned Doors, and comparing 
them with our Objections, I know not well 
what to conclude, " BY 

They infifſt much on the Publick Signs 
and Wonders, that fell out at the Time 
of rhe ſuppos'd Crucifixion of the Meſſiah ; 
The Rending of Rocks, Opening of Graves, 
Reſurrection of many Dead, and;the Pre- 
ternarural Eclipſe of the Sun , , when-. the 
Moon was in Sight in the other Part of. the 
Hor1zon at, the ſame Moment : Whichjmade 
| a great 
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a great Philoſopher then in ' Egypt, cry our, 
Either 'the Frame of the World is difſſolv'd, or 


the God of Nature ſuffers. 


They tell a Story alſo of a certain Ship, 
that was on that very Day failing in the 
Archipelago; and that as they paſs'd by cer- 
tain Rocks, the Mariners heard a Voice cal- 
ling, Thamus, 'Thamus, very often and loud. 
Now there being one of rhat Name on Board 
the Veſſel, he anſwer'd to his Name : Upon 
which the Voice ſaid, Fhen thoucomeſt to the 
I/land of the Palodes, proclaim it aloud, That 
the Great Pan is Dead, Which he did accor- 
dingly, and there follow'd a horrible how- 
ting and roaring: from the Shoar of. that 
Iſland. This Paſſage was afterwards made 
known to the Senate of Rome, who there- 
upon, art the Inſtance of ſome Noble Romans, 
ſent to enquire in the Provinces, Whether any 
Remarkable Perſon had died on rhat Day ; 
and they were informed, That the Fews had 
on the ſame Day put ro Death Feſw rhe 
Son of Mary. And Tiberius the Eniperor, 
on the /Credir of rhis Paſſage, being alſo ins 
feorm'd of the Miracles which Feſus wfought 
among the Fews, conceiving an immediate 
Veneration for ſo Divine a Perſon, caus'd his 
Statue to be ſer up in the Capito/, and wou'd 
have. had him number'd among the Gods ; 
bur in this he was oppos'd by the Senate, be- 
cauſe they had before decreed, That no new 
Deities ſhou'd be added rothe Kalendar. 

In theſe 'Things 1 rely on the Account 
which the Chriſtians give of the Death of 


Feſus, 
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Feſus, though they bring Authorities alſo 
and Teſtimonies of their very Enemies, and 
inveterate Perſecutors, the Gentiles ; who 
therefore one wou'd think, cannor be ſufpe- 
Qed of Partiality. In a word, I know not 
what ro think of theſe Things. For, f it 
be true, that Feſus died on the Croſs for rhe 
Sins of the World, as the Chriſtians believe, 
and that there is no other Way to be ſaved, 
bur by believing this ; then| in. what - a ſad 
Condition are all the Fews and Muffulmans, 
the One glorying in having murder'd the S4- 
viour of the World, and the Other not belie- 
ving that he was murder'd ? The Firſt ſeem to 
merir moſt of Men ; fince though the Act was 
Cruel in it ſelf, yer according to this Doftrine, 
it brought Salvation ro all our Race : And 
therefore there were a ſort of Chriſtians, in 
Former Times, who worſhipp'd the Serpent 
that tempted Eve, becauſe according to their 
Faith, that Temprartion was the firſt Step to 
Mankznd's Happineſs, after 4dam's Fall; And 
they plac'd Fudas ( who betray'd. Feſus ro.the 
Fews ) among the Saints, for having been ſo 
particular an Inſtrument in the World's Re- 
demprion. 

If Feſus be the Saviour of Men, it is ab- 
Glurely neceflary ro belieye in him. Bur 
whether he be, or be not, the Faith of the 
Chriftians in that Point cannot - hurt chem, 
ſince our Holy Prophet himſelf has taught us, 
Thar Chriſtzans ſhall be fav'd, as well as the 
Muſſulmans : Whereas the Chriſtians ſay, it 
15 umpotiible for any to be ſaved, who follow 


the 
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the Law of Mzhomet, So that they have 


our own Grant for their Salvation, which 
they deny ro us. Thisisa great Advantage 
on their Side, in. the Controverſy berwixr 
ary | 

For my-Parrt, I tell thee ingenuouſly, were 
T convinc'd that Feſus was the Son: of God, 
and thar he ſuffer'd Death for the Sake of Men 
I cou'd readily embrace moſt of the other Te- 
nets of Chriſtianity without Scruple. I ſhou'd 
not be frighted at _ Invocation of Saints, 
fince 'tis the ſame as we our ſelves practiſe; 
nor wou'd their Images and Pinres ſtartle 
my- Faith ; I ſhou'd look upon theſe and a 
Thouſand. more, as things indifferent in 
themſelves, and onely made Lawtul or Un- 
lawful, by ths Sanction of Divine Autho- 
rH. 

I ſhou'd be moſt puzzl'd ro know what 
Church -to fix in, among ſo many, all pre- 
rending to the Right Way. Thaveexamind 
their Different Opinions, and find Reaſon or 
ſomerhing very like ir, on all Sides. I ad- 
mire the Abſtinence of the Greeks, Armeni- 
ans, and generally of all the Eaſtern Chriſtians ; 
yer their Ignorance-diſtaſtes me. I honour 
the Learning . and Politeneſs of the Roman 
Church, and cou'd almoſt yail to their pre- 
tenſions of Antiquity, Univerfality, and In- 
corrupt DoFrine ; but I am highly ſcanda- 
lized ar their Licentiouſneſs, Pride, and Cri 
elty, There is much to be argu'd for the 
Cophti's Abyſſians, Melchites, me Chriſtians 


of St, Fobn, and other Churches 3 but more 
to 
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to be ſaid againſt them. In fine, if I.were 
ro turn Chriſtian, I ſhou'd be in a Wilder- 
neſs, not knowing which Path to take, for 
Fear of mifling the Righr. 

In the Stare therefore wherein I am, I 
will think Honourably of Feſus, as alſo of 
Mary his-Mother, who art. her daily Return 
frem the Temple, found a Thouſand Sorts of 
Flowers in her Oratory, I will not ſpeak 
Evil of any Perſon that has the Character of 
a Saint ; bur in general will dehfire the Inter- 
ceflion of. all rhat are near to God : *Tis ten 
to one, if ſome of them do not vouchſafe 
to pray for me, But whether they do, or nor, 
God hears me, and obſerves my Devotion ; 
and if he pleaſe, my Petitions ſhall be 
granted, As for the Reſt, I will endeavour, 
in all Things, to do as I would be © done to, 
keeping my Conſcience free from Stain, thar 
ſo I may die in Peace ; and what becomes of 
me afterwards, *tis in vain to be ſollicirous, 
vn the Decrees of Fate are Irreyerſi- 

e. 

Tell me now, ray Friend, whether theſe 
Thoughts and Reſolves be not more agreea- 
ble ro Humanity, than ro be a Furious Bi- 
got, for I know not what ? Is that a com- 
mendable Zeal for Religion, which under 
Prerence of defending the Truth, fticks nor 
to aſſert a Thouſand Lyes ? Or that a lau- 
dable Charity for Souls, which in Order ro 
their Salvation, takes infinite Pains to ſet the 
World trogethec by the Ears, and, embroit 
Mankind in perpetual Wars ? Whar elle do 
rhoje 
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thoſe Diſturbers of Humane Race, who not 
content with the Limits which the Fortune 
of their Birth has.ſer them, .invade the Peace- 
able Poſſeflions, of rheir Neighbours, com- 
mir- all Sorts of Violences,  Rapines, and 
Outrages; and all this under Pretext of Re- 
forming the Manners of Men, introducing 
Purity of Religion, and fulfilling the Will 
of Heaven? As if it were a Mark of a Di- 
vine Commiſſion, to be barbarouſly Unjuſt, 
Perfidious and Salvage ; and that the Height 
of Piery , coofified .in. ſhedding Humane 
Blood |! | | 

For my Part, I cannot approve. of theſe 
Practices, and therefore think ir ſater ro ſtand 
aloof from all Religions thus Erofily eſta- 
bliſh'd, xhan by entring into their Iohumane 
Secrets, and {wearing to their Sanguine Arti 
cles, incorporate my. ſelf with -profeſs'd Mur- 
derers, under the” Notion of being a Go 
Man. | | 
Happy are thoſe Innocent Nations in the 
Eaft, who from their Firſt Progenitors, have 
kept Inviolate the Law of Nature : Who 
never have defiled themſelves with the Blood 
of Men or Beaſts; bur every one contenting 
himſelf with his Native Home-ftall, and 
the Fruits of his own Land, makes no En- 
croachments on thoſe that dwell near him, 
nor butchers the Harmleſs Animals, ro gra- 
tify his Ill-nurtur'd Appetite, Theſe fir un- 
der the Shade of their own Trees, and bathe 
themſelves in the adjoining -Streams: They 


go in Peace to the Houſes of their Iny 
an 
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and preſent e'm with Flowers, Rice, Fruits» 
and ſuch as the Ground brings forth : They 
never dream of Foreign Conqueſts, nor'are 
troubled with Domeſftick Broils, bur lead 
their Lives in a perpetual Tranquility, and 
Innocence. All that they defire of Heaven, 
is the Continuance of thoſe harmleſs Delights 
they ar preſent enjoy. As for the tumulru- 
ary Pleaſures of other Morrals, - they have 
'em in Contempr. This is an Umbrage of 
the Feliciry weare promis'd in Paradiſe,where 
the Sound of the Drum and the Trumpet 
ſhall not be heard, and the Inſtruments of 
War ſhall be of no Uſe. 
* FI thou chargeft me with Inconſtancy in 
my Opinions, I neither deny it nor am a- 
ſham'd. : It being better ro change ones 
Thoughts every Day, than to be fix'd in Er» 
ror all ones Lite, Thisto a Friend, _ 


Paris, 18th, of the 3d; Moon, 
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LETTER IV. 


To Afis, Bafſa. 


T HE Warriours and Mechanicks, Statef. 
men and Fidlers, Courrtiers and Hub 
bandmen, Students and Chimney-Sweepers, 
are all taken up in diſcourſing of the mighry 
Preparations the Grand Sigmor is making to 
befiege Candia, They talk of Fifteen Thou- 
ſand Pioneers, who areat work in Order to this 
pe Undertaking 3 and thart the on is 

lock'd up by an Army of Sixry Thouſand 
Men ; Thar they have been raifing Batteries 
round about ir ever fince the Moon of De- 
cember z and thatthe Sultan is reſoly'd tro win 
this Important Place, though he hazard 


' halfthe Octoman Empire. 


This is refreſhing News tro Mahmut, who 
has heard Nothing bur Improſperous Stories 
of rhe Muſſulman Arms theſe many Years. 
Now I begin to lift up my Head, and rake 
Courage, when the Empire of True Belje- 
vers makes ſome Noiſe and Figure in the 
World : Whereas, my heart perpetually 
_ 'd before, I was like one among the . 

ad. 

It was but laſt Year, when the Nazarenes 
cou'd boaſt, that notwithſtanding all rhe 
Menaces and Preparations of the Grand S:g- 
mor, yet the Venetians were the Firitin Field- 
by Land, and appear'd Earlieſt with =_ 

leet 
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Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful "Things in Da!- 
matia, and blocking up Canes in the Iſle of 
Candy : Now, 'tisto be hop'd, they'll change 
their Note, and begin to conſider what a for- 
midable Force they have provok'd againſt 
them, even the Puiſſance of all Aſia, Men of 
War from their Nartivities, an Army of fe- 
tect and choſen Souldiers Undaunted Hero's, 
Sons of Thunder, Magnanimous, Invincible, 
and deſtind ro vanquiſh rhe Uncircumcasd 
Nations. 

My Heart is revivd. within me, at the 
Contemplation of ſure and certain Victories, 
attending this glorious Expedition. My Spi- 
rits are Gilated with Joy ; I celebrate a- Du 
nalma.in my Breaſt, I ;am like an Arabian 
Horſe, that foams, curvertrs,. and paws the 
Ground in Fierceneſs, when he hears the 
Sound of the Trumper warning to Battel. 
His Eyes ſparkle with Martial Fury,a Smoak 
poes .out of his Nofſtrils, he lifrs up the 

oice. of his Courage, his Rider can kardly 
reſtrain him. So am I all in Tranſport ay 
theſe good Tidings : I can hardly contain 
my ſelf within the Compaſs of Moderation. 
As Old as I am, I feel a Youthful Vigour 
ſtirring in my Veins. Merthinks,. I long to 
be in the Hear of the Sacred Combar, in the 
thickeſt Clouds oft Gunpowder-Smoak, to 
ſtand the Shock of Showers of Bullets, or 
with my Scymerer in hand ro hew my Way 
to Immortal Honour and Felicity : For, 
thoſe who die in this Cauſe go ftreight to. 
Paradiſe, Bur, I myſt be contented: with 
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this rame, - humble Poſt, and ſerve the Grand 
Sipnior in the Manner preſcrib'd by my Su- 
periours. I tell thee, 'tis no ſmall Mortificati- 
on for an Active Spirit to be thus confined. 
But, Reſignation becomes every good Muſ- 
ſulman ; and I willingly Sacrifice my Paffi- 
ons to the Pleaſure of the Grandees of the 
Port, and the Intereſt of the O:toman Em- 
pire. 

Here I fir, like a Fox in his Den, . watch- 
ing the Motions of the Infidels : If any thing 
occurs worthy of Notice, our I bolr upon it, 
and make ir my Prey, and ſend it as a Pre» 
ſent ro the Aupuſt Miniſters, I write to all 
by Turns, and therefore none has Reaſon ro 
take Exceprions. 

If hou wou'dſt know what they are doing 
here in the Court of France; They are mu- 
ſering the King's Troops ; they are revelling 
and Faſting at Verſailles, the King's new 
Palace, where the Princes exerciſe them- 
ſelves wich the Noble Dilcipline, which rhey 
call, Running in Squadrons. Whilit Thou- 
ſands of People flock dayly to Verſailles, 
from Pars and all the Adjacent Countries 
round about, partly to be Spectators of 
theſe Royal Paſtimes, and partly ro behold 
that Gorgeous Fabrick, which is eſteemed 
the Faireſt and moſt Magnificent in the 
World. 

Serene Baſſa, this Monarch has a vaſt Ge- 
nius: Whatſoever he undertakes, he accom- 

liſhes ; andall his Performances are furpri- 
ingly Great, He has a deep Forecaſt, and 
| ſeldom 
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ſeldom fails in his Judgment of what will 
bably come to paſs. He is happily made, 
rn, and brought up. A Prince, one wou'd 
think, defign'd by Fate for the Empire of the 
Weſt. 
Renowned Afis, I kiſs the Hem of thy 
Illuktrious Robe, and with a profound Obei> 
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{ance bid thee Adieu. 


Paris, 2oth. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1667, 


LETTER YV. 


To Haſnadar Baſh, Chief Treaſurer 
to the Sultan. 
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A M convinc'd, 'tis now Time for me tro 

be reſolute, bold and affur'd in my own 
Conduct : For 'tis in vain to ask Counſel of 
the Sublime Miniſters. I have addreſs'd my 
ſelf at certain Seaſons to them on rhar Ac- 
count, ever fince I came firſt ro Paris: But 
not one of them has vouchſafd me an An- 
{wer, or given me any particular Inftructi- 
ons how ro deport my (lf in an Emergent 
Peril of Diſcovery : Whether I ſhou'd own 
my ſelf an Agent for the Grand Signior, or 
deny it : Whether I ſhould boldly ftand the 
Brunt of all Events, or fly to Artifices and 
Evaſions : 
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Evaſions : Whether I ſhon'd perſiſt in a&t- 
ing the Moldavian, and continue to perſo. 
nate a Chriſtian Student, an Eccleſiaſtich Can 
didate under the feign'd Name of Titus; or 
frankly tell chem, I'm a Muſſulman, an Arab 
and ſecret Slave of the Sultan, : 
I ought to have been certify'd in theſe 
Caſes ; and not left at Random: to gueſs, ar 
this valt Diſtance, the Pleafure of my Supe- 
riours. . But fince ir is their Will. thus wo 
make Tryal of my Fideliry, Prudence and 
Skill, in warding off the Aſaults of Com- 
mon Chance, Misforrune, and the Attempts 
of ſly deſigning Men 5 I'll be as cunning as 1 
can, without embaraſſing my Peace with 
conſtant Panick Fears and Apprehenfions of 
I know not what. No vain Endeavours to 
avoid- the fix'd Decree of Fate, ſhall make 
me change my Lodging, or fly 'from every 
menacing Contingency. T'll rather truſt to 
Providence and preſent Courage, the Juſtice 
of my Caule and Native Innocence, leaving 
the Event to Deſtiny. 
By whar I have faid, thou wilt perceive 
I am itn ſome Trouble ; and I can aflure thee, 
thou: art not miſtaken, I'm hatrerd, hun 
red up and down, and perſecuted worle than 
the Foxes, Hares and Hinds near Adrianople, 
I'm an Old Man, and yer they envy me the 
Happineſs of a Natural Death ; they would 
not have me go down.to the Grave in Peace, 
L have been imprniſon'd, threatned, dogg'd 
upand down the Streers, affaflinated in rhe 
Dark, had my Chamber ſcarch'd, my Ler- 
rers 
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ters in Danger of being ſeiz'd,' with thoſe of 
the Supreme Minifers. '] have run the 
Riſque of a Diſcovery, by meeting caſually 
an Hifidel, whoſe Slave T once was at Paler- 
mo in Sicily. I have been undermin'd - by 
Muſſulmans as well as Nazarenes; by Stran- 
gers, and by Solyman my Couſin. Yet in all 
theſe Perils I have acquitted my ſelf Faith- 
fully, come off with Succebs and ſaved the 
Honour of my Sovereign ; which is the only 
Thing for which T am ollicitous. . But for 
ought I know, my Care tnay prove in Vain, 
and the Evils which I have ſo long fortu- 
nately eſcap'd, may now furprize and ruine 
me. As to my {elf, I care not what becomes 
of me; and if the Secrets ct: my Commiſſion 
be reveard, ler the Miniſters -of the Port an- 
{wer for that, who won'd never give me the 
leaſt Direction, 

About Two or Three Years ago, I was 
forced ro remove from my Old Lodgings, 
where I had reſided ever fince my firſt co- 
ming to Pars. The Dangers that then al. 
ſaulred me, drove me to this ' Houſe, ' where 
I ſtill am, in a very obſcure Place, by the 
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am 1 
purſu'd by watchful Enemies : New Hazards 
threaten me on all Hands, - Bur Im refolyed 

ro iy no more, unleſs it be into the Czty- 

Ditch, where I can find Admitrance through 
my Landlord's Cellar. There is a private Paf- 
ſage, dug o_ in Elder Times, during 
ſome Siege, to ſerve the ſtreight' Neceſſiries 
of rhoſe who then -poſſeſs'd' this Houſe. - ir 
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is: ſo cunningly/ comriv'd, that Human Wir 
can neer difcover it, unlefs by Chance; or, by 
Direction:of thoſe that:know- ir. The Dirch:is 
dry, the'Door of the' Houſe always lock'd- ; 
and my Truſty Hoſt {wears no.. body ſhall 
come in by Day or Night, tilt I have made a 
ſafe Retrear. ' So:that!1fiall-rhe Officers in Pa- 
ri ſhou'd come tofearch,'I fhou'd! have Time 
to pack up my Papers; and:\link-away mto 
my lurking Hole. And / if rhey ſhoud: by 
monſtrous Accident find the conceal'd Ave- 
nue, I cou'd ſoon flip into the Fields, through 
the Laſt Poſtern in the Wall, and lock them 
in beyond the poſfibiliry of Purſuit : whilft I 
took Care to hide my ſelf afreth; or leave the 
Conntry. | 
This is my Final Reſolution, if ever T'am 
put to an Extremiry again. In rhe mean 
Time, I defire thee to make it part of thy 
Care, that Mahmut ſhall not want for Mo- 
ney to carry on the Sultan's Private Atairs 
without a Baulk. I do not demand unrealon- 
able Things : Ler me bur live, and have e- 
nough to defray the Neceſſary Expences of my 
Se: vice, and rhar's all I crave. Bur let my 
Supplies be well tim'd and proportion'd, that 
I may husband my Penſion to the belt Ad- 
vantage : Or elfe I mult always preſs, and 
that's a Thing I hate, I have writ ro all the 
Treaſurers that went before thee on the fame 
Account, and with equal Boldnels, There- 
fore rake not in ill Part what comes from 
Blunt Sincerity, and Conſtant, Full Detires 
to ſerye effectually rhe Grand Signior, Ir will 
C be 
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be very ealie for thee ro anticipate Moalmur's 
Expectations, without exceeding the Qrders 
thou haſt receivid, Money be damin'd, if we 
cou'd breath and ferve our Friends, and carry 
on the Aﬀairs of Human Life without it. I 
am an Arab, and cou'd as freely paſs apvay 
my Time in harmleſs Rambles o'er the Pro- 
vinces of Aſia 3 as thus to be confin'd ra Nar- 
row Frertring Circumſtances, the only Effects 
of too. Unſhaken, Unregarded and Incotrup- 
tible Loyalty. 

Wealthy Difpenfer of the Ottoman Gold, I 
ask no Alms, but my appointed Salary, In 
ſending of which, I detire thee to remember 
the Old Roman Proverb, which ſays, That he 
gives Twice, who gives in Seaſon. 


Paris, $th.. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1667, 
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LETTER VI 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew « © 
Vienna. 


Know not whether I ſhall live ro hear 

from rhee again, or ro ſend thee: another 
Lerrer. Age, Sickneſs, Misfortune, rogerher 
with the Malice of Men, have laid a Thou- 
fand Snares for my Life ; I am, as it were, 
hunted by Nature, Providence, Deſtmny, and 
Chance, into the very Toi/s of Death ; From 
whence it will be very drfficulr for me 
to eſcape. Not to -amule thee, I am in 
danger of being diſcover'd, feiz'd, impri- 
fon'd ; and then thou know, I can expect 
no tefs than ro be pur ro the Torture, and 
rack'd with a Thoutand Inventions of Cruel- 
ty, Thar fo they may force- me to confeſs, 
what I am, and what my Buſineſs is in this 
Kingdom and City, where I have reſided 1 
many Years. 

I was ſuſpected by Cardinal Richlien, for a 
Muffu!man, as I have Reaſon to believe trom 
ſeveral convincing Circumſtances of thar Mi- 
ni/ter's Carriage ro me, ever fince his firlt 
Acquaintance with me at Paris. And the 
lame Jealouſfie cauſed his Succeflor, Cardmal 
Mazarinz, to put me into the Baftile, where 
I was cloſely contin'd, for rhe Space of Six 
Moons, And I might have lam there ll 
cop | C 2 this 
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this Time, for ought I know, had it not been 
for the good Conduct and honeſt Fidelity of 
Eliachim. In fine, though I' have hitherto 
eſcap'd Diſcovery, yer I eannor flatter my 
{clf that I (hall always do ſo. If they once 
lay Hold on me again, "they will certaitily 
ſearch me for the 'S$car of Circumciſion ; and 
then, all the Arguments the Wit of Man can 
find, will not be of Force to blind them any 
longer,.or {ave me from the Vengeance of the 
| State. They will certainly pur me to a.cruel 
Death. | 

However, T'll baffle *em if I can; .and if I 
once eſcape, I'll bid Adieu to Parzs, 1f not ro 
rhe whole Kzngdom : Being reſolv'd not to 
truſt any more to the deceirful Security of 
new Lodgings in. this Ciry, and a vain Re- 
moval from. one Precinct and Houle ro ano- 
ther: -For,; the” very Air of Parzs 1s fatal ra 
me. Iam fever free from Terror, whilft 
within theſe: Melancholy Walls. The Genius 
of rhe Place; is at Enmity with Mine. Eve- 
ry Thing I caſt my Eyes on,; ſeems ro low'r 
and frown upon-me; I ſtart ar;the Voices of | 
Men, going along the Streets, and diſcour- | 
fing about their own Afairs,: And if any one 
knocks at the Door, F'm, preſently upon my | 
Guard, my anxious Soul ftill labouring with | 
ſad Preſages of ſome Calamity ar hand, ready 
to ruſh upon me unawares. en 

Perhaps, I may go to Lyons, where a Stran- | 
ger may live an Age conceal'd, and . void of 
Peril, as in this Ciry. Or, I may take a far- 


ther Journey to- Marſeilles, Toylon, or any 
: other 
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n other Sea-Port Town. Where I will expect 

f new Orders from my Superjors. 

m In the mean Time, thou may'ſt continue 
to addreſs thy Letters as, before: For that 

4 Courſe -can never fatl, ler me be where ir 

y pleaſes Heaven. Eliachim will rake Care of 

] all Things. I writ ro the Haſnadar Baſſi on 

" the ſame Account, deſiring freſh Supplies of 
Money-; which I- ſuppoſe will come by the 

4 Way of Fiemna. If o, I rruft ro thy Pru- 

1 dence,” 16 ofdering- my- Bills witly Speed, and 

the uſual Cauriouinels. 

I Nathan, Adieu : And whate'er becomes of 

> | me, live:thow long and happily to ſerve the 

> | GraidSignior. 

« Paris,'9th: of the 6th. Mon; - * 

HY of the Near 1667," 
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LETTER VIL '/ 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


A? the poor injur'd Labourer, or Slave 

opprets'd .by Crue! and Obdurate Mz- 
ers ; as the Deſpairing Client, who can find 
no Juſtice from: the Cheiths, Cadi's, or Cat 
leſquers ; fly immediately t0- the Serasl, 19 
make their laſt Appeal, and feek' Redreſs 
from the Great Arbiter of Humane Fends: 
So falls poor Malt proftrate ar thy 'Feer, 
O Sacred Oracle of Muſſulmans ; begging from 
thy Authority, whom no Believer dares to 
diſobey, what I coud /nevyer yer obtain fram 
any Miniſter of State, or Bafſa of the Bench : 
That is, how I muft at in Caſe I am diſco- 
vered, or barely ſuſpected, examin'd, and 
put to my Oath, concerning my Buſineſs at 
Paris? Lay thy ſpeedy Commands on thaſe 
whoſe Care it ought ro be, that no Intelli- 
gence, Advice or Counſel, be wanting ro me, - 
the Faithful Agent of the Port, reſiding here 
Incopnito, a Spy upon the Infidels. Or at 
leaſt vouchſafe ro ſend me thy Inſtructions, 
Rules infallible, Orders of perfect Wiſdom, 
and Divine Sagacity. 

I cannor for the future ſtand the Brunt of 
long ſuſpe&ted Caſualties ; Events which 
glimmer from afar, like diſtant Ipnes Fatur, 
or other Vagtant Meteors of the Night: For, 
fo Contingencies appear, which are to come, 
uncernain, 
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uncertain, and remote ; tho' ſometimes near 
at Hand ; yer with deceitful ſhew, they ftilt 
miſlead bewilder'd Morrals in the Dark. So, 
the tyr'd Traveller in Libyan _ 1s tan- 
talizd by mocking Rays of Sands, in drifted 
Heaps, or flying Bodies, looſely wafred by 
the Winds; on which the Mocnz and Stars 
caſting their Beams, create Refractions like 
Domeſtick Lamps or Tapers ; and encourage 
the diſconſolgte Man to hope for Neighbour- 
ing Villages or Towns, where he may reſt 
his weary Limbs, and find an Hoſpicable En- 
tertainment ; ſecure from Dragons, Lyons, Ty- 
gers, or the more. Fierce and Crue! Race of 
Men, who lurk in ſecret Places of the attright- 
ng Deſart, to rob unwary Strangers, as they 
als. 
; "Tis fad, moſt Hely Patriarch of the Faith- 
ful, That Men are thus degenerate, and 
tranſcend 'the Hoerrid Nature of the Vldeſ# 
Beaſts ! Bur, ſadder till, That Cries, tirtf 
deign'd for Santtuaries of the Diſtreſsd , 
ſhou'd become worſe than De/arts, and more 
Inhoſpitable than the Purtieu of Dragons, or 
the dreadful Haunrs of Lynxes, Crocodiles, 
and orher Animals of Prey, "Fhat Men pre- 
tending to be Civiliz'd, to live in Commu- 
niry , and Reciprocal Participation of alt 
Good Offices ; Incorporated by the ſame 
Laws, for no other End, but to help, affiit 
and defend one another, againft all foreign 
Enemies ; ſhor'd, inſtead of this, prove more 
Barbarous than Salvages, and more Voracious 
than Canmbals, —_ every Citizen * preys 

4 on 
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on his Neighbour, and devours him, whom 
he has ſworn to protect. They all live by 
Robbery and Spoil. The Rich-and Potent, 
ficece thoſe whole Wealth 'is nor ſufficient to 
defend them from Oppreſſfion. Thus: are 
Towns and Ciries, froncelebrated Refuge: of 
Men, become the: Dens of Thieves, and Cruel 
Mrurderets. © The whole Earrh:is ftain'd with: 
the Blood of the Poor: The Cries' of Widows 
and Orpbans pierce the Heavens: The Gene- 
rations of Men: are corrupted -with Fraud, 
Avarice, Perftidy, Ambition,” Envy ,--and a 
Thouſand other Vices.-: Brother cannor truſt 
the Sohn of his own Mother,” Farhers 'are 


Unnatural t0 their Genuine Off-ſpring. Chul-. 


dren think-the Days redious which prolong 
their Parents Lives. Sclf-Love teaches a Man 
to. berray his ' beloved. Friend, for whom he 
rather oughr-1o loſe his Life. . An Univerſal 
DefeCtion from Juftice, and ſuund Moraluy, 
reigns every where. $90) a! 
. - But, -whar'is moſt ſurprizing, is, That eyen 
among thoſe who bear rhe Glorious Title 
and Character of the True Faithful Muſſul- 
M4ns, there ſhou'd be found a Crew of Miſ- 
creants,/ Villains, and "Fraitors' to" God, his 
_ and their Sovereign. | I ſpeak not of 
ſuch, whole Genial. Inclinations rempr them 
ro commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man 
but themſelves. I tax not Drunkards, Game» 
ſters, and thoſe - Amorous Perſons, who 
waſte their Bodies, Time, Eſtates, and ſa- 
critice their Reputation to/ Voluptuonlſneſs. 
Theſe are but Venrial Sins; and ſoon yy 
| oft, 
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off) by the” appointed” Pirifications, and Pe- 
»anices. © A little Water, Duſt, or Sand; with 
Fafting and devout Invocation of the Eternal 
Allah,” cancels theſe Peccadillo's ; they are' all 
put .rq'the Account of Humane Frailty : Such 
15 the Pleaſure of Erernal Goodneſs. Bur I 
_ = =; wot regs of thoſe, whom 
retting Envy ft;mulates to perſecute 'their 
har Ie "Neighbour; or baſe Ingratitude 
prompts, ro betray their Friends ; 'or Native 
Malice reaches to' ſeek our all Occaſions of 
doing Miſchief in the World. A buſie, reft- 
leſs fort of Men, buzzing about like Waſps 


or Hornets, ſtinging every one they faſten on. 


Or; like the Ptrie's of Pars, a troubleſome 
Kind of Inſe&s, which interrupt the' ſweer 


Repoſe of Men, *creeping upon them in their 


eds and Slutibers, and flyly biting them, ro 
ſuck their Blood. 

Such are the Men of whom I now com- 
plain ; who- batter me from Stratagem to 

ratapem, from one - Rerrenchment to ano- 
ther : Wh fe Crime is double, 'in! that . they 
are *Perſotis of thy own Ret:25on 3 Profeſſots 


of the' Genuine Faith; brought -down' from 


Heawen 5 Followers of och who cou'd 
neither ite nor Read ; and Subjets to the 
Grand Sipmor.”' © 
"Tis a long Time, fince Thad firſt Occaſi- 
'ta*accuſe fome ar the Serap/io,” 6f private, 


on 

fly' $rempts2 +6 undermine -arid- rain, me, - 
har: they miphr pain my PhÞ.'' "Twill ſeem 
Invidious, eyer! ih'my own'Defence, after 1o 
many Atdreſſes ro the 'Minifters of the Port, 


C 5 now 
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now to repeat their Names ; .and diſcampofe ? 
7 Sacred Thoughts with Black Memoirs | 
of Human Malice. "Tis nor Revenge Lick, » 
bur for the future, how to eſcape, ut not pre- 
yeat, the like Conſpiracies. Nor, is it for 
my ſelf alone, I cheriſh this Unuſual Zeat 
anc Care ; but for my Maſter's Intereſt and 
Honour. LY 
I've ſery'd near Thirty Years in this.Pre- * 
carious Station, and never made the leaſt falle | 
Step ; or, if I have, 'twas not diſcern'd ; | 
which is the ſame Thing in Effet, And, I | 
am yery unwilling to milcarry at laſt, through 4% 
the Treachery of my pretended Friends at \ 
Conſtantinople, or for want of full Inftructi- 


ons from the 5; 9 Divan. | 
'Tis for this Reaſon, I preſume tro addreſs 
t0-the Duſt of thy Feer, Supreme Fudge of rhe 
Faithful, begging the Interpoſitien of thy Pa- 
ternal Authority, on my Behalf. | 
There is one Thing more, which in all Hu- 
mility I recommend ro thy Wiſdom and San- | 
Qtiry. 1 have often writ ts thy .PredeceſJar 
on the ſame Account, beſeeching him. ro: &! 
promens the Tranſlation of Hiſtories and other | 
arned Books ont of Foreign L es \\ 
into Turkifh or Arabick: That lo Knowledge © 
might flouriſh among the Muſſulmans, and = 
the Infidelſs might have no more Greund 
ro call vs .Barbaroue, . Let, Men. $kilful. in 
Languages and Sciences be {qught for. There 
are not -wantmg ſuch . ar .Conflaurineple, and | 
in other Parts uf the Empire. ,Ler them be 
employ d in compiling 'an Univerſal Hitors x 
| o 


_—— 
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of the World, in Turkiſh ; more ample, true: 
and correc than any. that has gone before ir 


» ov 


b, in'Greek , Latsn, or any other Language. This 
I will bring Eternal Honour to the Ottoman Em- 
£ pire ; and prove no hard Task ro them rhat 
Yu Y ſhall undertake ir ; fince ir wilt be onely a 
d | Choice Collection our of other Authors ; a 
| Garland of Flowers cult'd from thie various- 
> 4 Fields of Hiſtory, and compasd togerber 
£ | with an Order full of Luſtre and Beauty, the 
5 | whole Work being interwoven with:a Chain: 
I 3 of Chronological Years ; which will not onely 
h J giveir a SingularGrace, bur alſo be of grea: 
ry Ad to the Muſſulman Readers. 
1 Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, remember, Thac 
though.our Holy Lawgzver could neither write 
o nor read, yer the ſucceeding Caliphs encou- 
ad raged Learning. BenediQtion on the Souls of 
(- themand their Poſterity, So will furure Apes 
bleſs rhy Afemory, if thou vouchſafelt ro en- 
A courage this Glorious Work. And Ithuric!, 
”- Y the dugel of Science, will-make thee his -4/- 
a fociate in. Paradiſe. 
0 With profound Snbmiſfions I retire from: 
T 3 thy Sacred Preſence, begging thy Abſoluticn 
* 1 and Bleſſing... 
d 1 Paris, gth. of the:6th, Moon, 
: 1 of the. Tear 1667, 
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LETTER VIIL 


To' Cara Hah, Phyſician to the 
Grand Signior. 


A Mon gft other Diſpatches, I cou'd nor for- 
get what I owe to the long continued 
Friendſhip which has been berween us. - Ha- 
ving Leiſure ' therefore before the Poſt goes, 
I will inform thee of a Birth, which has occa- 
tion'd little Joy ro the Parents, bur much Ad- 
miration among all that hear of it, and raisd 
learned Diſpures berween the Profeſſors of 
Phyfick and Surgery. | 
In the Town of Weerted near Ardenburgh in 
the Low Countries, a Woman was lately  de- 
liverd of a Monſtrons Child with 'T wo Heads, 
Two Necks, Four Arms, and proportionably 
alt Parrs both ourward and inward double ro 
the Navil, which ſem'd ro be rhe Center of 
Union between the Two Bodies : For from 
thence downwards, there appear'd only the 
Proportion and Shape of One Body,” with 
Two Thighs, Legs and Feet. "The Faces 
were diflerent ; One Squalid and Irregular, 
without a Noſe or Mouth, except a Kind of 
Orifce under the Chin ; for the Eyes pol- 
{eis'd the Place of the Mouth, and a pefect 
Maſcaline. Genital rook up the Room of the 
Note : The other was fair and made with 
Symetry, having nothing extraordinary, fa- 
ving 


? 
p 
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ving Two Teeth grown out of rhe'Gums. 

' This Irregular Produftion has been” curi- 
ouſly diflected by a Famous Anatemiſt, who 
found T'wo Hearts, ''F wo Stomachs, and the 
other Vitals all Gngle. What I have faid/is 
atreſted by Five = els'd Phyſicians,who open» 
ed this Wonderful Creature. | 

There have been many Examples of ex- 
traordinary Births, eſpecially in theſe Parts 
of the World, And Fhave read in a French 
Author; a Man of Credit, Thar in the Year 
1592 of 'the Chriſtian Hegira, a Woman'of 
Alfatia, brought fotth at once an Hundred 
and Fifry Children, each but Three Inches 
long. ? 

Bur what I now ſhall rell thee, though it 
be not Remarkable for the Number of Chil- 
dren, yer has: ſomething fingular in the Cir- 
cumftances that attended ir. 

Irmentride, the' Counteſt of Altorfe, ac- 
cus'd one ot her Neighbours of Adultery, 
becauſe ſhe had Three Children at a Birth, 
ſaying, She deſerved to be tied up in a Sack, 
and thrown into the Sea, Next Year the Coun- 
teſs her ſelf was delivered of Twelve Sons all 
at a Birth. And'touch'd with Remiorſe for the 
Sentence which ſhe had pronounc'd againſt the 
other Woman; concluding. it now a Juſt Pu- 
niſhmenr for ker lelt, ſenr a Maid with Ele- 
ven of theſe New-born Infants, commanding 
her ro drown them in the next River, reſer- 
_ only one to be-the Heir of his Father's 

ate, | 


Fate 
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Fate-had fo determin'd, that her Husband 
the Eer/ met the Maid as ſhe was going to- 


cammir this Execrable Villany : and ask-- 


ing her what ſhe had gor in her Lap, ſhe an- 
ſwer'd, I am going to drown 4 few 1 
helps, The Ear! being a great Hunter, 
confequeurly a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind 
10 ſee whether any of thele- JYelps were of 
a promiſing Aſpect : When ro his Aﬀtoniſh- 


ment he found Eleyen of Human Shape, all | 


| 


| 


Living and Perfect, bur very ſmall. He preſs'd | 
the Maid fo far; that ſhe confeſs'd rhe: whole 


Truth: Whereupon enjoyning her Silence, 


and Afirance- of a good Reward, he causd: |, 
her to-carry them- to one of his Tenants ;. | 
where being all cheriſh'd and laid wasm, he- 


diſpos'd of them afterwards in convenient 
Places, to be nursd and brought up-rill rhey 


came of Age, Then he ſent for chem private-- 
Iy ro-his Houſe, having-tirſt apparelled them 


in the ſame Faſhion as their Brother was in 
who dwelr at Home. 


As ſoon as the Counteſs cat her Eye on 


them, and-obfery'd their Number. and Faces, 
fo exattly. rejembling him who had been al- 
ways with ber, ſhe wept in a Paton berwixt 
Shame and Joy, confetiing her former Cruel 
Intention ; and falling at the Feet of her 
Lord, he pardon'd her.. From theſe Eleven 
deſcend the Family of the He/phs or Guelph, 
{o- Renowned in Germany, and bearing this 
Name from the Maid's Anfwer to the Ear!, 
waen-ſhe had them. in her Lap. 


Such 
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; Such ſtrange Productions ai theſe, occafion 
various Enquiries among the ,Phzslofaphers 
here wn: the B/of : Whether Human Seals be 
Geterated hke the Bodies xo which they are 
united, or whether rhey ate Created by the 
Immediate Power of God. Aﬀatedly theſe 
Infidels are much in the Dark, and fhurt their 
Eyes againſt the Lighr of the Oriental Sages. 
Tf the Prophets ſhould riſe: from the Dead, 
they would not be able ro convince theſe Ur- 
circumcisd, That all Things Viſible and In- 
viſible are from Eternity, and that there is- 
Nothing New in the Sy{tems of the Uni- 
verſe, except the Various Outward Forms, 
which change indeed, according to the Laws. 
of Endleſs Tranſmigrarion, and ſometimes. 
according to. the Frolicks of Nature, who: 
loves to mix her Interludes and Antiques, 
with rhe eftabliſh'd Senſes of every Ape. 

Whar I have writ, 1s to diverr thee; Bur 
when ſhall I have an Anſwer as from an Old 
Friend 2 Ler nor the Honours of the Serazl 
make thee forget thoſe with whom thou haſt 
once been familiar, My Dear Hal;, be nor 
roo much a Courtier. Thy long Silence and 
Reſervedneſs forces this Language from me.. 
Shall Conſtantinople blor our thy Remem- 
brance of Arabia 2 Or, the Blait of a Ms- 
narch's Favour, be more Valuable than rhe 
Durable Integrity of a Country-man, a 
Friend ? If the Sultax rrufts his Lite in thy 
Hands, doſt thou not know that a Fir of 
Gripes, the Stone, Gout, or any Violent Di- 
Kemper, will rurn all his Confidence _ 
ea» 


go «+ Letters Writthy Vol.VIT, 


Jealouſie? Irelt thee, he will lulpeR —_— 
in thy very Looks. 

Therefore, | continue / to be the ſame Mai 
as thou were. formerly; 'and let nor:thy.Im- 
provements 'in 'Phyſick, make _— go backs 
ward in I «0571 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1667; 
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LETTER IX. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew. at 
Vienna. [oy ty 


New F ſee thou art a Man of Bufinels : 
Thy Mind is cur'd of its Religions Itch, 
and reſtor'd ro a found Complexion, ..Per- 
ſevere, and be Happy. | 91 o12cve; 
Ler no vain Scruples of Conſcience:moleſt 
thy Soul, concerning, the Peace that was late- 
ly made between the Grand Signior and rhe 
Germans. Cares of this Nature belong to 
thoſe who fit at the Helm, and direct -the 
Steerage of the State. . As for thee;.and. me, 
our Part is only ro Obey, without-enqui- 
ring, whether it be.-Righrt -or Wrong that 
we are commanded. -Eyery Fhing is Law- 
ful to us, thar is enjoin'd by our Superiours. 
And the Publick, Reaſon oughr to ſuperſede 
our Private narrow Sentiments. - Whatever 
Premunire's we incurr by-our Obedience, the 
Conſcience of the. State will bei our Bail, 
our Advocare, and -our Ranſom. Therefore, 
once more, Go.onand proſper. «.. | * 

Thon .cou'dit not have done - the: Grand 
Sipnior a greater Piece of Service, than by 
thus happily infinuating thy ſelf with the 
Hungarian Fafion at Vienna: For, by that 
Means, thou becomeſt- Ma#er of the Secrets 


on 'bothy Sides 3 the Fanus* that over: looks 
Two 
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Two oppoſite Cabals at once : And ſo mayſt 
not only form thy own Intrigues the berter, 
bur alſo give a clearer Light ro the Miniſters 
of the Sublime Port. | 

Iam diſpleas'd to hear of the frequent Con- | 
Jpiracies that have been made againit the Em- 
perour's Perſon. Not for any Love that I | 
bear ro him or the Houſe of Au#r:ia : For, -I 
wiſh there was not a Branch of that Inceſtu- 
ous Stem left alive on Earth : Bur, I never 
knew ſuch Kind of Plots, if once diſcovered 
and prevenred, to take Effect again, Beſides, ' 
they many Times ſpoil' the main Deſign : 
For, whar ſignifies it, if this Emperour were | 
ſeiz'd and pur to Death, ſs long as there is 4| 
any one of that Tyraxnical Race ſurviving. | 
They are all of rhe ſame Blood and Intereft ; 
Educated allo in the fame Principles and 
Maxims, Ina Word, they have all bur one | 
Game to play ; which is, to aggrandize them- 
ſelves, and rheir Poſteriry for ever. And }F- 
rherefore rheſe Clandeftine Merhods of Poy- 
fon or Aſaſfline, will but make them more 
watchful, ro prevent all Deſigns of rhe like 
Nature, for the Furare. + 1 

Remember Nathan, that the Mark which 
rhou-art to aim at, 1s to cheriſh the Diſcon- * 
rents of Hungary, by al the Arts of a cun- | 
ning Stateſman. Count Peter de Serins, is a © 
fir Subject ro work upon, 'Fhe Death of his. 
Brother, and his own Diſgrace at the Impe- + 
zsal Court, with rhe riſing Fortune of Moz:- 
tecuculs, have hH'd him with Sentiments of 
Revenge and. Envy. He cannot Co 

ount 
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; Count d'4yer/perg in Poſſeſſion of Carleſtadr, 


withour. much Reſentment, having with 


, grear Paſſion, begg'd, that Government for 


himſelf. . 

If this Prince can but be induc'd to revolr, 
many Thouſands of the Croats, Dalmatians, 
and Sclavonians, will take up Arms under 
him, which will at onge weaken berth the 
German Empire, and the State of Venice, Be- 
fides, the . Marriage of his Dapghrer with 
Pronce Ragot hi, may: engage bp payers 
ans in his Parry. "TOS Nadaſt Iſo," they 
ſay,. is.nor well pleaſed with the Coke. aim- 
ing to be Palatine of Hungary,; which has 
» been _refus'd him, This News comes to me 
bnt by. Report. , If it be-true, thou art in the 
fairer Way .ro Such great Male- 
conteats as thele, will puzzle the Mziziſters of 
Stipe, and exerciſe the Policy of Prince Lob- 


{ Things. ſhou'd nor proceed ro an 


f pen Rare po thou know'ſt, the Hun- 


| garians are alle art ap late Peace, which 
will '-nor. fail ro ypon commit» 
ting perpetual Hof of . of Hotiliy, They ſo» 
mach it FIRE i.:Thar rhe Town of New- 
hauſel is in : Grand Signgor's. Hands, 
And they will be always. on their Guard in 


the Neighbouring Parts, Parroling aboux, and 
Skirmiſhing with. que Foragers: Whick. will 
afford, , a good - Qccabon at any Time 
for qur Sayereign 19 break the Peace, . when- 
ever it 1s for his Intereſt. There are Abu 
dance of Conſequences in fuch a Caſe, 

more 
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more than we can' think, of,” of foreſee, er 


yr 


all ro our Advantage” Ms Tong 4s we 'po'the ; 
right Way'to work, alt Things'will ſucceed! Þ 
well. Make no falſe Steps, and there's no 
— :___ wares 
Remember ' ſtil, ' Thar” thy particular 
Charge is, To. foment a Civ! War berween 
the Court of Viewa,” and the Himbarians. 'Tis 
no Marter "who gets the” Þ-rter.on'r. Let 
*em'quarte} t0'Ertrhity, and deftroy one an9- 
ther ini God's Name: Then ſhall the Muſſk/- 
mbs-Blbbe thifee, ", 
Befor& God, you have a fine Opportunity, - 
ye Fadtions - Comrades: But, beware of fly. 
Interlopers. Damn the Eaſinefs, and 'good, 
Nature (falſly ſo called) of thoſe who will 


admit any Man into their Cabal, *ptovided 
he puts on a fair Guife,” of one of the Parry 


Ye can't be 'too” refery'd rid” cloſe.” Dye 
think, the Empergyr has nor, his Spies, a- 
bour in every. Corner ?'A Pox of your Sru- 
pidity, if you ſuffer 'rhis brave” Defign” ro 


miſcarry for want of: looki =,_ '- Damn: 
ye for a- parcel of Old This: Ar Tolle | 
if after ſo mahy Experiences,” you don't fut- |: 
biſh-up'your” Wits, and look ro yout ſelves. | 
There's Gottendorf) "Railliwits ,* Shits , "the 
Knight, Baron Leipſem, Elnard the Hevedita- 
7y Prerender to the - Marquiſate” of Than, 
with-many others, whom r will not'natne in 
this Letter, By Moſes and Mahomet; — 
all Rogues; and if you'rruſt *em roo far; they ; 
{ure betray yout, 7s 00 

DIR SP 6 10S. 13 890:1207 


Nathan. 
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Nathan, believe me, I wou'd not write fo 
afſionately, were my Life at all precious, 
ur, I have*no other End:in beleadbing the 

Minute of my Tranſmigration, than to exalr, 
as much as 'in me lies,. the Majeſty of-the Oc- 
tamen Lineage, and to guard it from Dahgers. 
T am plac'd: here on Purpoſe;) by Fate: And 
I'll do my -Duty;: thoagh rhe whole World 
ſhou'd ſputter their Venom againſt me. 

Q 1/-ae/ite, both thou apd I, ,nuſt ſhortly 
leave,rhis Earthz. or at leaft, we muſt change 
the Form of our Earth, We ſhall never ——_ 
to be ſomething ; *God knows what. 

oo mean Time, be what thou ſeemeſt 
to. be, | 


Paris, '23d. of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 
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LETTER X. + 


To the Moſt Sublime, aud Magnif | 
cent of the Muſlulman Bats 
Achmet, the Vizir Azem. -* |} 


AY Chaplets of Immortal Flowers | 
IVI crown thy , Noble Head, Illuſtrious | 
Cuperl:, ſtrong Prop of the Houſe of Ertopriel ; 
main Buttreſs of the Tower of the Selzuccian | 


Tribe, the Lineage of Ottoman, Heir of the || 


Heirs to Iſmael, the Eldeft Son of our Fa- 
ther Abrahim, the Glory. of Men and. the Be- | 
loved of God. 
Nor the Unmatch'd Perfumes of Arabia, | 
nor the ſurprizing Odours of the Perſian In- | 
cenſe, which rhey offer'd ro the Sir ; not all 
the moſt $kilful Compoſitions of Eaſtern Aro- 
maricks put rogerher, are half ſo (weer, as is ? 
thy Glortous Name, among the Muſſulmans. 
I received thy Orders with a Reyerenee ſe- | 
cond only to that which is due to the Grand 
Sipnior ; and will perform them, with a | 
Loyal Alacriry, I perfe&tly comprehend thy 
Defign, and the Drift of the Sublime Port. 
For rhon haft ſtared the Caſe like an Oracle, 
"T will nor be difficult, I believe, ro ſuggeſt 
under-hand to the ' French Court, the Advan- 
rage they may make of the preſent Diftra- 
ctions in Hungary: For, they are already be- 
come the Subject of common Diſeourle, 
Lens 
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Lewis XIV. by encouraging thoſe Male-con- 


Þ tems, and ſupporting their Cauſe, with pri 
{ vate Disburſements of Money; will Joubrleſ 


facilitate bis @wn deligned Congueſts on the 
Neighbourhooods of the Rhine. For, if rhe 
Hungarian Lords proceed to an open Revolr, 
and throw themſelyes under the Sultay's Pro- 
tection ; the Emperor -of Germany will | be 
obliged to rurn all his Forces that Way: 
Which yer will not be able ro: withſtand 

United Armies of the Hwmaerians, Croatians, 
Heydukes, Tarzars, and the moſt Invincible 
O/mans. So that by this Means, the Empire 


| will be weaken'd on both Sides, and in Fatal 


Danger of its final Diſſolution : Whilſt the 
Strength and Power of the Grand Signtor, and 
the King of France, his Noble 4c, will daily 
encreale. 

Beſides, this will put all Ewrope into Divi- 
ons and Parrties, according as their Interelits 
and Aﬀections incline them ; ſome ſiding 
with the Emperor, others with the. French 
Kzng ; whilit rhe Generality will ftand Neu- 
ters, and contemplate the Ifſue of thele Wars, 
withour aſſiſting one Side or rother. Than 
which, nothing can fall our more Happy or 
Propitious for the Sacred Monarchy ot the 
O/ſmans. 

In Obedience to thy Commands, I have 
written to- Nathan Ben Saddi on this AC- 
count : Alrogether as from my lelf, not gt- 
ving him the leaſt Ground to conjecture, that 
I had receivd an Order from.the Pore. 1 
frequently rake the Liberry to counſel that 


honeſt 
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honeſt-Zew in many: Cares'; inviting hiny' ro [5 
Projetts' in General-Terms, and ro do fome |, 
ExtraordinatyService'for rheGrand Sipnion.So | 
thar he-will imagine-my writing now 18 only |! 
of Courſe, wirhout ſuſped&ting any Thing elle, 

Tbeſeech theero-ſend me all theIn{tructions 
chat: are . Needful for -me,- not only ro carry | 
ofi this Aﬀair.-proſperouſly, bur all others-re- 
tting'ro'the Pore. 'I will: be careful to rran(- 
mit thy 'Commands to Nathan' Ben Saddi,-in 
ſuch a Diſguiſe, as he ſhall nor dream they are 
any other'than my own Propoſals : Since thou 
doſt nor think ir fir that the Majeſty of the 
Port, ſhould appear to be concern'd in a Bu- 
ſineſs of this Nature ;- eſpecially, ſo ſoon af- 
rer the late Peace, concluded with the Empe- 
YOUY. ' | 

"Tis an invaluable Honour thou haſt done 
me ; in truſting'ro my Conduct an Iatrigue, 
whoſe Effects, for ought I know, may reach 
all the Nations of Europe, and laſt till the 
Day of Doom. Queſtion not my-Fidelity, for 
*ris of Proof : Betides, ir many Times remprs | 
a Man to be falſe, when he knows he is ſu Þ* 
pected ro be lo. | 

'T am S/ave of the $/aves of thoſe who ſtand 
near the Sultan's Perſon, and confeſs Moham- 
med to be the Apoſtle .of God, More particu- 
larly, I am devoted to thoſe who have the 
' Honour to ſerve thee, the Grand Pillar of the 
Oſman Empire, God perpetuate thy Felicity, 


Paris, 23d: of the 7th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1667, 
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LEI TER XfF. 


Tothe Selitar Apa, or Sword-Reart- 
er t6 the Sultan. 


Heſe Parts abound in Action at this 
Time. Couriers run up and down from 
Court to Conrt, with fecrer Diſpatches, and 
u Martrers of deep Import. The Death of the 
e Dueen of Poland, and of Pope Alexander VII. 


J- occaſion this new ſtirring and buſtling in Er- 
f- ÞF rope. Shedicd on the 1oth. of the 5rh. Mooz. 
r= J He on the 22d. Every Kingdom and State in 
| the F/e/t, have lome Inrerett” ro make or pre- 
1e ſerve; tome Deign ro form, or tro carry on; 
Ee, the Succels of which many Timcs depends on 
h JF the well managing the Contequences of thete 
Ie great and Fatal Breaches which Dearh makes 
IT - in the Famz/ies of Mighty Potentates, Houſes 
ts - | of Rojal Deſcent. 

& x8 The French Court were all diffoly'd in Joy, 


$ for the Marriage of rhe Duke of Guize with 
d Y Madamozſelie d' Alencon; They were in the 
1 midſt of the Nuptial 'Triumphs, and Fe- 


1= {tival Solemnities, when the Black Exprefles 
Ie came, Which foon turn'd all their Mirth to 
e Þ} Mourning, ar leatt in outward Appearance. 
A For it was not decent for rhe Sos ro conti- 


nue longer revelling, when the Great Father 
lay Embalm'd in Order to his Sepulture. 
Therefore, tro prevent Idleneſs, the Kzng 
: D thoug! x 
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thought fir to, change the Paſtimes of rhe 
Court, for more Neceſlary Buſineſs; and the 
ſoft Entertainments of Hymen, for the Rug- 
ged Toils of War. He caus'd his Armies to 
march into Flanders, to give his Ducen Poſle(- 
fion of certain Eſtates fallen to her in thoſe 
Parts. This ſurpriz'd the Low Countries, who 
began to demoliſh ſeveral Places of Strength, 
thar had not ſufficient Garrilons ro defend 
them. 

The King was himſelf in Perſon at the 
Head of his Army, which gave immenſe 
Courage to his Soldiers. So that Tournay 
quickly Surrender'd to him, on the 24th of 
the 6th Moon 5 and Doway not many Days 
after. In the mean while, the Mareſchal 
D' Aumont, with another. Army, takes Bergne 
and Frurnes near Dunkirk, Then he beſieges 
Lifle, which was taken alſo after Seventeen 
Days ; bur not without the K7ng's Preſence, 


who appear'd indefatigable, always on Horlſe- \ 


back, or in his Coach, going the Rounds, and | 


{urveying all the Works. He flept in his 
Coach, rhar Night the Town was taken, on 
a Bridge not far from Gaunt, They have 
allo raken Ceurtray, Oudenarde and Aloſt. They 


have defeated the Prince de Ligne, and the | 


Count de Marcin. Ina Word, they have done | 


{o many Great Things this Campaign, That ® 


all Fland?rs 1s ſtupitied, as at a Miracle. 
Illaſtrious Aga, I have in a Sort of Minia- 
ture preſented thee with the true Effpies of 
FVeſiern Aﬀairs at this Juncture, Let not my 
Abrupraeſs diſpleaſe thee ; fince rhis Epirome 


deſcribes Þ 
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deſcribes the Truth as lively, as if I'd fif'd 
an Ell of Parchment up with Words, 


Paris, 2d, of the 8th. Moor, 
of the Tear 1667. 


Qm_dO 


LETTER XIL 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


|| Know not whether I have Reaſon to 

rejoice or be fad, in my preſent Circum- 
ſtances ; ſo Ambiguous are the Events of 
Human Life. Even the moſt blandiſhing 
Gifts of Fortune, and ſach as we are extreme- 
ly taken with, many Times prove like rhe 
Trojan Horſe, only Fair and Gay in outward 
Appearance; whilſt like thar deceirful Engine 
of the Grecian Craft, they carry an Army of 
Hidden Calamiries wrtihin, which in the midſt 
of our ſecure Repoſe, when we leaſt dream 
of any Evil, ruſh upon us from their conceal- 
ed and unſuſpected Ambuſcades, purring us 
allin Terrorand Confuſion, 

However, fince I have had a ſufficient 
Share of Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy ; 
now ler other ſprightly, chearful Pafliuns 
rake their-Tucn, be the Event how 1t will. 
I cannot always bear the Burden of a loaded 
Spleen, cramm'd and puffed up with Melan- 
choly Winds, the Embryo's or Vehicles ar 

| D 2 leaſt. 


5 2 Letters Writ by Vol. VII. 


teaſt, of horrid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, 
and black Deſpair. Beixdes , .methinks, I 
have a hr Occation ro be merry; being by a 
very pleafanr Accident, art once rid ofa grear 
many vain Doubts and Anxieries, ( which 
have di{turb'd my Peace for rhele Three or 
Four Years ) and reſtor'd ro the charming 
Converſation of Daria, whom thou may 'it 
remember, I fo paflionarely Jov'd, in the 
Days of my Youth. 

Know then, that 6ne Day as I was walk- 
' ing in the Streets, I mer char lovely Greek in 
Mourning. Surpriz'd above Meaſure at the 
Sighr of a Perſon, for whom I had formerly 
cheriſh'd ſo-great an Eftcem ; I flood till ar 
Firſt, like one Thunderſtruck. I cou'd nor 
lorbear queltioning/my own . Senles, and gi- 
Ving the Lye ro my Eyes, which afſur'd me 
'rwas ſhe. Neither Age nor Abſence had 
efac'd her lov'd Idea from my Memory, or 
{o much chang'd her Face, bur char I eafily 
call'd ro. mind the Object of .my Amorous 
Deſires. Yer, my Aſtoniſhment 'was ſuch 
at this unthoughr of Interview, that I had 
not Reſolution enough to believe my elf. 
And her Amazement ſcem'd no lels than 
mine : Whilſt neither of us had Power to ſpeak, 
bur ſtood like Fools : Till I aſham'd longer to 
lole my ſelf in ſuch an effeminare Contution 
of Sptrir, firſt broke Silence, nor without 
ſome Raprure and Emotion, crying out, 
* Is it Darza, or her Ghoſt, I fee 2 Has For- 
* zune  bleſs'd, or mock'd me at this Fatal 
* Hour 2 Or.do deluding Nymphi and Fai- 
« F265, 
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| os oY 
, ries, haunt. the Streets of Populons Citics, 


walking about in borrow'd Forms; and 
* mixing with the Throng of Morrals, ro 
* tanralize our foſteit Hopes . with a falſe 
«* Shew of forme dear Lover, Friend or Per-: 
* fon highly wiſt'd for. ne'er to be enjoy'd 2 
* It may be true, Thar Cythera left her 
& Heaven, ( as Virgil does: relate ) and in 
«a Tyrian Drels, mer the Heroick Off- 
« ſpring. of Anchyſes: in the Fields, amu- 
« fag him with a diſguized Semblance of 
« Mortality and Human Race, until her 
© Heavenly Voice diſcoverd thar ſhe was a 
* Goddeſs. So us'd Diana ro deſcend in dead 
* of Night, and mix the Slumbers of End- 
* 2102 With Immortal Dreams ; ſtealing ſoft 
«* Kifles from the lovely Youth, and whiſpe- 
* ring Celeſtial! Words into his Ears, more 
* forcible than the Songs of Orpheus , 
«* when he moy'd the Trees and” Rocks to 
« Paflions of Platenick Love. Ar other 
« Times they wou'd come: down and -rake 
* the Air of cool Mount Hzmus, or the lofty 
* Ida. Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the rett 
@ oth" Sacred Nine, wou'd often viſit the 
«* Refreſhing Heights of their belov'd Pay- 
t naſſus , trom whence deſcending -ro the 
* Shady Banks of Helicon, with more rl:an 
«* Mortal ' Voices, wou'd awake and. rempr 
* the wanton Eccho's to firike up, like Vni- 
«* ſons, and joyn in Conſort with 'emm, whilſt 
«* they chant the Praiſes of ſome Demi God or 
® Her; whom they love. Bur that a Goddeſs 
* Nymph, or+ Muſe did eer. frequent the 
| D 3 © Common 
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* Common Crowd of Morrtals in a City,is not 
«* rg be credited. "Therefore, unleſs I dream, 
* it is Daria I behold. 

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ec- 
ftaſies, at mentioning of her Name, bur that 
the ſmil'd, and interrupred me with an obli- 
ging Reſervedneſs, and faid ; © Mahmetr, if 
* you are the Man I take you for, and wou'd 
«* have my Eſteem, be leſs paffionate, and 
« leave off this wild Way of Raillery. We 
* borthare paſt rhe Vanities of Yourh. Our 
%Years ſhou'd now retain no Remnant Froths 
* of early boiling Blood, and Young, Green, 
« Fooliſh Paffions. 

I reok this only for a Female Banter, an 
Effay of women's Craft, ro try the Senſe 
and Hamonr of a Man. For, thou knoweſt, 
the greareſt. Princeſs loyes a traly pnfltonate 
Addreſs, though not a puling, whiming one. 
Beſides, *ris the Faſhion here in France, to 
uls Remantick Forms of Speech, when they 
make Love. However, in Regard it was 
Inconvenient to loſe-more Time, in the open 
Street, by this Sort of Diſcourſe, I invited 
her to a Houſe, where we might converſe 
with more Freedom. She accepted the Mo- 
fion, and I conducted her to the Houſe of 
Eliachim the Few, *Tis pleafantly ſeated on 
the Banks of the River Seine, and has a fair 
Garden belonging ro it. Elzachim happen'd 
to be abroad, which gave us a better -" cnn 
runity of improving our Time, withour the 
neceſiary Interruption of Salutes, Compli- 
ments, (fc. uſual in fuch a Caſe, And I 

had 
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had rhe Command of his Houſe, as though 
he had been there himſelf. 

It being in the Heat of Summer, I led 
Daria into a little Shady Green Retrear, in 
the midſt of the Garden, our of the Reach of 
curious Ears; where, under the cool re- 
freſhing Shelrer of a wide-{pread Beech, we 
ſat down, and call'd to Mind our, former Ac- 
quaintance and Friendſhip: Daria flill re- 
raind her Native Modetty and Prudence, 
Neirher had'the external Beauty of her Face 
ſuffer d any_ greater Detriment, than what 
befalls the faireſt Roſes, Violets, or other 
Flowers, which even-in their moſt decayed 
Eftare, merit the , Character of Amiable 
Sweetneſs. However, rhe Luſtre of her Wir, 
and Goodneſs of her Humour, ftpply'd all 
other Defects. 

I proreft, my Dpnet, it was Impoſſible for 
me to. {ce, and not to love again, a Perſon ' 
whoſe Idea. once was ſo DomeRick and Fa- 
miliar ro my Soul, And I was the more 
animated ro make my Ceurt, when ſhe rold 
me, that ſhe was a Fidow, "Twas ecaly to 
forger, or baniſh from my Thoughts, her 
former Fairhful Treachcry, in acquauuting 
her Husband with my Amour, Love ſoon 
removes all puny Obſtacles; ris ready, 
prompt, and dexrrous to find Excutlcs tor 
the greateſt Faults a Friend can e'er com- 
mir : Much more ingenious to palliate rhe 
Peccadillo's of a Miſtreſs. ' This Generous 
Paſſion by a.peculiar Force extirpates all Re- 
venge, and blots our the Memozrs of paſt 
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Unkindnefſes. Ir ever. ſprings and blooms 
with freſh Defircs, young vigorous Inclinatt- 
ons. Like to- the Palm oppreſs'd with 
Weights, ir higher grows, "Twou'd fain en- 
creale, dilate, and ſtretch it ſelf ro Immor- 
tality. "There's no Conſideration, but that 
of Honours, can pretend to match, or ſtand 
in Competition with the Divine Regards of 
Love. And yer, the molt exalted Human 
Glory often vails to this ſoft Paſſion. The 
Conquerours of the World, ſuffer themſelves 
to be overcome by Women, 

Wonder not therefore, That I who am 
Fleſh and Blood as.well as other Men, cou'd 
not now defend my ſelf from fair- Daria's 
Charms. 

Excuſe me in that I cannot now give thee 
any farrher Account of this Adventure ; be- 
ing interrupted by a Meflenger from Elia- 
chim the Few, who brirgs me Word, my 
Mother is very Sick, and wants my Compa- 
ny. Expect another Diſpatch ſpeedily, 


Paris, the 15th. of the 1cth, Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Cuſtoms, and Superinten- 
dent of the Arſenal at Conftan- 
tinople, 


'"T '15 written in the Fates, That Manſhon'd © 

once at leaſt, be vanquiſh'd by a F'oman 
in his Life. Bur, 'tis my Chance ro be twice 
ſubdued by one of thar fair Sex. I know nor 
whether I acquainted thee: with whe Love I 
formerly bore ro Daria a Beauritul Greek La- 
dy ſojourning in-Paris. Neither have I at this 
Inftant an Opportunity to look over the File 
of my Letrers, they being in my Lodgings , 
and I at Eliachim's Houle, where I wrire this 
Lerrer, for the ſake of a Convenience, which 
offers it ſelf, of ſending thee a {mall Preſent 
of Watches and Ortental Stones, by a Few, a 
Merchant who is juſt departing for-Conſtan= - 
tinople. 

However, if thou art curious ro know the 
Circumſtances of this Amour I ſpeak of; 
Our Friend Oglou can inform thee of it. In 
the mean Time, ſuffer me to vent ſome of 
my Thoughts concerning Women, and the 
Love of them, rooted hats in our Hearts 
by Nature. None of our Sex cou'd e'er ef- 
cape this gentle Paflion, it being mixed and 
blended in our yery Original Embrys's, and 
LY}. atrex 
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after cheriſh'd with our Mothers Milk. It 
was the peculiar Myftery of our Nurſes, by a 
Thouſand Female Tricks and Arts of necel- 
fary Tenderneſs, to blow and kindle up the 
little Sparks of this Immortal Fire within 
our Infant Souls ; whilft from their Breaſts 
we ſuck'd and guzzl'd down inebriating Phil- 
ters and Love-Potions,moure forcible and dura- 
ble than thoſe the Grecian Maids compound 
by Magick Rules, when they wou'd captivate 
fome Lovely Youth within their Snares. Our 
Blood thus fed with early Sympatherick 
Draughts, becomes the Seminary of a Thou- 
fand Amorous Inclinations ; General, un- 
form'd, and volatile Aﬀections, ro that Sex : 
Till Time and Opportunity fix our looſe 
Defires, on ſome particular Maid, whom 
Fate or Chance has brought into our View. 
Ar the Firſt Glance, ſhe darts from her en- 
chanting Eyes the perfect Image of her Soul, 
which penetrates, like Lightning, our moſt 
Interiour Faculties. The ſwifr Idea foon 
wansforms us into its own Similitude ; like 
melted Wax we take the Momentary Im- 
preſſion of a Figure, which may laſt as long 
as we, Or, if we melr again, 'ris but to re- 
ecive ſome other Stamp of Love, Thus ;our 
whole Life paſſes away in an Enchanted Cir- 
cle of Amours, 

However, 'tis the Part of a Wiſe Man to 
regulate rhis Pafſion, and nor ſuffer it ro de- 
generate into Dotage. There is muco to 
be laid in Praiſe of Women, and nor a little 
in their Diſparagement, As we are Riddles 
ro 
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ro our ſelves, ſo that Sex is in a higher De- 
gree, Myſterzous, and a Paradox. 

'T wou'd be a kind of Sacrilegious Envy-to 
conceal their ExceHencies, and the Advanra- 
ges they have of us, in many Regards, whilſt 
our partial Pen ſhall only publiſh their De-- 
fets and Infirmities. Some Hebrew Doors 
from rhe Different Names of Adam and Eve, 
draw Arguments to prove the Dignity. and 
Perfection of the Female Sex, in that Adam 
fgnifies | Earth ] bur Eve expreſſes [ Life. ] 
For, they affirm, that every Name which 
God impos'd on any Thing , deſcribes its 
Nature and Qualities, as a Pifure repreſents - 
the Original. Therefore, by how much Life 
is more to be efteem'd than Earth, by ſo 
much more Excellenr, in the Opinion of theſe 
Rabbr's, is Woman than Man. 

They go farther alſo, and from. the Afi- 
nity. berween Eve's Name and the Sacred 
Name of God, the Ineffable Tetragrammateon, 
the Cabbalifts borrow Proofs in Confirmation 
of their Dofrzne. 

I know not, whether fueh Critical. Obſer- 
vations be of any Moment, or no, in this 
Caſe; Yer, thou know'f, that all: the E:- 
ſtern Languages are full of hidden Myſterics ; 
each Word and Lerrer being impregnated 
with ſome Divine or Natural Secrer, beſide 
the common obvious Senſe. Thus- 4! Jerb;, 
the Holy Muſſulman Defor ſays, There's 
Magick-in the Sacred Name of Feſws, and that : 
whene'er it ſhall be once pronounced through - 
the Great Tube or Trump of _— - 

| al 
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ſhall cauſe all rhe Powers in Heaven, 1n- 
Earth, and He!!, to bow the Knee. This 
Globe, . whereon. we tread, ſhall tremble, and 
all che Elements melt away ; the Firmament 
ſhalt be ſnarch'd- up, likero the Motion of 
an Eſtern Antiporr, Veil, or Curtain. The 
widc-ftrerch'd. Orvzs Above, ſhall warp and 
row) rogether, as a ſcorched Skin, or Piece 
of Parchmenrt does before a Fire. So forci- 
ble will be the Energy. of that Tremendous 
FYO R D by which. the Vniverſe. was made, 
when Gad deſigns: to rend this. Viſible. World 
of ours in Pieces, that he may reveal his 
Nobler Works, the Worlds Inviſible and E- 
ternal. This mighry Frame, on every vide 
will bow, and yeild, and vaniſh ; not able. 
ro ſupport the crowding Train and Luſtre of 
Immortal Glories, Radiant, Bright Eſſences, 
deſcending in a Body-from the High Palaces 
of Ged, the Infinite Solitudes.and Receſles of, 
the Omnipoter?, 

Thou haſt no Reaſon to be ſcandaliz'd ar 
whar I write, as if I werea Chriftian. Thou 
leeft I have a Door of the Arabs for my 
Author : A True Biltever, . and; repured: 
Sainr. Beſides, if I am worthy to adviſe 
thee, .ler not rhe Common Practice of Mu/- 
ſuiman Profeflors in the Imperial Ciry, tempr 
thee ro deſpiſe. the Bleſſed Son of Mary, of 
whom our- Holy Prophet ſpeaks ſo honoura- 
bly. How many Chapters in the Alcoran do 
celebrate his Praiſe ? I rather counſel thee to 
imirate the honeſt Trurcomans, who are c>- 
ftcemed the beſt of True Belicrers, Thele 
honour 
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honour both: Feſis and his matchle(s Pirgin-. 
Mother. So do the Chupmeſſiaſi, and all good 
Muſſulmans, As for the Reſt, they're ether 
Superſtitious and Morofe Fanaticks, Profli- 
gare Renegadcs, or Looſe, Wild. Libertines, 
who fear neither God or May. 

And now T've mention'd that Incomparable 
Mary, Mother of . the Meſſias, of whom the 
Mighty Afcoran ſpeaks ſuch ' Venerable 
Things ; it-15- a fir Occaſion ro return from 
my Digreftion, and proceed in relating what 
the Fewi/h Rabbi's ſay farther in Commerida- 
tion of the Female Sex. 

They conſider the Order which God,' ac- 
cording to the #/r:itins of - Moyes, obſerved 
- in the Creation; viz: That among his Works 
| ſome are Incorruptible, and Immortal ; others 
ſubject ro Corruption and Change; and that 
as he began in- the Nobleft  Specres- of the 
Former, ro wir, pure ſeparate Spirits, {o he 
ended in the Mot Ililaftrious of the latrer, 
that is,, H/oman ; the laſt of all: his Works, 
and the molt Perfect of Compound Beings ; 
for-in-her are center'd and: confummared the 
Narure of the Heavens, the Earth, Air, Fire 
and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and Ani- 
mals, and whatſoever clſe was made before 
her. This is the Opinion of ſome Hebrew 
Writers, who believe, that God having made 
Eve, and then furvey'd the Syſtem of his 
Works, found nothing more Excellent or 
Divinely fram'd than 1/oman. Therefore in 
her he reſted and commenc'd the Sabbath, as 


if his Power and Wiſdom now were tir'd and 
: foil'd, 
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foil'd, and rhar he-cow'd nor ſtart the Idea of 
another Creature, more perfect than her. 
Or, as if he did: nor eſteem the Univerſe it 
ſelf compleat wirheur the laft and moſt ac- 


comptith'd of his Works. For, they hold, it 


is abſurd ro believe, that God wou'd finiſh 
ſuch a prodigious and admirable Fask, in 
any mean or abje&t Thing. They allo illu- 
ſtrare this by a Similirude, afferting, That 
the World being as it were an intire Circle, 
it follows by a Neceffary Conſequence, thar 
it was finiſh'd in that Part, which by the moſt 
Intimate Union, couples the Firſt -Arome to 
the Laſt. 

They endeavour to ſtrengthen this by the 
Common Principle of Ph:/s/ophy, whick teach- 
es, That the End is always Firſt in the In- 
tention, and laft in Execution, Pomnan 
therefore being the Laſt Work of the Crea- 
tion, it 1s evident, ſay they, that ſhe was 
rhe Chief Dehgn and Aim, the Almighty had 
in building this Immenſe Fabrick, which he 
firft furniſhed and adorned with infinite 
Riches and Delights. and then introduc'd 
her, as into her own Native, Proper Palace, 
there to reign-as Abſolure Queen over all his 
Works. 

Beſides, they take Advantage from - the 
particular Place of her Creation, to exalt 
ber, in that ſhe was form'd in Parad:/e; amo 
rhe Anyzls, whereas May was made in the 
Common Waſte among the Brutes. And 
rherefore they ſay, P/omen have this peculiar 
Privilege, Thar when they look down from 
any 
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any Eminent Heightor Precipice, they feel no 
Dizzineſs or giddy Symptoms in their Head, 
no Miſt or Dimnefs in their Eyes, being, as it 
were, nearer their Proper Element, or lofty 
Birth-Place. Whereas it is conimon for Men 
to' be rroubled with theſe Accidents in fuch a 
Caſe. 

But the moſt prevailing Argument they 
uſe, is raken from the Stupendous Beauty of 
thar Sex, which, like the finer Sort of Clouds 
in Summer, ſeems ro engrols the Sptendors 
of Immortal Lighr, and (6 reflect them on 
the World. How matchleſs is a Foman's 
Form ? What dazzling Majeſty environs her, 
from Head ro Foor ? Gaze on her lovely 
Counrenance withour Aſhoniſhment ; or fix 

our Eyes on het's without an Ecftahe ; 

hoſe Lights which do miflead rhe Morning 
Stars, and cauſe the Gods ro ramble from 
their Heaven, if what the Ancient Poets ſay, 
be true. So did Apollo for his Daphne, and 
Fupiter for others of that charming Sex. Nei- 
ther need we wonder at this, fince rhe Mrit- 
ten Law ir ſelf records, that Ampels fell in 
Love with Admirable Maids of Human Race, 
and rook 'em for their Wives, or Concubines, 
from whom the Propeny of Giants came. Thus 
more Modern M7r:ters teſtify, that Incorpore- 
al Spirits and Demons of all Ranks and Qua- 
lities, borh Good and Bad, have been enitam- 
ed with Ardenrt Paffions for ſome Mor: al Vir- 
gin. Which is no falſe or vain Opinion, as 
the Incredulous Part of Men wou'd fain infi- 
nuate, bur a known Truth, confirm'd by ma- 
ny Experiences, Indeed, 
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Indeed, fo admirable is the- Figure, Voice, 
and Mien, of- a Fair Moman, that he is will- 
fully blind-, who does nor ſee , whatſoever 
Beauties the whole World is capable of, con- 
center'd in tbat Sex. And-for this Reaſon 
'ris, that not only Man, with Angels, D.emons, 
Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of Ratic- 
nal: Beings, admire a Fair Y/oman ; bur allo 
rhe very Brutes are ſtruck with a profound 
Amazement at her Sight : With Sighs and (- 
lent Vows, the Animal Generations pay Ho- 
mage to her, and adore the ſtately Idol. E- 
very thing in Nature is enamour'd, and lies 
proftrate- at her Feer. She alone commands 
the Univerſe. 

Yer afrer all, my Brother, they have their 
dark fide too, like the re{t of Mixed Beings, 
They.-are the Frontier Paſſes of the World 
Above, and that Below : The Gates of Life 
and Death, the very Avennes to Heaven or 
Hell, according as they're us'd. Like Fire 
they'll warm and refreſh a Man, if he keep 
at a due diftance ; but, if he approach roa 
near, they'll ſcorch and bliſter bum , if nor 
conſume him quire. Or, like that other E- 
lement. of Water, they're very good and ſer- 
viceable, whilit kepr within their Bounds, 
bur ler them once break down the Banks of 
Modeſty , they'll threaten all with Ruine, 
In a Word , 'tis neither ſafe to vex 'em in 
the leaſt, or humour 'em too much, The 


"nn 


Exceſs of Fondnels, as well as the Defect of 


Narural Love, may equally undoe us. Pru- 
dent Generoſity is the only Method- of ma- 
king 
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king our ſelves happy in the Enjoyment of 
this Sex. 

Dear Pefte/i, let us Rexerence ouf ſclves 
and then we cannor fail of due Reſpect from 
our M/rves and Concubines. For, they love a 
Man that's truly Maſculine and Brave. 


Paris, the 15th. of the toth. Moon, 
of the Tear 1667, 


_— 


LETTER XIV. 
To the Same. 


Uſt as I'd finiſh'd r'other Letter, I was 
alarm'd afreſh with new Diſcoveries of Sc- 
hyman's Treachery. That Barbarous Dog, 
is certainly an Impof Hell, a. Devil in Human 
Fleſh ; an Adventitious Plant, pluck'r from 
the Drery Banks of Phlegeton, or Cocytus, and 
engrafred in onr Noble Stock, on ra 
to ruine and deltray us. The whole Tribe is 
bound ro curſe him with immortal Execra- 
tions. | He induftriouſly feeks and ftudies all 
Occaſions. ro do Miſchief, His Veins ſure 
ſtream. with. fterce!t Venoms, rather than 
with Human Blood. The Poyſon. of Dra- 
gonsand Aſps is under his Tongue, and the 
Gall of Crccodiles within his Lips. His 
Lungs. breath nothing - but Infernal Smokes ; 
the £ P:riT Negzzer times the: Sy/tole ard = 
altos 
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aſtole of his Heart ; and his whole Body is a 
Den of Fiends, as Foul and Black, as thoſe 
which guard the Throne 'of the Grear Prince 
of Datkneſe. | | 

I con'd have eafily forgiven. his ſly malici- 
ous Attempts upon my Life and Honour ; his 


Interloping 'Tricks. and Plots, his Calumnies 
and Slanders, with all the Train of his Perfi- 


dious Actions : Bur, that he ſhou'd abuſe the | 
Verruous Fatima, . Daughter tro our Uncle 
Uſeph, is an Injury I cann't pur up, or par- | 
don. Thar Innocent Lady araleev'd uch 


Cruel Unmanly Uſage at his Hands. The 
Dregs of a Thouſand bitter Curſes be his Por. 
tion to drink in Hell, unleſs he repent of this 
prodigious Baſeneſs, and make Honourable f 
Satisfaction. ' 

Thou wilt wonder perhaps, whar is Soþ- 


man's Crime, that fills me with ſuch impla- 4 
cable Reſentments. Know rhen, that Fats= | 
ma's Husband, being cal ra the ron! Fi F 
10r's Service in the Pars of tia, and 
for that Reaſon, forced to rarry from her 
above theſe Fourreen Moons ; ſhe- entruſted 
So/lyman with an Afﬀair of grand Importance, , 
a Matrer which concern'd her Life, Honour, | 
and. Welfare in the World, | It fees ſhe had 
a Quarrel with an old Grecian Hag, who | 
ſonghr ro _ her ro the Great Cad: of ! 
Smyrna, where ſhe lives. This Grandee had 
by a ſtrange Accident, ſeen Fatima in a Bath, 
frequented only by YYomen of Duality. How- 
ever, through ſome Neglect of rhe: Servanrs, 
he was not ſpy'd himſelf, but went away 
deeply 
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deeply in Love. That Pafſion, thou know'ſt, 


'* makes every Body reſtleſs, that is rormented 
- with it. He knew net how to eafe himſelf, 


but by communicating his Thoughts ro rhe 
fore-mention'd Grecian Widow, whom he 
had often made the Confidenrof his Amours. 


Y The thorow-pac'd Bawd foon promis'd him 


Relief, and that ſhe wou'd accompliſh his 
Defires. However the fail'd and found her 
ſelf miſtaken, when ſhe came to tempr the 
Inviolate Chaſtity of Fatima. For, all her 
glittering Promiſes, her fofreſt Rberorich , 
cou'd ne'er corrupt a Heart eftabliſh'd firm in 
Vertue. = 

Mad art her Repulfe, ſhe ſtudies how to be 
reveng'd, concetving it not impoſſible to bring 
her Deſigns abour by Violence, fince Fair 
Perſwafions wou'd nor do. She-frames a For- 
mal Accuſation againſt Farime before the Ca- 
di, raxing her with PFrehcraft and: other 


; Crimes, npon Oath. The Cad? having ſeatn-: 


ed his Leflon,wou'd not hear the Canſe-in open 


| Divan; bur pretending Indiſpoſition of Body, 


caus'd her ro be brought before him in his 
ue Bed-chamber. The Greek had ready 

y her, ſeveral fuborn'd'A7:nefſes, ro depoſe- 
moſt horrid Things againſt the Innocent Wo- 
man. When the Cad: profeifing an intire 
Reſpect ro Fatima's Husband, feem'd ro take 
Pity on her Circumſtances, and wav'd the 
farther Proſecution of the Cauſe till another 
Time, keeping Fatima Priſoner in the mean. 
whule in his own Palace, 


All 
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All this was manag'd fo privately, thar no 


Body in the Town took Notice of it, ſave an 


Acquaintance or Two of the Grecian Widow, 
and So/yman our worthy Couſin, who | hap- 
pen'd to be at Smyrna in this very JunCture, 
among his other Rambles. 

Perſons in Trouble are willing to fly for 


Refuge ro any Friend, defiring their- Aft- 


ſtance. Fatima, all in Tears at ſuch an-un- 
expected Change of her Condition, had 
Lerſure and Opportunity toſpeak: ro So/yman, 
conjuring him ro go ro certain intimate 
Friends of our Family, living in Hleſpo and 
tell them her Circumſtances. Inſtead of this, 
the Faithleſs Villain goes ro her Husband's 
Friends. at. Tripols,- telling them the utmoſt 
ſhameful and Scandalous Things of Fatima, 
his Malice cou'd invent gs and that by her 
lewd Courſes ſhe had well-nigh ruin'd her 
Husband ; producing at the ſame Time for- 
ed Bils and Letters as from him, whereby 
raisd a Thoufand Zegquins, with which 
the perjur'd Villain's gone.no. Body knows 
whither, to make his 4 Fortunes ence 
gin, and lay a Foundation for new Cheats. 
hilft rhe poor injur'd Fatima, is forc'd: to 
bear rhe. Reproach and Infamy of Things 
| Whereof ſhe ne'er was guilty, Bur, Time I 
hope will clear her Innocence, and bring thar 
Curſed Vagabond ro Shame. 

I counfell'd him indeed long ago to travel, 
and ſee the various Repions of the Earth. Bur, 
I neer advis'd him ro load his Soul in ſuch 
long Voyages with the Guilt of baſe Ingrati- 
rude, 
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tude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy and other 
Vices of the blackeit Hue. The _ ſmaller 


b. Frailties, Stains, and Blemiſhes of Human 


Life, are too great a Burden for a generous 
Hearr ro bear withour Complaints and Sighs. 
He that has bur a Spark of Vertue in him, 
bluſhes for every Peccadillo he commits. - If, 
rempted by good Company, or in Hopes to 
baniſh Melancholy Thoughts, he indulge 
himſelf a larger Draughroft Wine, than whar 
is Ordinary, and ſo inſenſibly boil up his 
00d to Irregular Heights and Superfluiries, 
he's all this while no Body's Foe bur his own: 
He plors no Miſchief againft his Friend, Re- 
lation, Harmleſs Neighbour,or Acquaintance. 
All the Enmity he ſhews is to himlelf, and 
in his Cups he is not aware of that. For 
which Reafon afterwards, to expiate rhe Cri- 
minal Advances he made to {el-Murder ; he 
willingly ſcums off the grofſer Ebullicion of 
his hearted Veins, in penitent weeping : A 
Flood of Tears runs trom his Eyes, like ge- 
nerous Libations at the Foor of the Altar, 
ro pacity the Wrath of God ; whilit rhe ligh- 
ter Part evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. 
Thus this Pollution vaniſhes like Smoak, and 
he is ſoon made Clean again. And fo1n other 
Vices 'tis the ſame, with Men difpos'd to Ver- 
tue, They endeavour to root our the Evil 
Habits they're accuſtom'd ro. "They try all 
Ways, and Stratagems to reform themſelves. 
But wicked Men by Inclination,fin'on withour 
Remorle. They never ftudy to retrench rhe 
Evils they commit, Ever propenle to —_ 

they 
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they chuſe its ways, and court the Opportu- | 
nities of doing Impious Things. They're na- |} 
tively Unjuft, and cannor live at Eaſe with- |” 
out premedirated Crimes. Ir 1s their 'Ele- 
ment, ro be projecting Miſchief, And ſuch a | 
one is Solyman our Couſin. 

Ged inſpire him with more Grateful Senti- | 
ments towards his Friends, more Natural and ' 
Aﬀectionarte to thoſe of his Blood, and a more ? 
juſt Deportment to all Men : Or elſe may } 
he be like Caiy, who for murdering his Bro. i 
ther was condemn'd ro be a Vagabond on 
Earth ; and like Jenuls Bazar the Perſian, | 
who falſely accus'd Hoſain the Prophet ,and for || 
that Reaſon was troubled with a Pay in his | 
Head as long as he livd. 


Paris, 1 5th. of the 1oth, Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER 
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LETTER RXV. 
To the Mufti's Vicar. 


Sent an Account to the Port of rhe Death 

of the lare Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the 
Great Patriarch of the Nazarenes. Now the 
Cardinals have choſen another to ſucceed him, 
whom they call Clement IX. A Man ofa 
great Character for Learning and Piery, and 
one from whom the Franks. expect Glorious 
Things to be done for rhe Publick Good of 
Chriſtendom. 

Theſe Popes ſeem to inherit the Authority 
and Honour of the Ancient Pontifex Max:- 
mus, or High-Prieft of the Romans in the 
Time of Paganiſm. Nay, they aflume a far 
more Ample and Uncontroulable Power. 
For, thoſe Gentile Prelates always ſubmitted 
to the Imperial Authority, from which they 
recerv'd Protection and Maintenance. But, 
thele Chriſtian Fathers acknowledge no S#- 
periour on Earth. Kings and Emperours do 
Homage to them, and perform rhe meaneft 
Services ; as, to hola the Baſon whilſt the + 
waſhes his hands ; to hold the Szzrrop, whiltt 
he. mounts, or alights from off his Mule. 
Sometimes Great Princes lead his Horſe by 
the Bridle ; whilft at anorher Seaſon, =? 
carry him on their Shoulders. "Tis Recorded, 
that Eumenes, King of Pergamus, came to 
Rome, and pulling off his Turvant, _— 
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laid ir on the Ground before the Senate, con. | 


fefling he receiv'd his Liberty from them. 


And Pruſias, King of Bithynia, us'd to ſtyle } 


himſelf the Roman Senate's Slave, and bow 


down to the Earth before rhem.. Bur, this | 


is nothing ro the Reverence which Greateſt 


Monarchs pay the Pope, when crawling on 


their Hands and Knees, they kiſs the Sandal 
ori his Foor. 

He can make and depoſe Kings ar Pleaſure, 
ablolye Subjefs from their Allegiance ; bind 
and remir Sins, open and ſhut rhe Gares of Pa- 
raiſe, Purgatory, and Hell, or at lealt he en- 
deavours to make the World believe fo. 

He has Seventy Cardinals for his Aififtants, 
and Counſellors, all equal ro Princes: A 
Hundred and Thirty Archbiſhops under his 
Obedience : A Thoutand and Seventeen Bi- 
ſhops: A Hundred and Forty Four Thouland 


Monaſteries and Religious Houles : Three | 
Hundred Thoutand Pariſhes obeying his | 


Will, and yielding Homage ro him. So that 
it he were refolvd ro carry on ſome laſting 
Yar, he need only lay an Impoit of Six 
Crowns a Year on every Monaſtery ; and 
Fifry Two on every Pariſh, and it would 
amount to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly 
Income. And if out of every Monaſtery, he 
choſe out Ten Men, he wou'd have an Army 
of Fourteen Hundred and Forty Thouſand 
Men. Which 1s more than any Potentate in 
the World can do beſide. 


Thou wilt ſay, 'tis a Wonder then he does | 
nor pur this in Practice, and ſo wage War 


with 
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with the Grand Signior, who has fleec'd- him 
of ſo many flouriſhing Countries formerly un- 
der his Obedience. 

O Sacred Oracle of the Muſſulmans, God 
has tied up his Hand ; he cannot do it. Theſe 
are bur Empry Speculations, Impracticable 
Projects, Phantaſtick Chimera's. The migh» 
ty Train of his Ar-chbiſhops, Biſhops, Pariſh= 
Prieſts, with Feſuits, Monks and Friars, 
though never ſo willing ro obey his Orders 
in ſuch a Caſe, - yet cannot ftir a Foot with- 
out the leave of their Reſpective Sove- 
reigns. For, they are diſpersd through. di- 
vers Kingdoms, Stares and Principalities , 
where they are ſubje<t ro the Laws and Go- 
vernment in Force. So that unleſs he cou'd u- 
nite the Hcarrs of all the Chriſtian Princes one 
with another, and with his own, to under- 
take {o grand an Expedition, it is wnpoflible 
ever to effect his Will. Each Natzon bas an 
Intereſt of 11s own to purlue, which makes 
'em dcaf to luch Propoſals as may embarals, 
it not ruine them. No Peter oi the Deſart, 
rambling up and down from Court to Court, 
with his Religious Harangue, will e'er again 
prevail ro raxe another Cruſade, That Zeal 
15 our of Faſhion now in Chriſtendom. Kings 
in theſe later Apes, have not halt the At- 
tach and Veneration for the Pope, they. had 
in former Times. When Pope Boniface VIII 
claimed a Temporal Juriſdiction in. France ; 
P/»Jip the Fair , being then King, tent, him 
this ſhort Anſwer ; Let thy Great Settilionejs 


know , That” in Temporals we are ſuoject. to 
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mone but God alone. And a French Embaſſador 
at Rome, ſpeaking ſomething boldly to rhe 
Pope , the Prelate reproach'd him, 'That 'kis 
Father was burnt for a Heretich ; whereupon 
the Embaſſador gave him ſuch a [Box o'th' 
Bar, that he fell down as Dead. 'Bur ir 
was a tart Meſſage indeed, which the Eaſtern 
Biſhops ſent ro Pope Fohn III. who clauned 
an Univerſal Anthority over all rhe Churches 
inthe World. 'For ſaid they, We firmly believe 
thy Abſolute Authority over thy own Subjetts ; 
but we who are not ſubjet to thee, «cannot 
bear | thy Pride, nor are we able to ſatiate thy 
Avarice. The Devil be with thee, and God with 


US 
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In a Word, All Denmark, Swedeland, Nor- | 


way, Holland, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ire- ' 
land, 'half the Empire, and half Swfſſerland, | 


are fallen of from their Obedience ro the 
Pope within theſe Two Hundred Years. And 


thoſe Kingdoms and States whichyer continue [ 


under the Yoke, are ready to ſhake ir off 
at every Turn, when they are never lo little 
gaul'd and vex'd. France, Spain and Venice, 
ofren buff the Pope into & 

their Demands. Nor dares he to reſiſt; but 


winks and puts-up all, like'an old decripid | 


i 


omphlance with / 


Father, tor whom his Sons are grown too | 


ſtrong. 


Holy Succeſſor of the Prophet and Meſſer | 


gers of God 3; Thou art th' Infalible Interpre- 


cer of the Law, and Fudge of Equity, yer doſt * 
not arrogate a Power -above thy Commiſſion. | 
The Grand $:gnjor honours thy Wiſdom'and | 
_ | danCtity ; 


Vol.VIT. «a $py af PARIS. yg; 
Sandtiry ; and thou obey'ſt with humble 


, 

> |} Submiſſion the Imperial Edifts, He is thy 
; Lord, and thou his Guide and Tutor in the 
1 Way to Paradiſe. May God increaſe thy It- 
y luminations with thy Years, and 'inſpire me 
t $ and all the True Faithful with ſincere Loyalty 
2 & to our Sovereien, and deyout Obedience to 
1 3 thee, withour the leaſt Alloy of Treachery 
; 1 or Superſtition. 

e 

; Paris, 2d. of the t ith. Moon, 

t \ of the Tear 1667, 
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et 
/ - SETTER AVL 


To Nathan Ben Saddi; « Jew .at | 
Vienna. 


N OW thou ſeeſt, I am a truer Prophet / 
than thy New Meſias, that Impoftor Sab- | 
bati Sevi : And yer, though I'm 1o in Effect, | 
I do nor aſpireart rhe Title; I claim no Cha- 
1 rater above that of a Mortal, who has nor 
, quite forfeited his Senſe and Reaſon, Howe- 
\\j ver. if thou wilt yer retain ſome Veneration 
for his Perſon, ſhew it by imntating his Ex- 


f ample, and embrace the Muſſul/man Faith as 
he has done, Ar leaſt he outwardly profefles 
k it ; and had the Honour to do fo firit, in Pre- [4 


| ſence of the Sultan. I know not whether thou |} 
| haſt heard of this or no. Thy Brethren per- |: 
| haps may be unwilling ro diſperſe the News 
of a Converſion bringing ſo much Infamy ro 
all your Race. 'Tis po:lible they are aſham'd 
to own or publiſh ro the World, the Tidings 
of their own Egregious Folly, in giving up 
their Faith to ſuch a Cheat as this; a Cheat 
as one would think grown ſtale and ferid e- 
nough, to make a Man that had the ſmalleſt | 
Grain of Senſe recoil , conſidering how oft | 
-your Fathers have been bubbl'd before by 
ſuch Upſtart Meſiafſes, ſuch Spurious Prophets 
as this. 
I commend the Wir of Sabbat; Sevz, in y 1 
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he would not ſtand the Brant of the Grand 
Stonior's Archers, or by a vain Preſumprion 
hope for Miracles from Heaven ro skreen his 
Naked Body from a Shower of Fatal Shafts. 
Had he been fo raſh, I ſhon!d eftcem him rhe 
grexrelt Miracle of Stupidity thar c'er was 
extant on the Earth. If thou haſt nor been yer 
inform<-d'of theſe Paffages, Fame will quickly 
bring them to thy Ears; and then my Lerter 
will not ſeem obſcure. In the mean time, al- 
ſure thy ſelf, he deny'd his 4peſtieſhip, ro ſave 
his Life, and this before the Grand Sipnzor, 
with rhe chief Grandees of the Corrt: Where, 
ar the ſame time, he confefs'd One God and 
Mahomet his Mefſenger. It thou art his Di/- 
ciple therefore, thou. oughtelt ro be ſtediatt, 
and rread in his Steps, giving Glory ro the E- 
ternal One who has Tar Prophets 'into all 
Narions, to-lead Men in the. right way, as he 
ſent Moſes to the Houſe of T1/r4e!l. 
Nathan, ſuffer no. narrow Principles, no 
Partial: Prejudices ro ſhut up thy Su! from. the 
brighr Splendors of Immortal 'Fruth, ' which 


ſhine on every Man. The Lightof Heaven is 


not contin'd'to One particular Lineage. . ”Fis 
Copious, large and infinite 3 ſpreading a- 
broad irs: Univerſal Rays; enlighcning all the 
Families and Nations on Earth. 

'Tis rrue, I grant, t1e Onnipotent firſt ſent 
Moſes with the H/ritten Law to-the Poſterity 
of *I/aac. Hid+rhey. obey*d- the Sacred In#t;- 
eutions, 'tis poflible: your Race had now been 
bleſs'd above the reſt of Men. - Perhaps your 
Fathers would have ftretch'd their Congueſts 
E 3 tar 
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far and wide to the utmoſt Limits of. the 
Land; from India to the Weſtern Shores of 
Africk, and from the Remote Borders of the 


South to. Nova Zembla inthe Artich, Circle. Þ 
Then devour Princes wou'd have travell'd - 


from the Four Anples of the World, and made 
long P:lgrimages to Feruſalem, there ro per- } 
form their Vows, and offer Sacrifices tro the * 
King of Heaven. C 
Bur alas your Anceſtors rurn'd Infide/[s and 
Taolaters, even at the very Foot of Monnt S þ 
nat, Whilſt the Tremendons Eccho's of the 
Thunders yer were in their Ears. They made 
themſelves a Ca/f of Gold, and Ador'd' the 
Idot of their own Woerkmanſhip : So- did 
their Children worſhip Adoms,' Ver, Diana, 
and almoſt all the Raebble of the: Gentale | 
Geds, and Godefſes. For: which Reaſon,. the / 
Wrath of Heaven was kindled againſt that } 
Generation : God' rowzd the Mighty Me» | 
narchs of the Eaſt ro take up Arms and pu- | 
niſh ſuch a FYicked Race of Men. How oft 
was fair Feruſalem lack'd, and all rhe Fews 
deſtroy'd or carried away - Captives by Per- 
fians, Medes, Afſyrians, ' or the: Kings of Ba. 
bylon ? How many Prophets were ſent to' ref 
'em of their Erronrs: and "reclaim 'em ? Bu+ | 
the Obdurate Sons of Facob ſtop'd their Ears, 
being reſolurely bent on Wickedneſs; the 
Meaſure of which being. once complere,. Fate 
fign'd the Edi of your. Utter' Ruine. | For 
then came Feſts rhe Son of Mary, the: True ! 
r Mcſſirs, who foretold rhe: Irrevocable Cs | 
aftrophe ob Feruſalem, which came to. paſs | 
accordingly 
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accordingly in that very Age ;z When the 
Victorious Roman Army laid ir all in Aſties; 


{ nor ſo muchas ſparing" the Glorious Temple 
* of So/omon. Ever fince which, the Fews have 


been difpers'd abroad through all rhe Earth. 
Each Nation, City, or Province where ye 
live, account ye- Execrable Fu2:zives and 
Vagabonds. 

In 'rhe' mean' while,” the Fame of. Feſtus 
_ abroad ; his Heavenly -Do&rine, per- 
et Life, and Mighry Miracles, ſubdu'd rhe 
Hearrs of Men. ' Chriftia##/ty.rook Roor-1'rh' 
World : It grew, and branchdir felf through» 
out rhe Contrment. The Roman and” the Gre- 
cian Empires tamely- far down under the 
Chirch's Shade within Thiree Hundred Years; 
and' quickly' afrer, other Nations- fled-unto 
the Sacred: Shelter. Bur in proceſs-of Time 
this-Religio allo; hke ro yours; degenerated 
into Error, Superſtition, and'Idolarry. And 
then God'raifd up Mahomet, our Holy Laws 
iver. He ſent him down' the Book of Glory 
bo the Hand of Gabriel; And' corhmanded 
him ro reach-ir ro rhe Houſe of Iſmae! firlk 
and then ro' all Men' rhat' were willing t6 
embrace the Ondefiled Faith; but to' chaſtife 
with Fire and' Sword, the. Irfideſs whit 
ſhon'd - appoſe his Miſſion, and: refit the 
Truth, 

How ſoon the Mruſſulman Law took - 
Place, and gained Ground in Arabia, Per- 
fia, Syria, and the Adjacent: Regions of the 
Eaſt? Nothing waSable ro ſtand before the 
Warlixe Troops of True Betievers; How 
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Bold and Marchleſs were the Actions of the 
Valiant Hali > How Wife the .Counlels of 
Sage Omar, and Abu-Bacre ? How Eloquent 
and - Forcible the Words of the Chait and. 
Generous : Oſman? The Prophet was happy 
in the Company of all the Holy Cailiphs. T bey 
tought and conquered all before them. 
Whenever the Heavenly Banner was dif- 
play'd, Trembling and Horrour ſeiz'd the Infi- 
ge's. Showers of {ugceſsful Arrows {treighr 
were ſent, againſt which the Uncircnmciſed 
could-nor ftand.; much lefs could rhey ſuſtain 
the near Approach and dreadful Shock of our 


Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Barralions. 


quickly ſhrunk and poſted from the Field ; 
whil't Ours unmindful of the Spoil, purſu'd 
the Chace, and ftrewed the —_— with 
flauphrered- Caxcales of flying: Milſcreants. 
Conquelt atrended the True Faithful, whene- 
verthey drew their Swords. Thus for above 
theſe Thouſand Years has our Religion made 
1ts fortunate Adyances on the Earth : And 
if another Law ſhould be revealed, and ſome 
New Proj! riſe ro. check- the. farther. 
Growth of Muſſulman Faith, and undermine 
the Empire of the.Fait/ful ; we ought not 
to reflect on Mahomet for this, as though he 
were an Impious Seducer, any more. than we 
do on Meſcs for your Calamities; or on Feſus 
the Sox of Mary, for the declining State of 
Chriftendom. | 

'Tis not impoſlible, but that rhe Omnipe- 
tent may have hidden Reſerves of Precept:, 


. yer to bedivulged, He has had his various 


Methods 
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Methods and Diſpenfarions ih all Ages and 
Parrs of the World. Neither is ir 'fir' for 
Mortal Man to limit the Er2rna! One, or fet 
him Rules. His Methods are to us Incom- 
prehenſible, He ſent Meſes, a Man bred up 
in all the Sciences and Wiſdom of rhe Egyp-= 
tians, To Feſns he 'commitred his hiddem 
Power and Knowledge'; and the 4poſtles 
ſpake all Languages. ' Bur Mabomet cou'd 
neither Write” nor Read, and yer thou ſeeft 
his Law has proſelyred many Mighty Kzng- 
doms, "States, and Empires. Who knows, 
bur that in Furure Times he will conyert the 
Apoſtate World by fome Dumb Perſon, who 
can neither Hear nor Speak ? Or by fome 
Blind Man who 'cou'd never ſee ?*Or it is 
not  Impoftble, bur rhar he- may ' employ 
ſome Maid of Adinitable Beauty, Gifrs and 
Learning, in the My/ſteriens Work. © So were 
the Sybils of Old inſpir'd with Sacred Wil 
dom and” Fore-knowfedge of Things t0- 
come. - AN filld with Inward Blaſts of fonts 
Immortal” Wind; the pregnatit Virgin# ſoon 
conceiv'd deep: Myſteries” of Fare”, which 
they writ down on Leaves of *Trees: For 
they were: Erem;rs,' and Twelve'in Number, 
as Ancient, Recvords fay.” One of them'liv'd: 
ar Cima in Italy,” where her Cave is ſhewn 
to- Fravellers' at this Day: "They Toper LE 
wharſhoukd happen'in Afﬀtet=Ti es pate 
eilarly 'the' Birch "of Fefus tht Sm of "Mary, 


. Bur they never ifaid a Whrd*of Sabbat; Seri, 


or "of any Sher” Meſjtas, to come'after the 
Firſt, Theſe Hvly 'Maids 'wete hat in great: 
G E.5  _. Veneration 
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Veneration by the Gentiles, who gather'd up 
the ſcatrer'd Leaves whereon they, writ their 
Prophecies,. and tranſcrib'd rhem carefplly. on 
Paper; that ſo the Sacred Memoirs natght be 
deliver 'd ſafe down to. Poſterity, L 
By what I have ſaid, Nathan, thou may'it 

perceive, Thar I aim ar. nothing elſe, bur to 
wean-thee from the Superſtitious,, fond Con» # 
ceir of your Nation. ;. and to make t ow 1 
ble. That though God onee favoured; 
with Oracles, of . Light and Reaſon, yer - — | 
have for many Ages. forfeited this -avingy. 
Since which he gave the- Goſpe! ro Feſws the 
Son. of Mary, the Alcoran to Mahomet, and at 
all. Times has ſent GD rc Prophets ro 
every Nation ans le on Ear 

ereare no, Partial Byaſſes in the Drvini- 
ty which made the Morlds. He is an Ingx- 
hanſtible Abyſs of Love, of Light, and Life ; 
Where every —_ drinkoue Fill of Nata- 


rl Happineſs, accordii o: the different 


Kage, Lap iP pacitics yd. De Gros of. hk. 
He SE Sup with an- al. Robe. 
Light, the. Tram of which. is = up: b 

nand BL... 1 

When Phebys i is vpon. the Wing, by Da, 
his Garment covers all the Sky 3 the Golden 
Fringe 's of it dangle to-this Glebe, and-trail - | 


ws the. Miry Soil, yer. pever; gauber the 


peck. of Dirt : They” "re. d3psand 
. hakes, and is, cat, een Es 
#7; and yet they.: drink up., al,the- Ocean, 
by Suegeſſroe Draughts. hs, [Lower Ii/orld 
kcjoices 1n the g/ztrering Shew:; the Elements, 
x with 
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with every« Brig compounded of. them, bask 
in-rfe- welcome” Rays. So do' rhe Plantrs' A» 
bove, Who: take a fingular to: foldſonde Parr” 
* ofthe Ilaſtriom Dreſs abour them. They wrap 
& themſelves 4a/f up in borrew4Lipht, and then, 
like Feſtern Frasks, they foor it ro and>fro; 
in their-bdoved Walks Above;; giving the ne- 
ceſlary” Salures' and Conpes ro each other; en 
Ph/ſant,. and ro!the- Sedenraty Sighs and Fix- 
ed-Stars, ro; ſee if any of them” mind-their 
Conrtly Garb: and Mien-:: For they are the 
Sun's" Domeſtich Paper, the' Favonrites' of his 
Serail. Ar other Seaſdns. they ſtand ftill;'per- 
haps ro gaze upon themſelves, in Contetnpla- 
tion of the Majeltick Bigare:they' make. © + 
So have I ſeen a proud, conceired'$piunsſH 
Trampeter”', afrec-he had blown a/ Lever pret- - 
ty well, lay down the Silver-Inftrument/with 
a Diſdainful Gravity. - His Cheeks all! fwoln 
'F with inclosd Air, and Soul pafffd up with Ar- 
3 rogance, he ftruts, and' curls: bis Black Mu- 
ſtaches. Then, with big Lodks; ſurveys hin | 
ſelf from Head: to Foor  caftiiy at Eye of 
Scorn uporvthe: filet: Twubez oonſcivus thay he 
alone can make ir ſoutowelt; 1 97 24s. 
Thow witr fay, Ewander''in 'miy/ Diſcourſe, 
as-much as thole- Heavenly Bodies Tam ſpeaks 
ing of; *Tis'true, Nathan, our Thoughts ate 
free, and not confin'd to Rules and Forms. 
We eafily * from -oneIrnapginarion« to ano-- - 
ther. And fince I have made this Planetary 
Digrefſion, ſuffermeinow; liket they to run 
Retrograde, and come -to the Point from 
which I rov'd. 
Doubrleſs, 
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Doubtleſs, each Individual Being is fill'd 
with its Eſſential Bliſs. The Fire has 1ts Spe- 
cifick Happineſs ; ſo has the Air, the Warer, 
and the Earth, with all the Living Genera- 
tions on it. And when the Mo# High diſtri- 
bured the Sons of Humane Race through all 
the Various Climares, Zones, and Provinces, 
he furniſh'd every Region of. the Globe- with 
Gifts and Produdts, Riches and Delights, A- 
greeable to the Inhabirants : Wirh-rhis Provs- 
Jo, Thar they ſhould live in Innocence, Ju- 
ftice, and according ro Reaſon, From which 
Eternal Law if any People ſwery'd, they 
ſhould forfeit theſe Privileges, and - be ſub- 
dw'd, ifi-nor-extirpared, by ſome more Ver- 
mous: Nation. -- W 

From: hence-{prung all. the Revolutions -of 
Mighty Kzngdoms ahd Empires ; one fuccel(- 
fvely ſupplanting another ro this Day. And 
the Sins of your Nato being greater, it ſeems, 
than thoſe of any other, God has'diſpers'd you 
over all the Earth; withour-fuffering you to 
inherit:or pofſels.a Foor of Ground. - + 

i Fever therefore Fate deligns to reſtore the 
Jews again to rhe Holy 1:and, wherein their 
Fathers 'liv'd-; fever expect it; till your Er- 
roneous. Minds, and Vicious: Manners are re- 
form'd. For, Paleſtine was never ſeated ſo 
d-liciouſly, for Bloody , Zealots, Hypocrites, 
and, Cruel Ulurers,to-enjoy.. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Aria's a g—_ a :Jilr ; and Tam once 
«&-...more cur'd of my Dotage. TFhere is 
no Truſt in Woman's Beauty, Faith, or Wir: 


1 They are deceitful as the.Fruir of 4/phaltites : 


They are perfect Riddles and Paradoxes; and 


{ have more Unlueky Tricks, than Crofs-grain'd 


Elifes or Fairies.. 'When a Man,” over-heared- 
by his Amorous Paffion, thinks ro-embrace a 
Goddeſs,” he:meers with. Ixion's Fate, and: on- 
ly hugs a-gaudy Clad, or Mcteor.. "= 

I will not make rhce tick with a particts 
tar Rehearſal of my Second Folly, in being fo 
fond of one who had betray'd me formerly, 


[ will not repear the Vain Addrefles: I made, 


E the Kind- Obliging' Things I ſpoke, *nor her 


- Wher-eyer 1 meer a Female, 


Deceitful Anſwers. .: I will: nov ©tell thee, 
how ſhe drill'd me on' into her Snares,” and 
ted me Captive in an Amorous Circle. 'Con- 
rent thy ſelf ro.know, chat I have been Twite 
her Cully ; and if ever I am the Third:Time, 
'rwill be my own Fault, as the 1talian lays. 
No, my Dpner, |. have done: with that Fa{ſe 
Sex. Henceforth, for ever, I abjute-all Amo» 
rous Regards of Women. 1 will hug them} 
as would a Peltilence::; I wilt either ſhur ny 
Eyes, or turr 'theny.another Way,/at leaſt, 
L will nor _ 
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of them, bur with Diſdain and Hatred. Fi- 
nally, I am of from them tq all-Intents and 
Pur ſes. b LJ 

owever, as the Arabian Proverb ſays, 
That Wind blows from an Unlucky Point of the 


Compaſs, which wafts no Good to Somebody : So 'F 


from Daria's Falſe and Feigned Smiles, I Y 


reap: ſome Benefir, I have learmnd-a Sectes, 


which has rid my Spirit of a Thouſand-Cates, | 


Diſtquiers, and Agonies.— 


In: the Year 1664. of-the Chriftians Hes (i 


gra, I ſent-a Letter ro rhe Noble Kerker 
Haſſan;. Baſſa, our Country-man ; Wherein 
F inform'd. hint, of an Afſine made: upon 
me in-rhe Dark, as I was going to:my- Lodgs» 
ings ; and-how I kill'd! the-Ruffian' that at> 
rempted on my. Life. I rold thar:Generous 


Grandee, all' my Jealouſies,; and Conjectures :; 
on thar' Subject ; how: I ſuſpeCted ſome of - 
my: Enemies at the Port, to have a Hand in. | 
the Defigni; or elle, that' my Srcilean . Ma+ þ 


fler was concennd: 1! ity 1b knew! not well 
what to-condad Bar, now I am: ſarisfied 
'bwas Dernf's bIusband;. who reſenting! deep» 
ly-my former Amour with her, which ſhe 
dicoyer'd-to him/at large; cau'd never'be at 
Reſt; rill.be faw Paris, where he defign'd1 ro 
be the.Execurioner of his own Revenge; and 
lay in: wair' accordingly, for! my-late Rerurrt- 
iag Home: For 'he was.nor! ignorant .of my 
Lodging.:i: His: Wife knew nothing: df: bus 
Deſign} he!:having : prerended- other: Bufibeſs 
at; the: Cnyy/ Ando'rwas'd from: Avcidental 
Words in lier: Diſcourſe,; that "ccbltedted-rhis 
great 
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rear Secrer. . For,. wtier: F.ask'd: her. of, her 
| band's Health, ſhe: told me; he' was kill/d 

at ſuch-a Time, by Night, in'an:Alley:ofi Pa 
* ris, by whom-ſte never yer could learn, Bt, 


+ & þ ftreight bluſ'd! with: Conſtiouſneſs, and 
5 © took the Hinr. I drop'd fome Ne 

| IJ} Careleſs 2urries by Degrees: And: all her 
{ 33 Anſwers ftill.conficm'd me,: as ro Time: and 
> 37 Place, with other Cireumſtancesychavkd muſt 
- F& be the ManiI murder'd! in my; owt Defence, 
« . 1 ſo-long:agor - * | YT 11211 

r &® HLkepr this Secret lock'd up in: my Breaſt. ; 
N nor coud my doring:Fondnefs melt: me into 
n KF ſuch a ſoft and eafie Temper, as to/berray-my 
> WW felf ro- ber. , Bur T rook. Iaward-Pleafuct ar 
> FE the Thoughts of:my Deliverance” from! xtar 
s Þ Sudden Violein Death; and from; my Afrer- 
s Þ Cares and Fears. by this Diſcovery. Hence: 
f -J forward: F'll ſuf} nd Myſſulman, the' my 
n. JF Enemy. Nor ſhall I be fo fearful of my. Ses+ 
1+ i lian Maſter. No Pannick Terrours ſhall con- 
11 | fine me to ny«Chamber, and make me fpend . 
d BB my Days.in Fretting and.Confumitg:Mehan- 
>» | choly. I will nor be fſurpriz'd when Stran- 
1e gers knock at the Gate, or when I hear the 
at | Bluſtering Voices of the Parifh-Officers be- 
0 low, or the Collectors of the King's Reve- 
d nues. Yet, theſe before were dreadful as the 
f- Sultan's Atteſcheriff, or Fatal Warrant, when 
y he demands a. Baſja's Head, So forcible is 
Is alonke, and ſuſpended Thoughrfnlnels ; fo 
1s ack the Influence, even of mif-ground Ap- 
al YN preheniion, and miſtaken Guilt, 

- | 

at My} 
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- My Dgner, This Mortal Life is a dark La- * 


byrinth 'of croſs Events. 'Bewifder'd:. Man 

ropes. up and .down ; he often rrips' and 
fumbles at Contingencies ; he: ſtrays abour 
in- Thorny, - Rugged Paths, not 'knowi 


where he is, .or which Way- to turn himſelf. | 


Soinerimes'an 1gnis Faturs, with its deceitful 


Light miſ-guides him inco Miry!Places, Fens # 
and » 7 where he's in danger: of being ? 
fwallow'd up ;: or leads:him- to the Brink of |: 


an high Precipice, where if he advance bur 
one Step more, he is gone beyond Recovery, 
He falls, and daſhes himſelf.ro pieces,” on un+ 
der-growing Rocks: | 1. 7 he 

; Reafon' is theonly Clew that cam:condut 
us fafe; through all the! Windings'iof' rhe pes 
rillous Maze:.) ; Heaven gratit tharthon arid:1 


may. never-ler go'our Hold'of this ſo-neceſſa- | 
ry Faculty; until. it has conducted. us ro/Pa- | 


radiſe. | 


ko} | 30Y (2: :11&L ©} 
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LETTER XVvIN. 


TotheKaimacham. 


| J At Year T gave thee an Account of rhe 


Birth of a young Princeſs of France. Now 
I ſhall inform rhee, Thar ſhe was baptized on 
the 21ſt, of this Mezor. - Baptiſm with the 
Nazarenes, 1s Equivalent to our Circumciſion: 
Nay, tis ſomething more Divine, if we 
may. believe them. They call ir the Sacra- 
ment of Initiation, the Firſt Myſtery of Chri- 
ftian Faith, But, when *tis apply'd to Chil 
dren of Royal Extraction, the ns or Daygh- 
ters' of Kings, it looks 'more like a_Cere- 
mony of State, than” a' Myſtery. of Religion. 
However, be it what it will, *tis perform'd 
with abundance of Pomp and Magnificence. 


J And at this Ceremony it is,. that every Chri- 


ſtian receives his Name, which is given by 
the Godfathers and Godmothers, that 1s, Per- 
ſons who ſtand Sureiies for the Child's E- 
ducation in the Chriſtian Religion. This 
Prixceſs was nam'd Maria Thereſa, by the 
Dutcheſs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke 
of Enguien. 

On the ſame Day the Cardinal Due of 
Vendoſme had Audience of the King and 
Luen, in Qualiry of Lepate de Latere from 
the Popz. Ir ſeems the King of France had 
defird the Pope ro ſtand. Godfather to. the 
Dauphin. 3 which the good Prelate accepringy 
ent 
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ſent this Cardinal as his Deputy and Repre- 
ſentative, to perform the Charge. He 1s ro 


give the Dauphin his Name. In the mean: | } 
while, he ſtands much upon PunRi/:0's, re-: | 


quires vaſt Reſpects and ſubmiſſions from 
the French Biſhops ; and carries himſelf with 


as much State, as if he were a God of an } 
Angel; looking as big, as if he were the ! 
Emperour of the Univerſe. And well he |F 
may, ſince during his: Legatjion, he has as: | 
mucly Power as rhe' Pope himſelf; that Soves 


reign Prelate, having inveſted him with! aff 
his own Paternal full Authoriry 3 Which lie 
wor'd make- the World believe, is greater 
than thar of Earthly Kzngs and Emperonrs, 
And yet he ſtyles: himſelf the Servant of' the 
Servants of God: ' Ar fine Piece of Ectleſia- 
Rick, Hypoerifie | The Ways of theſe' Infidsls 


are double, Their Practiſe runs countet't6 | 


their Profeffion. They wou'd' fait appear 


as Saints, when in Effect they are little bet- \ 


rer than-Dev:ls. 


re has beerta great Alteration larly 


made in Portugal; the Eſtates of that N#- 
#ion'having compell'd their Kzng to renounce 


his Government, and confett it on Dom Pedro, | 


his Brother. The Spaniard langhs at this 
privately, hoping from their Inteſtine Ani- 
moſiries ro draw Occaſions of advancing his 
own Intereſt, and of recovering that Crown 
again, | | 
Accompliſh'd Mn/fer, There'is Nothing 
New under the Moon ; bur a perpetual Cir- 
cle of the ſame Eyents, What we admire at 


in. 
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7 in this Age, as a Novelty, has been acted 
2 oer and oer in former Times. Peace _— 
els 


*I* War, and War treads cloſe upon the He 


of Peace. Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedi- 
ence, Vertne and Vice, are the Reciprocal 
Off-ſpring of each other. There's nothing 


4 fix'd or ſtable ; bur rhe Worlg rurns round: 


Y upon Erernal Viciflirudes. 


Paris, 3oth. of the rt. Moon, 
of the ear 1668. 
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. LETTER XIX. 


To Abdel Melec Mult Omar, Preſi- 
dent of the College of Sciences | 


at Fez. 


[| Received thy. Invaluable Diſpatch, con- R 
taining Marvellous Things, Revelations } 


of a Sublime Rank, Myſteries hererofore un- 
diſcover'd. Yer I was not much urpris'd, 
having all along preſag'd ſome valt Improve- 
ment of Learning from thy accompliſh'd Spi- 
rit, O thou Terreſtrial Star of the Firſt Mag- 
nitude, Chief in the Conſtellations of rhe 
South, | 

Glory be to God, who from Infinite Dark- 


neſs ftarted the Eternal Bright Idea's of the | 
Univerſe ; and on the Womb of Everlaſting ji 


Sience, begat the WORD by which he 
formed all Things. Doubrlels, there is no 
Blemiſh in his Works : No Botches, Knobs, 
or difproportionable Unevennefſes. - The 
World's a perfect Beaury. 

Were Prtolomy alive, thy Syſtem of the 
Heavens wou'd put him ro the Bluſh. And 
Tycho Brahe wou'd ſneak out of his Planetary 
Frame, by ſome wild and more than Eccen- 
trick Motion, aſham'd that he had been ſuch 
a Botcher in Aſtronomy. - Copernicus himſelf 
wou'd fink under the Burden of the Moon, 
which the overloaded. Earth wou'd in Re- 
yenge 


- 
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{ venge ler fall upon him, for his Unnatural 
Cruelty to his Aged Morher , in burdening 
her ſo long. And all the World wou'd cele. 
\* brate thy-Praiſe, who haſt thus happily reſ- 
+ & cu'd Heaven and Earth from their Embaraſs- 
1- F ments. 
25S Thy Thoughts are high and elevated: to 
& the Heaven of Heavens ; yer thy Humiliry 
F ſtoops to the Center of the Earth. Bur all 
Z Mankind wou'd be oblig'd to thee afreſh, if 
{3 rchou wou'd'ſt vouchſafe to take rhe Middle 
Path, and ſurvey with thy accuſtom'd Accu» 
racy, the Surface of rhis Globe, whereon we 
Morrtals tread. Geozraphy being already ſen-* 
-” | fible of ber Elder Siſter's Happineſs, in thy 
'- || Correction and Amendments of the for- 
> | mer Aftronomick, Schemes; languiſhes alſo 
© If for thy Superviſal of her. own Defects and 
Blemithes. | 
3 Thoſe that have meafur'd the Earth, can- 
© A not agree in ſtating her Circumference. And 
S IF there were few in former Times who did 
EC Þ believe th' Antipodes, The Muſſulmans of 
® = India do aflert, & 6 the Earth's ſupported by 
, || Eight Mighty Elephants: And thoſe of Turky, 
© If fay, it reſts upon.the Horns of a great But. If 
either of thete Opinions were to be taken in 
the.Lireral Senſe, 'twould pur the dulle!t Phj- 
loſopher to Subſannation, or at leaſt a Fir of 
Laughrer. Bur, doubtleſs they are Alegorzes, 
under which are yeil'd ſome 'I'rue and Na- 
rural Secrets. . - {I 
However, let the Globe reſt where it will, 
on Bus, or Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, 
| RR —© © © 
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'Tis true, we have a common Notion of 
Four Duarters of Dry Land, Aſia, Africk, 
Europe and America, Yet this 1s quarrell'd 


at by thoſe of Later Times, who add a | 
Fifth , which they call Mage/lanica, or the 


Southern Unknown Earth, From Immemo- 
rial Times ,' our Fathers were acquainted 
with the Three Firſt Divifions or Precindts 
of the Globe : Bur the Two laſt were but 
of late diſcover'd, fince the Improvement of 
Navigation, and the Invention of the Cons 
aſs. 

F There is a Vulgar Tradition, every where 
in Vogue, That after Noah's Flood , Afia 
fell -ro the ſhare of Sem and his Poſterity ; 
Afrique to Cham, and Europe to Faphet. 
Whether this be rrue or no, cannot be prov'd, 
bur is wholly owing to Conjecture, How- 
ever, this is certain, Thar if it were fo, there 
have been mighty Changes in the Inherirances 
of Noeals * Off-/pring ; and Aherations of 
their ſeveral Limits : Infomach, as now they 
ſeem to be in Part blended: and mix'd toge- 
_ or at leaſt, ſhuffd from one tro ano 
ther. 

Thoſe who lived in the Mzddle Age 
made but Two Diviſions of the Globe ; Viz. 
Aſia and Europe : And in this rhey alſo 
differd: For, ſome made Hfick only a 


Province 


Dromedaries, Horſes, or the Back of Atlas, as * 
the Gentiles did affirm ; I wou'd fain know, | 
methinks,how large a Space of Land we have | 
20 tread upon, and what Proportion 1s allor- 
_ ted ro the Hea. 


Vol.VII. «Spy « PARIS. gg 


Province or Part of the Former, perſwadin 
themſelves that they were Anciently join 
© | 7 ragether, tho afterwards ſeparated by a vio- 
4; lent Trruption of the A#lantick Sea, by the 
Streights of Gibralter , which before was a 
Narrow Iſthmus or Neck of Land ; but from 
the Time rhar Bank was waſhed away, the 
Mediterranean Sea deriv'd its Origin. Others 
a JY made Africk a Part of Aſia, they being not 
the iF abſolutely parted by any Sea ; though ſome 
10- Egyptian Kings, and Roman Emperors attempt- 
ed Þ ed ro make a Caxa/ between the Mediteranean 
as | and Red Sea. 
,ut A Third fort divided the Known Part of 
of | the World into Aſia, Europe, Africk, and Egypr. 
m- | Whilſt a Fourrh plac'd Egypt to the Account 
of 4fia, making the River Nile the Boun- 
ere | dary berweerr it and Africh. But this was In- 
ſia | commodious, in regard it left that of Exype 
ty; Y onthe eſt of Nile, to Africa, Such was t 
bet. (| Confuſion -of the Ancient Greek and Roman 
'd, Þ Geographers. 
We As for America, it takes its Name from 
ere | Americus Veſputius, a Florentine, who made 
ces | the Second Voyage to diſcover it. For it 
of | was Firſt deſcry'd 'by Chriſtepher Columbus, 
ney | a Genoueſe, in the Year of the Chriſtzan He- 
ge- | 27a, 1492: by the Order and ar the Charge 
no of Ferdinand, King of Arragon and Caſtile. 
This Part of the H/orld is divided into Two 
er, | Mighty Empires 3 the Northern, or that 
iz. | of. Mexico; and - the Southern , or that of 
llo N Pery, 


Mazellanzca, 
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Mapellanica, or the Southern Unknown Land, 
derives its Name from Ferdinand Magellan, 
the Firſt that e'er diſcover'd it, in the Year ' 
1520, when ke ſail'd quite round rhe Globe. þÞ 
Abour Five and Forty Years afterwards, 
Francis Drake an Engliſhman, touch'd upon 
the ſame Coaſts; and Twelve Years after 
him, Thomas Candiſh, one of his Countrymen. 
Likewiſe Oliver van Noord , a Hollander, un- 
derrook the ſame Voyage: Bur nohe made 
ſuch Advances in this new. Diſcovery, as a | 
certain Spaniard, call'd Ferdinand de Buier, | 

God knows what {range and unexpected 
Novelties this Country might afford, it Men 
were once acquainted with ir. This may 
be the Sanctuary of the Ten Tribes of 1 
raciites, Which were led away Caprives by 
Salmanaſſer, King of 4/]jyria. Or, perhaps, 
the Inhabitanrs of this Country, are of ano» 
ther Race than. that of Noah and Adam. 
We. may from them , *tis poſſible, derive 
new Lights, as to the Pre-exiſtence of 4Hu- 
man Souls, Who knows, but they have Re- 
cords more Exact and Ancient, than the In» 
dians and Chineſe 2 Be it how it will, I'm 
clearly for new Diſcoveries. There is a cer- 
rain Specitick Boldneſs in my Spirit, which 
prompts me to invade the-pretended Modeſty 
of Nature: ] long to furle the Veil, which 
hides ſo many Secrets, and with a Philolo- 
phick Confidence, were I in Power, I'd rumple 
up the Envious Coverings of ſuch Deſirable 

[ Wonders, 
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Oh! that ſome God-!ike Monarch in - this 
Age, wou'd in Royal Bounty equip a Navy, 
and Man them with the moſt Expert and Re- 


W folute Mariners on Earth, with Veſſels ro 


tranſport an Army of Land-Soldiers ; wirh 
Tenders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and 
other Neceffaries for {o vaſt an Expedition, 
Surely, the Event would anſwer Expectation; 
the Gains wou'd far tranſcend rhe Coſt ; the 
Honour infinitely ſurpaſs the Peril ; and all 


# our Known Familiar World would be obli- 


ged by ſuch a fortunate Undertaking. 

Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this 
thing to paſs. Starr bur the Propoſal ro ſome 
Mighty Sovereign ; Thy Recommendation 
will be of Force. Thou: wilt be more than 
a Columbus, Magellan, or Pizarra. - In fine, 
thou wilt wind up the Searches of this Inqui- 
firive Age, and pur a Stop to future Scru- 
rinies, 

I only hint the Thing ; do thou p_ It, 
and all Generations ſhall celebrate thy Fame, 
God inſpire thee with freſh Ardours, 


Paris, 7th. of the 3d, Moon, 
of the Tear 1668, 


LETTER XX. 


to the Sultan, at Adrianople. 


Conceir, ftambled and fell aſleep upon the 
Thovghr of rhe Earth's being Center to the 
Univerſe, and then the Reſt of. the Morlid 
ſeem'd ro run round his giddy Head. He 
often ſtrove to liſt his Heavy Neddle up, to 
ſee whether it were {o or not. Bur the bc- 
ſorting Load of Prepoſſeſſion weigh d him 
down again. He flumber'd, dream'd and 
ſnorred loud, ftrerch'd our ar large upon the 
fair Chimera, 

© * The fiudious Candidates of -Truth and 
| Science, by his Example fell tro the ſame 
Rior in Philo/ephy, and continu'd the De- 
bauch for many Apes: Till, roo much fur- 
feited and cloy'd with ſuch a fulſome Enter- 
rainment ; bold Tycho Brave rubs up his 
i Eyes, and wakes the Company with a new 
Syſtem of the Mighty Frame. Then all be- 
gan to ſtart, and rouze, as at ſome Prodi- 
gy. - His Heavenly Gim-cracks pleas'd the 
Palate of the Age. His Epzcycles, Eccen- 
"tricks, Periza's, and Apoge's, with all the 
reſt of his gay Whim-whams, were m__ 
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OP Prolomy was much out, of his Byaſs ; 4 
his wild irregular Fancy, drunk with || 
the Lees of Ariſtotle's Dark Opinion and 


To Oſman Adrooneth , Aſtrologer 
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ved with General Applauſe. *Till the more 
Excellent Copernicus appear'd with ſomething 
Newer ftill. And then the Blundering, Dane, 
abaſh'd, ſlip'd off-rthe Stage withour fo much 
as Taking his Leave. 

The Aſtronomers (oon fell in Love, and 
pay'd Implicire Adoration to the Idol which 
Copernicus ſet np; and it was but Reaſon, 
ſince they had never ſecn a fairer or a juſter 
Scheme of the World before. 

Yer every Age improves it (elf in Know- 
ledge, on the Ruins of the Former. And 
thus, what Pto/omy never found our, nor Ti- 
e0 Brahe or Copernicus con'd mend or match, 
if now they were alive is very latcly diſco- 
ver'd by the Incomparable 4bde/! Melec Mu!s 
Omar, Preſident of the College of Sciences 
at Fez. 

The Happy Muſu A4bu't Tahyan, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy there, frit ſtarred the Propofal 
of a Mathematica! Experiment. And, lay- 
ing Heads together, the Primate of M-- 
re/co Doftors, Father of all the African Al- 
faqui's living, found a true Demon#ration 
in it. 

I have lately receiy'd a Diſpatch from that 
Renown'd Prelate, with an inclos'd Model 
of rhis Planetary Machine. A Copy of 
which I ſend thee, drawn by my own Hand. 
It repreſents the Original to a Point. Exa- 
mine it well, and thou wilt find, 'ris much 
more Regular and Exact, than any of thote 
Antiquated Schemes ; and Anſwers all the 
Queſtions of Aftronome , withour the leaſt 

F'2 apparent 
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apparent Blunder. Beſides, Ir has a perfect 
Symmetry and Proportion in every Part: It 
makes the World appear a Compleat Beau- 
ry. Whereas the Frame which Tycho Brahe 
made, was all deform'd with Wild Uneven- 
nefles.. Nor was the Syſtem of Copernicus 
without . a Manifeſt Botch, in making the 
Small Orb of the Moon alone, ro, interfere 
with that of the Earth : Whilſt all the-other 
Planets circulate in their own Entire and So. 
lirary Spheres, without an Interloper to dt- 
ſturb'them. 

Befides, he makes the Earth an Atlas to the 
Moon, whilſt this poor weary Globe is forc'd, 
in his Opinion, to drudge yearly round the 
Zodiack,, with the Vaſt Burden of Diana on 
irs Shoulders- 

If it be ſo, 'tis no Wonder that the Earth 
ſo ofren fainrs and trembles under the mighty 
Load. Henceforth we need nor lay the Blame 
of Earthquakes to Enceladus ; as it the drow- 


zy, ſnoring Gyant, turning his Monſtrous ”- 


Bulky Corps from one Side to the other, were 
the ſole Cauſe of rheſe Convultions : When 
Morrmals reel and ſtagger as they walk upon 
the Surface ; when Trees and Mountains 
rock as in a Cradle, and whole Cities are 
ſomerimes ſwallow'd up. 

No ; let poor Enceladus fleep on, and take 
what Reſt he can in his Infernal Priſon. 
There was no Danger of his ever ſtirring 
again, after he had once been thorowly ſowc'd 
in Le:he's All-benumming Streams. Copernicus 
is only in the Fault: When-eyer we feel _y 
| Fata 
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Fatal Heavings of the Globe, *rwas too un- 
merciful a Task he impos'd upon ir, eſpecial» 
ly in its Old Age. 


Ir wou'd have grumbled in irs early Days 


and ſturdy Youth, had ir been thus ſeverely: 


us'd by Orpheus, H:mer, Hermes, Triſmegiſtus, 
or any other of the Primitive Sages. But now 
ro be rhus roughly handl'd by an Upſtarrt 
Infidel in its deckning Years, when Three 
Parrs of its Marrow's decay'd, and its once po» 
tent Nerves and Sinews are ſhrunk, its Liver 
waſted, and every Viral dwindling away ; al- 
molt broke its Hearr. 

Therefore theſe 4f/ican Sages, in Dary to * 
their aged. Mother the Earth, have found a 
Way to free her from the burden of the Moon 
in her decrepid State ;-and yer to make the 
Sun the Center of the I/orld ; adjuiting ar the 
ſame Time, with accurate Laws, and an Un- 
blemiſh'd Order, rhe Motions, Stations, and 
various Poſtures of the Planets. 

This Happy Revelation . in 4ftronomy, is 
not to be divulg'd in Publick Wrirings ; .left 
ſome Inquifirive Curious Traveller , Ambi- 
tous Nazarene or Envious Few, ſhou'd chance 
to lighr upon the Sacred .Scheme, and boaſt 
bimelf. the Inventer of it. 

Ler it be only communicated ro Learned, 
Faithful Muſſulmans., of the Firſt Rank : 
Fer, ſuch Celeſtial Myſteries, ought not to 
be proſtirured ro the Vulgar, Tell not the 
little Faſmir Sgire Rugial of it, For, if 


thou doit, all rhe Frank Merchants at Aleppo,- 


ſoon. ſhall be made privy ro the marchleſs 
F 3 Secret, 
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Secret. Be it a perpetual Arcanum in the 
Breaſts of Sublime Men , exalted Souls ; | 
Friends of God, and littte Iefs than Prophets. 
And be ir fo, tilt all the Sapes of the Eaft 
and South, are firſt made fenfible of it, and 
able ro defend ir, againſt the vain Artemprs |} 
of the Vncircumciſed Nation, Then let it 
be promulg'd in Alah's Name throughout 
the Globe, to the Erernal Honour of God, * 
and Glory of his Prophet, who cou'd neither | 
write nor. read, yet has Diſciples to whom 
alone the pureſt Reformation of the Univerſe 
is owing. 

Do but ſurvey with an Indifferent Look 
the laſt and lovetieit Portraiture of the 
World that ever was tnade by Man, Fix 
thine admiring Eyes on the Magnifick Seat 
and Palace of the Sun. Conſider at the 
ſame Time the True and equal Forms, Di- 
menſfions, Diſtances, and mutual Interſe- 
ions of the Ambient Orbs, without the 
ſmalleſt Blur or Blot in all the Erernal 
Frame. Then tell me thy Opinion z whe- 
ther thou canft not Calculate Nativitics, c- 
rect all manner of Schemes, make Almanacks, 
tell credulous Men rheir furure Fortunes, 
appoint the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, 
iter Venus and Mercury together by the Ears, 
or ſtir vp fyrious Mars to make a Hurly- 
Burly in the Heavens and Elements: Or if 
thou canſt not wheadle the fowr Curmudgin 
Saturn, into a loft obliging Humour : Or 
iret the Noble Frpiter to Madneſs, by a 
damn'd Corjuniticn, with his Mortal Ene- 

wy. 
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my : And a Thouſand more 4/trological Enters 
prizes. Tell me, I ſay, wherhcr thou can't 
not perform all this and more, as well by the 
enclos'd Effizies of the World ; as by the old 
Thread-bare, Weather-beaten, Worm-eaten 
Ttalian Clock- work of Ptolomy ; or the later 
Inventions of Tycho Brahe, and Copernicus. 

Ir will now no longer be a Secret, how thoſe 
Birds diſpoſe themſelves, which ar a certain 


Y. Time oth' Year, are feen-to gather in 


mighty _ and fly diredtly upward out 
of Humane Sight; nor one of the whole Spe-: 
cies being lefc behind, or found on any Part 
o'th* Earth, until the Moox has rowl'd full 
fix Times round the Zodiackh : When they re. 
turn again in equal Companies unto this Globe, 
each Species to its Native Region. For th'In- 
telligent Fow/s exaCtly know the Hour in 
which the Earth does in its Yearly Circulation 
interſe&t the Neighbouring Orb o'th* Moon, 
and then they ſnatch the Opportunity ro quit 
th' Arrractive Atmoſphere, and take the Air of 
that Adjacent Planet. | 

I have a great deal more to ſay on this Sub- 
jet, which I will reſerve for another Lerrer. 
In the mean Time, thou Venerable Star-gazer, 
adieu, and remember to be private. __ 


Paris, 7th..of the 3d, Mn, 
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LETTER XXI. 


To the Venerable Mufti, Principal 
Support of Learning and true 
SCIence. 


F HE Orders of thy Sanity, came like 
a Meſiage from. Heaven, ſurprizing me 
at once, with equal Pleaſure and Afﬀtoniſt= 
ment. Every Line encreasd my Rapture. 
And now I thoughr, I had no more ro wiſh 
fer in the World, fince the Great Patriarch 
of the Faithful, had condeſcended to imbrace 
the Advice of ſo mean a Slave as Mah- 
mut, It. has been - my paſſionare Deſire, to 
ſee Knowledge flouriſh in the Renowned 
O:toman Empire, that the Infidels may no 
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Bar- 
bariſm. This was the Reaſon , that I fo 
often importuned thy Predeceſſor to encou= 
rage the Tranſlation of Hiſtories into the 
Turkiſh Language. Now thou art pleas'd 
to begin this Glorious Work', and to ho- 
nour me, by requiring my InftruEtions in 
the Management of ir. Nay, thou haſt com 
manded me, to lay the Foundation of $ 
Hluftrious an Enterprize, in preſenting thee 
a Pattern or Model of this Great Work, 
containing an Hi#orical Epitome of the Four 
Great 


al 
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Grear Monarchzies, with a' brief Series of the 
moſt Remarkable and Famous Tranſactions 
Changes, and other Events in the World» 


4 with Reference to the Nation and Age where- 


in they happend. 

As to the Advice thou demandedfſt of me, 
I think ir wou'd be for the Honour and 
Benefir of the Muſſulmans, That a Complete 
Hiſtoryof the World, ſhould be collected our 
of the moſt Ancient and Sincere Mriters, 
and digeſted into Annals, from the very 
Beginning.of Time, down to the Reign of 
our mg Emperour, the Auguſt Sovereign 
of the Whole Earth : Thar ſo, whatſoever 
has'been done on Earth. worthy of Memory, 
may be rank'd in its proper Time and 
Place ; and we may ,not grope any longer 
in the Dark, when we would know in 
what Year or Age any Famous Warriour 
or Monarch liv'd or died ; or, when any 
renowned City was builr, befieg'd, raken, 
and deftroy'd, and by whom all theſe Things 
were done: , With many other uſeful Me- 
moirs, 1n, which the Ottomans are now want- 
ing. 
In the Beginning of this York, it 'will 
be abſolutely neceflary to have Recourſe to 
the Chronigles of the Indians, Perſians and 
Eyyptians, and. ro, the Hritings. of , Orpheus, 
Homer, ,Thales , Zeno, and others of Greece, 
Phenucia and Thrace. For, though the Na- 
zarenes of ' the Yet , . deſpite rhe -Autho- 
rity of _ theſe : Authors , and ,calumniare all 
for Fables and Romances Which, was deli- 
F 5 ver d 
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ver'd before the Firſt O/ynpiad; yet, the 
more Impartial Inhabitants of the Eaſt, whe- 
ther Chriitians or Muſſulm:#ns, reject Nothing | 
which has the undoubred Stamp of Anriqui- &4 
ry ; but rather ſeek ro unriddle the Myfteri- 
ous Expreflions-of the Poets and Philoſophers, 
who ſtrove induftriouſfly ro cover all their 
Knowledge and Tradirions under dark 
AEnipma's, Figarcs, and Parables, that fo rhe | 
Divine Secrets of Antiquity might not be 
prophancd', by the Rude' and Unpolifhed þ 
Vutgar. 

It was ever the Maxim of ſome Anci 
ent Saves and Politicians, thus to Keep the 
People in Ignorance of paſt Times ; the bet- 
rer t0- aflare rheir Dominion and Authoriry 
over them. They only reveald what was 
obvious ro every Mans Senſe, the manifeſt 
and vifible Influences of the Heavenly Bodies, 
the Courſe of the Sun, Mnorr and Stars, the 
Natures of Plants and Animals, viith what- 
ſoever elſe was liable ro any Mans Eye and 
Apprehenſion. But as ro the more obſtruſe 
and lefs Confpicuous Works of Nature, they 
_ like the Secrers of State, kept under 8 

ell. 

Yet, there wanted not Men of Wiſ- 
dom in other Parts of the #-/d, who 
ſtrove ro unfold all Things, and render 
Mankind familiar with whatſoever fell 
under Humane Inrellet. Among theſe; the 
Indians and Chinefes deſerve the firſt Place, 
who were never coverous of the Gifts of 
Nature,. but fought ro- improve mm 
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of their Nations in the Knowledge of the 
Arts and Sciences ; and eſpecially, in the: 
Syſtem of Ancient Hiſtory. Theſe People 
ſhur up themſelves from the Reſt of the 
World for many Ages; fearing , teſt 
Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of 
their Primitive Laws and Inftirutions. On- 
ly Alexander the Great, and before- him+, 
Semiramss Qneen of © the Aſſyrians, had 
ever Acceſs to the Indies in Old Time. 
And Chinz was never open ill” of late, 
when their roo potent Neighbours, rhe 
Tartars, broke through their famous Wall, 
2nd ſubdu'd the whole Empire. And their 
Bufineſs was. not with Boks, but with 
Men. | 

For theſe Reaſons we need not wonse-. 
der, thar the Indian Brachmans, and the 
Bonzi's of China , deliver an Account of + 
the Origin of the M/orld, and the next Suc- 
ceeding Apes, fo far beyond the Epocha's of 
all other Hiſtor:ans, eſpecially rhelſe in. the . 
Wet. : 

For Events of Later Date, rhe Compslers of \ 
this ork may make Ule of ſuch Hiſtorians - 
as hayt written the Annals of feyeral Natzons, 
fince the Firſt Olympiad. 

If thou know'ft nor what an Olympiad 
means, 'tis the Form of Compuration us'd + 
in the Ancient Grecian Hegyra, every Olym- - 
piad containing Four Years. | And the Firſt 
of theſe Olympiad: began in the Year of the . 
World 322%, Art which Time Chor.ebus of”: 
E/;z: Ggnaliz'd. himſelf, by winning the Firſt 
Race :-- 


( 
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Race that ever was run at the Olympick 
Games. Theſe Games were celebrated eve- 
ry Olympiad ; and all the Youth of Greece 
flock'd ro them, to try their Skill in Run- 
ning, Wreſtling, and other Manly Exer- 
ciſes. 

_ Abour this Time Hiſtorians began to 
write Partially ; and the Truth cou'd hard- 
ly be diſcern'd from the Fabulous Errours, 
with which ir was, Adulterated, Yer this 
rather proceeded from a National Emula- 
tion, than from a Deſign ro corrupt the An- 
cient Belief, However, thou may'ſt give 
Credit to Thucidydes, who, in the 86th Ol/ym- 
piad, began to write his Hiſtory of the War 
in Peloponneſus, berween the Lacedemonians 
and thoſe of Athens ; which Har continu'd 
One and Twenty Years, as that Author te- 
{tites, who wrote Annals of it, from the Be- 
ginning to the End. And, among other Re- 
markable Paſſages, which he is very exact 
in re-counting, he mentions a famous Eclipſe 
of the Sun, that happen'd in the Firſt Year 
of that. 7/ar ; and was ſo great, thar the 
Stars appeard at Noon-day in the Sky. 
Plutarch allo ſpeaks of this Eclipſe, telling 
us, that Peric/:s, Prince of .the Athenians, 
being art Sea when the Sun was thus dark- 
ned, and perceiving the MaFer of the Veſſel 
in a Great Fright, as art ſome Prodigy, he 
threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, and 
ask'd him, If Le was afraid of that, or lookd 
upon it as a bad Omen? . And when the 
Maicy anfwerd, No': Pericles reply'd, 
Wat 
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What Difference is there between this Eclipſe 
of the Sm, and that, ſince both are causd 
by the Interpoſition- of a Veil between the 


A 1m and thine Eyes ; only that Weil is 


larger than my Cloak, it being the Moon 
which covers that Glorious Lamp from our 
Sight ? 

Much abour the ſame Time liv'd Here- 
dotus and Hellanicus, rwo famous Hiſto- 
ri1ans, Men of Integriry and Credit ; and 
Hypocrates, the Renown'd Phyſician of 4- 
thens. Theſe are worthy ro be Tranſla- 


| ted into the Turkiſb Language ; as are al- 


ſo Xenophm and Polybius, who wrote after 
them. They all, except the Laſt, liv'd in 
the Time of the Perſian Monarchy , and 
therefore are moſt Ekely to deliver down 
a True Account of the Memorable Events 
that happen'd during that Formidable Em- 
ire. 

As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the 
moſt Eminent M/riters were, Curtius, Arria- 
nus, and Dioderus Siculus ; bur this laſt is 
frequently miſtaken in his Chronology, and 
therefore ought to be corrected by the O- 
thers. Plutarch alſo muſt be conſulted, and 
Foſephus the Few ; with Stravo, Appian, 
Livy, Fuſtin and Pauſanias. . For they et- 
ther ſerve to illa{trare one another, where 
they treat of the ſame Matters ; or elle the 
one carries on the Thread of Hiſtory where 
the other left off. And therefore thou need- 
eſt not wonder that I name ſo many Authors, 

| fince 
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ſrace they are worthy of Credit, and abſo-- 
hirely neceſſary ro the Compleating an En- 
tire Hifory of the F/orld : Whereas there are 
2 Rabble of other ?/;iters, who are ſcarce | 
worth the Naming; much leſs their Aurho- 
rity to be truſted to, in Compiling an Uni- 
verſal Hiſtory, which is to give a new Lultre 
to the Ottoman Empire, and raife its Credit 
in the Learned World, 

As for the Roman Empire, it will be nece(- 
ſary ro make Ule of Foſephns, Tacitus, Sueto- þ 
nins, Philo, Xiphilus, Jonaras, Ammianus Mar- | 
cellims, Vellets Paterculus, Seneca, Florus, Li- 
vy and Suidas. 

Theſe will be ſufficient Marerials, with 
which the Tranſlators, Scribes and Compilers 
may accompliſh the Illuſtrious Undertaking ; 
the Encouragement whereof I again earnelt- 
ly recommend to thy Liberality and Munify 
Cence. 

What concerns the Injunction thou haſt 
laid on me, ro draw a Pattern or Model 
of this Great F/ork, in preſenting thee 
with a Brief Abſtract of the R:/e and Fat 
of the Four Monarchies, with fach Memo- 
rable Events as will be proper to dire 
the Undertakers in the Method of digeſt- 
ing this Univerſal Hiſtory ; I will reſerve it 
for another Letter, nor having thoſe Books by 
me which are requiſite ro affiſt me in thus 
Afﬀair, 

In the mean Time, I pray Heaven pro- 
ſper this Noble Enterprize, and grant that 

ou may live the Space of many Olym- 
piad:, 
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piads, ro lee the Effect of thy Bounty ; When 
this Univerſal Fii/tory being tiniſh'd, ſhall in- 
ſtrut rhe Muſſulmans, and defeat the Calum--- 
nies of the Uncircumciſed. 


Paris, 2d. of the 5th. Moon, / 
of the Tear 1663. 
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LETTER I. 


To Mehemet, a» Exil'd Eunuch, 
at Alcair iz Egypt. 


H Y Sufferings pierce my Heart : 
I owe thee Pity on the: Score of 
Humane Nature ; and a more 
Compaſiion as thou art a Muſſu!- 
man: Bur, where's the Tongue or Pen, 
that can deſcribe the Sympathy of Friends. ? 
Can{t rhou in a deſponding Manner caſt rhy 
ſelf upon thy Bed, there ro exhale, in Me- 
| lancholy 
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lancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow, Which ſp;7 


can find no other Vent, unleſs thoſe Vapours ſþ 
of the Spleen condenſe ro Show'rs of Tears? 
Canſt thou do this, and I remain Inſentible 
all the while ? No! I'min a perfect Eccho to 
thy ſaddeſt Groans. And when thou weep'|t 
my Heart is not a Stone, that ſpatters back 
again the Drops thar fall on ir ; but 'ris like 
Clay, thar fokens with the Gentle Solemn 
Diſtillation. Believe that I ſweat Blood, 
when thou diffoly'{t in Tears. Iam not ca» 

able of Moderation toward my Friend. My 

,ove, my Joy, my Grief, and Anger, are all 
Exceflive, when ſuch -a one as thou occaſion'ſt 
them. Tis equal Pteaſure to live or die, in this 
—_— oint : For Souls of Friends are 
perte&t Uniſons. Then, if thou haſt a Spark 
of. Love for. Mahmut , do not kill me with 
thy. ſad. Complaints. For whilft I: hear, 
that thou art:thus abandon'd to Misforrune 
and Deſpair, how can live withour perpe- 
tual Deaths, more Terrible than what we all 
muſt-undergo, by the Courſe of Nature ? Doſt 
rhou: delight ro make a Conſtant Martyr of 
me.? 

Thou'rr bred a Conrtier, and fo was I: 
Our Infant Blood was {zaſon'd with rhe 
Grand Signior's Bread and Salt: We equal- 
ly imbibd che Manners, Habits, Cuſtoms, 
Maxims, and the Pride of the Seraill ; with. 
the Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other 
Nouriſhment of our Early Years. Since 
which , we have ſeen the various Revolu- 
tions of Mighty Kingdoms, States and Ems 

pare... 
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9;res, We have beheld the Invincible Em- 
prrour of China fall a Vitim to the Perfidy 
pf his S$/avzs, and to the more propirious 
Fortune of rhe Tartars. After another Man=- 
r was the Glory of the Brirz/h Monarchy 
clips'd. Bur, no foreign Story can march the 
Bai barons Maſlacres of our Majeſtick Sultans, 


WMutapha, Oſman, and Ibrahim, all within 


pur Memory, 

Oh ! Mehemet, we have lived too long, 
after theſe Spoils of Roya! Blood, - How can 
we repine at our own Private Loſſes and 
Aﬀictions, whilt we do bur fip-the Flat 
Inſipid Reliques of thoſe Tragical, ſprightly 
Potions, brew'd for the Palates of the Grea- 
reſt Princes, Henceforth, ler us live, as if 
we were among the Dead. Ler us hear, and 
ſee, feel, taſte and ſmell rheſe Ourward Ob. 
jets en Paſſant, withour being ſenfible what 
we do or ſuffer. Let us Anticipare, by a wile 
Prevention, the laſt Stroke of Dearh, in dying 
every Moment. 

Go to the Pyramids, my Mehemet, or 
would ro God I cou'd go thither for thee ; 
there ro Contemplare the Fare of Humane 
Glory, the Mock-Grandeur of this World. 
Contider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings, 
who built theſe Coltly and Magnificent Stru- 
Qures, or their Fathers for, 'em : Who fill'd 
the Hollow Piles with Silver, Gold and Pre- 
cious Stones : Whilſt, with rheir Magick 
Laws, they liſted Legions of Spirits, dwek 
ling in the Air, , Fire, Earth and Water, 
obliging them to guard the Wealthy _— 
CACTS : 
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chers : And tell me then, what thoa canfi 
find in thoke ſuperannuated Vaults ?, No 
thing, but Stench and Darkneſs. Old Time 


has filch'd away the lighter Glories of the} 


Place ; and his Younger Brother Avarzce, 
has plunder'd all the Reft, which was the 
more Subitantial Part. He cou'd have done 
no leſs in Common good Manners, than take 
the Leavings of the Heir ; the Eider of the 
Two. The Great 4/-Maimiun thought to 
have the Gleanings of their Haryeſt.; but 
he found, the Gain wou'd never exceed the 
Coſt. 
_ Bur, what's become of all the - Founders 
of rheſe Aſtoniſhing Fabricks ? Look in the 
Tomb of Cheops, who ,.is ſupposd to build 
the  Greateit. of the. Pyramids ; and thou 
wilr find, nor the leaft Relique of his Aſhes: 
Or, it thou ſhould'ſt *twill be Impoſlible 
ro diſtinguiſh them, from rhe Common Dult 
of other Morrals tho' his Meaneſt S/aves : . So 
Murable is Human Glory ; So Inconftant all 
the Smiles of Fortune. | 
Do bur reflect on all. the Glorious Con- 
queſts of Alexander the Great, and on the 
Triumphant Entry he made in Babylon, when 
the Charior which carried him, was an 
Epitome of all' the Riches which the Indie: 
cou'd afford ; and yer that Chariot ought t0 
be eiteem'd. bur one Degree before his Hearſe, 


which in a very tew Days, with an Obſcurt 
ty benearh rhe Merits of ſo great a Vitor, 

convey'd him to his Grave, 
Conſider Ceſar, who after Four and. 
Twenty 
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Twenry Battels, wherein he always got the 
Day, was drawn in a triumphant Chariot to 
the Capitol, by Forty Elephants ; yet now his 
Name is hardly thought of. | 

So Epaminondas thought, to outvye the 
World in- his Magnificent Inſults ; yer all 
this Glorious Pageantry ended in Duſt and 
Aſhes. Anrelian led the Graces Captive with 

enobia; yer he himſelf ar_ laſt became the 
Priſoner of Death. . The Pompous Galley of 
Cleopatra, When ſhe Celebrared the Cilician 
Triumph, {erv'd but. ro mend the Poop of 
Charon's Boat, when ſhe was to be ferry'd to 


| Elizium. So the proud Seſoſtris, whoſe Coach 


was drawn by Four Vanquiſh'd K3nps, at laſt 
was fain ro owe his Uncouth Funeral to 
Four Sordid Slaves, who ſtole his Naked 
Corps away from the Defign'd Revenge of Fa- 
Ctious Eunuchs, and buried it in a Heap of 
Camel's Dung. 

Bur, where's the Pen or Pencil that will 
to the Life deſcribe the Unmatch'd Caval- 
cade of Pompey, when by a proſperons Chy- 
miſtry he had extracted all the Richeſt Spirirs 
and Eſſences of Eaſtern Wealth, ro grace his 
Entry into Rome 2 ' 

The Front of rhe Proceſſion dazl'd' every 
Eye, with- the ſtrange Luſtre of Diamonds 
and Carbuncles mix'd in Chequer-wiſe :: An 
Orental Figure, or rather the Subſtance of 
all Aſia, in Epitome. - Then follow'd the 
Image of the Creſcent Moon in maſly Gold, 
with a Train- of Mountains: of the ſame 
Metal; whereon were Woods of Jer, _— 

whole 
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- whole "a" jr were entire Saphires, :nd Ani 
mals all of Porphyry, Grazing on Fields 
verdant Amethyſts, 

To ſanCtifie this Glorious Sizew, the Got 
den Images of Jupiter, Mars, and Pals 
came next in Sight, with Thirty Crowns « 
Gold, born up by the Chief Caprzins of hi 
Army, as if ſo many Kingdoms were delignt 
for their Rewards. And becaufte. Gods and 
Goddeſſes ſhould not want a Temple, Five 
Hundred Slaves bore up a Fane, builr all 
of Maſly Silver, waſhed with Gold. And at 
the Back of this, appear d the Statue of the 
Conqueror, on which no Eye cou'd fix: 
being cruſted over with Hyacinths and 
Pearls. 

Behold, my Mehmet, an Exuberance 
Humane Glory : Yer wondcr nor ro fee 1 
Man come after all; a Mortal Man, I fay. 
made Radiant as the Sun, with borrow'd 
Jewels. And ro complere his fading Tri- 
umph, read theſe Lerrers, all pure Jaſpers, 
on his Chariot. Wheels : Armenia, Cappadecia, 
Paphlagania, Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, 
Meſopotamia, Phenicia, Paleſtine, India, and 
rhe Deſarts of Arabia. All theſe were the 
Conqueſts of this Triumphant Warriour, and 
yet his Deſtiny Infulred over him. Poor Pom- 
Pty rÞov art gone, and all thy Mighty Terr+ 
tories 1n the Eaſt are now poſlelſed by Sultan 
Mabemet our Glorious Sovereipn. 

And what need thou and repine, after 
we have ſeen all this? Ler Aſdruba! afto 
nilh Carthage with the Glory of Four ys 
lic 
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lick as rb Yer that Theatre of his Ho- 
Fnour quickly proves the Stage whereon he 
was —_ ſtrip'd ſtark naked, and in 
Triumph Ied away by Death. So Marius, 
after he had been exalted ro the Top of Hu- 
man Felicity on Earth, was ſeen all naked, 
if lying in a ſtinking Ditch, 
i What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery in 
the Capitol 2 Qr the pendant Gardens of Se- 
mrams, Which coſt no leſs than Twenty 
Millions of Gold 2 Where is now the Glir- 
tering Hall of Atabalipa, King of Pery, whoſe 
Pavement was of Saphires > Or the Gardens 
J of Cyrus, fenced round wirh Pales of Gold ? - 
Or Ceſar's Fountains garniſh'd wich Dryads 
of the ſame Meral 2 Where is the Ivory Pa- 
lace of Melans, or the Cryital Lowvre of Dru- 
Jus? All thefe Things are vaniſh'd with their 
| Founders. 
How Wile and Happy then was Saladirne, 
| the Great and moſt Invincible Conguerour ol 
Aſia, who Triumph'd over himſelf; and in 
his Victorious Return, cauſed a Shirt to be 
carried before him on the Point of a Spear, 
with this Proclamation ; That after al bs 
Glories, he ſhould carry nothing to the Grave 
and but that poor Shirt ? So Adrian a Roman Em 
om prrcur, to qualitie the excefive Joys of his 
rr High Fortune, Celebrated his own Funeral, 
/tan Þ and causd his Coffin ro be born before him, 
when he was to make a Publick Cavalcade 
frer | through Rome. This was a facred Triumph, 
fio- Þ an Heroick Infult over Himfelf and Death. 


Let 


120 T etters Writ by Vol.V1I. 


Let thou and I, my Friend, imitate theſe 
ſage Examples, and ever have the Image of 
Death before our Eyes. Then we ſhall never 
mourn for the vain Trifles we have loſt, or 
cover what we ne'er enjoyed: Bur being ever 
content with what our Deſtiny allots us, ſhall 
paſs our Time away in a Divine Tranqui- 
lity. 

Names, thou'lr find this to be a Profita- 
ble and True Experiment. Try it, and the 


Ifue will convince thee more than a Thou- | 


ſand Counſellors. 


Paris, the 12th, of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Year 1668, 
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LETTER I 


To Mohammed, the Illuftrious Ere- 
mit of Mount Uriel in Arabia the 


Fappy. 


]Lodge in a Houſe near the Wall of Pars 

which gives me a daily Opportunity 
of ſurveying our of my Window, the Adja- 
cent Fields : Theſe extend themſelves in a 
Plain, for the Space of a League, or therea- 
bouts; And then the Eye is arreſted by a long 
Ridge of Riſing Ground, a Row of Hills 
or Hillocks, not meriting the Lofty Name of 
Mountains, yer high enough -to put 2 Val 
ley our of ſhape,and make th'Horizon crump- 
back'd. 

Thoſe Hills are cover'd thick with Woods 
and Groves ; amongſt whoſe verdant, ſha- 
dy Tops, ſome Stately Palaces lift up their 
elitrrering Creſts, and make a Sociable plea- 
ant Figure 1n thoſe Solirudes. 

This Proſpect repreſents - io much to th 
Life,the Valley of Admoim in Arabia,the Place 
of my Nartiviry, that I cou'd as well graſp 
Coals of Fire with naked Hand, and not be 
burnt; as cait my Eye our of my Window,on 
this lovely Landskip, and nor be inflam'd 
with ſecret pafſions for my Native Soil, the 
Place where TI firit drew the Vital Air. Ir 
is a perfect Magnet to my Spirit, wherefoever 
I am arrracting all my Wiſhes, Inclinations, 
and Deſires. Methinks, the Exftern VVinds 

G at 
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at certain Hours, waft ro my raviſh'd Ears, 
the Whiſpers of my Countreymen. Methinks, 
ſometimesT ſee the Faces of my Kndred, and 
their Rural Train ; I hear their Voices, and 
converſe familiarly with them, as tho' they 
were preſent : Such is the Magick of ftrong 
defire and Sympathy. Ir fteals the Soul a- 
way from ir ſelf, and with ſweet Violence 
unites it ro the beloy'd Object, tho' ar 
never ſo greata Diſtance, Thus when my 
wandring Thoughts have taken up their Re- 
ſidence for a while in that delicious Vale 
where I was born,a far more powerful Mag- 
net, draws 'em to thy Cave ; Myſterinus So- 
{itary, Mirrour of Virtnes, Exemplary Guide 
of ſuch as conſecrare themſelves to Gad. 
Glory ro Him that was before A!! Time, 
the Father of Eternal Ages. He changes nor, 
yer isthe Source of Indefag:cable and unwea- 
ried Revolutions.Re is the only Independenr, 
True, and ſelf-Exiftent Being 5; The Increa- 
red Efſence from whom all other Beings derive 
their Origin and Conſervation, He is the 
Propand Baſis of the Univerſe, He is but 
One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be di- 
vided into Fractions; yer every Species, and 
Individual Being 1thWorld participates aShare 
of his Divinity, Immortal Praiſes exhale 
from all his Creatures,and aſcend like Clouds 
of Incenſe before © the Throne of his Adora- 
ble Majeſty; or like Vapours which the grate- 
ful Earth rerurns.in a hot Summers Day, 
by way of acknowledgment, for the Bene- 
&rs perpetually flowing on her from the Sn. 


So 
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So all the Elements teſpire their Thanks to 
Him that made em. The Firmament expands 
its ſelf, and bows down to the Brims of this 


| low Globe : Sun Moon and Stars, do ſtoop 


and kiſs the Floor o'th' Earth in token of 
profound Humility and Devotion, ro the 
Immortal Source of Light. Only Ungrateful 
Man repays, the. Bounty of th' Omnipotent 
with Negle&s, Contempts, Aﬀronts, and 
Blaſphemies. I mean the General Parr of 
Human Race ; excepting always from this 
Charge, rhe Juſt, the Innocent and Pious. 
were it not for ſuchas theſe, the Divine Pa- 
tience wou'd be tir'd with the continual Pro- 
phanations of vain Morrals. 

Oh! Venerable Sylvan, thou art the only 
Pacifick V/i4:m of this finful Age. "ihy con- 
{tznr Self-denials,Mortifications, Abſtinences, 
2nd the whole Syſtem of thy Accompliſh'd 
Sanctity, ſtop the Wrath of Heaven from fal- 
ling, inlarge Cataracts, on Mankind. When 
the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops 
down Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, 
glad that a Son of Alam yet ſurvives, not 
ftain'd with Vice. Thou art the cffetual 
Propitiation, for the Sinful World. When 
Storms and Tempeits of Impetnous Winds ; 
when Lightning, Thunder, Hail or Rain diſ- 
turb the Air, or Earthquakes men1ce more 
cfefual Tragedies to the Earth, I think of 
thee the Favourite of Heaven and then re- 
pole in full Security: Thy very Ieca is my ſhel- 
ter from all evils: I ſhroud my ſelf under the 
Shade of thy Inviolared Beard, o'er which rhe 
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Razor never paſs'd. I rake Sanctuary in the 
Umbrella of thy Arms, when ftrereh'd in 
fervent Oraiſons. Thy remembrance is my 
certain Refuge in Calamity. 

I am Impregnated with Sacred. Emutari- 
ons of thy Verrue ; I burn with fervent, 
paſſionate Deſires ro become thy Diſciple. 
I languiſh ro withdraw my ſelf from this 
vain World ; and from the Contagious So- 
ciety of Mortals. How Happy is the Life 
thar's led in quiet Solitude 2 Where the Soul 
can feel her ſelf, and being awaken'd to a 
Senſe of her Immortal Strength, rouzes and 
vigorouſly ſhakes off the heavy Clogs of 
Sleep and Death: Whilſt the Divine Affatus 
gently breathing on. the Intellect, and fan- 
ning the Oppreſſed Sparks of Reaſon, which 
lay "ſmothering under a Heap of Errours , 
Luſts, Aﬀections, and unlimited Deſires ; 
kindles the Mind into a perfect Flame of 
Light, which ſoon conſumes the Rubbiſh of 
Bodily Pleaſures, diffipates the Smoak and 
Mitts of Pampecr'd Fleſh and Blood, and then 
a Man bccomes all Radiant within, ſhining 
with Unclouded Splendors. 

We Morrtals ſeem ro be rank'd in a Mzid- 
dle State berween the Separate Spirits and 
Beaſts : Our Vertues make us like the For- 
mer ; our Vices, like the Latter. For, when 
a Man has quite ſubdu'd his Apperites, and 
Reaſon firs Triumphant in her Throne, he's 
like an Angel, living above the Rate of his 
Tortality. He does not with the Stagyrite 


place Vertue in a Medium, or rank the Ex- 
ceſs 
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ceſs of Goodneſs in the Predicament of Vice ; 
Bur makes direct and {wift Advances to the 

enith of Heroick Generofity ; ſcorning to 
halt or make lame mungrel Capitulatious 
with himſelf, as if he were afraid of being 
roo Good. 

I wou'd ask a Peripatetich, Whether it be 
a Vertu? or a Vice, in him that ſftomaching 
the Enormous Villanics of Wicked Men. 
boyls up with an Exceſſive Vehement Anger? 
Or, VVhether a Man, can err in loving God 
roo much, or in concciving - too Violent a 
Sorrow for his paſt Offences? Or who can 
be roo Thankful for the Favours of Hea- 
ven ? No: the farther Diſtance Vertue keeps 
fron this Cold, Earthly Medrocrity, the 
brighter is irs Splendor. And ſo on rhe ©- 
ther Side, the Greater 15 the Barbariſm, 
Bruraliry and Infernal Stamp of Iic?, by 
how much more -Remore ir-is from this In- 
difference. Jn a Word, Vertue and Vice, are 
Two Contrary Extremzs : So Piety is dia- 
metrically oppoſite to Prophaneneſs : Inte2m- 
perance to Sobriety : Fortitule ro Com nrdiſe : 
Incontinence to ChaF#ity : Avarice to Bounty : 
Modefty to Impudence : Pride to Humility : 
Enmity to Friendſhip, &c. 

Now the Mediums berween theſe Ex- 
tremes, are Hppocriſy, between Vertu?" and 
Vice : Superſtition berween Piety and Pre-. 
phaneneſs : Baſhfulneſs berween Modeſty and 
Impudence, and fo of the Reſt. 

Yer, afterall, 'ris Neceffary to obſerve a 
Medium in thoſe Things which pertain ro 

G 3 Mortal 


126 Lereers Writ by Vol. VII. 


Mortal Liie, and ro the Perpetuation of 
Mankind : Such are Meats, Drinks, Natural 
Paſſions of the Body and Mind, proceeding 
from the alternate Senſe of Pleaſure and Pain. 
50 waen we are preſs'd with Hunger and 
Thirit, we oughr nor preſently ro covet the 
Plenriful Tables and Superfluous Banquets 
of the Great ; Bur rather ſuch a Diet as be- 
ing.caily prepar'd, may fatisfie the Cravings 
of our Nature, withour nauſeating and gi- 
ving us a Surfeir. To this End the Divine 
Providence has ſcatter'd up and down the Sur- 
iz:ce of this Globe, an Infinite Variety of 
Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Sceds, with all Sorts 
of Corn ard Pulſe: The Cartle afford us 
Plerry of Milxz ; the Pees are no Niggards 
of their Honey : the Fountains, Rivers, and 
i akes, abound with cver-{pringing freſh 
S1pplies of {weer reſreſhing Water. We 
aifo have the Ulc of Salr, 'Oyl, Wine and 
orher exhilarating Beverages; That being con- 
rent with ſomany Benefits, and Enjoyments, 
woe might prolong our Lives in this VVorld 
I>y Schricty, as1n a moſt pleaſant Garden or 
Paradiſe of Health. 

Bur alas,initead of gratefully acknowledg- 
ing the Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant. 
Fertility of the Earth; Inſtead of fitting 
mannerly down art the Tab/e which God has 
ſpread and cover'd for us, with ſuch a Train 
of Feſtival Daintics ; we break the Rules of 
Hoſpitality ; and ruſhing violently on the 
Creatures under his Protection, we kill and 
ſlay ar Pleafure, rurning the Banquer tro 2 


Cruel 


”_ at hand ww ww TY o 


Worlds, No Fevers, Gougg or Dyſente- 


Vol. VII. aSpyat PARIS. 127 


Cruel Maſſacre : being transform'd into a 
Temper. wholly Brutal and Voracious, we 
glut our ſelves with Fleſh and Blood of 
Slaughter'd Animals. Oh ! happy he that 
can content himſelf with Herbs and. other 
Genuine Products of the Earth ; That ſleeps 
as well ina Solitary Cave, upon a Bed of 
Moſs or Leaves, as in a Palace on a Couch 
of Down. He never wants, becauſe he ne'er 
deſires what is not in his Power. He is nor 
burden'd with a Crowd of Servants and 
Flattering Retainers ; nor his Repole d1- 
ſturb'd with early and late Addreſſes of pre- 
tended Friends, Officious Sycophants, Im- 
portunare Petitioners, and . other fretting 
Buſineſs of rhe World. 

Why ſhou'd I longer then demurr or he- 
rate; what hinders me from preſently em- 
bracing a Courſe of Life, thar promiſes ſo 
much Happineſs? A Diſcipline that will ar 
once free me from a Thouſand Tyrannies of 
Imperious Luſts and Hoſtile Patitons 2 I 
ſhall rhen have no Need of Money, or the 
help of crols-grain'd Servants. I ſhall nor 
want a Multitude of Goods, the Needleſs 
Pageantry of ſuperfluous Ornaments , to 
make a dazling Figure, and draw the Eyes 
of People ro a Reverend Admiration. I 
ſhall be free from Sotriſh Drowſineſs, and 
rurbulent Dreams. My Lungs will in my 
Sleep reſpire the Air with Eaſe : whilſt gen- 
tle Slumbers, mix'd with happy Viſions, 
ſhall tranſport my Soul to Unknown 
ries 
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rics ſhall invade my Health : Nor magiſte- 
rial Menaces of Empericks beſpeak my cer- 
tain Death; unleſs I'll patiently ſubmir to 
all the ncedleſs Tortures they'r contriving 
for me, and tamely ſwailow down their new- 
invented Poiſons, and be rack'd to Death in 
Hopes of Eaſe and Life. From all which 
horrid Circumſtances. a ſlender, innocent 
Dier, not ſtain'd with Blood of any Animal, 
will ſet me free. 

Holy Eremzte,the 1:24 Thave of this Man- 
ner of Life makes a profound and durable 
Impretfſion on my Seal. Tam rayſh'd with 
the Sentiments of Plato and Pythagoras, and 
reſclutcly bent ro vndergoe the Diſcipline of 
their Phi/eſophy. T1 firit endeavour to rid 
my {clf of vain AﬀeCctions, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negoriations of the Earth : Ill gra- 
dually dic ro all Concupiicence and Bodily 
Pleafure ; that ſo I may by Equal Steps re- 
vivetothe Contemplation of Celeſtial Things. 
Then being free from every Sport and Stain 
contracted in the Days of my Security and 
Carcleſneſs; my Thoughts and Works will 
be Acceptable to God : Who in Return, will 
certainly infuſe into my defecate Mind,a Se- 
cret Virtue, the Magick of this Viſible World; 
which purifying my Sou/ yer farther,will pre- 
pare it for the laſt and higheſt Gift of the E- 
ternal Bounry ro our Race whilſt in thisLife: 
To wit, a Power of - doing Supernatural 
Things, and of Foretelling Events ta come. 

Do thou but pray it may be ſo, and all 
the Powers of Hell can ne'er prevail againſt 

FE 2 - me « 
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me : For thou haſt the Ear of the Omni po» 
tent, 


Paris, 3d. of the 8th. Moen, 
of the Tear 1668. 


LETT EA ME 


To Hamet Reis Efftendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


IN this time of Mars with Nazarenes, when 

the Ottoman Fury is rowz'd and provok'd 
by Infidels': It will not be amiſs ro expoſe 
the Nakedneſs of Europe, to the Supreme Di- 
van, Which is on Earth the Cloſe Commit- 
tee of the Court Above. 

I choſe to addreſs my Letter ro thee in 
Compliance with thy former Orders, where- 
in thou ſeemedft paſſionately defirous to know 
the Preſent State of Chriſtendom. God give 
thee a perpetual Serenity,Scr:ibe of the Scr7bes : 
May'ſt thou never be troubled with a Run- 
ning Eye, a ſhaking Hand, or the Tooth- 
ach. As for me, I'm a perfect Magazine of 
Diſeaſes ; a walking Hoſpital ; The School 
of Aſculapius, Where the Neceflary God has 
Scope to vent his Skill on all rhe various 
kinds of Maladies, which affiict our mortal 
Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and Horrid 
 Dyſenteries, are as Common with me as my 
daily Dier, G 5 How- 
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rics ſhall invade my Health : Nor magiſte- 
rial Menaces of Empericks beſpeak my cer- 
rain Death; unleſs I'll patiently ſubmir to 
all the needleſs Tortures they'r contriving 
for me, and tamely ſwailow down their new- 
invented Poiſons, and be rack'd to Death in 
Hopes of Eaſe and Life. From all which 
horrid Circumſtances. a ſlender, innocent 
Dier, not ftain'd with Blood of any Animal, 
will ſet me free. 

Holy Eremztze,the 14-4 Thave of this Man- 
ner of Life makes a profound and durable 
Impreftion on my Seal. IT am rayyſh'd with 
the Sentiments of Plato and Pythagoras, and 
reſolutcly bent ro vndcrgoe the Diſcipline of 
their Philoſophy. T1 firit endeayour to rid 
my ſelf of vain Aﬀ/ections, Habits, and pro- 
phane Negoriations of the Earth : Tl gra- 
cually die to all Concupiicence and Bodily 
Pleafure ; thar ſo I may by Equal Steps re- 
viveto the Contemplation of Celeſtial Things. 
Then being free from every Spot and Stain 
contracted in the Days of my Security and 
Carcleſneſs; my Thoughts and Works will 
be Acceptable to God : Who in Return, will 
certainly infuſe into my defecate Mind,a Se- 
cret Virtue, the Magick of this Viſible World; 
which purifying my Sou! yet farther,will pre- 
pare ir for the laſt and higheſt Gifr of the E- 
ternal Bounty ro our Race whilſt in thisLife: 
To wit, a Power of doing Supernatural 
Things, and of Foretelling Events ta come. 

Do thou but pray it may be fo, and all 
the Powers of Zell can ne'er prevail againſt 

me 5 
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me : For thou haſt the Ear of the Omni po- 
tent, 


Paris, 3d. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1668. 


LSTITENB 


To Hamet Reis Eftendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Ih this time of 7/ars with Nazarenes, when 

the Orztoman Fury is rowz'd and provok'd 
by Infidels': It will not be amiſs ro expoſe 
the Nakedneſs of Europe, to the Supreme Di- 
van, Which is on Earth the Cloſe Commit- 
tee of rhe Court Above. 

I choſe tro addreſs my Letter to: thee” in 
Compliance with thy former Orders, where- 
in thou ſeemedſt paſſionately defirous ro know 
the Preſent Stare of Chriſtendom. God give 
thee a perpetual Serenirty,Scr:ibe of the Scr7bes : 
May'ſt thou never be troubled with a Run- 
ning Eye, a ſhaking Hand, or the Tooth- 
ach. As for me, I'ma perfect Magazine of 
Diſeaſes ; a walking Hoſpital ; The School 
of /Eſculapius, Where the Neceflary God has 
Scope to vent his Skill on all rhe various 
kinds of Maladies, which afflict our mortal 
Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and Horrid 
Dyſenrteries, are as Common with me 'as my 
tlaily Diet, G 5 How- 
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However,amidf all theſe Aftlictions, I ſerve 
the Grand Signior and my Friends with a cor- 
dia) Alacrity ; Never grudging to Sacrifice 
my Eaſe and Health to the Intereſt of True 
Believers, 

The Face of Furepe is much chang'd ſince 
the Decline of the Roman Empire, and the 
Uſurpations of the Popes. Thar once Mighty 
Monarchy, is now ſtrunk into a very narrow 
Compaſs, being ſhut up within the Confines 
of Germany, which formerly was but a Pre- 
vince of the Ancient Empire. All Italy 1s 
revolted. So are rhe Suiſſes, and the United 
States of the Low Countries. The Hans- 
Towns which in Times paſt paid Homage to 
the Emperour,have now ſhaken off the Yoke, 
and are become Independent Commonwealths 
Tranſ5lvania plays fait and looſe with him, 
according as their Intereſt requires. Livonia 
laughs at his Menaces, as appears by the An- 
{wer they ſent to Charles V. when he de- 
manded their Submifſfions, and that they 
wou'd return to their Native Allegiance, 0- 
therwiſe threatning them with Fire and 
Sword. For, all the Reply they made, was, 
That they knew the Emperour's Horſe wou'd 
be founder'd, before he cou'd reach the Fron- 
tiers of their Country. 

'Tis a General Obſervation, that ſince the 
Reign of Rodolph I. above Two' Hundred 
Principalities and States have falF'n off from 
the Empire. And thoſe thar yer continue in 
their Obedience, I mean, the Elcforal Prin- 
ses,claim ſo many Priviledges ; ftand ſo much 
upon, 
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upon Pun#t:lio's and Prerogatives, that there 
remains now little more of the Imperial Ma- 
jeſty and Power, ſave the bare Title and 
Ourward Pomp. Ir is Remarkable, Thar 
within theſe Three Hundred Years, no leſs 
than Nine German Emperours have bcen 
Murder'd, and many more have been depos'd 
and baniſh'd. To fum up all in a few 
Words, If we ſurvey the preſent State of the 
German Empire accurately, if we pry nar- 
rowly 1nto its true Circumſtances, we ſhall 
find, thar after all the Clatrer of his Noiſy 
Titles, rhe Emperour can call nothing pto- 
perly his own, but his Hereditary Eſtate in 
Aultria, which is hardly equivalent ro the 
Territories of ſome Lords whom he calls his 
Vaſſals. 

The Germans in general area Rude Unpo- 
Iiſh'd People, greedy of Novelties ; Incon- 
ſtant, Raſh, Perhdious, and very Phlegma- 
tick ; much addicted ro unnatural Luſts and 
Inceſtuous Copulations. It is recorded of 
Brrvara, the Empreſs, Wife to Sigiſmund, 
another Meſſalina, that afrer her Husbands 
Death, her Confeſſor adviting her to reform 
her Manners, and live more chaftily like the 
Turtle, ſhe anſ{wer'd, If I muſt imitate the 
Life of Birds, why not of a Sparrow, as well 
as a Turtle: Her Brother Frederick was 
mach ſuch another : For at Ninety Years of 
Age, he murder'd his Wife for che Sake of a 
Strumper : And being adviſed to repent and 
think of his Grave; He ſaid, I am now ſtudying 
my Epitaph, which I deſizn ſhall be compriz'd 
#n theſe Fords : This 
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This is my Way to Hell ; I know 
not what I (hall find there : What 
F have left behind me I know, 
T abounded in all Delights, 
whereof I carry nothing with me : 
Neither my dainty Meats or plea- 


fant Wines, or whatſoever my 


Infatiable Luxury exhauſted. 


Drunkenneſs is ſaid to be the Original Sin 
of Germany, from whence it ſpread it ſelf 
into orher Countries. They give this Cha- 
rater of a German, © Thar he is an Animal 
** which drinks more than he can carry : ATun: 
<* that contains more than he can vent : And 
| * that he underſtands more than he can ex- 
| -— © preſs. They tell a ftory of Four Old Sax- 
ons, who at one Sitting, drank as many 
Healths as they could make up Years amongſt 
them. which amounted to Three Hundred. 
And 'tis Recorded of a certain German Count, 

» That he us'd to make his Children, whilft 
yer Infants, drink luſtity, ro prove whether 
they were of his own begetting or no : For, 

if they grew Sick after it, he preſently con- 
cluded them to be Baſtards: Bur if they 
eou'd bear- the Debanch well, he cheriſh'd- 
'em as his own True Of-ſpring. In a Word, 
rhou mayſt have the fame Idea of the Ger- 
mans. at this Day, as So/yman the Magnificent 
had 
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had in his Time, who us'd to fay, © I flight 
©*© the Germans above all other People of 
« Europe, becauſe they are always art diſcord 
« among themſelves, nor can they ever be 
* unired any more than my Fingers and 
« Toes. They cannot endure Labour ; and 
« are the Exceffiv'it Glutrons and Drunkards 
« in the World ; They always maintain a 
** Regiment of Whores in their Camp. Their 
« Generals take more Pride in their Feathers, 
* than in their M:/itary Arms. 

In a Word, the German is ſo over-run with 
all Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing ro 
make him a Complete Devz!, bur only a 
little Tincture of the Ia/ian Qualities, ac- 
cording ro the Proverb, Tudeſco Ttalianate, 
e un Diabolo Incarnato; A German Italiani7'd, 
75 4a Devil Incarnate. 

"Tis certain, the French have ſo weaken'd 
'emon one Hand, and the Swedes on the ©- 
ther ; that conſidering the frequent 'Troubles 
they meer with from the Hungarians, Bohe- 
mians, and other Tributary- Nations, beſides 
the Inteſtine Feuds of the EleForal Princes ; 
we need not fear the blunted Talons of the 
Eagle, which are ſcarce ſtrong enough to ſup- 
port-her rottering State, or prop her from 
falling into Ruine : So far is ſhe from being 
able to offend her Neighbours, that ſhe never 
makes War her Choice, or takes the Field 
but by Compulfion, in her own Defence. 

Illuftrious Hamet, IT pray God inſpire the 
Victorious Oſmans with Propherick Cou- 
rage and'Reſolution ; and the Final Con- 
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queſt of Germany will ſoon be the Prize of 
True Believers, 


Paris, 5th .of the 1oth. Moon, 
of the Tear 1668, / 


A. 


LETTER Iy. 


Jo Nathan Ben Saddi , « Jew 
| Vienna. | 


TJ HE Friendſhip that has been contracted 
between thee and me, ever fince it was 
thy Fortune to ſerve the Grand Signior in 
that Station, obliges us both ro murual Sin- 
cerity,. Beſides, the Dury and Allegiance 
we owe our Sovereign, requires Plain deal- 
ing berween us. We ought ro ſhun Flattery, 
as the Bane ofall Friendly Engagements, the 
Peſt of the Courts of Princes ; and the Ge- 
neral Contagion which infects chiefly the 
moſt Effeminarte Part of Mankind. Such as 
are theſe WeFtern- Nazarenes ; who abound 
in a Thouſand little Complaiſances, and falſe 
Civilities ; thus ſuffering their own Integrity 
ro be corrupted ; their Vertue and Faſtneſs of 
Spirit, to beſurpriz'd and debauch'd ; whilſt 
their Friends, by theſe means, not ſeldom 
run on Precipices, and fall into Inevitable 
Ruine. In a Word, they betray one ano- 
ther and themſelves, out of pretended Good 
Narure, By 


of 
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By what T have faid,thou wilt comprehend, 
Thar I do nor reprove thee our of Spighr, 
Envy, Malice or an affected Gravity ; when 
I rell thee, that you took wrong Meaſures, 
in endeavouring to ſer the Emperonr's Palace 
on Fire : Or to poiſon him ar his Dinner. I 
rold thee once before , that theſe prepoſte- 
rous Methods, will never take Effect, Be- 
fides,they will do the Grand Signzor noService. 

Tho' thou art ſeemingly engag'd in the 
Cauſe of the Malecontents, remember, that 
thy Buſineſs is different from theirs. Whar 
ſignifies it to thee, whether the Hungarians 
have their Liberties, Righrs and Priviledges, 
granted them, or no? Or what Reaſon haſt 
thou ro eſpouſe the Intereſt of the Evange- 
licks, rather than that of the Catholicks, any 
farther than as an Umbrage ro cover the 
greater Deſigns thou haſt in Hand , as an 
Agent Incognito for the Grand Signior, Ler 
the Feſuits purſue their own Game, and the 
Proteſtants theirs. Stand thou Neuter in the 
Main, and rather endeavour to keep both 
Parties in a Counterpoiſe, than to turn the 
Scales for either. For, the Su/tan will gain 
by the Diviſions of the Nazarenes, let the 
Caſe go how it will between themſelves. 
Beſides, there are Catholicks engag'd in rhe 
Fa#ion, as well as Proteſtants. "Tis rather 
a Civi] Quarrel, than a Religious one, The 
Nobles and Gentry of Hungarin and Tran- 
ſyivania, are concern'd for their E#ates, 
more than for their Churches. They ſee, 
the Imperial Court wants Money , and 
tis 
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'tis a Crime for an Hungarian to be Riche 
Thoſe that have the Supreme Power, in theſe 
Caſes, will find Reaſon enough to condemn 
a Wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty or 
nor. 

"Tis this puts them upon- Caballing and 
entring into Confederacies , that ſo they may 
conſult the Means of their own Safery, and 
be in a Poſture to defend themſelves. 

I perceive the Count de Serini has made 
another Addreſs, for the Government of Ca- 
rol/ſtadt, and been repuls'd : Foſeph, Earl of 
Haberſtein, and Knight of Malta, being ap- 
pointed ro ſucceed the Count d' Averſperg in 
that Honour. Which is an evident Sign, 
Thar the Emperour has no good Opinion of 
Serini, notwithſtanding all his former good 
Services. And this is enough to alienate a 
a: Man of his great Courage and Merits. 

Count Frangipani allo has his particular 
Diſcontents :* So has Tatembach, with many 
other Potent Lords of Hungary and Croatia: 
Indeed, the whole Body of thoſe Nations 
are diſoblig'd, and almoſt wearied' out with 
the continual Oppreſſions of the Germans. 

Nathan, thou wilt find-it no hard Matter, 
to bring 'em ro a Neceſlity of putting them- 
ſelves under the Grand $i2nior's Protection. 
"Tis thy part to- cheriſh their Diſcontents. 
As for the Imperial Court , thou mayeſt per- 
ceive, they are reſoly'd to mortify theſe Peo- 
ple, and to take from them all Opportuni- 
ties and ' the- very Capacity of Rebelling, 
by not ſuffering the Natives of Hungary 

and 
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and Croatia, to poſſeſs any Office of Com- 
mand. 

Every Party purſues its own Intereſt, and 
ſomuch we ours. Self.-preſervation is the 
Root of all Murual Society and Juſtice. 
Take Care of thy ſelf, thy Friends, and the 
Cauſe thou art engagd in, and then thou 
need'tt not fear any Qualms of Conſcience. 
In fine, I counſel thee to pur in Practice rhe 
Advice of one of thy own Rabbi's Feſus Ben 
Syrach 3 Be not over juſt, \ 


Paris, 17th, of the 11h. Moon, 
of the Year 1668. 


LETTER 
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LMS ISR -Y. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Grand Signior's Cuſtoms at 
Conſtantinople. 


PRepare thy ſelf for ſurprizing News, and 

receive it with a Moderation becoming a 
Man. Oucoumiche our Mother is dead. One 
and the ſame Nighrlodg'd her in the Apart- 
ments of Hymen, and the Chambers of dearh. 
Before the Days of the Nuptial Solemniries 
were over, the Mournful R:ghts of her Func- 
ral Commenc'd : She made but one Remove 
from her Marriage-Bed, to the Grave, 

If thou wondere{t, that a Woman of her 
Age, being Seventy Five Years Old, and ha- 
ving already had Two Husbands, ſhould 
marry a Third ; Know, that ir was not 
Dotage, bur Diſcretion which prompted her 
to take this Courſe. The Integrity, Wiſ- 
dom, and prudent Conduct of El/iachim the 
Few, had charm'd her Aﬀections long ago, 
and improv'd her Acquaintance with him, into 
a ſtrict and vertuous Friendſhip. As a Mo- 
ther, ſhe ow'd him Reſpect and Love, for 
his conſtant Fidelity ro me : And on her own 
Account, ſhe cou'd not but entertain Senti- 
ments of Eſteem and Gratitude for a Man, 
who had been ſo nicely careful to preſerve her 
| Perſon 
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' lence, ever ſince ſhe cameto Pars. For, he 
alone, among the many Myriads - of People 
inhabiring this Cizy, was the only Confi= 
dent, both of her Secrets and mine. In a 
Word, theſe Regards, with ſome others of 
Piety, Zeal, and Good Nature, made her 
willing to become his Wife, who in all 
Things had perform'd the Part of a Friend, 
and a Perſon of Honour. 

Befides all this, it was really her Intereſt, 
thus to diſpoſe of her later Days in a Fo- 
reign Country, where ſhe knew no body bur 
Eliachimand me. As for me, ſhe coniider'd 
that my Life was not only ſubject ro the 
ſame Caſualrics wirh other Morrals, and that 
T might be ſnarch'd away by a Thouſand 
Deaths ; bur tharmy Station here was very 
Precarious, and I might be ſuddenly recall'd 
by my Superiours to Conſtantinople, or at 
leaſt be remov'd to ſome other Poſ#, whither 
ſhe cou'd notaccompany me, being Incapa- 
ble of bearing, art theſe Years, the Hardſhips 
and Fatigues of Travel : Thar after my De- 
parture, ſhe ſhou'd be neglected, contemn'd, 
and abandon'd by all, but thoſe who wou'd 
deſire her Death, for the Sake of her Money 
and Jewels. 

In theſe Circumſtances, to remain a Wi- 
dow, profeſſing the Faith of Mahomet, and 
believing the Alcoran, in a Region and City 
ſwarming with Infidels ; wou'd have been 
bur an nncomfortable as well as a dangerous 
Condition, Wherefore having had Experi- 
Ence 
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ence of Eliachim's Vertue, and incorrupt 
Manners, he alſo making Addrefſes of Love 
ro her, and giving her Encouragement tro 
hope, that he wou'd become a Muſſulman 
ſhe yielded art laſt ro the Thoughts of taking 
him for her Husband, and they were mar- 
ried on the 9th. of this Moon, in a private 
Synagogue of the Fews: For, they are not 
allow'd a Publick One in this City, as rhey 
are in many other Cztzies of Europe. 

My Mother appear'd neither too deje- 
Cctedly ſad, nor profuſely merry, during 
the Nuptial Feiſt. Bur comporting her 
ſelf with a chearful Reſervedneſs, ſeem'd ro 
have her Thoughts rarher fix'd on ſomething 
elſe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noiſe, and 
Mirth of the Company. It looks as if her 
Propherick Soul was ſenfible of irs approach- 
ing Releaſe : For to be Brief, ſhe was found 
Dead in her Bed nexr Morning. 

Brother, ſhe is now in her Sepu/chre, ar 
Reſt from all the Toils of Humane Life. Let 
not this News affect rhee with fruitleſs Me- 
lancholy ; fince Death is the Common Fate 
of all Mortals. Rather advance the Bliſs of 
our deceas'd Parent, with devout Oraiſons 
for her Soul ; Remembring, that c'er long, 
we ſhall be in the ſame Condition. For tho' 
Man, like a Moth, be paſſionately enamour'd 
with the Light of this World ; tho, he flutter 
and dance abour it for a while, basking in 
the Splendor and Warmth of his good” For- 
rune; yet at length he is conſum'd by 
the vcry Flame, which gave bim Nou- 
riſhment 
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riſhment, and falls a Vi&im to his own 
Pleaſure, 


| Paris, 9th. of the 1ſt. Moon, 
| of the Tear 1669. 


» 
< Mac_ 


LETTER VI. 


To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


] Sent thee a Letter ſome Days agoe, where- 

in I expos'd the General Nakedneſs, Im- 
becilliry, and languiſhing State of the Ger- 
man Empire inthis Age. My Diſpatch a= 
bounded with Characters of their Vices : Ir 
deſcrib'd exactly the preſent Eclipſe of An- 
cient Imperial Majeſty, Power and Strength, 
the Revolr of many Principalities and States, 
the Feuds and Diſcord of thoſe that yet re- 
main in Obedience, and pay a ſeeming Ho- 
mage ro Ceſar ; with many other Things, 
which being well conſider d, may for the 
Furure prevent, or at leaſt, diminiſh that 
Conſternation and Panick Terror, which 
uſes ro ſeize the Hearts of Muſſulmans, when 
we are in War with the Emperour. 

Now as a farther Incentive and Encou- 
ragement to rake up Arms againſt the Tn- 
fidels ; as a Spur 1o certain Victory and 


Conqueſt, I will unlock rhe Treaſures 
of 
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of the Country, without taking Notice of 
the Inhabirants. And, fince nothing more 
excites the Reſolution and Valour of Military 
Men, than the Hopes of Plunder, and paſ- 
ſing away a Campaign in Plenty of all ne- 
ceflary Comforts : I will give thee a true 
Account of the Natural Dowry of theſe Re- 
grons, the Riches of the Soil, and the Wealth, 
which Commerce with other Nations, toge- 
rer with the Spoils of former Wars, the In- 
duſtry of the People, and the Benevolence 
of Fortune have added to their Store. 

Germany abounds in Generous Wines, and 
thoſe more laſting than any other in - Europe. 
The Rheniſh Wines will keep above Fitry 
Years. The Wines of the Necker are whole- 
ſome, and clear as Warer from the Rock : 
Thoſe of Franconia are ftrong and operative ; 
The Auſtrian Grape is ſweer and luſcious. 
Several Roman Emperours have peferr'd the 
Fruits of the German Vintage, ro thoſe of 
Italy and Greece. And ſuch is the ſuperabun- 
dant Plenry of Vineyards,thar at a Place call'd 
Stutgard, there is a Proverb currant, That 
they have more Wine than Water, If our 
Fanizaries knew this, they wou'd be for an 
Expedirion into Germany. Nay they tem- 
per their Mortar with Wine in ſome Places, 
and ſlack their Lime with ir. 

They have ſtrong Beverages alſo made of 
Barley, VVhear, and other Grain, which 
they tranſport from Brunſwick, Breſlaw, 
Delph, Dantzich, Lubeck, and other Places, 
ro molt Countries in the TVorth and Mt of 

Eurepe. 
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Europe. They likewiſe make a Sort of Wine 
of Honey, as ftrong and Sweer as the Wine 
of Candy... 

There is abundance of Frankincenſe and 
Myrrh in Morav3a, of Saffron in Auſtria, of 
Licorice in Franconia, of Madder for Dyers 
in S:/eſia, of Amber in Thuringia. 

There are Innumerable Orchards full of all 
delectable Fruits, rhe Fields ſtand thick with 
Corn, the Paſtures are throng'd with Cartel, 
and they have a Breed of rhe ſtouteſt Horſes 
in the VVortd. They have Timber enough 
to ſerve all the Nations in the World for 
Shipping. Bur that which is moſt inviting 
is the Variety of Mines of Gold, Silver, 
Copper, Lead, Tin and Iron. Before Ame- 
rica was diſcover'd, Germany was the Peru 
and Potoſi of all Europe. They have alſo 
Plenty of Marble as bright as Cryſtal. 

Beſides their Native and Domeſtick Riches, 
they have mightily improv'd their Stock, by 
Foreign Commerce; exchanging their Super- 
fluiries for things more precious and of great- 
er Value : VVhich in a conſtant Courſe of 
Bartering, brings into the German Coffers ma- 
ny Hundred Millions of Crowns in a Year. 
In a Word, their Cities are ſo Rich, that when 
they have been pillag'd by an Enemy, the 
booty of one Ciry, has been valu'd ar Two 
Millions of Crowns,in ready Money, beſides 
Plare and Fewels. The Common Souldiers 
have made Hilrs for their Swords - and Dag- 
gers of Gold and Silver; nay, ſome would 
haye their very Helmets of the ſame Metals. 
Publick 
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Publick Gaming Tables have been fer up in 
the Streets, and it has been Common for a 
private Trooper to win or loſe Five or Fen 
Thouſand Crowns at a Time. This would 
be rare Sport for our Fanizarzes and Spahi's, 
I tell thee, Serene Miniſter, conſidering 
the Immerſe Wealth of Germany, and the 
Degeneracy of .its Inhabitants; Providence 
ſeems ro invite our Arms to make a Conqueſt 
of thoſe Fertile Regions, and take from the 
Uncircumcis'd the Goods which ſurfeir them. 
They abuſe the Gifts of Nature,andForrune, 
by employing them to rhe Ends of Vice ; 
whereas the True Believers were they once 
poſſeſs'd of them, wou'd rurn them to Ver- 
tuous Purpoſes, the Publick Advantage, the 
Encreaſe of the Empire, Glory of God, and 
Propagation of the Faith Undefiled. 


Paris, 13th. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1669. 


LETTER 
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To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Supert- 
our of the Convent of Derviches 
at Cogni iz Natolia. 


* Was with a Specifick Kind of Toy, not 

eafie ro be defin'd, that I receiv'd- thy 
Venerable Diſpatch. 1 perus'd rhe Welcome 
Orders therein conrain'd with a Delighr 
not in the leaſt Inferiour ro his, who being 
abandon'd ro Diſtreſs and miſerable Poverry, 
has, by . good Luck, diſcoverd - a hidden 
Wealthy Treaſure ; For ſo my Spirit. is ra- 


'viſh'd, -ro find in this degenerate Age, -a Rich 


Reſerve of Pierty and: Devorion to the Ancient 
Prophets of Gzd. 

I'm glad to hear the Character of Fohn 
the B:ptiſt, which I ſent thee formerly, was 
ſo well accepred by thee, and all the Relrigi- 
645 under-thy Charge, That thou vouchſateſt 
only ro accuſe rhe ſhortneſs of the Relation, 
deſiring a more © particular account of that 
Prophet's Manner of living, cpecalty of his 
Abttinences, and whar may be the moſt 
proper Interprerarion of the Grecian Word 
d%;iSas, mention'd in the Hiftory of his 
Life ? | yy 

Praiſe be ro. God, who has inſpir'd thee 
with this Critical Regard to -one of his moſt 


Hol 


2 
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Holy Meſſengers. I revere thy Learned Soul, 
and that,” accomplſh'd (Intellegt, "which is 


ever bufie, prying into V Veighty and Impor. 
tant Matters. I honour thy Impartial Mind, 


- which {ruplesngt ro'pdy :th' - Arrach that's 
due to a. F.1int, tho' of the Chriſtian Calen- 
der.” If we ſliould reject all that rhe Fol- 


lowers of Feſus do, we ſhould' neither Faſt, 
Pray, give. Alms, or perform any other 


-Good V Yorks: Therefore in. this, thou art 
a2 Exemplary Pattern to, the Rigid, Super- 
ftiziqus Sort of Muſſulman Phanatichs ,. who 
- bear an endleſs Grudge againſt all thoſe that 
are not. of their Narrow Faith, and Dark OQ- 
pinion. 


. Glory. be,to God, with whom the WORD 


was preſent from the Dawnins of Eternal 


Light, before the Morning of his Herks had 
3 peep'd o'cr. tne Mountains of the Ancient 


Chaos, or penetrated the Dark Abyſs, and 
Miſty Vale of Nething, and painted the 


Tops of the Creation, the Higheſt Ranks of 
- Beings, with Splendors of the Early Day. 

"Before the , Sun had drank th' Immortal 
Halo in,and ſpong'd up all the. Vihble Beams 
ro: {ſqueeze them out again, upon the Moon, 


the S:ars, and oh this Lower World. That 
WOR D remains for Ever, and at a de- 


rermin'd Hour became Incarnate, in the 


Perſon- of 'Feſus. the Son of Mary, as the 
Holy Alcoran informs us. 
In thoſe Days Fohn the Bapriſt went: into 


'the VVildernels, and preach d Repentance 


w.the Jews forctelling the near Approach of 
the 
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the Meſſias. The Sacred Hero made a Cave 
his Reſidence; and at firlt, ro wean his Body 
from all Softneſs, he wore a Veſt or Shirr of 
Camel's Hair, which was girt abour him 
with a Belt made of that Painful and Reli- 
gious Creatures Skin, to put him in Mind, 
that he was born for Holy Labours, Toils, 
and Mortifications. He had no Table ſpread 
with far-ferch'd coſtly Dainties ; no Diſhes 
cramm'd' with bloody and large Inventories 
of Birds, Four-foored Beaſts, and Fiſh. His 
Diet was Simple, Cheap, and Innocent; eaſe 
to be gor in every VVood or Field, without 
the Detriment of his Fellow-Animals. For 
he either contented himſelf with a Reraft 
on Honey, which he found in Hollow Trees; 
or on a Kind of Manna, a ſweet Der fal- 
ling on their Leaves, and there condens'd by 
Heavenly Influence : Or clſe it was a kind 
of Iaſcious Moiiture, which he fuck'd from 
certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike 
our - Suzar-Canes : For -thus Interpreters 
do. differ about the VVords 70 piaio ters 
VVharever it was, we may-conclude 1t to be 
ſome ſlender, light and eatie Nourifthmenr, 
And when this Dicr fail'd him, or his Sto- 
mach rcquir'd a little more Variety, he 
quered on what the Grecians call &x 
Some w:ll have theſe ro be a Kind of Locuſts 
or Grafs-2oppers,a Meat incCulg'd the Jews by 
Moſes in the Law. The S$::7:ns allo couns 
red them a Dainty ; ſo did the Ancient Par» 
thinians,as Arifotle and Plinytell us. And my 
Country-men, the Arabians, eat of them rn 
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this day. Others are of Opinion , that 
theſe e&*p!d'ss were - a ſort of little Shell. 
Fiſh, ſuch as Crabs, Crawfiſh, or Shrimps , 
which Nature has generally lodg'd in Holes 
along the banks of Rivers. A pleaſant, rem- 
perate Sort of Diet, commended for their 
Virrues in expelling Poyſon, and being Re- 
medics for the Strangury, and Antidotes to 
cure the Biting of Mad Dogs. 

The Divine Prephet therefore oft frequen- 
ring the Waters of the River Fordan, where- 
in he us'd ro waſh his Converts and Diſciples ; 
theſe Men ſuppoſe, he rook Occaſion to 
allay his Hunger with theſe little Shell-fiſh, 
which he might eafily rake in mighty Num- 
bers from their watry Neſts. And they en- 
deayour to ſtrengthen this Opinion, by af- 
{erting, That the Food which the Warers 
afford us, is much more Pure and Holy than 
what the Earth brings forth ; in regard the 
Earth lies under the MalediCtion of God , 
cyer ſince Noah's Flood, whereas the Haters 
never were Curs'd. Hence, ſay they, ir is 
very probable, That the conſecrated Hero, 
would nor defile his Spotleſs Life with curſed 
Banquers from the Earth, bur rather choſe 
ro appeaſe his Hunger with the harmleſs, 
bleſs'd, and wholſome Product of the Wa- 
rers. 

If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, 
I'm apt to think theſe expi/s- were nothing 
elſe burrhe render Tops of Plants, ſuch as 
we call 4/paragus, or perhaps they were wild 


Apples of the VVood ; and then we may 
ſ{uppoſe 
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ſuppoſe there's ſome Miſtake in the Greek 
Copy, 'Azgp'J*s for a#pxdts, Or, it may be 
the Holy Prophet, in the proper Seaſon of the 
Year, did uſe to crop and eat the Ears of 
Barly,and then the Word ſhou'd be « x pu ſt; 
For, what cou'd be more ſweet and pleaſant 
to an Abſtemious Man, than ro ſuſtain his 
Life with Fruits, Grain, Herbs, or Roots 2 * 
Nor did the Malediction reach theVegetables, 
but only the Anima! Generarions, from 
which a perte&t Man ab{ains. 

Certainly, thoſe, who ont of an Averfion 
for Puriry, Prayer, and Faſting , turn them- 
ſelves from Humane Bodies ro Swine ; and 
from Religious Abſtinence ro Salvage Gur- 
mundizing on Fleſh, ſeem ro derive their 
Pedigree from a Race of Devils: Eſpecially 
{uch as afrer the manner of Sp:ders, gathe- 
ring Poiſon from the Flowers of Piety , 
Blaſpheme this Sacred Virtue of Abſtinence, 
and call ir by the Infamous Name of Super- 
ſtition. - 

For, if the Veneration we pay to God con- 
fiſt in the Knowledge, Love and Fear of his 
Divine Majeſty, with Adoration and Praiſe 
of his Eternal Attributes ; ir follws, Thar 
we ought ro worſhip him with the moſt 
Fervent Application of our Spirits. - Bur 
this Re/i27ous Ardour cannot ſubſiſt in any 
Soul, whoſe Body is not mortified ; nor can 
the Body be mortified without Auſterity, 
which always is accompany'd with Rigorous 
Faſting and Abſtinence from Fleſh. Where- 
fore if we aſcend to God, by the very ſame 

H 3 Degrees. 
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Degrees as we fall from him, it follows, 
Thar Abſtinence is the Firſt Step to Immor- 

tality and Supreme Happinels. 
I do not mean by Abſtinence, that Natu- 
ral Averiion which ſome Men' have for Fleſh, 
who never dur{t to taſte of any in their 
Lives, compell'd to this by ſome Occult 
Antipathy in their Stomachs. For ſuch a 
Neceſſity cannot make a Vertwe, it being 
common to Men and Brures ; there being 
many Animals, who faſt from all Provender. 
ar certain Seaſons of rhe Year, and others 
that rate nor ſome Kinds of Food, during 
their Lives. So thereare ſome Men to whom 
Wine, Fl:ſh, Cheeſe, Apples, Herbs and 
ether Things, are an Abominarion from their 
Credics. There have been others, who, by a 
Preaternaturat Neccfiry.have liv'd ſomeDays, 
Vecks, Months and Years without either 
Meat or Drink. So. Plato records, That 
Ferus Pampiy/imms lay Ten whole Days 
zmong the Dead Carcaſes of Soldiers flain 
in Barrel ; and, when he was taken up to be 
laid cn the Funeral Pile, they perceiv'd} him 
to be alive. Laertins tells us, That Pythago- 
ras falted Forty Days and Forty Nights from 
Mear and Drink. From whom -Apollonius 
Thyanens lcarn'd the Art off keeping almoit 
a perpetual Faſt. And rhele Modern Times 
afford us rhe Example of a Spaniard, whem 
they call A/cantaro, who every Morn us'd to 
Faſt for Seven or Eight Days rogether. So 
a famous German Maid was diligently 'ob- 
fery'd and watch'd, whilit ſhe pals'd _ 
ul 
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full Seven Years Time without Meat, Drink, 
Sleep or Excrements. France allo boatts 
another V7rgin, who: fated above, Three 
Years togerher. pn 

Such Abſtinencies as rheſe, are not to be 
pur ro the -Account | of Vertue, .in regard 
they were n& the Effets of Humane Choice, 
bur the Decrees of Fate, So wou'd our Ab- 
ſtinence be depray'd, if we ſhou'd only pra- 
Ctiſe it, as the old Gentzles'did, who forbore 
ro kill or eat ſome c&rtain Beafts,' becauſe 
they held them conſecrated to their G94ds, 
As the Dog to Diana-; the'Tyger to Bacchus, 
the Horſe to Neptune; the /7o!f ro Mars ; 
the Eagle to Fupiter ; the Peacock ro Funo ; 
the Swan ro Apollo ; the Dove to Venus ; 
the Ow/ ro Minerva. Nor need ,we abſtain 
on the Account of the Soul's Tranſmigration;z 
for, ſo we ought to forbear the Vegetable 
Products of the Earth, as well as Animals, 
ſince the Soul is Indifferent to all Bodies, in 
its ſeparate State. 

Bur our Reaſon in this Poznt, ought to 
take its Riſe from the Fundamental! Law of 
Nature, the Original Tuſtice of the World, 
which teaches us, Net to do that to aicther, 
which we woeu'd not have another do to ns. 
Now, ſince 'ris evidenr, That no Man wou'd 
willingly become rhe Focd of Beaſts 5 there-- 
fore, by the ſame Rule, he ought not to prey 
on them. Next to this Foundation of our 
Abſtinence, we ought to build our: Aims a 
the Perfection of our Nature, which cannot 
be acquir'd bur by Degrees: We muft ent 
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deavour to abate the Aliment of our Con- 
cupiſcences, by exhaling the ſuperfluons and 
grofler Vapours of our Blood in Sacred 
Faſts and Oraiſons. Then we ſhou'd re- 
freſh, our fainting Bodies, with Food affor- 
ding little Nouriſhment and Pleaſure. Thar 
{o our vain AﬀeCtions, Appetites and Lufts, 
may gradually die : Whiltt the pure Mind 
revives, and being free from the groſs Vas 
pours ariſing from. roo much, and roo fat- 
ning Meats and Drinks, the Films which 
darken'd her Sight, fall of ; and ſhe can 
berter now diſcern the Naked Forms of 
Things, by her own ſimple Inftitution, than 
beſore ſhe cou'd through all the borrow'd 
Spectacles and other Opricks of Book-Philoſo- 
7:y. . Allo ſhe will more eafily raiſe her ſelf 
ro the Contemplation and Science of Divine 
Erernal Things. He therefore that in Ear- 
neſt will apply himſelf ro the Study of ac- 
compliſh'd Sanctitry, muſt firſt by Faſting 
exhauſt the Marrow from his Bones, the Fat- 
neſs from his Fleſh, the Wild and Rampant 
Spirits from his Nerves, and then he mutt 
purge the Words and Actions of his Life 
from Vice. When this is done, the Soul 
becoming a pure Tabula Raſa, is fit for the 
Impreſſions of Celeſtial Vertue. 

Thoſe who labour under acute Diſeaſes, 
run great Hazard of their Lives, according 
to Hiprcrates, unleſs their Diet be aceom- 
modared with proportionate Regard ta the 
Quality and Time of rhe Critical Firs or 
Paroxiſms. Bur, thoſe who are __—_ 
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with Vice, do labour under far more dange- 
rous Diſtempers, than ſuch as affict the 
Body. Wherefore the Propher, our Holy 
Law-giver, like a Wiſe Phyſician, appoin- 
ted certain Seaſons of the Year, for Sacred 
Abſtinences, Faſtings, Pilgrimages, V-:gils, 
and other Holy Exerciſes, eſpecially the 
Mighty Faſt and Vigil of Ramazen, where- 
in, tho' it be not forbid ro ear of Fleſh after 
the Stars appear at Night. yet none bur 
loole and indevcur Believers, take rhat Li. 
berty ; whereas the berter Sort conrent rhem- 
ſelves with an Aſcerick Diet. The H vrews 
fated with Unleaven'd Bread, and a little 


Salad ; the Chriſtians alſo rate no Fl.th, 


6a their prohibited Days : And flii!! the 
Muſſulmans be greater Libertines thin theſe 
Infidels ? 
O Hebatollr ! how radiant is the Lu -re of 
a Lamp, when ſhining throngh a <l-1n , 
and fne, defzcare Chryital: fo dovs the 
Soul diſplay rhe Rays of her Iminor al Vers 
tue round abour, when ſhe inhabits in a 
well purifid, chaſt, and almo* pcervious 
Body. Wherefore, it is abſolurely nece{fa- 
ry for him to attenuate his Bedy with per=-- 
perual Temperance and Ab'tinence, who 
conlecrates himſelf ro Vertue and Devotion: 
He will not be enſnar'd or carch'd by any 
Baits of Luxury or Voluptuauſnels ; nor 
yer affrighred from his conſtant, ſober 
Courſe of Life, by any Pain, or thwartin® 
Accident. No Frowns or Menaces ſhall di- 
vert him from his Noble Purpoſe : But he 
K 5 will 
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will ſo nouriſh his Body all his Life, thar it 
ſhall never be Surfeired, or over-fill'd with 
Meats. And ſuch is the Magick of this Sa- 
cred Verrue, that it can neyer be hurt, 
much leſs ſubyerred by all the Machinations 
of Evil Demons ; or the Malicious Ar- 
rempts of Men. But ir procceds from 
Strength ro Strength,and fights the Combar 
valiantly, till having overcome at laſt, it 
Triumphs for ever, and receives tht Palm, 
the Crown and Chaplet of Divine *Reward 
in Paradiſe, 

Holy Preſident, pray that I may practiſe 
whar IT ſo admire,and nor be ſelf-condemn'd 
for living contrary to my Knowledge, For 
God neither loves a douvle Tongue or 
Heart, neither delights he in Feer or Hands. 
that ate ſwifr and nimble r9 do Miſchief. 


Paris, 13th. of the 4th, Mcon, 
of the Year 1669. 


LETTER. 
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To Hamet, Reis Etiend, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Ems» 
PLIC. 


N Ow the Chriſtians are in a general- Cons» 

/ ſternation for Candy: The Pope tas: 
ſent Letters to all the Princes that are in” his. 
Communion ; inviting and preſ{iing them. to; 
fuccour thar Dittreſls'd Iſland. Levies -arc 
making every where ; and the X7ng of France, 
who {eeks. all Occalions of Glory, appears 
the moſt forward of any to ait the Repub- 
lick in this . Fatal. Juncture, - The Duke of 
Beauford and the Chevalier de Vendaſra, are 
appointed to lead the Forces defign'd for that 
Service. They are gone ro Toul:n, in Or- 
der to embarque. "The Pope has ſ{enr rhe 
Duke of Beanford a Breve, declaring him 
General of the Troops Eecleſraſtiok that are 
tro ſerve in Candy ; ant for” his greater Ene 
couragement, he has ſent hitm the Pontifical 
Standard. 

In the mean while, there 13 a Tr/p!c League 
concluded berrween the Emperour, the: King 
of Spain, the King of England, the King of. 
Swedeland, and the States of Holland. 

There is great Joy in Portugal for the 
Birch of the Infanta, who is call d E'/izabes 
tha-Maria-Louiſa, She was Born the ons 
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of the 1ſt. Moon 5 and on the 18th. the 
Empreſs of Germany was allo deliver'd of a 
Daughter. Theſe #eſtern Queens are very 
regnant. Nor a Year paſles without the 

Bir or Baptiſm, oft ſome Royal Infanr. 
This is all the News art preſent ; burto 
oblige thee I will ſay ſomething of Ttah, 
which is eſteemd the Garden of Europe. 
Nay , Conſtantine Paleologus, Emperor of 
Greece, was wont to ſay, Unleſs I had been 
aſſur'd by very Learned and Holy Mcn, that Pa- 
radiſe was ſeated in Alia, I ſhou'd have ſworn 
that Italy had been the Place. | 
It is moſt certain 1taly is a delectable 
Country, abounding in Riches and Plea- 
ſures. The Eye is not farisfi'd with ſeeing 
the infinite Variety of Beauties, which grace 
this happy Region. Such is the lovely In- 
rermixture of Hilk and. Valleys, Groves 
and Plains , Palaces and Gardens, that a 
Traveller is raviſh'd as he paſſes on the Road, 
But this is nor alt : She 1s as rich as fair, 
No Country in the World can match Tray ' 
for the Plenty and Variety, of excellent 
Wines; only they are of no:long Continu- 
ance. | Above all the reft, Travellers com- 
mend thar Sort which they call Lachryme 
Chriſti, or, the Tears of Chriſt, for its deli- 
cious Taſte. Which when a Dutch-man 
once taſted, he burt forrh into this Excla- 
mation ; O Chriſt ! why didſt thou not weep 
in iny Country? Ar Papa, there are a Kind 
ef Aromatick Grapes, which leave a fragranr 
Odour inthe Mouth of him that eats them. 
It 
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Ir is recorded of a certain Roman Lord, Thar 
when he was in Priſon half _dead with Me- 
lancholy, he drank a Glaſs or two of this 
generous Wine, which fo reviv'd his Spirirs, 
that inſtead of Deſpairing, as he was ready 
to do before, he wrote a Treatiſe entituled 
# de Conſolatione. | 

Beſides, Italy abounds in Cattle, Sheep, 
Fowls, Mines, Rock of Alabaſter, Marble, 
Porphyry, Coral, Ophits, Agats, Chalce- 
donies, Azures, and innumerable other pre- 
cious Stones. Hence ir comes, that in this 
Country are ſeen the moſt Glorious and Mag- 
nificent Temples of the World. 

Bur, this ſo fair and wealthy a Sport of 
Ground is Inhabited by a very wicked Sort 
of People. They are quite degenerated from 
the Vertues of their Anceſtors. They are a 
Baſe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Raſe of 
Men, Coverous, Revengeful, and Inexora- 
ble. I have heard a Story of Two Italian 
Brothers that were walking one Night in the 
Fields, ir-being a very ſerene Sky ; when one 
of them looking ſteadfalily on the Heavens, 
wilh'd, he had as many Oxen as there were 
Stars. The other wiſh'd, he had a Field a 
large as the Firmament. What wou'd you do 
withit ? Said the Firit. Let your Oxen graze 
there, reply'd he. Bur, as they proceeded 
inthis Kind of fooliſh, looſe Diſcourſe, they 
kindled each others Anger ; and art length, 
falling from VVords ro Blows, kill'd one 
another on the Sport. Behold, the Conſe- 
quence of their Covetous Deſires, They 
arec 
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\ are extremely addicted ro Revenge, and are 
as dextrous at poyſoning as the Indian Prin- 
ces. A certain French Author gives usa very 
Compendious Aecount of the Benefits a 
Stranger gets by travelling into. Italy , in 
theſe words. Ye go into Italy, ſays he, with 
Trcredible Charges, only to purchaſe the mere 
Shadow of Civility, and we bring back from 
thence the whole Syſtem of Vices. The Mila- 
neſe teach us how to Cheat. From the Ve- 
netians we learn Hypocrifie, Reme tran(- 
forms us into perfect 4theiſts and Libertines, 
Naples turns us to Satyres, Florence in- 
ſtruts us in the Artificial Methods of Poy- 
ſoning. There is not one City, which docs 
not tinCture us with ſome Specifick Ill Qur- 
littes, 

Sage "Hamet, In all my Letters to thee; I 
tudiouſly inſert ſome Remarks on theſe 
Weſtern Nations, that ſo I may gratifie thy 
Wiſhes. Pardon the want of Order , For, 
I write Things as they preſent themſelves 
ro my Memory. Accept all in good Part 
from 'Mahmut, who obeys thy - Commands 
chearfully, and honours thee without Flat- 


rery. 


Paris the 12th. of the 5th Moon, 
ef the Tear 1669. 
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LEAK. 


To Hamct, Reis Effendi , Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T Hou may'|t Regiſter in the Archives of 
the Sacred Empire ; That Dom Fohn of 
Auftria, is made perpetual Governour of the 
Low-Conuntries, under the Spaniſh King's 
Obedience. He is alſo Viceroy,” and Vicar- 
General of Arragon, Catalonia, and Valencia. 
Bur it 1s fit for thee ro know alſo, That this 
is ſo far from being eſteem'd by thar Prince 
a Happineſs, that he counts ir his Greareſft 
Misfortune, in Regard 'ris no better than an 
Honourable and Irrevocable Baniſhmenr 
from the Court of Spain ;- where his Royal 
Blood and Merits, are out-maſter'd by the 
Genius of a certain Prieſt, whom they call 
Father Nitard. This Man isverv Ambitious, 
always aiming at High Matters, yer admir'd 
by no body for his Learning, Beauty, or any 
other good Qualities. ' Only the Queen of 
Spain, 1s pleas'd ro make him her Favourite. 
He cou'd never buckle ro the Humour of 
Dom Fobn ;\and hence aroſe a ſecret Envy be- 
tween 'em ; which afterwards burſt forth in- 
to open Animoſities, Feuds and Quarrels, 
So that at laſt, rhe Favourite got the Day, 
and Dom Folm was 'forc'd to quit the Field: 
It is impoſſible ro trace the Sovereigns of 
the Earth in the Foot-ſteps of their Royal 
Conduct : Or c!ſe, one wou'd of Courſe 
conclude, 
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conclude, That tho' ſo great a Prince as 
this, of the ſame Lineage as the Queen her 
ſelf, ſhou'd have eafily eclips'd the borrow'd 
Luſtre of an Upſtart Minion. But Mo- 
narchshave Specifick Reaſons to themſelves, 
which orhers cannor penetrate. 

Perhaþs this cunning Prieſt uſed a Trick 
like that of a Souldier in the Army of Alex- 
ander the Great :: VVho being of an Ambiti- 
ous Spirit, and coveting to make ſome grea- 
ter Figure than that of a Private Sentinel, 
conſider'd Alexander's Humour, and how 
ro hitir. He knew, that his Heroick Ma- 
ſer took delight in any Thing was bold 
and brave. But how to come into his Pre- 
ſence , he was Ignorant. Ar length, he 
pitch'r upon this Method. One Day, as 
Alexander was debauching with his beloved 
Parmenio , Hepheſton , Lyſimachus, and other 
Officers. This Fellow ( whoſe Name was 
Clytus ) put himſelf inro a Mimick Dreſs 
of War, counterfeiting himſelf - Mad , and 
dancing the Pyrrhick Meaſures, with his 
brandiſh'd Sword, kill'd Five new-lifted Sol- 
diers lately come from Co/chis, The Guards 
ſoon ſeiz'd uponhim ; and it being a Tra- 
gical Novelty, 'the News was carried to the 
King; who caus'd the Fellow to be brought 
before him. And examining him on the 
Point, Chtus 'anſwerd, © Great Kzng, 
* thoſe Five Men whom -I have kill'd, had 
* conlpir'd to take away thy Life this Day, 
<« being hir'd: therero by the Kizz of Colchts, 
< and therefore ſent into thy Army,, Their 
* 'Tent 
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+ Tent being next-to mine, I had an Acci- 
« dental Opportunity laſt Night, of over” 
« hearing their Diſcourſe, when they were 
* plotting together the Time , the Place, 
** and , Manner of thy Death. I kept a 
* Watch upon them, and obſerv'd their 
«« Motions from thar Moment. For, tho' 
* I knew the Hour appointed by them for 
© this Execrable Regicide, yer I was foll:- 
* citous, leſt ſome 111 Fare ſhon'd prompr 
* the Ruffrans to antedare their own Re- 
« ſolves, and haſten a Murder, whoſe De- 
* Iay might elſe diſcover their Deſigns, or 
* ar leaſt prevent 'em. Therefore I rook 
* this mad Diſguiſe, ro execute the Sober- 
*eſt and moſt Important Purpole that e're 
* I fram'd in all my Days ; which was at 
* once to fave the Life of the World's Con- 
* queror, and get my ſelf Immortal Honour 
* by the Happy Deed. 

Afrer profound Deliberation of the 
Drunken Cabinet-Council , Al-xander ap- 
prov'd the Fatt, and order'd Publick Ho- 
nours to be done to his Deliverer. According 
to the Macedonian Cuſtom, he veſted him 
with Purple Robes, and gave him a Chain 
of Gold, admitting him ro the latter End 
oth Banquet, and afterwards efteeming 
him above his moſt Familiar Friends. Tull 
ſuch another Debanch as this, bur more Un- 
fortunate to Clytus, at once depriv'd him 
of the King's Fayour and his own Life : So 
a is the Stare of Humane Great- 
nels. 


Sage 
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Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is 
like a Reed of Egypt, which either tran(- 
pietces him thar leans upon it ; or flinches 
from the Burthen, and ſo gives him a Fall, 
which moſt Times plunges him o'er Head 
and Ears, -in the choaking Mire of Popular 
Hatred. 

God grant thon may'ſt never be cruſh'd 
to Death from Above , by the Weight of 
the Sultan's Diſpleaſure, or undermin'd from 
Beneath, and ſwallow'd up in an Earthquake 
rais'd by the Multirude. 


Paris, 18th. of the 9th. Moon, 
of the Near 1669. 


LESETER XK 


To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superi- 
0” of the Convent of Derviches at 
Cognl zz Natoita. 

Hou wilt not be diſpleas'd ro hear of a 
Mighty K37ng, that laying altide his Dza- 

dem and Scepter, and abandoning the Heighr 
of Humane Glory, has conſecrared himielf 


ro-a Private Religious Life, vowing Perpe- 


rual Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience. 

Yet this is true of Fohn Caſimir, late King 
of Poland, who from a Sovereign Monarch 
is become an Humble SubjeF, and having 
forſaken the Pleaſures and Magnificences of 


his. 
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his Royal Palace , voluntarily confines him. 
ſelf ro the Narrow Circumſtances and Au. 
ſterities of a Monaſtich Life. 

He choſe France for the Place of his Re- 
treat from . his own Kingdom ; and the Abby 
of St. Germains near Paris, as his Sanfuary 
fiom all Worldly Affairs. He was magni- 
ficenrly recety'd and cntertain'd in every Ci- 
- ty through which he paſs'd. And cn the 4th. 
of the 11th. Moon, he made his firſt Entry 
into. the Moſque or Church of the Cenvent, 
where he made his vows, in Qualiry of 
Abbot, or Superior of that Houſe : For 
which they ſolemnly fung their Te Deum, 
ora Song of Praiſe to Ged. And the Court 
of France {cems to be proud of the Honour 
this Prince has done ir, in retiring hither, 
and making ir the Theatre of ſuch Pious 
Relolves, the laſt Stage of his P#/2rimage 
on Earth, where he will bid Adieu to 
the vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth 
and Empire ; and having ſhaken of the 
Glittering Burden of a Crews, with all the 
other Clogs of elevated Mortality, he will 
the eaſficr climb ro Paradi/c. 

Abftradting from the Particular Super- 
ſitions of the Naxzarenes, T cannot but 
commend the Sage Undertaking of King 
Caſimir ; who, in this, ſeems to outgoe the 
noifie oftentous Action of Adrian, one of the 
Roman Emprrors : For he only once cele- 
brated in outward Pomp his own Funerals, 
by way of Type or Figure ; making a ſplen- 
did Cavalcade, before which his Coffin was 

carriect 
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carried in a kind of Mock-Triumph : As it 
after all his other Victories, ar laſt he had 
lead Death himfelf Captive: Whereas 
this hinder'd nor, but that he return'd again 
ro the Vanities which in this Publick Emblem 
he ſeem'd to deſpiſe ; And from a Drama- 
rick Conqueror, he became a real Slave. His 
perſonated Mortifcation in the Streets , en- 
ded in his ordinary Paſſions at Home. And 
he had a ftronger Inclination to the Bed of 
Voluptuouſneſs at Night, than he ſcem'd to 
have by Day to his Grave. 

Bur this Heroick King of the Poles, is 
really gone into his Sepulchre. ( For no bet- 
ter is a Monaſtery in my Opinion.) He has 
tranſlated the Seat and Throne of his King- 
dom, to a Tomb ; not for Three or Four 
Hours, to make a ſhew, but there really ro 
lead a dy.ng Life, or living Death; and 
reign in Funeral Majeity all the Reſt of his 
Days. For, to be thus Rec/uſe from the 

VVorld, is to be buried alive. 
| _ O Venerable and Benign Dervich, pardon 
the Favourable Opinion I have of this Chri- 
ftian Monarch , I do not patronize his Er- 
rors in applauding his Vertue. Beſides, it 
1s the General Faith of Muyu/u/mans, Thar, 
let a Man be a Chri#tian, a Few, or Pagan, 
provided he lives up to the beſt Light he has, 
he ſhall be faved. And the Holy Prophet 
himſelf gave us Encouragement to betieve 
ſo. 

Thou wilt at leaſt conclude this King to 
be more Pipus and worthy of Praiſe, than 
one 
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one of his Predeceſſors, who uſurp'd rhe 
Poliſh Crown. This was Vladiſlaus V. who 
having enter'd into a ſolemn Leauge with 
one of our Former Sultans, living in his 
Time, and taken an Oath thereupon, giving 
alſo rhe Euchariſt (or, that whick they 
eſteem rhe Body of Chriſt) in Hoſtage ; yet 
ſoon after broke the Articles that he had 
Sign'd, Seal'd, and Sworn to, and for the 
Performance of which he had pawn'd his God. 

This ſo provok'd the Grand Signior, that 
he had recourſe to his Arms for Juſtice, and 
invaded Poland with a Mighty Force : To 
repell which, Uladiſlaus alſo levied an 
Army, and met him in the Field. Bur, 
juſt as they were going to give Bartel, the 
Sultan rook ont of his Boſom, the paw- 
ned Euchariſt, with the Capitulations agreed 
upon, and ſworn ro between 'em. Then 
holding the Wafer in One Hand, and the 
Articles in the Other, he cryed our, in the 
Hearing of both Armies ; © O thou Cruci- 
* i'd God of the Chiſtians, behold thy Per- 
* fidious Adorers, who have given thee ta 
* me as a Pledge of their Faith and Truth 
* in what they have ſworn ; yet in a moſt 
*Impious Manner they have violated their 
* Oath. Tf thou art a God chaſtiſe them 
* now by my means, for their Abominable 
* Perjury, and Prophanation of thy Name. 
His Prayer was heard of Heaven : For the 
Vifttorious Oſmans gave a Total Overthrow 
to the Infide!s; ard that Blafphemous Prince 


was himſfelt killd in the Bartel. 
VVhar 
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Whatever various Forms of Religion there 
be in the World ; we know there is but One 
True God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
Conſervator and Governour of Men. He 
connives at the Invincible Ignorances, Frail- 
ties and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. He 
accepts the Good Works and Sincere Vows 
of Pagans, and the Uncircumciſed, as well 
as thoſe of the True Believers, and Followers 
of the Propher. Bur he abhors and puniſhes 
all Injuſtice, Perjury, Treaſon, both in 
the One and rhe Other. For he has no 
Parrial Regards for This Nation or Perſon, 
more than Thar. They are all equally 
the Works of his Hands ; and his Care is 
alike over them. 

The Sun runs from the Eaſt to the Y//eſt : 
In his daily Circuit he I!luminates and Warms 
this Hemſphere ; and by Night, our. Anti- 
podes enjoy his Favours, and welcome In- 
fluence. Ar one Time of the Year he com- 
forts the North, at another he revives the 
South. There is no Part of the Globe, which 
in dune Seaſon does not rcjoyce in his all- 
chearing Beams. 

The Moen never flacks or deviates from her 
wonred Courſe ; bur from rhe Creſent ro the 
IY/.ne, obſerves the Laws of him that made 
her. She 1s exact in timing the Flux and 
Reflux of the Sea. And ſhe guides rhe wan- 
dring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants 
of the Artich and Antartich Circles, wair for 
her Lighr, when the Sun abſents himſelf for 


Half the Year. As ſoon as they {ce the 
Chariot 
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Chariot of Diana appear on the Road of 
their Heaven. every Man claps his Hands 
for Joy. They rouze from their Domeftick 
Dulnefs and Melancholy; they come our of 
their Dens and Caves. With Dances and 
Songs, they welcom the Approach of the 
Beautiful Goddeſs ; Knowing that She is bur 
a Second Remove from the Eternal Light : 
The Mirrour of the Sun, in which thar 
Glorious Planet may ſec his Face ; in whoſe, 
by Reflection, we ſee the Face of God. 

So do the Stars keep on their various Tra- 
verſes through the Heavens. . Each Conftel- 
[ation fairhfully maintaining its Poſt ; each 
Planet puriuing its Road. Whilſt all roge- 
ther, at ſo vait a Diftance, appeara flying 
Camp, ne'er ſering up their bright Pavili- 
ons bur by Night, and in the Morning ta- 
king'em down again. This may be call'd 
the Army of Heaven, the Hoſt of God, 
embarrel'd in the Firmament, to guard his 
Friends on Earth, and to chaftiſe his Ene- 
mics. 

To defend lower yer into our Sublunary 
Elements ; we tind the Rain, Hail, Snow, 
Winds, Thunder, Lightning and other 
Mcreors, are imparrially ſcatrerd up and 
down the Climares of the Earth ; I do nor 
mean by Chance, bur by the Univerſal 
Pr:vi.Jence which governs all Things. As 
the A!coran expreſſes it : © *Tis he directs 
* the Seminal and Proliick Showers, to 
* Barren and Deſarr Places : Doubrlefs, this 
* iS a Sign of his Divine Unity, 


In 
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In fine, all Provinces and Corners of the 
Earth bring forth their proper Fruits in Sea- 
ſon. And the Negro's of Africk, and Ame- 
rica, tho' groſs Idolaters, and ſome of them 
worſhipping Infernal Demons, yet enjoy God's 
Blefings ; and live as Plentifully, with as 
much Content and Joy, as we that Adore 
his Eternal Unity. 

Every Nation takes up their Religion on 
the Credit of their Prieſts ; and, ſo long as 
they obſerve the Natural and Moral Law 
imprinted in their Hearts: 'The Indulgent 
Fudge and Father of 7A4en, will diſpence 
with thoſe thar Err, in Ob:dience tothe Po- 
fitive Laws of their Nation : for Sedition is 
like Magick, odious to God and Man, and 
equally liable ro Univerſal Puniſhment. 

Once more, O Pious Father of the Der- 
viches, I beg of thee to pardon the Freedom 
I rake, in diſcourſing of Religious Marters 
in thy Preſence, who art a Light ro the 
Blind, a Guide to thoſe that Err ; a Reſol- 
ver of Doubts, an Arbitrator of difficult 
Queſtions ; The Onely Oracle of thy Pro. 
Vince. | 

I endeavour not to inform thee, but to 
diſ-entangle my ſelf from Error ; and teſti- 
fie, that tho' I Honour God and his Pro- 
phet ; yer I think there is no need of a Falle- 
hood to defend the Truth. 


Paris. 9th of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Near, 1670, 


LETTER 
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LETTERAIY 


' To Ufeph, Baſſa. 


Eath has of late Celebrated a - Triple 

Triumph in the Courr of France ; ha- 
ving lead away Caprtives to the Invi/ible 
World, The Cardinal Duke of Vendome, a 
Dutcheſs of the ſame Tirle, and Henrietta 
Maria, late Queen of Great Britain, being 
rhe Relict of King Charles I. and Youngeſt 
Daughter to Henry IV. of France. 

Thou may'it alſo report tro the D#van, 
that Caſimir, late King of Poland, is now at 
this Court ; Having left Poland, as ſoon as 
he ſaw Prince W/:ieſnowisht elected his Sucs 
ceſſor. The Dukes of Lorrain and New- 
burgh had ſeverally laid Claim to thar 
Crown, and levied Armies a-parr, in order 
ro make good their Pretentions. Bur the 
Polanders, being aware of it, were reloly'd 
not to bring themſelves under the Juriſdicti- 
on of any Forcigner, ſo long as there was 
a Prince of their own Nation capable of 
the Dignity, and one who being the Son of 
King Caſimir, ſeems to have the beſt Title ro 
his Father's Throne, whoſe Verrucs he inhe- 
r1tS. | 

Here is alſo arriv'd the Prince of Tuſcany, 
who has travell'd through all Europe, and 
takes 
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-rakes France, as the laſt Kingdom, in his 
Return Homewards : Proteiting, That he 
does this in good Manners, as preferring 
France to all the Nations in Chriſtendom, 
Indeed, he con'd, do no leſs in Good Man- 
ners, than make this Apology , which yet 
ſounds very Flat to a Court ſoretin'd as this; 
-which might have expected his Firſt Viſit 
as a Token of his Regard ; fince,. tho' in 
Domeſtick Proceſſions, Entries, and Caval- 
. cades, thoſe of higheſt Dignity take the 
laſt Place ; yet in Foreign Embaſſies, . and 
Voyages, it is nſual for Princes to addreſs to 
thoſe firſt, for whom they have the Greareſt 
Eſteem. 

The Politicians here keep very ſecret the 
News that comes from Candy, which makes 
all men conclude, *'tis none of the moſt Pro- 
fperous. "Tis generally reported for a Truth, 
Thar Admiral Beauford is either Kill'd, or 
taken Priſoner by the Ottomans 5 and that 
the French have loft near Two thouſand Men 
in this Undertaking. 

I wonder why the Painters always de- 
ſcribe Death in the Form of a Naked Ske- 
leton, a Starv'd Syſtem of dry Bones : Where 
as one would think, he ought to be pour- 
tray'd asa Monſter,a Miracle of Fatneſs ; fince 
he is the greateſt Glutron in the World; 
hourly gurmundizing on all manner of 
Flcſh, and 1s the very Original, Univerſal 
Cannibal of Nature, who from the Begin- 
ning .of the World has feaſted himſelf with 
Humane 
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Humane Bodies. Bur, perhaps, he has a bad 
Dige'tion, and none of all his raw and bloo- 
dy Dier, will afford Neutriment enough ro 
form ſo much as a poor Skin to cover his 
Nakedneſs. And therefore 'ris he's always 
drawn in this /ean Figure. 

Courreous Baſſa, futfer me from this vain 
Je!t, to fall into a ſerious Reflection on our 
Morrality, .and the frail Eftare of Humane 
Race. 

Man's but a fetid Vapour, firit exhal'd 
from the Earth, and afterwards advancing, 
is condens'd ro a Cloud. that ſo his Filthi- 
neſs may be conceal'd under the Covert of a 
Skin, there in Secret ro engender a Thouſand 
Meteors of Fiery Paiiions, Lufts, Concupil- 
cences,and Extravagant Thoughts. ' Which in 
time burſt forth, and trouble all the World : 
Yet end ar laſt in empry-Smoak, Rain, Hail, 
or Wind, and are extin& almoſt as foon as 
they were form'd. 

The Elements of which we are compoun- 
ded, may ſerve as Mirrours ro repreſent the 
conſtant Murabiliry of our Nature. So the 
devouring Fire, when all its Fuel is ſpent, 
decays and dics. Earth, Air, and Warer, 
all are ſubje&t to Corruption . and from 
thence our Generation takes its Riſe : likes» 
wiſe © thither we'return again. This is the 
Erernal Circle of Natural Products. The 
Trees, the Flowers, with all the Veger-ble 
Race ; the Birds, the Beafts, and Fithes, 
with cvery Species of Animals, are fo many 
I 2 Remems- 
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Remembrancers of our Mortaliry. . Which 
way fſoe're we turn our Eyes, they are pre- 
ſented with freſh Images of Humane Weak- 
neſs. And the very Breath, which does 
prolong our Life, helps equally ro ſhorten 
1t, ſince every Reſpiration carries away ſome 
Portion of our Subſtance. Our fincr Par- 
ticles gradually vaniſh into Smoak, and 
Air, whilit the more groſs Remainder 
ſcums of in noiſome Excrements. And: if 
there appear a Shew of any thing ſolid in us 
at our Death, 'tis ſoon reduc'd to Afhes , 
Dirt, or Worms. Our Bodies, of which 
we make {ſo great. Account whilſt living, 
are loſt in the Abyſs of Univerſal Marter, 
{oon after Death. 

What were the greateſt Prince the hap- 
pier, tho' he poſſeſs'd the whole Circumtfe- 
rence of this Globe 2 *'Tis but a Mighty 
Heap of Dirt, or Dung, perperually exha- 
ling or crumbling away. *'Tis one of the 
Diſhes which compoſe the Banquer of All- 
deyouring Time. And whilſt the inſulting 
Monarchs of the Earth trample on ir in 
Diſdain, ſpreading their Armies far and 
wide, and boaſting that their Empires have 
no Bounds; each do's but haſten tro be 
fhur up himſelf within a little, obſcure and 
putrid Hole, not much ſurpaſſing the Li- 
mits of a Mole-hill. 


Great Baſ/ſa, Ler not the Honours and 


Dignities thou poſſeſſeſt, make thee forget 
the 
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the Miſeries tro which thou art liable each 
Hour : Bur, remember thou art a Man. 


Paris, 6th. of the 11th. Moon, 
of. the Tear 1669, 


LETTER au 


To the Kiimacham. 


Ere is arrivd a Muta-faraca, call lt 

Solyman Tſ/mael, with Expreſſes from 
the Grand Signior. . Twas no {mall Refreſt- 
ment to ſee his publick Entry, which ap- 
pear'd like a little Epitome of the Muſſulman 
Grandeur -and Magnificence. The Young 
Rabble were as curious tro be Spectators of 
this Eaftern Cavalcade, as the Romans were 
fond of beholding the Secular Plays, which: 
were exhibired but cnce in an Age. Nay, 
People of all Ranks, Ages, and Qualities, 
fhlI'd the Streers, the Windows, and Battle- 
ments of their Houſes : Some, becauſe they 
never ſaw ſuch a fight before ; others, de- 
ſpairing that they ſhould live long e- 
nough ro be Witneſſes of ſuch another. 

Yer with all their Curiofiry, none bur the 
Miniſters of State are able to dive into the 
leaſt Secret of his Inſtructions, Theſe wil- 

I 3 ling- 
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ingly communicate the Titles which that 
Great Arbiter of the Earth, gives the French 
King. That fo not only his Subjects, bur 
Neighbouring Nations - may conceive the 
profounder Veneration for him, without pe- 
netrating the Meaſures he rakes. This is an 
Arrtifice common to all States, to turn the 
beſt Side outermott ; only the Hollanders 
excepted, who, in the Days of their Revolt 
from the King of Spain, cou'd nor fo much 
as put a good Face on a bad Marter : Bur 
were forc'd to expoſe their Poverty and Na- 
khedneſs, as well as ſuffer under it ; addreſ(- 
ſing themſelves ro E!izabeth, then Queen 
of England, in the Character of, The Poor 
Diſtreſſed States of Holland, and ſo begging 
her Afiſtance. 

However, So/yman has faithfully imparted 
to me his Afﬀairs, as I have reaſon tro believe. 
He's roo well born, and bred, poſſeſſes more 
Reaſon and Wir, than ro amuſe the O!d 
Man in the Caſſnch, (fo they call me here 
in the Streets, who know me not by any 
@ther Character ; fo Private is Mabmut in 
Pars, at this Hour, notwithſtanding all his 
publick Suffcrings.) 

T efteem Iſmael! as one fir to preſent the: 
Grand Signior's Perſon among berrer Peo- 
ple: than Infidels : Yer, I tell thee, the 
French are the molt refin'd of -all the Ye 
ftern Giafers, 

Iſnael underſtands the Force of the Civil 
Laws, which he learn'd from Fuſtinian's 
Code, 
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Code, and other Books : For he is perfect' 


in Greek and Latin, and has beſtow'd. ſome 
Years in reading their Books, both Prints and 
Manulcripts. 

He makes a very Perſonable Figure, be- 
ing Tall, Full-body'd, Welkſhap'd , and- 
not of an ugly Face which is enough to 
be ſaid of a Man, delign'd for Bulineſs, 
and not only for Love. He's never in dan- 
ger of falling under Catros's Cenſure, who 
ſeeing Two Embaſſadors ſent from Rome to 
a Forcign State, one of which had his Head 
ſo little, that ir could hardly be diſtinguiſh'd 
from that of an Owl ; and the other ſuch 
a Cripple, that he cou'd not walk without 
Stitts ; cry'd out, Here's an Embaſſy whsch 
has neither Head nor Tail. 

And then, our Muta-faraca is rich : He 
ſupports the Charges of his Commiſii- 
on, with extraordinary Munificence, His 
Houſe is already become the Sanctuary of 
all rhe diftreſs'd Levantines, whether Greeks, 
Armenians, or Followers of the Prophet : 
and he ſpeaks French as readily as a Native. 
Yet he Diſſembles his Expertneſs in that _ 
Language, to keep up the State and Reſer-. 
vedneſs of the O:roman Empire, which diſ- 
dains to condeſcend tro any other Spcech, 
than Turkiſh, or Arabick, Befdes, he 
has the- Advantage, by thus artificially ſhur- 
ring his Ears, that he can at one time both- 
hear and be deaf ; underſtand and be igno= 
rant of whaglcever is ſaid by the Spies - 
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the French King. And this is no ſmall Gift 
in a Man of his Character and Truſt, For 
he had need of an A4nge/, or a Devil at's 
Elbow , that thinks ro over-reach this 
Courr. 

Above all, I believe our So/yman will 
never be guilty of the Error committed by 
the Embaſſadors ſent from Tenedos ro one of 
the Roman Emperors. I'm ſure he is not 
yet. For, thoſe Gentlemen had ſeen the 
Dearth of the Emperor's Son, Eleven Moons, 
and Fourteen Days, as the Story ſays, be- 
fore they knew 'twas their Dury ro make 
an Addreſs of Condolence : Or, ar leaſt, 
before they call'd it ro mind ; for, they were 
- drown'd in the Roman Luxury. So thar, 
when they came to perform that Devorr , 
the Emperor cou'd not forbear to Scoff ar 
them in theſe Terms: I much lament, ſaid 
he, the Fate of the Renowned Hector, your 
Country-Man, and Champicn, whom Achilles 
the Grecian killd above a Thouſand Years 
' Ago. 

5 ſpeak this in a particular Regard ro So- 
lyman's Deportment here. For, when he 
fixſt came tro this Court, he found them all 
in Mourning for the Death of the King's 
Aunt, the lare Queen of England, and of 
other High Perſonages (particularly thoſe 
that were ſlain in the late Action at Cand7a) 
whereof I have already given an Account to 
the Sublime Port, in another Letter. Withour 
Jaſtructions he very demurely accoſted the 

| King, 
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King, and: told him , © There cou'd be no 


& Danalma in the Ottoman Empire, for the 
& lare Succeſs at Candia, ſo longas-the French 
* Coutt were Mourners. 

This was a ſenſible Touch to thoſe that 
underſtood it ; and from that Moment the 
Grandees and Miniſters of State have made 
a Difference in their Entertainment of this 
Ingenious Muta-faraca, and that which they 
us'd to give to the Chianuſes formerly ſent 
from the Port. 

I can afſure thee, he is, at the ſame 
time, very Blunt, and very Elegant, mm his 
Diſcourſe, There's Fire in every word he 
utrers, ro warm and refreſh, 1f they take 
It at a due Diſtance ; bur, if they approach 
ro0- near, he ſcorches their Spirits, and puts 
them into a Choler, they dare nor ſhew. 
They conſume inwardly in their own De- 
ſpight: yer cannot help themlſelyes. 

Doubtleſs, the King of France is the Great- 
eſt Monarch, the moſt Powerful and Vidcto- 
rious Prince 1in Chriſtendom, rhe only Invinci- 
ble Emperor of the Weſtezp: Franks. Yer he 
veils roour Majeftick Sovereign, Lord of the 
whole Earth. And our Eunuch will not 
part with a Title of his Maſter's Honour, 
or give any Advantage by an Eafinei's wor- 
thy of Blame, in a caſe that may be turn'd 
to a Precedent. He is very happy in his 
Reparrees, as thou wilt perceive by the 
Anſwer he gave to a French Lord yeſterday, 
when he ask'd him, Whether he thought ir 

I 5 nor. 
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nor a Violation of rke Civil Law, for Eni-- 
ba'i:dors ro be Impriſon'd, as they often 
are at the Ottoman Port * No, (ſays So/yman) 
3t 1s net, where the Embaſſador is guilty of 
Treaſon, or. Crimen lxſz Majeſtatis. But, 
2F it were, you French-mern have the leaſt 
Reaſ.n to accuſe us of it, ſince we firft learn'd 
ths Maxim from the Back-fide of your Sa=- 
lick Law, where *'tis Endors'd. And then he 
praduc'd Twenty ſeveral Inſtances of this: 
Kind in the Court of France. 

In a word, Sc/yman has hitherto acquitted 
timfelf with Marvellous Succeſs, in. cvery 
thing ; tho' the French Grandeecs often ſer 
upon him to. try what Metal he. is made of, 
having generally a mean Opinion of Muſ-- 
ſulman's, becauſe Learning 1s ſo little. coun- 
tenanc'd among us. 

I have no Matter of News to acquaint 
thee with, ſave that a violent Plague broke 
forth not lung ago at Scifſons ; and a terri- 
ble. Earthquake in Sicily, frighred the Inha- 
birants of Catanea, and the adjacent 
Towns, from: their Habitations ; After one 
whole Village had been ſwallow'd up. 

Thoſe. who- were curious to pry into 
the Cauſe of theſe particular Convulli- 
ons, and thar affrighting Oycrthrow, per-. 
eeiv'd, afrer diligent Scarch, that - it procee- 
ded from a. new Eruption, or - Breach in 
Arrunt Gibel, abcut Two Miles from Calta-- 
1! : Where the FHorrid Chaſm vomitcd 
forth, Flopas-of Eire, with Flaraing Stoncs ; 

which 
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which being carryed violently through the - 
Air, for the ſpace of near a League round 
abour , ar laſt fell down .in Flaming Sho- 
wers, or Cataras, producing ſad, and Ca- 
lamirous Effects in the Neighbouring Coun- 
try. 

; "Re Miniſter, it. is evident that the 
Judgments of God are upon- theſe Infide's-: 
Yer, they will not be converted from their 
Errors, and Vices. They have felr the ſame 
Tempeſt of Fire which overwhelm'd the 
Nine Cities of the Lake A/phaltites. Yer, 
they remain Inſenſible and Obdurate.. 


Surely; they will be exterminared from the. 
Earth. 


Paris, 4th, sf the 12th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1669. 


The End of the Second Book... 
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To Mehemet, a» Exil'd Eunuch, az 
| Alcaire zw Epypt. 


E no longer Melancholly,my Friend, 

B nor fink under the Burthen of thy 
Misforrunes. Give not thy Enemies 

an Occaſion of double Triumph in 

that they have driven thee from thy Self, as 
well as from the Grand Signior's Happy Pre- 
ſence. Thou haſt Money and Jewels enough 
lefr ro purchaſe thee a competent Felicity 
any 
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any where. Or, arleaſt, thou haſt Vertue, 
which renders every Place a Paradiſe. Afo-- 
ciate thy ſelf with the other Exiles in that Ci- - 
ty. Victims to a Royal Caprice ; faiter'd with 
all their Immence Riches, to make a Pons» 
pous and Magnificent Entry' into that Me-+ 
tropolis of Epypt, bur ſoon after firipr of all 
their Wealth, and Sacrific'd ro the Court-A4- 
varice; So were the Conſecrated Bulls of 
old, dreſs'd up in {tately' Equipage , their 
Horns and Hoofs all gilded o're with Gold, 
ador'nd with Ribbons of coſtly Silks, their 
Bodies cover'd ore with Mantles of Broc- 
eade and Tifhne , embroider'd with Pearls 
and Precious Stones ; and trailing on the 
Pavements af Api//o's Temple : Whilſt the - 
Pricfts ſtood ready at the Altar ro diſpatch 
whole Hecatombs of theſe gay Sacrifices. 

Your Caſe is not ſo bad at Cajre, in that 
your Lives are ſpar'd, qnd-you at Liberty to- 
carve new Forrunes- to your felves, where 
eer you pleaſe. You ought to aid and coun=- 
ſel one another in your Misfortunes. Ir is 
2 Comfort to the Miſerable, to have Compas- - 
nions in their ſad Eftare. Infinuate thy {-1e 
into the Baſ/a's Favour, He may do ſome-: 
thing to Allevate thy Grief.. He'll meaſure 
thy Circumſtances by his own, ; confidering. 
that he has byt Three Years, to- enjoy his- 
preſent Wealth and Grandgur, 

Go.to the baniſh'd Muftz, if he be living» 
at Caire ; defire his Spiritual Advice : Per-- 
haps thou may it receive in ro the Bargain - 
Some. Temporal Advantage from it. He has 
4: greater : 
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a greater Influence on ſome of rhe Epyptiam 
Beys, than the Grand Signior has. himſelf, 
You're allalike embark'd in one Afiction, 
whoſe Efſence do's conſiſt in. being degraded 
from your former Honours, ( tho' in diffe= 


rent Degrees ) and being ſeparated from your : 


Friends. rhat bask in the immediate Luftre 


of Imperial Digniry. Ir is your. Bulineſs- 


therefore now, ' to find out ſome new Source 
of Happineſs: Tomake New Friends, ſince 


you have loſt the Old ; or, at leaft, ro prop 


up one anether by a murual Friendſhip, nor 
ro be Broke or Difſipared, bur by a Deſtiny 


equal to the former. And then you have. 


no more to do, bur- proſecute your ſeveral 
Intereſts, and: be reſign'd to Fate. 


As for thee, I am particularly follicirons ; 


being, engag'd together from our Youth, by 
a Reciprocal-Parricipation' of Good Offices, 
which was the Effect of a deep- rooted and 


ſtrong Sympathy. The Agreeableneſs of Hu-- 


mour, united firſt our Souls, and taught ug 
the Myſterious Lefſons. of Platonick Love. 
We ſaw cach other, and were ſtraight inſpir'd 


with ſacred Inclinations. My Eye no ſooner. 


fixd on thine, bur through 'thar Perſpective 
I'could ſee the inward Vertue of thy Soul; 


which immediately produc'd a Veneration in - 


my Breaſt: And I ſoon found our Hearts 


beat Time to one another. - This generous: 


Paſſion afterwards. encreas'd as we grew-up ; 
and what- ir loſt of its Firſt Violence, it 
gain'd by acquiring a more laſting Strength, 
more_durable Integrity, and conſtant Fairh-. 
| fulneſs.. 
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fulneſs. Our Joys and Griefs were ſtill the 
fame. No Proſperous or Adyerſe Fortune 
cou'deyer change our Minds, to warp us. ei- 
ther ro Flattery or Contempt : But with an 
even Mind we till ſuftain'd rhe different Ac- 
cidents of Humane Life, and propp'd up 
ane another with right Aﬀection ; till 'rwas- 
the Will of Fate to ſeparate us, I being 
made a Slave in S:c:/y, whilſt thou enjoy'dft 
the Smiles and Favours of thy Infant-For- 


rune, which introduc'd thee firlt ro the Sera-- 


s/. Afterwards I gain'd my Freedom, and 


return'd to the Imperial City, and to the Pa-- 
lace of the Sultan. But was not ſuffer'd long: 
ro enjoy that Happineſs, being appointed for- 


this hazardous Poſt in Pars. | 
I rell thee, Meheme?, I reckon my Caſe 


far worſe than thine, in that I am forc'd to- 


rake my conftant Reſidence up among theſe 
T»ſidels. Cou'd my propitious Stars encou- 
rage me but with the ſmalleſt Hopes to 
change my preſent Courſe of Life, I'd nzer 
repine at what is paſt, but pleaſe my ſelf 
with flattering Proſpects of ſome furure and 
unknown Felicity. Bur, to be irrevocably 
chain'd down te rhe Oar, withour a Glimpſe 
of any Sign thar I ſhall ever be reliey'd, 3s 
worle than Death ir ſelf. 

Whereas, on the other fide, thou art difſ- 
pos'd of in the happieſt Region of the 
Earth ; Epypt, the Mother of Sciences, the 


Midwife of Celeſtial Secrets ; the Nurſe of-. 


Sages, Saints, and' Prophets; the Granary 
of. rhe Muſſulman Empire ; and_the Refuge- 
; of 
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of Diſtrefſed Morrals. Oh! Mehemer , 
prize the vaſt Advantage thou haſt of me, 
and ' others of thy Fellow-Slayes. Improve 
thy Privilege, and Opportunity of ranging 
where thou liſt. Go, viſit all the Antiquities 
of Ezypt , and trace her Borders to the MA# 
and South. If this will not divert thy Me- 
lancholy, go farther yet, and ſearch the 
mighty Catarats of the Nzle, which deafen 
Morrals with their Fall. Go view the Moun- 
rains of rhe Moon in Zthiopia : Or, fee the 
Deſolation of the Smoaky Vale, and of the 
Cities, whoſe Inhabitants were in a' Minute 
Metamorphos*'d into Stones, as a Memorial of 
Eternal Vengeance againſt crying Sins. 

But, after all, my Mehemet, depart not 


from thy Reaſon, Loyalty and Faith. For 


theſe are Armour-Proof againſt the Afaulrs 
of Chance and Deſtiny, of Men and De- 
vils, of Earth and Hell. And when thy 
Travels are finiſh'd here on Earth , thoſe 


Verrues will not fail ro' carry thee to Heaven. 


Paris, 5th. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1670, 


LETTER 


- 


_— 
-__- 


Ss... A 


M44. 


” 4. 224%," TT .. - 


OT IE IS Hog ae 


zz 7 


w—OOC_—_ = >... TS OS I 


—_— 


186 Letters Writ by Vo. VII, 


LETTER I 
To the ſams. | 


I Cannot forbear giving thee the Tronble of 

anorher Letter by this Poſt ; that I may 
yet more encourage thee to a Vertuous Re- 
fignation to the V Vill of Fate, which, thou 
know |, -is inexorable. | 

There is an Eternal Law fix't in the Uni- 
verſe, which admits of no Repeal. No 
Prayers, or Tears of Paſſionate Morrals ; no 
Vows, Alms, Pilgrimages, or any Supererro- 
gating V Vorks can movethe Deſtinies. They're 
more Inflexible than the Judges of the old 
Athenian Arecpagus. And the Unchangeable 
Edicts of the Median Empire might tooner 
be revers'd than the Decrees of Fate. 

If thoucou'dt make Corban with a Hun- 
dren Thouſand Sheep, and feed the Poor of 
all rhe Eaſt, according to the Muſſulman 
Practice ; or Sacrifice, as many Bulls, after 


the Faſhion of rhe Ancient Gentiles : conld't 


thou monopolize all rhe Aromaticks of the 
Orient , to compound . the moſt exalred In- 


cenſe, and make a Pyramid of Odoriferous 


Smoak aſcend, high as the. Shadow of rhe 
Earth at Midnight, whereby the Heaven of 
Heavens ſhou'd be all perfum'd, and every 
ſleeping Deity ſhou'd be awaken'd by the 
Fragrant Smell ; could'® rhou bribe the 


Quires above, to rune the Spheres anew, and 
raiſe 
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raiſe the ſweeteſt Harmony, that ever reach'd 
the Eternal Senſe ; yet all wou'd nor prevail, 
to alter the Reſolves - of Heaven, or re-in- 
ſtate rhee in thy former Honour. No ! My 
Mehmet, thou art loſt for ever at the Serail : 
The Face of Things is chang'd, fince thow 
haſt been in Egypt. Thy Friends are all dif- 
pers'd abroad i'th* World, or Dead ; which 
is bur another kind -of Separation. There 
are rio Hopes now left thee, of e're rerur- 
ning again to that Proud Ciry, which inhe- 
rits the Character of ancient Rome, The La=- 
dy of the Earth, T wiſh the Roman Luxury 
be nor alike entail'd. | 
Rouze up, my Friend, and look not on 
thy State, through the deceirfnl Opticks of 
thy Paflion ; bur ler Reaſon light rhe Pro- 
{pe#. _ Thou wert before a Slave ; now: thou 
art free, and Maſter of thy Self. However, 
to rid thee of the very Idea or phanſy'd Mi- 
{ery, I counſel thee once again, totravet: 
Go,make the ſpeedieſt Retreat thou can'ſt, 
our of the Limirs of the Oztoman Empire, 
that thou may'ſt forget rhy Cares and Fears. 
Take not thy Way by Barbary, nor cover ta 
ſee the Place where ancient Carthage was fi- 
ruated ; be nor curious to enquire after 
Queen Dido, MAneas, or Hannibal, or to 
hear ſome Stories of the Famous Scrpzo. 
Nor wou'd I counſel thee to paſs the King- 
doms of Morocco and Fez. For, tho” thoſe 
Realms- pay no Obedience to the Saltan : 
Yer, they are his Allies ; and that Reflection 
will always keep thee in Pain.. Beſides, the- 
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fight of Muſulmans will terrifie thy Mind 
and fill thee with a Thouſand Apprehenſfions. 

Go rather the directeſt Way thou canſt, 
unto the Kingdoms of the Negro's or Black 
People, inhabiting-. the Torrid Fone. Bur, 
rake this Rule : Be fare to Coaſt along the 
River. N:le, as near as the Roads of Africk 
will permit : That fo thou may'ſt avoid rhe 
Horrible and Afrighting Deſarts of Libya, 
Nubia, 'and Janfar, with other Tnhoſpita- 
ble -Mountainous Parts between the Tropick 
of Cancer and the Equinox. For, thou wilt 
not find it very pleaſant to encounter and 
converſe with none but Dragons, Bafilisks, 
and other Monfters of thoſe Regions. And 
yet, : for ought I know, 'tis better, than to 
fall into the Hands of Humane Salvages. 

. F know nor how to give a General Cha- 
racter of the Southern. Blacks ; ſince every 
Province varies in its particular Principles, 
Cuftoms, Laws, and Inftirutions. The A- 
byſſines are Chriſtians 5 ſo are the Inhabi- 
rants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other 
Countries bordering on the Upper /thiopia. 
Thoſe that-dwell along the Red Sea, are ge- 
nerally Mahometans. They diſcourſe alſo of 
a very Populous Conntry thereabouts, pol- 
ſeſs'd by Fews alone. And there are Authors 
who affert a Female Kingdom ; a Nation of 
Amazons. "Tis certain, on the Weſtern Side 
thye're all Pagans. 

It will be worth thy Labour, to obſerve 
the different: Humours of theſe People, and 
make Compariſon berween rhe Ancient _ 
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this Modern Genti/i/m ; ro abFract their Mo- 
rals from their Superitirions: And rell me 
then, whether they do nor - berrer deſerve 
the Title of Tr1zz Be//evers, than we Muſſul- 
mans, fince they att accorcing to their Faith, 
whereas we goby a quire contrary Method. 
They believe no other Ges but their Dome- 
ftick Prieſts, and theſe they never willingly 
offend. Whereas, whilſt we profeſs the E- 
ternal Unity, we ſcruple not to {in "againſt 
Him every Huur. They Circumcife, Waſh, 
Pray, Abitain from Meats, give Alms as well 
as we. TheirJuſtice is as ftri, their Mercy 
ſoft as ours. In fine, they're Men differing 
from us, only in Colour, Education, and the 
peculiar Maxims -of their Country, which 
they rigorouſly obſerve, and hope for Hap- 
pineſs thereby, as we do by Obeying the 
Law brought down from Heaven. - 
Mehemet, Our Holy Prophet has faid, 
« Thar whoſoever lives innocently and does 
* Juſtice, whether he be a Chr:tian, Few, or 
« Pagan, ſhallbe ſav'd as well as his Diſci- 
* ples. Thereforc in all thy Travels, deſpiſe 
net any Man for his Religion, be it never fo 
ridiculous in Appearance ; provided he be 
Good and Honeft in his Converſation : Much 
leſs contemn rhoſe Africans for their Colour ; 
ſince Black and White are all alike ro him who 


firſt gave Man the Power to know the Diffe- 
rence, 


Mehemet 
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Mehemet, if thou accepteſt my Advice, 
rake alſo my Wiſhes for thy good Voyage 
and Proſperity. 


Paris, 5th. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 


—_— 


LETTER 1H. 


To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of 
Learning and Knowledge. 


FY 
R— 


Þ Rem thy Clemency I will. not fear a 
Charge of Negligence, in that I have 
delay'd to perform the Task thou enjoinedft 
me. Thou know'it my Circumſtances, and 
wilt confider, That tho' I have read Books, 
yet I have not a Library of my own. *Tis 
rrue, I often frequent rhoſe of this City, 
but my Seaſons are limired, either ro thoſe 
Hours when the L#ibrariesare open'd, or to 
thoſe I can ſpare from rhe Aﬀairs of my 
Commiſſiom. T cannot ſerve the Grand Sig- 
or, and follow my Studics both ar once. 
Yer I have our-paſs'd Frugaliry, and turn'd 
a Niggard of my rime, that I might obey 
-the great Oracle of True Believers, and pro- 
mote a7#/7rk, for which I have ſo paſſionate 
a Regard. 
The Enclos'd Paper cantains the Size of 
the Vo/ume, which T conceive will be moit 


_ proper 
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proper for fo great a 7York,, with the Con- 
trivance of the Pages, which I have divided 
into, Columns, that ſo the Tears of the 
World, the Date of the O:ympiads, with 
other Remarkable Ara's, may be rank'd 
in Order, each Parallel with the reſt, and 
all with the Matter treated of ar ſuch a 
Time. 

This IT havedone in the enclos'd Paper, 
not thinking -ir proper to interrupt the 
Series of my Letrer, with a blank Scheme, 
which is for the Ulſe of the Compilers ; bur 


'ro preſent thee with a tranſient View of the 


Feur Monarchies, which have made ſuch a 
noiſe in the World ; wherein thou need'ſt 
nor fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued 
Hifttory ; for I defign only ro cull our ſuch 
Paſſages as are moſt Diverting, and worthy 
of Peruſal. 

To begin then with the A/5rian Monar-- 
chy, which was the Firſ# of the Four: 
This Nation was, fora great while, conten- 
red with its own Bounds, without ſeeking 
to encroach on the Territories of orhers. 
And Ninus was the Firſt of the Aſſyrian 
Kings, who enlatg'd his Dominicns by Con- 
queſt. He ſubdu'd the greareſt part of A4fia, 
and rais'd Afſyria to the Title of an Em- 

ITC. 

After his Death, Semiramis his Wife, 
rook upon her- the Goverment, counterfeit- 
ing the- Perſon of Ninyas, his Son, who 
was as yctbur a Child. She wore the Ha. 
birof a Man, and being like her Son, paſs' 
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Mehemet, if thou accepreſt my Advice, 
rake alſo my Wiſhes for thy good Voyage 
and Proſperity. 


Paris, 5th. of the 4th. Moon, 
of the Year 1670. 


—__—_— 
————_—_ 


LETTER 1H. 


A. 
R—_— 


To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of 
Learning and Knowledge. 


Þ Rem thy Clemency I will. not fear a 
Charge of Negligence, in that I have 
delay'd ro perform the Fask thou enjoinedft 
me. Thou know'tt my Circumſtances, and 
wilt confider, That tho' I have read Books, 
yet I have nor a Library of my own. *Tis - 
rrue, I often frequent rhoſe of this City, 
but my Seaſons are limired, either to thoſe 
Hours when the L#ibrariesare open'd, or to 
thoſe I can ſpare from rhe Aﬀairs of my 
Commiſſion. T cannot ſerve the Grand Sig- 
or, and follow my Srudics both ar once. 
Yer I have out-paſs'd Frugaliry, and turn'd 
a Niggard of my time, that I might obey 
the great Oracle of True Believers, and pro- 
mote aM/rk, for which I have fo paſſionate 
a Regard. 
The Enclos'd Paper cantains the Size of 
the Volume, which T conceive will be moit 


_ proper 
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proper for fo great a York , with the Con- 
trivance of the Pages, which I have divided 
into, Columns, that ſo the Tears of the 
World, the Date of the O:/ympiads, with 
other Remarkable Ara's, may be rank'd 
in Order, each Parallcl with the reſt, and* 
all with the Matter treated of ar ſuch a 
Time. 

This I have done in the enclos'd Paper, 
not thinking -ir proper to interrupt the 
Series of my Letrer, with a blank Scheme, 
which is for the Ule of the Compilers ; bur 


'ro preſent thee with a tranſient View of the 


Feur Monarchies, which have made fuch a 
noiſe in the World ; wherein thou need'ſt 
nor fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued 
Hifory ; for I deſign only ro cull our ſuch 
Paſſages as are moſt Diverting, and worthy 
of Peruſal. 

To begin then with the A/hrian Monar- 
chy, which was the Firſ# of the Four: 
This Nation was, fora great while, conten- 
ed with irs own Bounds, without ſeeking 
to encroach on the Territories of orhers. 
And Ninus was the Firſt of the Aſſyrian 
Kings, who enlatg'd his Dominiens by Con- 
queſt. He ſubdu'd the greateſt part of A4fia, 
and rais'd Afſyria to the Title of an Em- 
ITC. 

After his Death, Semiramis his Wife, 
rook upon her- the Government, counterfeit- 
ing the- Perſon of Ninyas, his Son, who 
was as yctbur a Child. She wore the Ha. 
birof a Man, and being like her Son, paſs 
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for him, as the lawful Succeſſor, unſuſpeQed. 
This Virago: enlarg'd the Congueſts of her 
Husband, and ſpread her Empzre from India 
'to Ethiopia z and to lay the Foundation 
of an immortal Fame, ſhe built Baby- 
lon. 

To her, ſucceeded Nixyas her Son, of 
whom nothing is Remarkable but his Efe- 
mancy. For neglecting the Aﬀairs of War, 
he ſpent all his Time among his Concubines. * 
And the ſame Stain is faſten'd on his Suceeſ- 
ors, even to to Sardanapalus; in whole Death 
the Aſſhrian Menarchy ſuffer'd an Interrups 
tion, being Cantoniz'd into Petty Royalties, 
by the. Governours of Provinces. Among 
whom, thoſe who afſum'd the Crown of 
Baby!on, were of moſt Note , in: regard they 
firſt recover'd the bruken Empire to its Old 
Grandeur and Unity. | 
By. a Succefſion therefore of many Kings, 
in Reference to -whoſe Actions Hiſtory is 
filent, the Monarchy deſcended ro jMero- 
dach - Baladan : In whoſe Days happen'd 
that wonderful Retrogradation of the Sun, 
mention'd by Hebrew Writers and orhers, 
which occaſion'd ' thoſe Famous Controver- 
fies among. the Philoſophers, and Aſtrone- 
'mers of that Age, mention'd in the Perſian 
Chronicles. For they obſerving , that nor 
only the Sun, bur the whole Planetary Sy- 
ſtem, and all the Fixed $:zrs went back at 
the ſame Time, or at leatt ſcem'd to do fo, 
began to revive that curious Queſtion, abour ' 
the Motion of the Earth, which the Chal- 
dens, 
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deans, and Gymnoſophiſts of India had ſtars 
red before, when the Sun and Moon-ftood 
ſtill ar the burning of 14a. And it was con- 
chaded by ſome of 'em, Thar the Motion of 
the Earth being granted, its ftanding till, 
or going back at theſe extraordinary Times, 
would {folye all the Aſtronomical Appearan« 
ces better, and.in 4 more Natural Way, 
than by ſuppoſing -ſuch a Prodigious Srop 
ro be put ro the whole: Czleſtia! Frame art 
one time, or that the. Everlaſting Spheres 
ſrou'd be Rowld backwards at the 0- 
ther. 

This Difpure was the Occaſion of that 
famous Conflux of the Eaſtern Sages to 
Babylon, mention'd in the Perſian Poets , 
and Hiftorians, For Baladan being very In- 
quiſitive after Knowledge, and particularly 
deſirous to be inform'd in the Grounds of 
this Preternarural Appearance, ſent Meſſen- 
gers into India, Egypt, Perſia, and all King- 
doms, where Learning flouriſh'd ; inviting 
the Aſtrologers, Priefts, Magicians, Prophets, 
and all that had the Character of 7//e Men, 
ro come to his Court at Babylon , where 
they were magnificently entertain'd ; and 
when they had fully ſatisfied all the King's 
Demands , he ſent them away laden with 
Giits and Preſents, every Man to his own 
Country. 

Arkianus ſucceeded Baladan in the Kins- 
dom of Babylon, in whole time Eclatan” 
was builr. To him faccceded Belithrs, 
Aphronadius, Rigibelns , Meſſiſſimordacus 
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afrer whom the Kingdom was again tranſla. , 
ted to the Aſſ5rians, in the Reign of Eſchar- 
hadaon,in the 3323d, Year of the H/or/d, and 
the 24th. O/ympiad. During the Empire of 
this Eſcharhaddon the Aſſyrian Monarch , 
Chalcedon that lies over againſt rhe Imperial 
City, was built by the Thracians, in the 
25th. Olympiad, and 3329th. Year of the 
World. 

To 'Eſcharhaddon ſucceeded Saoſduchinus, 
*Chyladanus, Nabopolaſſar ; in the Reign of 
which'laſt, Necho King of Egypt , attempt- 
ted ro cut a Canel from the N:le to the Red- 
Sea, wherein he employed an Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand Egyptians ; but diſcou- 
rag'd by the flow Progreſs they made, and 
the vaſt Expences he was at, he gave it 
over. 

This Nabobolaſſar, once more rais'd the 
Kingdom of Babylonto an Univerſal Monar- 
chy ; for before his Time it had been for ſome ' 
Years in the Hands of the A/ſjrians ; but he 
fubdu'd all Syria, Phenicia, Fudea, and 
Egypt, and expelld the Scythians our of 
Aſia. | 

To him ſucceeded his SonNebuchadnez2ar, 
who dream't of the Four Univerſal Monar- 
chies, that were to ſucceed one another. In 
his Reign was born the Grand Cyrus, who 
rais'd the Perſian Monarchy, Of him ir 35 
Recorded, Thar one Night he dreamed, The 
Sun ſtood at hi Feet, whom when Cyrus Thrice 
attempted to lay hold on, the Sun as often- diſ- 
appear'd : Which the Mag: interpreted, - a 

ure 
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fure Sign that he ſhould Reign Thirty Years 


which came to pals accordingly. 

During this Reign, there was a Notable 
Dnel fought berween Pittacus, one of the 
Seven Wiſe Men of Greece, and Phrynon the 
moſt Renowned Combatant of thoſe Days ; 
for he always won the Prize at the O/ympick 
Games. He was General of the Athenians, 
and being puff'd up with his conſtant Suc» 
ceſſes, he defy'd any Man ro a ſingle Com- 
bat. Pittacus the Sage, accepted the Chal- 
lenge ; and when they were hotly engag'd in 
the Field, he ſuddenly threw a filken Net 0- 
ver Phrynon's Head, and having thus entang- 
led him, thruſt him through with his Lance. 

This was that great Nebrchadnezzar, who 
having beſieg'd and taken Feruſalgm, burnt it 
down to the Ground, raz'd the Walls, and 
carry'd away all the Fews with their Riches 


into Captivity to Babylon. 


Afterwards having Conquer'd all the 
Neighbouring Nations, he new-built Baby 
lon, and enclos'd it with Three Walls: He 
alſo built thoſe Pendulous Gardens, Renow- 
ned throughout the Earth ; and made thoſe 
Brazen Gates which were reckoned among 
the Winders of the Z/or/d. Bur art length , 
being puff'd up with the Thought of his 
Magnificent Works, he was Metamorphos'd 
into a $4tyr or S:/van,and dwelt Seven Years 
in the D#ſarts of Arabia, being a Compa- 
nion of the Brutes. My Country-men ſhew 
the Places of his wild Haunt, to rhis Day ; 
having receiv'd it by Tradition from theirFa« 
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-thers. | They ſay alſo, that Paremzel, the 
Angel-of the Woods, when the Term of Se- 
yen Years wasexpird, intercceded with God 
for Nebuchadnezzer, who thereupon turn'd 
him into a Man again, and reiior'd him to 
his Empire. He dyed peaceably in the 3442d 
Year of the HWorld,and the 43d of his Reign. 

To him. ſucceeded Evz/-Merodach, Ner:- 
glifſor, Laboreſoarchod, and Labynitus, in 
whoſe Time there was War between the Ba- 
bylonians and Perſians , when Cyrus afrer ma= 
ny Victorious Campaigns, art laſt laid Siege 
to Babylon, took the City, and tranſlated the 
Empire to the Perſians ; and having ſubdu'd 
all the ef of Aſia, even to the Red Sea, he 
died at Seventy Years of Age ; Commanding 
his Servants nor to Embalm his Body, nor 
uſe any coſtly Pomp at his Funeral, but by- 
rying him decently like a Man, ſhou'd cauſe 
this Epitaph to be writ on- his Tomb, 


O Mortals,T am Cyrus who 
laid the Foundation of the 
Perſian Monarchy , and 
was Emperour of all A- 
ſia : Therefore envy me 
not a Grave. 

To him ſucceeded Cambyſes his 'Eldeft 


"Son, who marching with his Army into E- 
8!) 
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Egypt,and laying Siege 'to Peluſium, caus'd 
a great Number of Cows, Apes, Birds and 
other Animals to be plac'd in the Front of 
his Army ; knowing, thar the Egyptians 
worſhip'd ſuch for Gods, and conſequently 
wou'd forbear ro ſhoot their Arrows that; 
way : By which Stratagem he took the City, 
and afterward Conquer'd all 'Ezypr, carrying 
away many Thouſands of the Egyptians, with 
Foreigners reſiding there, into Captivity, a- 
mong whom was Py:hagoras the Philoſopher. 

After this, Cambyſes ſent Spies under the 
Notion of Embaſſadors ro the King of Athi. 
opia, with Rich Prefents. Bur the King ſu- 
ſpeting what was their Buſineſs, rook a 
Bow in his Hand and henr ir,as tho' he wou'd 
ſhoor ; and giving it ta, the Spes, he bid 
them carry it ro their Mz and tell him, - 
That when he and hs Perſians had learn'd to 
Lend Bows of that Strength, he might think of 
invading Ethiopia, and not before,for that the 
F:rhiopians were Gyants in Vigor, And when 
the Spres rerurn'd to Cambyſes, there was no- 
Man found among his Soldiers which was a- 
ble to bend that B»w. Yet he march'd di- 
rety towards Ethiopia with a great Army; 
Part of which was oyerwhelm'd in the Sands 
of rhe Deſarts, ro the Number of Fifty 
Thouſand, and the Reſt being reduc'd, for 
Want of Proviſions, to a Neceſflity of eating 
one another, he returned in a Yreat Rage to 
Memphs, where he flew Aps the God of the 
Egyptians, and caus'd his Prieſts to be Maſ- 
ſacred. He alſo flew his own Brother, and- 
In kill'd: 
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kill'd his Wife becauſe ſhe mourn'd for- him, 
le ſhot Prexaſpes through with anArrow,and 
commanded Twelve . Perſian Nobles to be 
bury'd Alive : He ſer Fire ro the Temples, 
blaſphem'd the Gods, and at laſt kilfd him- 
ſelf by an Accident with his own Sword. 

After his Death, the Magi Crown'd one of 
their own Order, and ſet him on the Throne 
of Perſia, giving out that he was Smerdes 
the Younger Son of Cyrus, who had been 
murder'd by the Command of his Brother 
Cambyſes. And it was eaſy to carry on the 
Fraud, in regard the Perſian Kings rarely 
fuffer themſelves to be ſeen ; which is a Cu- 
ftom, thou know'ſt, obſerv'd by all the Mv- 
nuarchs 1n the Eaſt. 

One Oftan, a, Perſian Prince, firk diſco- 
ver'd the Cheat by Means of his Daughter, 
a Concubine of the King's: For ſhe, by his 
Inſtraftion, found out, that the King had 
no Ears : Which was a. convincing Argument 
thar he was one of the Magr, whoſe Ears 
Cambyſes had commanded to be cut off. 

This Oftan drawing Six other Princes 18-- 
to a Conſpiracy, they ruſh'd into the Par 
lace, and kill'd all the Magz, and fingl'd our 
of their own Number, one Darius, the Son 
of Hyſtaſpes, to ſucceed in the Throne. This 
was not done by Election, but by Lot : For 
they agreed ro meer all rogether, one Mor- 
ning, before the Palace Gates on Horſeback ; 
and. that he whoſe Horſe fir Neigh'd after 
the $41.was up, ſhou'd be King. This fell 
Lo, Darins's. Share , by the Stratagem of his 
'$quire, 
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Squire, or Mafter of the Horſe. Then the 
other Princes, Crown'd him, and made him 
\ ſwear by the Sun and the Fire, that he wou'd 
\ never put them ro Death or deny them his 
Preſence. 

Bur Darius finding himſelf carb'd by theſe 
Princes, was reſolv'd to rid himſelf of ſuch 
dangerous Companions. Wherefore he cau- 
fed a Stove to be built on purpoſe for a Ban- 
quetting-Houſe, and ſo artificially contriv'd 
that the Fire-place being under the —_— 
ting-Chamber, ſhould in ſo many Hours burn 
aſunder the Pillars that ſupported the ſaid 
Chamber, and cauſe the Floor to fall down 
into the Fire. Then he invited theſe Princes 
roa Feaft, which he held in his Banquetting- 
Houſe, and was merry with them till the 
Signal was given for him ro depart : Ar 
which Time he left them in the midſt of. 
their Mirthz and within a while afrer he 
was gone, the Floor of the Chamber fell 
down, with all that were in ir, into the Fire 
underneath; where the Princes were ſoon 
conſum'd ro Aſhes. X 

After this, Darius manag'd all the Afﬀairs 
of his Empire without Controul. He rul'd 
over all the Provinces of Aſia, frony India to 
Ethiopia, containing above a Hundred 
Kingdoms. He extended his Conque#s to the 
Provinces of Greece ; and ſetting Gn a pro- 
digious Fleet, he ſaid into the Mediterra- 
nean and Archipelago : He conquer'd the I- 
flands of the Mgean Sea, reducd Chalcedon, 
and all rhe Cities along the Hel/leſpont "and 
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Propontis, even Byzantium it ſelf, the pre- 
fent Seat of our Auguſt Emperours. Art 
length, having Reigned proſperouſly Thirty 
fix Years, he died, and lefr Xerxes his Son to 
fucceed him in the Throne. 

Thou ſeeſt Great Guide of the Faithful, 
that T have not yer reach'd to the End of the 
Perſian Monarchy ; whereas I thought to have 
comprehended all rhe Four in one Letter ; 
For I have only rouch'd npon the moſt Re- 
markable Paſſages, omitting the main Body 
of the Hiſtory, which ir wou'd be tao redious 
for thee to. peruſe. 

If thou approveſt what I have 'written, I 
will continue thus ro abbreviate the Hiſtory 
of the. Perſian, Macedonian, and Roman 
Fmpires in other Letters : Bur if thou think- 
eſt whar I have already writ, ro be a ſuffi- 
ent Model for the Compilers of an Univer- 
ſal Hiſtory, T ſubmit -ro thy Oraculoys, Ap- 
pointment. 

In the mean time, I pray the K:ng Erer- 
al, who Eſtabliſhes and Diſfolves all the 
Empires in the World, and has pur into the 
Pofſeflion of the Grand Signior thoſe Am= 
ple Tracts of the Earth which formerly be- 
long'd to the Succeflive Monarchies; to ex- 
rend the Limits of the Muſſulman Empire 
through the Five Jones. 


Paris, 17th, of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1670, 
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LETTER 1V. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone. of the 
Vale of Sidon. 


”] Was a long time before. I could find 

out the True Secrer of Humane Hap- 
pineſs. I have for many Years grop'd after 
it inthe Dark ; and when I thought I enjoy'd 
a Proſpect of it, as clear as of Things we 
diſce n in the Light of a Mid-day Sun, 
that © Sun was little better than the So/ Mor- 
tworum of the Ancient Romans, whole Beams 
ſeryd only ro. give a faint Mock-Gl:m- 
mering' to the Ghoſts: that wander on this 
fide. Charon's Ferry, and' like an Jgnis fatunus 
ro miſlead 'em: up and down+ in' the dark 
Suburbs of Elizium, the Fens and Marſhes 
of the Stygian Lake. So have I ſtraggl'd, 
all my Lite, through unknown Ways, ſeek- 
ing the Road to Heaven, yet finding nothing 
but the Paradiſe of Fools. 

Sometimes , I: thought, by- outward 
Works .of Vertue, to purifie my Self and 
gain Perfe&Hon. I was -punctual . in obſer- 
ving every Precept of the Law ; and: per- 
form'd not a few Acts - of - Supererogarion. 
Confiding- too much in -the Fidelity, and 
inviolable Faſtneſs of my Wings, the Force 
of my Religious Paſſions, firſt ' form'd by 
Nature, afterwards improv'd by  Pious Tu- 
tors ; I ſtrove romake Hercick Flights, - and 
| K 5 ſoar 
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ſoar above my Guide. But alas! they 
w<cre mere borrawed Feathers which bore 
me up ſo long : dead Artificial Wings, ce- 
mented ro my Soul only by - Education , 
Cuitom, and the Practice of my Fathers ; 
a Compotiition of Spiritual Wax, or Glew, 
which could nor ſtand the Brunt of hot and 
fiery Tryals, but ſoon diffolv'd in my Un- 
warrantable, Bold Approaches to the Sun. 
So- that, in fine, my Wings dropt piece- 
meal off, and I'd} the Fate of Icarus, to fall 
a- Victim. to my own obſtinate Zeal, and 
Raſhneſs. 

Surely our Souls are like the Aug earn Sta- 
ble, which- no Human Power, Arr, or In- 
duſtry, can ever cleanſe, did nor the Meſſen- 
gers and Favourites of God, like Hercules , 
teach us the Method: of opening a Canal 
| from Heaven, and letting in'the Torrent 
of the River of Purification from Para- 
diſe. 

Our Vices, Hydra-like, ſtill ſtart Young 
Tnfant-Heads, as faſt as we cur off the Old. 
Whereas our Vertues.. are like-the Venetian 
Treaſure, which being once ſhew'd ro . the 
Spaniſh Embaſfador in many  Coffers of- Sil- 
ver, Gold, and Jewels; the Wiſe Caſtilian 
deſiring ro ſee the Bottoms of rhoſe Weal- 
thy Cheſts rurn'd up; when it was done, 
made this Remark , Jour Riches have no 
' Roots , nor grow, like thoſe my Maſter does 
poſſeſs i'th Indies. So areallthe boaſted Ex- 
cellencies acquird' by Humane Diſcipline 
more inanimate and dead than the Ws 
TQ-. 
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Productions of Minerals, Metals and Stones. 
No traditional Chimiſtry of Men, can e're 
revive a Soul, that's dead to God. Perhaps; 
ſome Theological Paracelſus, Helmont, or 
Arabian Ifriqui, may, from: the Aſhes, of an 
Original, Flower, raiſe the Phantaſtich Form. 
of it .againz I mean rhe Colour and Con- 
rexture of the Leaves: But none of them 
is able to beſtow the Vital Sap, the Seminal 
Fuice, the Inward Vertue of the once pro- 
ſperous and flouriſhing Vegetable. No Mor- 
tal can repair what Adam once deltroy'd. 
Thar Protoplaſt has ruin'd us All. 

Well then ! Muſt wedeſpair of Remedy ? 
Shall we decamp, and ſneakingly retire ro. 
Hell, becauſe we can't take Heaven by ſtorm, 
nor undermine -it; nor have recourſe to - 
Stratagems 3 nor Bribe the Garriſon ;- or 
make a Party amongſt the Celeſtial Burg- 
hers ? No : Let's ratherlie entrench'd with-- 
in our Selves, till Heavefi ſhall voluntarily 
open its Gates, and Sally forth in Love, wo-- 
invite and lead us in. 

Oh! Thrice-Happy Santome, thou haft 
experienc'd what I ſay. My reſolution + 
is to follow thee, by ſuffering my ſelf ro be 
gradually abdicated from - the World, and” 
from my own Will. Vouchſafe ro inſtruct 
me in the Method, leſt Self-Love miſguide-: 
me to my. Ruine.: 
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In the mean while, repoſe thou in the: 
Boſom of G24, which isthe Bed-Chamber of 
Holy Sauls.. 


Paris, 1. of the 8th. Moon, 
of the. Tear 1670, 


»”— 


LG 6. ER Vc 


Fo the Selitar Aga; or Sword bearer- 
to the. Sultan, 


[ Shall entertain thee now with a Medly of 
Relations, ſome containing News of the. 
freſheſt Date , others only informing, thee. 
of .things done many Moeons ago ,. yet. 
pleaſant enough in the Rehearſal. | How-. 
ever, I beg of thee to accept this as a Te- 
flimony of my. Devozr and Regard -;- in that 
T. have abundance of Letters ro write, many 
Fricnds to gratifie; and-cannor ſend the ſame. 
Matter to All. Iamforc'd ro parcel ont my 
Intell igence, and- ſuit every Letter to the 
Genius and Station of him ro-whom-I Ad- 
dreſs. Knowing therefore thy particular In- 
dinations, I-ſhall -prefent thee with ſome- 
thing very Agreeable. 

No- doubr bur thou - art acquainted ' with + 
the. Chriſtians Carnaval, which is a Time 
of publick. Joy, Licentiouſneſs, and. Sport.. 
Thus: 
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This Year the King. and Queen of France 
obſery'd it with wonderful Magnificence. 

Among their other Divertiſements, they 
were preſented with a Play, wherein Two 
Rival Princes, by an Ingenious Emulation, 
ſtrove ro out-vy each other in regaling a 
Princeſs, equally beloy'd by both. The 
Repreſentation was very fair, and full of 
Majeſty. On the Righr-hand of the The- 
atre appear'd Apollo in the Air, returning 
to his Heaven , after he had chas'd and 
routed all. the Cyclops, with the way ox 
Python, On the Left was ſeen the ſame 
God on the Top of Parnaſſus, in the mid'ft 
of the Nine Muſes, ſcatiering Flowers on 
the Arts and Sciences which were at the 
Foot of the Mountain. Then a Veil being 
drawn a-ſide, diſcover'd a Sea, ſurprizingly 
natural and fine : In the midft of which, 
the Gods of many famous Rzvers- appear'd 
ſeared on Rocks, with Tritons, and Cupids 
rang'd on. each fide, upon the Backs of Do/- 
phin's. Then from above, amidſt the Clouds, 
King olus appear'd; laying his ftraighr 
Commands upon the Minds, that they im- 
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting 
only Jephyr, who, for his ſoft and gentle 
Breezes, was permitted to be preſent at this 
Feaftt Afrer which, came Neptune riding 
in his Cock/e-Chariot, drawn! by Four: Sea- 
Horſes, attended by a Train . of Gods that 
dwell within the Deep. 

Immediately. the Scenes chang'd into a 
Champain,; repreſenting the Delicious _ 
0 
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of Tempe; where a moſt excellent and agree- 
able Comedy was acted, ro the Satisfaction 
of all the Court, I leave the Dances, In- 
terludes, and other Novelties to thy Imagi- 
nation; aſſuring thee, that all was Aftoni- 
fhing and Magnifick. 

Bur not ro entertain thee longer with 
theſe empty Trifles, I ſhall now acquaint 
thee with ſomerhing-of Importance ; which 
is a Peace concluded berween this King, 
ard rhe State of Algiers. On the- 2d. of 
the 3d, Moon, the Count de Guiche brought 
the Articles of the Treary to the King ; from 
the Hands of the Marquis de/ Martel, Licu- 
tenant-General of the French_.Fleer in the 
Mediterranean. | 

If thow wouldſt know the Particulars 
of this Agreement, read the enclos'd Paper :. 
As for Marter of Fact, all the French Slaves 
at Algiers, were immediately releas'd upon 
the Signing and Sealing the Treaty, and 
delivered up to the. French Commander ; 
with ſome French Veſſels alſo which they had 
ſeiz'd. And ſo diſhonourable are their Ca- 

tulations, That at the ſame Time they 
have yielded up a Ship-of theirs, which the 
French had taken from them, for ever quit-- 
ting all Claim to it. 

Inthe Beginning of May, the King took 
his Journey to Flanders, to viſit his New - 
Conqueſts there. This pur his Enemies in-- 
to a great Conſternarion, fearing that he had 
ſome Deſign uponon them. They began 


to. be upon their Guard, and prepare for. a 
ſudden: 
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ſudden Surprize. Bur the King perceiving 
their Alarm by his Spies ; ſent them Afſu- 
rance, On his Royal Word, That he would 
do them no Violence art this Time. 

However, he ſoon after ſent the Mareſchal 
de Crequi into Lorrain, with a force conſi- 
derable enough ro reduce that Prince to. 
Reaſon, who had nor kept his Parole with 
him in ſeveral Inſtances. The Effet of 
this Expedition, was the Reducing Pont- 
a«Mouſſon, Eſpinal, Chaite, Longwy, and all 
the Principality ob Lorrain, to the French 
King's Obedience : So that the poor Duke 
is forc'd to ſeek his Refuge in Foreign 
Courts. 

Noble 4ga, this Duke is not to be Piried, 
being very. Ungrateful, and a perfect Mad- 
man. He owes his Liberry and: Life to the 
King of France; yet could nor forbear Plot- 
ting againſt him. Now- he is deſeryedl 
Chaſtis'd for his Folly. So may all thoſe 
ſuffer, who abuſe their Benefactors. Bur, 
upon the Benign and Good, may the Fa- 
vours of Heaven. reſt rill. the Splitting of all 
Things. | 


Paris the 1 3th. of the gth Moon, 
of the Tear 1670, 
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LETTER VL 


To Iouf, hrs Kinſman, a Merchant 
at Aſtracan. 


I Receiv'd thy Letter, and perus'd ir with 

much Complacency, finding thy 'Senti- 
ments very agreeable to Reaſon. Yer give 
me leave to-warn thee of an Exceſs which 
thou art running'into. For I have had- Ex- 
perience of its ill Conſequence. 

Thy Lofſes have made thee Melancholy, 
and the Fraudulent. Dealing of thy Corre- 
ſpondents, Factors, and ſuppoſed Friends, 
has taught thee ro declaim againſt Friend- 
ſhip, Men, and Buſineſs: Ard not only fo, 
bur it ſeems thou haſt raken- a' Reſolution to 
abandon all Worldly Afﬀairs, Pleaſures, and 
Engagements whatſoever, and rurn' Fagquir, 
Eremit, or Dervich art leaſt : For, thou art 
diſguſted at Humane Society, and weary of 
all Things bur Solitude. 

I muſt confeſs, T/ouf, theſe are very Ge- 
nerous Thoughts, and Pious Reſolves. But, 
they are not eafily pur in Practice. They 
are Underrakings, fit only for perfect <a'nts, 
Men of -unblemiſk'd Lives, and free from 
all Sorts of Vice; Perſons who have a Stock 
of Temperance, Chaſtity, Prudence, , Juſtice, 
Fortimde, Patience, Humility, and all rhe 
other Vertues, a Fund of Magnanimity, 


which - 
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which can never be exhauſted by any Temp- 
rations, Difficulties, or Perils, thar uſually 
aſſault and environ ſuch as enter into ſo au- 
ſtere a Courſe of Life. 

Wilt thou be able ro endure rhe nnrelen- 
ting, rigid Cold of Minter in the Deſart, 
where there are no Chimneys, Hearths, or 
Stoves, nor any other Method of keeping 
Fire to warm thee by ? Canſt thou ſuſtain 
the raging Blaſts of Boreas at thar Seafon, 
or the killing Tempeſts of North-Eaſtern 
Winds, which blow from far, and fill the 
Air, the Earth, and Sea, with baneful Miſs, 
Froſts, Ice, Snow, Sleer, and other chilling 
Meteors, out of their Eternal Magazines, 
within the Arzick Circle, which Ovid calls 
the Frigid Rone. 

There are many . other Extremities to 
which a Man's expos'd in ſuch a Solitary 
State. Nor wilt thou be leſs liable ro Incon- 
veniences and Hardſhips, if thou ſhould'ſt 
ramble as a Faquir, up and down the World. 
Much leſs could'ſt thou endure the ſad Re- 
ſtraints, and Morrtifications of a Convent. 
Thou'dſt hardly live ont thy Novzitiate with 
Patience. Ir goes againſt the Grain of Na- 
ture to obey another's Will, in every trifling 
Matter that he commands. Thou muſt nor 
Ear or Drink, but thy Superiour will ſer the 
Place, the Time, and Manner of thy Dier ; 
which will be irkfome ro thy Free-born Soul. 
And then thou muſt forſake thy Amorous 
Pleaſures ; for ever Forſwearing alſo, the very 


Thoughts of Money, or of being Rich. . 
rell 
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tell thee, thou mutt - refolve ro become a 
Religious Drone, fir for-nothing but ro mum- 
ble o're thy Beads, or turn the Superſtitious 
Round, till thon art Giddy, or Dance an 
Hour together ro the Muſick of a Thouſand 
Hue's and Het's,hoarſly croak'd out in Frantick 
Tones, by thee, and all thy Brethren Derv:- 
ches, till ye are ſick, and foam at Mouth: 
Then your Devotions are thought Meritorious, 
Canf thou digeſt theſe ſacred Fooleries ? 
Or grant this to be a Rational Service of rhe 
Divinity, as ſome will plead; who ſay, We 
ought to employ cach Member, and all our 
Faculties, in Praifing him that made 'em ; 
yet canſt thou brook a Confinement all thy 
Days, to this Re/ig:ous State ? 

I tell thee Tſorf, T have been often rempred 
in this Manner, to forlake the Sultan's Ser- 
vice, with all other Engagements of the 
World, and throw my ſelf inro a Convent, 
or ſpend the Reſidue of my Days in ſome 
obſcure and ſolitary Corner of a Defart : 


Yer, I found at length, thar this was no- 


thing bur Deluſion, and the ſubrle Sophiſtry 
of that Malicious Demon, who envies Man 
his Happineſs. "Tis he that whiſpers Ar- 
gumentrs of Diſcontent and Murmuring into 
our Souls, watching his Opportunities when 
any thing gives us exquiſite Pain or Grief, 
ro drive us to Deſpair. 

So have I ſomerimes Iabour'd under an 
Intolerable Anguiſh of Mind, beſides the 
fretting Maladies of Fleſh, and Blood, 
with outward Croſſes in my Fortune, =p 

ave 
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have T wifh'd my ſelf in ſome dark Cavern 
of the Earth, or. on the falitary Top of 
Teneriff, where I ſhould conyerſe with none 
bur Spirits and Demons dwelling above 
the Clouds. Or eye I covered the Melancholy 
Rerirements of the Lybian Deſarrt, which 
affords no - other Society than that of Ly+ 
ons, Tygers, Dragons, and other Beaſts of 


rey. 

When theſe Wiſhes have appear'd roo 
Extravagant and Wild, I then retrench'd 
my Thoughts, and pitch'd upon ſome other 
Manner of Life, equally promifing Comforr, 
yet leſs threatning and Dangerous. I gave 
my ſelf up wholly to Prayer and Faſting 
for a while, thinking ro hold our thus for 
ev:r. So ſenſible. a Pleaſare arrends theſe 
Exerciſes, That atcertain Moments a Man's. 
all Rapture, Ecſtacy, and I know not whar. 
He is axe ro think himſelf in ſome New 
World. A Sacred Pride inveſts his Soul. He 
ſeems all Majeſty within ; an inſeparable 
Companion of the Immortals, and the Dar- 
ling-Friend of God. Whereas all this reſults 
bur from the Ventilation of his Blood, by 
Vocal Oraiſens ; and is no more thana meer 
Natural Operation. , - whereby his Lungs 


are artificially breath'd, and gently forc'd ro 
Difſembogue their over-heared Airs, their 
thick caliginous Vapours, which fill the 
Heart and all the reſt of the Vitals with 
Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Suſpicion,Grief, 
and other dolefyul Paſſions. 


Bur; 
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Bur, mark the Zealot, when his Prayers 
are over, his Faſt is done, and all his Fervant 
Pious Diſcipline is accomplith'd ; how like 
a Hypocrite he looks and acts : How formal 
is his Carriage, or at leaft, how -vain and 
{ight? He either heaves out fulſom Hypo- 
condriack Sighs, with _ Supercilious Looks, 
and Chaps, fr !ike the Furrows of a ſowr- 
fac'd Hadgz ; or elſe he's tickI'd into a loud 
ungovernable Lavghter,, and all his Carriage 
is r#diculous and wanton. Either his Hunger, 
Thirſt, and Faitrftneſs, the uſual Effect of 
fuch Excefſive Devotion, makes him Peevitſh, 
Cholerick, and Unmortified ; or elle he is as 
Apiſh as a Car. 

Humane Nature cannot abide long in the 
ſame Humour, and thoſe: thar ſeem to be 
always Even Temper'd People, like the Caſ- 
pian Sea without Ebb, or Flow, are only 
Counterfeits, and Politicians, There is an 
Art to conceal ones Paffions, but there is 
none thar can annihilate them. We change 
from one Aﬀection, Appetite, and Deſire to 
another. Our Inclinations circulate with 
our Blood. They are transform'd each 


Minute, Hour, and Day; they vary like 


the Wind and Weather. Therefore never 
think of raking an Erernal Pleaſure, or 
Diſtaſte, in any Thing here Below. Prayer 
is good in its Turn, I mean, the Vocal Aſpi- 
rations. So are Faſting, Abſtinence, and 
other Religious Severities. Bur if all Men 
ſhou'd be perpetually at theſe Exerciſes, 
Ged in a little Time, wou'd have but few 
Adorers 
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Adorerson Earth, The Ground muſt be left 
Unrill'd; the Fields would quickly bring forth 
Crops of Briars and Weeds, inſtead cf Corn. 
The Gardens then muſt turn ro Wildernefles. 
There would be then no need of Millers, 
Bakers, - and the ether Trades, whoſe Lively- 
hood depends upon the Husbandman. And 
ſo for want of proper Suſtenance, Mankind 
muſt quickly periſh. 

I do not argue againſt thoſe who ſeem 
to be Conſtellated to a Solitary Life 3 or by 
ſome ſpecial Grace of God, are ftrengthned 
ro endure "the conſtant Hardſhips of an 
Hermitage : Such as the Illuſtrious and Great 
Mohammed, of Mount Uriel in Arabia, 
who is our Holy Prephet's Tenant and Suc- 
ceflor, in the Cave of Wenders. Such alſo 
is 1/c- Rend Hu, the Celebrated Bramin of 
Cachemire in India, who lives on the T op of 
on High Mountain, is a Hundred and Twen- 
ty Three Years old, foretells Things to come, 
reſolyes all Doubts, gives Infallible Counſel, 
heals divers Diſeaſes works ſome Miracles ; 
and in: fine, fays and does all Things by a 
Spirit worthy of Admiration. 

The Mountain whereon this Phloſopher, 
or Prophet dwells, ſeems to be the. Landmark 
between Summer and H/inter. For one ide of 
it is always cover'd with Snow, the other with 
Bloſſoms, Flowers, Herbage,and Fruirs. This 
over-looking a ſpacious Valley, which they 
call the Paradiſe of the Exſt ; Thar affording 
a Proſpect little more agrecable or fair, than 

what 
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what the Poets ſpeak of the Riphean 
Hill. 

Ich R-nd Hu, has his Habitation in a 
Cave or Grot, which paſles through the 
Rock, as Virgiis does near Naples in Italy, 
which thou hait ſeen. | 

In this Myſterious Station, he appears like 
Folus, Lord of the Weather : For 'ris cer- 
rain, he commands the Winds to blow or 
ceaſe, ar the leaſt word, within the Verge 
of his accuſtom'd Walks. If any Perſon 
dare prophane the Silence of rhe Place, with 
Words, or other rader Noite, they are im- 
mediately furpriz'd with dreadful Storms of 
Thunder, Lightning, Wind; and Rain: 
ſuch as ſeem to threaten the Diſſolution of 
all Things : Which makes all Men in thoſe 
Parts, hold T1/ch Kend Hu in great Venera- 
tion. He is the only Oracle of the Indies. 
They reſort to him from the Neighbouring 
Provinces, and Kingdoms, in all their Dit- 
ficulties. The Grandees 'of Per/ia, Tibet, 
and Cathay, ſend tro him Honourable Pre- 
ſents, defiring his Counſel in Matters -of 
Peace, and War. Nay they make devoiit 
Pilgrimages to him from the Kingdoms of 
Tunquin, and China. He is the Apollo of 
the Eaſt. 

Ifouf, it would be ſome Encouragement 
for Thee and. Me, ro embrace a Solitary 
Life, if we might ever hope to attain ſuch 
wonderful Perfeftions. But as We have 
hitherto livd in the World, and ftain'd 
| Our 
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Our Selves with the Common Vices of 
Mortals, We cannot preſume tro merir 
theſe extraordinary Favours : Our Old 
Habits are rooted in Us, and if We have 
Time and Strength to plant New ones 
in their Stead, yet they will not grow up 
to Maturity, bur with many Years : For, 
believe Me, Couſin, no Body becomes a 
Devil, or a Saint allat once. 


Paris, 6th. of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1676, 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 
To the Chiaux Baſla. 


]Jz appears, That the King of France's 

Fortune not only 'procures him conſtant 
Victories and Triumphs in Europe, but 
ſuch a Renown and Character in foreign 
Countries, as fimulates the moſt Remote 
Princes, and Puifſant Monarchs of the 
Farth, to court his Alliance and Friend- 
ſhip. 

"Me is at this preſent, an Embaſſador 
come from the Coaſts of Guinea, in Africk, 
being ſent by the King of Arder; one of 
the Greateſt Sovereigns in thoſe Parts, poſ- 
ſefling an Abſclute and Uncontroulable 
Aurhorirty over his Subjects, as rhe Grand 
Signior does over the Faithful Oſmans. Bur, 
we will not compare the narrow Limits of 
his Dominion, with the vaſt and unboun- 
ded Extent of the Mu/ſulman Empire, the 
Inheritance of our Sublime Sultan, the Lord 
of the Globe at large. Suffice ir, thar this 
Black Prince is a Wiſe Man, deſcended of 
a Race of Sages; and, that Policy of State 
4s as natural ro him, as common Craft or 
Cunning to the mcaneſt of the Vulgar. He 
knows how to make War or Peace abroad, 


and to keep his Subjects in Awe at Home. 


* Surely, 
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Surely, there is a Force and Charm in the 
Derivative Blood of Heroick and VViſe An 
ceſtors, which ſecretly inſpires their OF 
ſpring with Maxims, and Principles, agree= 
able'to the Inclinations, Aims, and Parpoſes 
of the Family from whence they deſcend. 
And where 'tis experienc'd otherwiſe, ir 
may be fuppos'd That change of Climares, 
unhappy Marriages, or ſome -over-ruling 
Misfoitunes'in the VVorld, have cangd rhe 
Degeneracy. For ſo fome Noble Vegetables 
of Aſia, and other Quarters of the Earth, 
lying near the Sun, will not proſper, if orte 
tranſplanted into the Cold and Barren Soils 
of Northern Europe. Thus Poverty, Diſgrace, 
and other abject Circumſtances, chill the 
Greateſt - Spirits, and ſpoil their Growth. 
Yer there is an Inborn Excellency in ſome 
Narures, which with Evenneſs ſupports the 
Stroaks of Fortune, and puſhes through all 
Difficulties ro atrain its End. | 

So this great African King, informing 
himſelf, not only by French Veſſels Trading 
in his Ports, but allo by other Ships of Ch##> 
ſtendom, of the Grandenr of the Frenh 
King, 'his VVealth ' and Puiffance by Sea 
and Land, with the vaſt Intereſt and 'Trat- 
fick he has in both the Idrer, thought 1t 
high time ro ſcek his Friendſhip, whoſe 
Enmiry, would, in a!l Probability, be very 
Fatal 'to him : For the had heard of his Con- 
queſts far and wide. - \'Tis no matter, whe 
ther by Valour, or good Cunduilt, we-mdt 
our Selyes Happy. One is as laudabie as the 

L Other, 
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other, in-the nnequal War weare ecngag'd in 
with Fate, Providence', and. Chance ; with 
Angels, Men, and Devils ; with Heaven, 
Earth, and Hell. 

_ I ſpeak this in reference ro the Celebrated 
'Prowefs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength 
of this Negro King ; who need not yield ro 
the King of Benin, hisnext Neighbour, and 
the moit- Potent of all the Sourth-eſtern, 
- Marxime Princes'of A4frick, nor .to any of 
his 'other Nermghbours befides ; yet could nor 
think himſelf ſafe, or be at reft, till he had 
fent his Embaſly to the King of France , 
offering his Lands, his Heavens, his Seas, and 
whatſoever was withif\ his Juriſdiction, to this 
Great Monarch. 

The Addreſs which his Embafſador made 
to the French King, deſerves Remark. For, 
afrer the uſual Obeyſances at the Foor of 
the Throne, he went up Three Steps, and 
then proſtrating himſelf Three times on 
his Face and Belly ; he clapt his Hands 
in token of Revyerence, and put his Fingers * 
on his Eyes, ro. ſhew that he was nat able to 
behold the Luſtre of ſo much Majeſty. This 
is the French Interpretation of his Carriage: 
Bur 1 tell thee, 'twas rather defign'd as a 
Precedent to rhe French Embaſſadors, if any 
ſhould be ſent ro Guizez, where *tis- the Cu- 
ftom of rhe Country for all Foreign | Mini- 
ers, to obſcrve the ſame'Ceremonics to the 
wg of Arder, andother Princes his Neigh- 
rs... 


Theſe 
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Theſe Europeans, becauſe they firſt found 
out the Art of Navigation ; or ar leaft, firſt 
improv'd it to the Diſcovery of many Re- 
mote Countries, value themſelyes roo high ; 
imagining, Thar all the Nations, formerly 
Unknown, are Fools, and know not rthem- 
felves, and their own Strength. They 
thought 'rwas impoſſible ro find in Africk 
or America, Empires, Kingdoms, and Come- 
monwealth, as ftrong and well Govern'd, 
as thoſe in the Heritage of Faphet : Bur, 
'ris a damn'd Miſtake. For, the moſt High 
is Impartial, in the Diſtribution of his Gifts 
and Favours. Thoſe deſpicable Blzcks,vvhom 
all rhe Princes, and Nobles of Europe and 
Aſia, buy as Slaves, being born of the IVul- 
gar, are, nevertheleſs, come out of Regions, 
where Power, Riches, and Wiſdom, are 
as much in their Jenith, as in theie M/ftern 
Countries. 

"They are all ourwardty Fleth and Blood, 
as we are, notwithſtanding the Contrariety 
of our Colours. And as for their Souls -, 
they are even juſt as Capable of Knowledge 
and Ignorance, Reaſon and Folly, Vice and 
Verrne, Piery and Prophaneſs, Superſtirion 
and Atheiſm, as we are, who pretend ro be 
Lords of rhe World, and al Things. 

May Thou and I, practiſe Moderation, 
and not contemn any of Humane Race , 
though they be the Caphars of M+/umbigue. 
Bur ler us always remember the old Tr {tf 
Proverb, That 'tis not good or ſafe, to point in 

L's Mockery 
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Moeckery behind the Grand Signiors Back: 
Adieu-. 


Paris, '3d. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Near i610. | 


_m_ ————— 


L.ET TER VIII, 


| {0 Mohammed, the 11uftrious Soli- 
| fary of Mount Uriel, 7 Arabia, 


TH E Grand Root of the Common TIn- 
juſtice which Men are guilty of, in re- 
| ference to the Beaſts, and of the Intempe- 
nt rance with which they corrupt themſelves , 
| I perceive, is a falſe Principle which they 
have eſtabliſh'd, denying rhe Capacity and 
Uſe of Reaſon to all Living Creatures bur 
| themſelves. _ 
|: This Error was firſt publickly maintain'd 
by the Peripatetichs, Stcicks, and Epicureans ; 
and afterwards by Claudius of Naples, our 
| of a particular Averſion they had for the 
| Dodtrins of Pythagoras and Empedecles, Two 
famous Patrons of Abſtinence. 

Heraclides Ponticus undertook to explain 
the Sentiments of the former Sed&s ; and 
Hermachus thoſe of the Latter. Bur, both 
of them ſecm ro confide more in the little 
Tricks and Arts of Sophiſtiy, than to uſe 
true Reaſon. For at the firſt Eſſay of their 


460 $kil, they ftrive to caſt a Miſt in the my e-” 
yes 
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Eyes, by dividing the Generations of Living 
Creatures, into ſuch as are endu'd with the Fa* 
culry of 'Reafon,and ſuch as want ir. Whereas, 
thou knoweſt, it is an indubitable Maxim- in- 
the EaFern Philoſophy, That every ' Thing 
which partakes -of Senſe, has alſo: Reaſon. 
For. 'tis rhe Mind alone;which ſees,hears.&9c, 
the Body of it ſelf being deaf, blind, and 
void of all Senſe. Ir is evident theretore. 
that fince'the; Beaſts do ſee, hear, and; per-- 
form all. other Actions of Senſe, they- have 
alſo whar the Greeks call »85-or the. Mind. 
in them, which is the very Seminary, or Na-- 
tive Sear of Reaſon. 

"Tis true, indeed, we cannot affirm, That 
they poſſeſs a Reaſon ſo perfect as ours, ſince 
that Pertection is  acquir'd by Diſcipline, 
which rhe Generality of rhe Brutes- wanr. 
They have no Colleges or Schools, where 
the Arts and. Sciences are - profeſs'd , and 
taught by Rules. Nature is their only 
Schoo-Miſtreſs, and they learn | ker Inſtru-+ 
ctions with: abundance of Promptneſs, and: 
Sagacity.; _ They are Educated in the open: 
Elements, as-in an Academy, or Untveriity 
founded by the-Creator of all Things; where: 
every Thing they encounter, ſerves as a 
Book ro reach them all the Knowledge 
which is necefſary to their Well-being on 
Earth. And they need no more. 

"Tis manifeſt alſo, Thar ſome Species, and 
Individuals, are more! capable. of Learning 
what 1s" taught 'em, than others; ; even. as 
we diſcern the! ſame Difference among -the 

L 3 various,, 
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various Nations, Families, and Perſons of 
Men. But we do not ule to ſay of Inani- 
mate Things, That this piece of Wood is 
more apt to Learn than another, as-a Dog is 
more Tractable and Docile than a Hog : 
Nor of Immoveable "Things, That this is 
flower than that : Nor of Things which 
want Senſe, Thar a Stone is duller of Ap- 
prehenſion than a piece of Iron, So could 
we nor properly affirm of Animals, That 
one is more Crafty and Sagacious than ano- 
ther ; more provident, chaſte, Temperate, 
cteanſy, and the like Epithers ; if rhey were 
not by Nature , capable of Knowledge and 
Vertue. And yet we daily fee all this rrue, 
in comparing one Species of Living Creatures 
with another; nay, and one Ind:vidua/ of 
the ſame Kind, with fome of its | Fel> 
tows. 


When Antipater accus'd Afﬀes, and Hogs 


of Naftmeſs, he did nor confider how accu- 
Mrely Nice and Curious the Lynxes and 


Cagzs are, which, with ſo much Diligence and 
Care, hide rheir Excrements, that they can 
never be ſeen, ' or fmeltagain. So the Swal- 
tows reach their Young ro nwte over 'the 
Brims of the Neft. | All which are Argn- 
ments of their Prudence and Diſcretion. 
Doubtleſs, every Animal has its peculear 
Gifr, and Excellency. One is more quick- 
fighred than another ; This -\ has have 
Ears-than Thar 5 a Third ſurpaſſes in rhe 
goodneſs of his Smell, or the fwiftneſs of 
his Feet, _Ler not vain Man therefore go 
an 
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and Infulr, as if he were the ſole Engrofſer 
of all Wiſdom and Vertue ; fince the: Beaſts 
of the Field, the Birds cf the Air , the Fiſh 
of the Sea, with all the Generations of Rep- 
tiles, Inſects, and whatſoever is, endu'd. with 
Life and Senſe, poſſeis their Shares - as welF 
as he. 

Ir is manifeſt alſo, That there are various 
Principles of Folly, Injuſtice, and all Man- 
ner of Ignorance, Error, and Vice in Hu- 
mane Nature, equal ro what we can. poſfibly 
find in the reſt of Animals, whom we ſo 
much deſpiſe. And 'tis, a Queſtion, Whe- 
ther even the very Sca-Horſe, who murders 
his Father, and for that Reaſon, was by the 
Ancient Egyptians, made the Hieroglyphick of 
Impiery ; may nor juſtly exchange his Cha- 
raſter with Some of Humane Race ,. who 
make their Parents the continual Martyrs ro 
their Ambition, Pride, Envy, Avarice, and 
other Vices. | 

I would fain know, Whether. any Man 
would not take it il1.” ro be told, he is Blind 
and Deaf, becauſe he cannor ſee and hear ſa 
quick as ſome of the Beaſts ? Or, thar he 
s a Cripple, becauſe he cannor -out-run a 
Hart? , 5% rg ſtrong Man deſerves that 


Character, tho' he cannot pretend ro march. 

the Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. 

And ſhall we then ſay, That the Beaſts have 

no Reaſon, or Vertue, becauſe they cannor 

_—_ thoſe Qualities' ſo Artificially as 
co 


L:4. Beſides, 
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Beſides, Do nor all Privations ſuppoſe 
fome Habirs 2 And is not Madneſs a Priva- 
rion of the Habits of Reaſon and Prudence ? 
If therefore Dogs, Bulls. Foxes, and other 
Anitmals''are known to be ſometimes Mad, 
Shall we think ir lefs fir ro ſay of them, Thar 
they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than, 
ro affirm the ſame of Men? And if Compos 
or, Non Compos Mentis are proper Expreſ- 
fions of any Beaſt, when it is Sober, or 
Mad; Who, that is nor depriv'd of 'Rea- 
on 'himfelf, can deny, that they have the 
Poſſeion of thar Faculty by Nature, as: well 
as he? 

As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on 
this Subject, thon may'ſh conclude, I am 
newly awaken'd ro a Senſe of my Error,in 
rorR ol giouſly obſerving the Sacred Inſt ituti- 
in of * Abſtinence ; which ' ought to be the 
Natural Conſequence .of thefe- Thoughts : 
For, in a word, if it be lawful ro kill rhe 
Animals for the ſake of Food, I think we 
may as .well' rurn Canzbals, and ear the 
Flcth.. of our purchas'd Slaves, or of: our 
Caprive Enemies, over whom we have, by 
the: Law. of :Nations, : an” equal Right as 
to ' their Life: and Dearth ,' as over our 
Beaſts. | | 

 Abſtemious Sage, I leave thee ro the Di- 
vine Inſpirations of the Genius, which * pol- 
felſes that Holy Cave : I. leave thee to the 
facred Whiſpers 'of Winds from "Eden, and 
to the Sweers of an innocent Solirude'; 
which 
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which admits no other. Society than that of 
Angels, 'or Beaſts. BW 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Near 1671, 


- LETTERIX. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi; « Merchant 
at Yenice. 


Þ: Receiv'd thy - Diſpatch , which informs- 

me,. that. thou arr ; commanded to” re- 
move from Venice, with all ſpeed, poſſible, 
and.to vilit Naples, Genoua, Rome, Padua, 
Milan, Florence, with the other Chiet. Cities 
of Italy : In fine, that thou art not to make 
a long Reſidence, or take up thy Abode any 
where; bur after the Manner, of a Traveller, 
to be always in a moving Poſture from Place 
to Place, from one Province and Principa- 
tity to another ; that thou may'ſt rake. a juſt 
Eſtimare of the Strength and Riches of 
each State, through which thou ſhalt' paſs 2 g 
Thar thou may'ſ dive into their Counſels, 
obſerve _their Motions, watch their DefFns, 
and tranſmit thy Remarks: ro the Minifers 
of the Auguſt. -Divan, the Myſterious Cabi- 
wet of the Earth's Great Sovereign, 


A Es There 


\ deſcending from ſeveral 
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There may be leſs of Profit in ſuch . a 
Peregrination, for the Preſent, than' in thy 
conſtant Refidence at Venice, where thou 
art eſtabliſh'd.in- a ſerrled way of Merchan- 
dice. Bur, thou wilt find abundance more 
Pleaſure : And if thou acquineſt thy 
ſelf Succeſsfully, the Grand Signior will re- 
ward: thy Merit. Beſides, thou may'ſt meer 
with, a Thouſand Opportunities of Traf- 
fick, even in thy Travels. An Adtive and 
Diligenr Spirit, cannor fail of Means ro ad- 
vance its own Intereſt in any Part of the 
World: ; and thou doſt not want a Stock of 
Mony to fapport thy honeſt Underta- 


Tres 
hou wilt meet with a New Sort of Ita- 
lians, where-ever thou ſhalr ſer thy Foot : 
Thar People being ftrangely mix'd, ahd 
ations. Every 
City has a different Genius ; which is ſo Re- 
markable and Conſpicuous, that they have 
alt: got peculiar Epithets : As Rome the 
Holy, Naples the Gentile, Florence the Fair, 
Bolonia the Fat, Milan the Larpe, Ferrara 
the Ciuil, Bergamo rhe Subtle, Genoua the 
Proud, Padua the Strong, Sterm the Studious, 
Mantua the Glorious, Lucca the Ihnduſttions, 
avenna the Mild,” Capua the Amorow, 
Umnbin the Loyal, Verona the Vorthy, Breſcia 
the Fortified, Furls the Wanton, Rimini the 
Good ; and ſo of the Reft.. 

Beware of contrating Friendſhip with 
any Italian : And if thou dblt engage, be 
aautious how. thow giveſt a juſt Otfence. 

| Thou: 
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Thou can'{t not be too render in this. Point : 
For, as the 1ra/z2ns are very Conſtant where 
they have once pitch't their Aﬀection, ſo 
they are Inexorable in their Revenge, where 
they apprehend their Love abus'd ; and they 
are the moſt Jealous People in the World. 
If thou haft made Two falſe Steps, never - 
ſeek- ro repair thy Fault by After-Submiſ- 
fions, bur Fly ; or thou haſt wounded his 
Soul, and he will never Pardon thee, or ler 
thee live ro. be Guilty of another Afﬀront, 
They have a Common Maxim in this Caſe, 
* He that Wrongs me Twice, 'tis his Fault ; 
*burif T let him Injure me rhe Third Time, 
rhe Blame's-my own. 

The wiſeſt Courſe is to be Civil 'and Mo- 
deftly reſerv'd ; nor to. be too frank and 
open in Diſcourſe, or looſe in Carriage. For 
this lays a Man. naked, and expoles him to 
the Contempr and Cenſure of ſuch as are 
more compos'd and recallected : And this is - 
the peculiar Character of the Tral/ians, That 
* they think more than they ſpeak, and-are 
* many times diſguſted ar the.. Perſon on 
whom they Smile: 

When *thon art on the Roads in. Apulia 
arid Campania, when thou beholdeft rhe 
Beauties of that Luxuriant Soyl,” and thy 
Smell is raviſh'd with the Fragrant Odors - of 
the Hedges, and adjoyning Groves ;.think on 
Elyzigm, ' Paradiſe, or whatſoever Place N2- 


ture has made Delightful ; and fay, It muſt 
be in this Comntry, or-in. ſome Region very: 
like it. | 
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As, thou. ſojourneſt at. Naples, remember 
with. what -. Pleaſure Virgil paſs'd away.his 
Time there. *Twas in. that happy Air, that 
Horace penn'd. his Admirable Poems. _. There 
Livy wrote the Reman Hiſtory, and Sexeca his 
Morals: ' From thence we have the Works 
ef, Statius, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and 
many other Learned W/ters. 

Forget not, when thou art at. Genoua, the 
former Glory of that Commonwealth ; how 
ance ſhe did poſſeſs Sardinia, Cyprus, Lesbos, 
Chzos, and did extend her Conqueſts. to Pera, 
neat. Conſtantinopie : How ſhe -entred the 
Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genoueſe at 
Caffa, and firerch'd her Dominion- to the 
River Tanass. | | 

Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation 
in. Piſa, Milan, Padua, and all | the Cities 
of. Italy. Bur when thou. art at Rome, 
'twould be a kind: of . Sacrilege not to caft 


_ back thy Eyes, and view her Antient Glory, 


when- ſhe was the Miſtreſs of the, World : 
When ſhe had Three Millions-of Meg with=, 
in her-Walls, anda Hundred and fifry Mil- 
lions of Gold in Yearly Reyenue : When the 
keprtin Conſtant Pay, at Home aud Abroad, 
Six hundred, Five and forty thouſand Men. Her 
Foreign , Conqueſts may be numbr'd by her 
Domeſtick Triumphs ; which from Romulus, 
her Founder, ro Auzuſtus Ceſar, were: ng. 
leſs,than Fhree hundred. Fulius Ceſar, auge, 
mented- the- Publick, Treaſury, -with Forty, 
M1llions of Gold. * In the Reign. of ,Aure!;-. 
anus this'Ciry was Fifty Miles in Comaſs, 
| and 


3 Ho YRS 
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and the Number of her Inhabitants,. encreas'd 
ro. Four -Millions : - And they were prodi- 
giouſly enrich'd with: the Spoils of their Ene- 
mies. Seneca when hedied, left Seyen Mil- 
lions, and Five hundred thouſand Crowns 
behind him. Claudius I/idorus, tho' much 
exhauſted by the Civil Wars, yer left Four 
thouſand One hundred and ſeventeen Slaves, 
Three thouſand and fixty. Yoak of Oxens 
and, of other Cattel, Two hundred and fifty 
ſeven thouſand. There were commonly kept 
in Rome, Five hundred Gladiators, a Thou- 
ſand Bears, and a Hundred Lyons. There 
were always Five hundred Men employ'd in 
looking after the Aquedu#ts,and Bathes of Rome. 
VVhen Cynias, the Embaſſador of Pyrrbus 
had view'd the Ciry round, and was ask'd 
what he thought of Reme ; He anſwer, 1 
think all Rome is but One Temple ; ( for there 
were aboye Four hundred in the Ciry ) Her 
Senate is an Aſſembly of Kings; She is the 
Beauty of the whole Earth : The Flower of 
Mankind dwell within her Walls. - 
 Feidi, this was the State, this;the Grandepr 
and Magnificencg of Pagan Rome. But fince 
the Incurſions of the Goths and Vandals, the 
Lombards, Huns, and other Barbarous Nations 


of the North, Rome's Glory is Eclips'd,herHo- 


nour laid 1th' Duſt. VVhereas before, ſhe 


lifted up her ſtately Creſt on Seven High 
Hills, now ſhe is fain to ſtoop, being hum- 
bly ſeared in the Plain of Campus Martyrs, 
being: notby a Fifth Parr ſo large as former- 
ly, nor yet ſo populous, 

All 
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All over Ital, thou 'lr meer with Reliques. 
of the Antient Reman Majeſty and Greatneſs. 
And in ſome Places, thou may'ft encounter 
Perſons of great Extraction, but very Poor, 
who may not unfitly be call'd the Ruines of 
Antient Nebility : Such as the Marquifles of 
Ceva, the Earls of Piacenza, and the Knights 

f Bologna, who ate become the Proverk of 

uſtrious Poverty. Such alſo are rhe Counts 
of Lufigniant, Three of wham were once 
ſeen upon a Fig-Tree,- eating the Figs to 
keep 'em from Starving. And many Italian 
Lords get their Livelihoods by ſelling of 
Ptiſans, Timonades, Eſſences, Powders, and 
other Refreſhments, tro the Gentry. Yer they 
are Proud, and when any one Addrefies ro 
them, he muſt entitle them, Moſ# Excellent, 
Moſt Illuftrious, or elſe they'll Frown and þe- 
Aﬀeronted, ky 

Feids, If ever jt be thy Fortune to be 
made a Lord, I S Heaven give thee an 
Eftate anſwerable to the Title : For a Lord 
withour Riches, is like a Soldier without 
Arms, very Ridiculous. 


Paris, 1 5th of the 4th. Mzon, 
ef the Tear, 1671. 


LETTER 


Yol. VII. « Spy at PARIS, 221 


'L 8.4. 14.8.K: © 
To Dgnet Opglou. 


TJ Hs Day , ſomething has happen'd to 

me very Prodigious, and I know nor 
what ro make of it. About the Hour of 
Quindinamaſi, 1 was ſuddenly taken with 
ſtrange Firs of Vomiting : .My Stomach was 
in a Progye or rather a Philoſophical Hu- 
mour ; reſolving to caſt off all Superflniries, 
- and only retain what was neceſſary ro its 
Eaſe and Welfare in this Life. I labonr'd 
under a Thouſand Horrid Agonies, which 
made me fear, that either an. Impoſthume was 
the Cauſe of ſach violent Convulfions ; or 
at leaſt, that they would end in opening the 
inward Sluces of my Blood, by too much 
forcing of the Peforal Veins. 

Whilſt. I. was. bufied thus with fad Fre- 
ſages of | a, ſudden Death;.. ( for. I dread 
ro be fo unawares. thruſt out o'th' World ) 
T long'd and paſſionately languiſh'd for an 
Arabian Orange. 

It happen'd at the ſame Time, my Mo- 
ther Oucoumiche, Daria and Eliachim the 
Fem,. were with me in- my Chamber, and 
bad been there an Hour: . 'They all ſtood 
at the Window to. ſee-a Proceſſion that was 
going by. . Bur when they heard the i{train-. 
ing Noiſe I made, immediately they ran ro 
my 
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my Bed-fide, as Human Ngture, Curioſity, 
or Paſſion, uſes ro prompr in ſuch like Caſes, 

VVith a faint broken VoiceI-told 'em what 
I wiſh'd for. Eltachim forthwirh gives Or- 
der ro his Boy that waited in an Anti-Cham- 
ber, to run with ſpeed, and buy the beſt Ara- 
bian Oranges he could find. 

The arch Young Lad was gone. full Thir- 
reen Mipures. by *'my VVarch, and then re- 
ruin'd with Halfa Dozen Oranges of Spazn, 
{ for he could get” no other, ) ' But Heaven, 
as T have Reaſor'tothink, . ſupply'd his Neg- 
tigence, and unſucceſsful *Mercating. For 
long before he came with that /awre crabbed 


Fruit, ' Daria ſpy'd an Orange of Arabia on 


= ty %: | 
' No body knew from. whence it came, or 
what kind Hand ' had 1aid it” there. They 
were all equal VVitneflſes, Thar''thete was 
noſuch Thing upon” the Table, when * they 
came to the Red-fide, nor a confiderable Time 
afrerward : And when it was ſuggeſted, 'thar 
ſome one of the-* Company had Privately 
convey'd it thither, whilſt rhe teſt wete look. 
ing' another way ; Eliachim with "ſolemn 
Vows and- Imprecations clear'd himſelf ; fo 
did-' Daria, and my "Mother. As for "my 
ſelf, they all were ſenſible, ir was impoſſible 
for me to do it, as I lay in my Bed. A Ge- 
neral Aftoniſhmenr poſſeſs d ys all*; and' the 
VVomen would needs have it to. be a Mira 
cle, whilſt T greediFy ear. the Delicions Frutt, 
not troubling my Thoughts with” making 
endleſs Strutinies, or ſo much as caring which 
n : | '" way 


1 
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way it came there, ſo long as I had the En- 
joyment of ir. 

Yer I ceas'd to be thus Indifferent, when 
I perceiv'd my Malady on a ſudden remov'd 
by - eating of this wondrous Orange. And 
whereas I had lain for Six whole Days and 
Nights in a continual faint .and languiſhing 
Condition, not'able to ger down a Morlſel of 
Bread, now my Spirits grew brisk and freſh ; 
I ſeem'd like one rransform'd, or in another 


World. My Stomach revivd, my almoſt 


diſſipated Vigor rally'd, andT roſe chearfulty 
to- eat a hearty Supper. Theſe Things, I 
mult confeſs, ' put me, as well as the reſt of 
the Company, upon thinking. 

I tell thee, upon the {trifteſt Examina= 
tion poſſible, T'am very well fatisfed, that. 
there con'd be no | Deſign, or Trick, 1th” 
Caſe : For if there were, - no body wonld be 
guilty of ſo many repeated horrid Perjuries 
it denying it : Bur every one rather . would 
have been forward to own themſelves the 
Inſtruments of thus happily and unexpedted- 
ly reſcuing a poor ſick Man , from: the-very 
Jaws of Death : For I was juſt then ready to 
expire. | | 
Whether there be. Mag:ch in the. ſtrength 
of a Man's Fancy at ſuch Times ; and thar 
through the Intenſe Agitation' of his exal- 
red Spirits, he moves | the Sou! of the Uni- 
verſe by Sympathy to exert fome: of its hid- 
den ''and uncommon Faculties, and gratifie 
his neceſſary -Defires : Or whether there be 
an Order of Officions Beings Inviſible about 


us, 


=Y 
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' us; who have the Charge of Mortals com- 


mitred to them, and are bound by the Laws 

of their conceal'd Kingdom, ro afliſt us in 
Extremities, even to the Height of a ſeem- 
ing Mzracle, where it cannot be done with- 
out, I know . not. Bur'tis certain, any ob- 
ſerving Man may take notice of ſome extra- 
ordinary Paſſages in the Courſe of his Life, 

of which he can give no Rational Account, 
but muſt be forc'd to pur 'em on the Score 
of Praternatural Cauſes. Such is our 
Ignorance of the Secret Operations of Na- 
FUYEC. 

All the Company were ready to liſt me 
among the Prophets ; or in the Catalogue of 
Saints, for this ſtupendous Occurrence. Bur 
I had other Thonghts of my Self : Four com- 
paring: this with fome former Occurrences 
of my Life, I preſently concluded, 'rwas rhe 
Fore-runner of ſome grand, but ſhort AMi- 
ation : And foT rold them All. 

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge 
me 1n with diverſe Kinds of Adverſe Circum- 
ſtances : He'll raſh upon me. on a ſuddain, 
like a Troop of Tartar Horfe, who ſwiftly 
ſpread themſelves all round the affrighted 

ountry, and take Poſfeflion of the Roads 
and Paſſes. They hunt the Conſcious Infi- 
dels from Dens and Caves, and other lur- 
king Places in the Moods and Mountains. 
None can eſcape their Chaſtiſement and Re- 
venge : Sa my prefaging Soul foretells ſome 
fad” furprizing Inrodes from the Omnipe- 


tent 
That 
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That which Thaveto do in this Caſe, is 
ro make ſpeedy Expiations for my paſt Se- 
curity and Prefumprion, to repair the ru- 
ind Faſtneſſes of Vertue, and build new 
Ones where they are wanting ; to keep 
ſtrong Guards , and laſtly, to retire my ſelf 
into a maſt profound Humility, and Com- 
plyance with the Will of God ; which is the 
ſtrongeſt Fortreſs, -in time of a Divine In- 
vaſion. 


Paris, 23d. of the 6th, Mon, 
of the Tear 1671, 
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LETTER XL 


To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni Ef. 
fendi, Preacher 70 the Sultan, 


T HE Character and Fame of thy Exem- 

plary Life, and profound Doctrin , 
tho' ftudiouſly conceal'd - and .ſupprels'd by 
thy ſclf, have yer made a forcible Eruption, 
and fill'd the Muſſulman Kingdoms with the 
fragrant Odour of thy Incomparable Piety, 
and Vertue. Even theſe Remote and Inj- 
del Regions of rhe WeF, are edify'd by thy 
ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a Spirirual 
Life. The Nazarene Prieſts and Doors, 
begin ro harbour Emulations of thy San! 
fince they have ſeen no fairer Draught 
rrue Acceptable Religion, than whar the Chap- 
lains to the French Embaſſadors at the Port, 
have copied from thy Principles, and re- 
commended to their Friends among the 
Clergy of France, Inſomuch as Francis Ma- 
levella, a Blind Eccleſiaſtich, but an Argus 
in the Sciences, has publickly eſpous'd thy 
Theorems and practices ; having in Print, 
now lately, undertaken the Patronage of a 
Contemplarive Life, ſo much inſiſted on by 
thee ; to which the College of Sorbonne have 
alſo given their Approbation. 


That 


AS__ . —_ 
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Thar Excellent Man, tho' he has loſt the 
Uſe of his Corporeal © Eyes, yet has a Soul 
transform'd all over into Light, by which+ he 
clearly can ſurvey the vaſt Myſterious Ho#i- 
zon of the "Inviſible Warld, -and penetrate 
the moſt recluſe and hidden Secrets of Eter- 
nity. The Age 1s raviſh'd with the Beck he 
publiſh'd : He has Ten thouſand Proſelyres 
among the Roman Prieſts and Derviches, 
None but the Feſuirs and Dominicans oppoſe 
him. | 
The former of theſe Orders is grown 
; odious throughout Chriſtendom, for the Im- 
pious Dorins they maintain, and the Enor- 
mous Crimes they have committed : being 
, notorious Bourefeu's, Traytors, Hypocrites, 
1 and Secrer Libertines. Their Cot{eges are 
eſteem'd, the Shops and Forges of Sedition, 
Fa&tion, Publick Animoſities, -Broils, and 
Wars, with all the Miſchief that is done in 
Europe. The Latter are nor lov'd in France, 
becauſe rhey are generally choſen Officers of 
the Ingnz/ition : Which inhumane Fudricature, 
was firſt projected by Sr. Dominick, -.their 
Founder, in order ro exterminate the Moors 
from Spain. There is a Natural and Irrecon- 
cilable Antiparhy between the - French and 
Spaniards. 'They mutually abhorr each others 
Cuſtoms, Laws. and Humours : Bur, above 
all, the French can ne'er be reconcil'd ro thar 
Infernal! Court, which - ryrannizes' o'er the 
Souls of Men. and puniſhes them for Thoughts. 
It is an equal Crime'to ſpeak, or to be filent ; 
to pray, or -not'z -ro'-g0'to'Church, or ſtay at 

Home, 
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Home, provided you are Rich. "Tis Wealth 
the | 1nquzſitors aim ar, not the pretended 
Safery and Deliverance of the Church from 
Enemies and Rebels. 

Therefore the Dominicans and Feſuits be- 
ing look'd upon as Favourers and. Patrons of 
the Inquiſition, and for that Reaſon hated 
by the French ; in vain they argu'd againſt 
Malevella's New reform'd Model of Interi- 
our Religion, which is but a Tranſlation of 
the Original Dogmata, laid down by thee. 
Thy refin'd Sentumentrs are Prolifick, as the 
Solar Beams, which by Ineffabte Encreaſfes, 
propagate themſelves withour diminiſhing 
the Illuſtrious Fountain. Each bright and 
fertile Arom, by a miraculous Emanarion, 
begets another ; they multiply by an Admi. 
rable Progreffive Iflue and * Expanſion from 
every Point of the Refulgent Center, till 
every ſplendid Particle becomes a Ray of 
equal Length, and all rogether produce an 
entire Orb of Light. Thus thy ſerene Idea'; 
of Religion, dilate themſelves through 'rhis 
dark Side oth' World, as faſt as they Illy- 
minate 'the , Meſehnan Hemiſphere. The 
Honefter Sort of Feſtern Franks, ate already, 
by a Demi-Metams; phofos, grown half Mi 
hometans, capirulating with thir Pre-pofle 
frons, Prejudrees, and the Force of Educs 
tion, for the re$. 

They go to C/urch, but nor ro babbk 
ocr a Thouſand 'vain Tawtolopies, which att 
taught 'em by their Prieſts, and ro enfur 
their Mercery, arc printed 4n- their Packs 
Manual 
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Marmals, or Books of Prayer : Nor do they 
number along Serzes of the ſame repeated 
'Oraiſons on Beads, 'or uſe any other Exre« 
riour Form of btind and lame Devorion : 
Burt with inward Recolle&tion, Silence, Pu- 
riry, and fervent Application of the Spirir, 
they addreſs thetn(elves ro God; or rather 
by a certain gradual Pafſiycneſs, Oblivion of 
Outward Things, and dying ro themſelves, 
they prepare and fir their Souls for the Dit- 
vine Approaches : Thus having barricado'd 
up their Senſes, and made Retrenchments 
round the Center of the Mind, to fecure it 


from the laſt Invaſion, and Afﬀaulr of Mun- 


dane Objects ; thither they retire, deliring 
Death, rather than ro take Quarter by a faint 
Cowardiſe, or timorons Apoſtacy, and fur- 
render to the World. 

Thefe People undergoe ar certain Times, 
ftrange Dryneſſes, Deſerrions, and Steriliries 
of Spirit, which are the Torments that com- 
poſe the moit ſevere and painful Marryr- 
doms. A common Death, or any violent Difſ- 
ſolution of the Body, is bur the , Recreation, 
Sport, or Play of Nature, when compard 
with theſe Tremendous, Tragical and Dark 
Annihilations of the S-u/. A Man at ſuch a 
Seaſon, ſeems to be reduc'd ro an Erernal 
Cataſtrophe, His Spirit deſcends, and is en=- 
gulph'd in the abyk, of Hel! ; or Hell com® 
up to him, and yawnirg with its horrid 
Dragons-Jaws, Murders rhe Soul with Bane= 


ful and Itrfernal Breath. VY<crt this they find 


to be the only near -direteſt Way ro 
Heaven, 


- 
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Heaven, This is the Myſtick Fence, the 
Ditch, Baſtion, and Counterſcarp of Para- 
diſe. He that would ſcale the Walls or 
enter by the Gates of Eden, mult firſt paſs 
through theſe terrible Out-works. This is 
the ſtreight and narrow Bridge o'er which 
each Soul mait paſs, that would attain Im- 
mortal Life. Moſes, Feſus, Mahomet, and 
all the Meſſengers of God, have pointed at 
this as the only Way to our ſupreme Feli- 
City. . Neither was it unknown to the Anct- 
ent Poets and Philoſophers, among the Gen- 
tiles. Orpheus, and Heſiod, recommended 
ir in their Myſterious Verſe. Empedodcles 
Theopharaſtus, Plato, Plotinas, Porphyry, 
Famblichw, with many others, improv'd the 
Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights unto 
the Bleſt Diſcovery : And if we take the 
Hiftory in a right Seaſe, unleſs I am de- 
ceiv'd, Socrates died a Martyr to this Im- 
portant Truth. Many of the Learned He- 
brew Rabb:i's have aſſerted ir. The Perſian 
and Arabian Dofors, before and ſince the 
Holy Flight, have been irs Advocates : And 
ler not Envy refuſe ro give ſome of - the 
Chriſtian Pricſts their due Acknowledgmentr, 
who preach'd this Doctrin, in the Primitive 
Aſſemblies, taught ir in he Publick Schools, 
and enſur'd it ro Poſterity in Learned Manu» 
Fripts. Such were Origen and Ammonius 
Clemens of Alexandria, Simplicins, Chry- 
foſtom, Tertullian, Aguſtine : and in more, 
modern Times, Thomas of Aquin, Marſi- 
laus Ficinus, Bonadventure, with many others: 


And 
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And 'ris efteem'd the Height of Indian Re- 
ligion to this Day ; the Bramins delivering it 
as an Hereditary Article of Faith, and Point 
of Practice, from Immemorable Ages. Since 
therefore all Religions in the World agree in 
this, notwithſtanding their other Ceremonial 
and OI Differences ; Doubtleſs ir is 
the Voice and Will of God, not the Contri- 
vance or Innovation of Man. 

Reverend Effends, It is a common Proverb 
among the Chriſtians, That whereſoever God 
has a Temple, the Devil has a Chappel. Thar 
cunning $pzrzt, like a Serpent, winds himſelf 
into outward Forms and Ceremonies of De- 
yotion, Bur he that builds a Moſque in the 
Cenrer of his Soul, may bid Defiance to Ta- 
got: For thar's the Throne of God, near 
which the D.emon cannot approach. 

May thou and J, live always skreen'd be- 
hind our Selves ; for in that Dark Receſs 
from Vitible Things, the Eternal loves to ma- 
nifeſt his otherwiſe Inviſible Light. Adieu, 


Paris, the 17th. of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1670, 


242 Letters Wrichh VoLVIL 


LETTER XII. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician 10" the 
Grand Signtor. 


Frer all my Scepricifms, I at this Hour 
> > believe, there is Something of us re- 
mains Immortal, and Incorruptible, when our 
Grofſer Bodies are diffolyd. Call it what 
you will ; an Aſtral Body, a Ghoſt, a Sperit, 
or any thing elſe, Tam ſenfble tome Parr of 
us will xever die, What ſignifies the Vain 
Diſpure of Words, the Dark Relolves of 
Plato's Cave ? Let it be Subſtance or Acct 
dent, Matter -or Form, or a Reſulr of. all; 
There is ſtill a certain Portion of our Na- 
ture, againſt which the Stroak of Death, and 
of Ten Hundred Thouſand Deaths, can ne- 
ver prevail. We-may be' Chany'd, indeed ; 
and Maſquerade it up and down, perhaps 
threugh finite A/orlds, in fo many different 
Diſguiles : But we can never be Annibilated, 
or made Nothing. We cannot be excluded 
from the Eternal Lift of Atcmes, The 
Loſs or Abſence of the leaſt Particle from 
the Univerſe, wou'd either cauſe the Loud- 
eſt Never-erding Thunders and Lightnings, 
or an Everlaſting Silence, Sullennefs, and 
Darkneſs. This mighty Aggregate, and 
Stupendous Heap of Beings wou'd fall to 
Ruin, if there were the leaſt I/acuwm, or 

| rhe 
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the fmalleſt Mite ning." Steat wht the 
moſt Indiv:/ible Atom from the relt, and down 
comes al the Fabrick; For one Tapports 4no- 
ther 'by ' an ' Hſeparable 'Adhefron, Reciprocal 
Cope my,and Mathematica! Firnels. 

are 10” Contiingly hicch'd and knit roger 

fo cloſety. falten'd and indermed each ' with 
6ther, by the Original Art, or Chinee which 
form'd the World, that all the Morions' of 
this Grand Machine would at an inttant ſtop, 
in fach a Caſe; 'as does a Warch, when 
the leaſt Tooth ' is miffiong from any one 
of the chntiguons Wheels. Every Thing 
in Nature, is full and pregnant. Neither 
can there be any other” Emptineſs, ſave what 
we think we ſee in Bortles, 'or other Hol: 
low Veſſels, which when they are void of 
Water, Wine, or other Liquors, it is bur to 
be cramm'd brim-fall of Arr, which Element 
infinnates and crowds 'it (elf mro each Di- 
minuriye Crany, Chink, and Pore of groſ- 
fer Subſtances : So if the Airy Atomes have 
any Hoi logmnefſes in them, the ſmalte(t Vacarn- 
cy poffible is {till fupply'd with its full Mea- 
fure of the purer ber, and that again, 
with ſome Matter more refin'd, if any tuck 
there be, or elfe it drinks full Draughcs of 
Immaterial Effences : And by tuch a Subordi- 
wor Crafton, "Humane Souls, though in 
them(alves, perhaps: pare Inco al Spirits, 
are 'yet faſten ="; ? rake © Sar Botlies, 
Thus is one Berg fucceffively, and Erernal- 


ly, either a Syringe, or a'Sponge to another, 
The Elements inebriate one on. wh Turns; 
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-» Univerſal Epicur;/m .and Drunkenneſs 
£1808, $1054 SEMIS JHA 
Soche-Hor Stomach of the Earth, parch'd 
with Inward. Mineral Fires, greedily guzzles 
down the very ſalt unpalatable Lees of the 
Sea, rather than he nds :; With a Thouſand 

Ps by 

Soy 421. 


Thouſand gaping Throars,. it; gulps 
Beverage which Neptune's Deep Ms gh 
Cellar runs withal. . Ir pants, and; {ud 
eternally, the thick ropy - Sertlements. of 
the Ocean's Bottom. Theſe are diſtilld again 
in hidden Limbecks, Cylingers, ; and . ether 
Chymical Veſlels below, that, ſo the gaping 
Channels on the on ht may be conſtanj- 
ly ſupply'd, with . more refined Liquor, 
through the Springs.and Fountains : And yet 
theGlobe not having quench'd irs Thirſt with 
this perpetual 76-414 continually ſups up 
the Rain, a Liquor more. ſublime and pure 
than all the reſt. Burt this is only on cer- 
rain Holy-day: of Fate, when the Celeſtial 
Powers, the Planets, Stars, and Conſtellations, 
order a Dunalma, for.,the Vegetable Race 
Below, to refreſh the Herbs, the Corn, and 
Trees, with Banquers from the Clouds. Then 
the Big-belly'd Tuns aboye are rowl'd out of 
their hidden Store-houſes, and . broach'd ; 
the Conduits of the Upper, Region {pour and 
run with plenriful Showers and Ca 


| WEIS Ar, araFt of 
Nature's» Seminal Juice,,..che Radigal, All- 
chearing Near of Heaven. ; -The- proedy 
Soil imbibes the ſacred {ftrong Caſcade z ea 
joyful Turf is frolickſome, , and. {wallows B ? 
domn large Bumpers of." the .Elepubnen : 
| Ine, 
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Wine.” Whilft rhe'leaft dry and' crumbling 
Luns of the'late fithring Glebe, has Drops 
and Supernaculum's enough to revel on ; tilt 
wi Acne Irs, the Major-Domo in theſe 

early” Feſtrvalt, petceiving the render Seeds 
and Roos are well nigh fudd!'d with whar 
at Second Harid'they' have exhautted from 
the over-faden Ground;makes her Appearance 
in the Clouds, inviring all the Gueſts ro a 
fplendid Collation of warm Beams and Rays, 
with which-the Sun is minded to regale 
them. © © M1 

A 'prateful, ſoft and:chearful Noiſe- was 
beard throughour' the' 'Room before, The 
Earth /and - 457" were in a merry” Humour. 
Well pleasd'with the-Debauch, they woutd 
haye- far-'till Morning at ir; being loth' ro 
teave their Liquor behind 'em, - or change it 
for dry Meat; Burt at the-fight of Ir, eve- 
ry. one chang'd Countenance ; an univerſal 
Murmur ran throughout the - Hall ; they 
were ſorry thus to be baulk'd i'the midft of 
all their: Mirth. Tilt .courtly :Jephyrs: come 
with their ' ſoft: Compliments, and tell em, 
Ir: is : neceſſary for rheir' Eaſe and Health: 
Then” are the Tuns, and : Bottles remov'd, 
with all the drunken Tackle. "The Table 
ſoon-'is ſpread; and cover'd with a Rich 
Courſe ' of glittering Chargers, ſent from: 
Plebrery ic 1, 

Thar! Sponging Planet only lives by Bante- 
71mg and Heedles, The Illuſtrious Figure 


he makes i'th' World, is always borrow'd, 


He never wore a Faſhionable Dreſs in's Lite, 
M 3 but 
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but what. he took up, by Ts/y fron the Firſt 
Sawice of Lights : For which the's bound tg 
pay ſo vatt; an Iprereſt, that he would. necel- 
tarity become a Bankrupt, did the not repais 
his broken Fortune, by plying Ericks. upon 
the Earth, Thus whilit he, mocks 4bis Sub 
lkmaryi World, with; tys prezended Treats, 
he. makes it phy for-9ll, with cally. Bxbs 
latione. He planders. the, Elements, picks 
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Trea 
{uries of the Sea: Nor can be forbeas filch- 
ing - ſomething from the Air ; and when 
be -has ſiollen. enough, he links away !th' 
Datk, and flies tothe other fide of zhe Glebe; 
there-to' commence New- Shams and Chear 
upon the Antipodes. And all che while, zb# 
Stars are fult as bad- as he: For,- like, a 
Brave High-way-man ; that 1ubninaty oe» 
quents the Publck. Road of Hegven by Day ; 
he robs in open fighr of all the World, and 
teaves a: generdus 1/3aticum; where-ever he 
borrows any Thing: Bur: the | Srers, thoſe 
lirtle Brlzes of the: Shy; are perſeft- Night- 
Pads, Shop-lifts, ' and. . Sherpers ; they Skulk 
abont 1'th* Dark, through alt: the private 
Alleys of the Firmament ,. and commit'4 
Thoutand ' Murders, Rapes, and orher Vie 
lences. Some of their Alpects are as veno- 
mous as the. Fatal Eyes: of: Baſi/zzks 5 rbey 
carry divers Kinds of Morral Poyſons in their 
Looks, which . chey ditperſe::at .Randogn in 
this Jower HForld. They itrew the Earth with 
Hemlecks,' Acenites, and gthet baneful Weeds. 
They allo carter up and down, the more 

con- 
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contagious Seeds of Envy, Avarice, and a 
Thonfand black Infernal Vices, which rake 
Root in Humane Sor!s, ar qur Nativities ; 
and growing up with us, in time bring 
forth the fatal Fruits of Death. The ugly 
Race of Dragons, Serpents, Crocodiles, and all 
the ry Generations, with every Thing 
that's Hideous, Cruel, and Deſtructive on 
the Globe, derive their Natures, Quatiries, 
Forms, and Diſpoſitions from ſome Malignant 
Stars or Conſtellations, if Aſtroligers ſay true, 
So do the Scaly Monſters of the Vaſt Abyſs ; 


. and every Bird of Horrible Figure flying it; 


the Air. They're all the Brood, the Emii- 
faries, Spies, and Agents of the Powers Above, 
ſent down on 'Thieviſh Errands, to prey on 
other Animals, more innocent than rthem- 
ſelves, 

There ts an Eternal Chaſe in Nature, whilſt 
every thing 1s either on the Hunt or Flighr, 
Thus Heaven purloins from Earth, and thar 
from Heaven again, When we are firſt con- 
ceiv'd, our wandring Souls are carch'd,. as in 
a well-baited "Trap. And when we dye, 
tis bur the Sos Elcape from One Snare to. 
be ſoon trapann'd into Another, Perhaps a 
Humane Body may be our Priſon -again, or 
we may be attracted by ſome more agree. 
able Embrio. This Magnetich, Star may 
draw us up to Heaven, or the wide Faws of 
all-devouring Orcus may ſwallow. us down 
into the Hungry Paunch of. Hell ; Which God 
avert. 


M. 4. L.carned 
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Learned Hal;, let not thou and I be too 
| follicitous.. abour theſe Things : For all our 
F Timorous Forecaſts are in vain. But, con- 
{4 fdering the ſecret Magnet:/ms diſpers'd 
| throughout the Univerſe, and that every 
Thing artrracts its Like , let us take care to 
ualite our ſelves with Celeſtial Habits and 
DiſpoGitions ; and then we cannot fail of be: 
ing drawn up to Paradiſe, 


Paris, 2d. of the 9th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1671, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the Mufti. 


IN. Obedience. to thy Contilinle I ſhall 

now proceed, 'in rejating the moſt Memo- 
rable TranſaCtions of Former 4ges, during the 
Four Great Monarchies 5 obſerving thy Inftrw-- 
tions, not to be' prolix, or over-curious in 
Tracing down the. Particular ycogſſons of 
Kings and'Pringeg ; bur rather, 'to relate the 
Affrons.of Fabnon; Mien, the Wiſe Sayings of the 
Ancients, with ſuch other Remarks, as may 
be ar once Delightful and Inſtructive. 

"Twill be no Breach of this Rule, ro. be- 
gin where 'T lefr off in; my Former Lerter,. 
with the' Death "of Darits,” and Sucteſſion 6f 
Xerxes, his Youtiger Son ;_ there being ſome- 
chirig of Nicety ir the Plea bereer' him and 
his Elder Brother Arrabazanes for the Crown : 
For. this laid Claim to ir 'on the Account of 
his Primogeniture : Butin regard he was born 
before' Darivis was made King, the Succeſſion 
was derermin'd- in Favour of Ke, wo 
had 4'Double Advanta in being beg by 
a Cw King, a | born” of aboſs, the 
oo of- (Sets. who; ficit Eftabliſh'd this 

archy, . 

AS bon as Xerxes was ſetled inthe Throne, 

he led an Army oro Egypt, and” ſuppreſſed 
the Inſurrections in that Country, Then 
M 5 he 
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he fitred cut a Fleer of 4200 Ships, on Board 
of which were above Five Hundred Thou- 
{and Men. He had a Land Army aHffo confilt- 
ing of Two Millions, and Five Hundred 


Thouſand Sotdiers of ſeveral Nations. With 


this vaſt Mulricude- he march'd againſt the 
Grecians; and to facilitate the Voyage of his 
Fleer, -he cauſed one Part of his Army 0 dig 
a Pailage through Maunt thor, whereby the 
Sea Was fer in, and the Ships might Sail 
Two a-breaſt ; whilt another; part of the 
Soldiers, were ewploy'd in building a Bridge 
of Boats over the He efpont; No Bonkr Was 


this done. but there aroſe a vehement Tem 
peſt ; which fo diſcompaſed .thate Narrow 
Seas, that between the Winds and Waves, 
the Boars which, made this,Bridge, were all 
pert broken, and caſt away. 


is © jncens'd Xerxes, thay he commane- 
ded the Sea to be ſcayg'd with Whips, and 
a Chatn to he _thrown.anzo..it,, as a Mark of 
ns furvre Syubjection. He: allo Behcaded 
thoſe who builr the Bridge, and cauſed others 
tw make a new QOne.. " 

Here one of Xerxes's Eunuchs, and a Par- 
ricular Favaurite of, the King, ſent for a Gras 
cian of the I/le of Chies,. who bad formerly 
depriy.d_him-of the Evidengey of bis Virikry. 
And me, Old Man: coming wuh ;his Sons to 
wait on this great Courier, the Euxuch causd 
him firſt ro Caſtrate his-own Sons, and after» 
wards forced them 10 datlic ſame by their Fa- 
ther, in revepge of his own I.ols and Difgrace, 

From 


—_ 


fi 


ard 
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From Hence XYorxes marchirg with his Ar. 
my by rhe Place where once flood the Fa- 
mous Town of Troy, went in Pilyrimage 10 
the Tomb of King Priamus, where he tacri- 
fic'd Ten Hecatombs of Oxen ro the Gheſts of 
the Ancient Heroes, and to the. D:vinity of rhe 
River Scamander, which his Soldiers drank: 
dry, and'yet half of them -had-nor quenck'd 
therr 'T hirſt. | 

After rhiis, he came ro the Helle/pont, where 
taking a Survey of all his Eand and Sea- 
Forces, which cover'd the Hetteſporit, and all 
rhe Neighbouring, Shores ; and Contempla- 
ting the Shortneſs of Man's Life, and that of 
fo Innumerable a Mulrirude, not one ſhould 
be alive at an Hundred Years End, he weps 
birterly. 

Then having facrific'd to rhe Smn, for the 
good Succefs of his Expedition, he cau#'d 
all his Army to pals over the Helleſpont by 
his Bridge of Boats ; after which, they drunk 
their 'Way through another: River , which 
had not Warcr enough ro fausfie half his Men 
and Cattle :- For his Army increas'd all the 
Way, . by rhe Accefiion of Soldiers our af 
cvery Nation through which he paſs'd. Yer 
Leonidas, King of Sparta, with a {mall Bo- 
dy of 4000 Lacedemonians, gave Battle to 
the whole Army of Xerxes. And in a Sea- 
Fight: at Salamis, the Perſians loſt 500 Ships, 
with a Confiderable Parr of their Army ; 
which, with other Difafters, or Sickneſs, Fa- 


mine, &c, {o terrified this Great Monarch, 
that 
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that he poſted back again, as faſt as he could, 
by the Way of rhe Hele/pont, which he crol. 
ſed in a poor Fiſher-Boat all alone, leaving 
Mardonius to purſue the Wars in Greece. But 
an ill Fare attended their Arms ; for at Plates 
the Grecians ſet upon them under Payſania 
their General, and courted rhe whole \ 
Killing above Two Hundred Thouſand of 
zhem upon the Spor, and Burning their Camp 
and 'Navy. | 

Xerxes hearing theſe ill Tydings, fled ro- 
wards his own Hs, and by the Way 
ſer Fire ro the Temples of the Gods at Ba- 
bylon, and other Parts of Afia, ſparing none 
bur - that Magnificent Fane at Epheſus , - 
which was renowned throughout the - whole 
World, 

Abour this Time died Papapates, the faith- 
ful Eunuch of Darius, who had paſſed Seven 
whole Years Mourning at the Tomb of his 
Maſter, 

I muſt nor. omit the Treachery of Pauſa- 
nias, the Lacedemonian General, who held a 
Private Correſpondence with Xerxes... And 
having been Twice accuſed of Treafon, and 
as often acquirtred, was the Third time dil- 
covered by a Boy whom he kept as his Mi- 
nion ; and , by rhe Sentence of the Epbori, 
was (tarved ro Death. | 

Thou haft forbidden me to augment the 
Bulk of theſe Hiftorical Letrers, with Glob 
ſes, or Remarks of my own, or elſe ir were 
a proper Occaſion ro pur thy Holineſs "x 

Mind, 
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Mind, how great a Value ought to be ſet on 
a Faithful Man, and ler Nature it ſelf plead 
Excuſe for entrenching on thy Orders ; 
whilſt I vindicare my ſelf from the Calum» 
nies of the Envious, and beg of thee to reft 
affured, Thar no Man on Earth can be truer 
ro his Truſt, than the Arabian Slave Mah- 
mut. 
Bur to return to Xerxes, He was Unfaith- 
fully dealr with by the Captain of his Guard ; 
who, by the Aſſiſtance of Spamitres the King's 
Chamberlain, and Seven other Confpiraters, 
kill'd him in his Bed with ' his Eldeſt Son 
Darius,' and crowned Artaxerxes in his 
ſtead.” - | 
To'him' fled Themiſtocles the Athenian; 
who . was ſuſpected a Partner in the Treqſon 
of Pauſanias, The King received him into 
his Favour, and made him Governour of 
a Province, adding the Gitt of Five Great 
Cities ,'to furniſh him with-Money for the 
Expences' of his Table and Wardrobe. And 
this the'King did, nor as a Reward or En«. 
couragement of Treaſon, { from which he 
knew Themiſtocles was free, being falſly ac- 
cuſed by the Athenians, but he heaped thoſe 
Honours on him, as a Debt to the Merits of 
that: once Illuſtrious Enemy, now become a 
Friend ,.-and-. ſeeking ſhelter in the -Perfian 
Kingdom ,-from the -Barbarous' Ingraritude 
of .his own Country-mer ; 'who - for” all his 
Eminent / Services to:Greece , could 'think of 
no better Acknowledgment, than to = - 
ea 
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death as a Traytor, the Braveft and Wieſt 
Captain of- that Age. 

Not tong after this, the Perſians loft 200 
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Grecians, and 
were routed art Land by a Straragem of Con, 
the Grecian General, who, after the Naval Vi. 
tory, pur his Men aboard the Perfian Veſlets 
which he had taken, and apparelling them-in 
the Garments of the Perfian Capnves, landed 

& them near the Enemies Camp i Pamphylia ; 
who taking rhem for Friends, ſuffer'd them 
ro enter their Trenches withour Jealouſie, and 
fo were all ſlaughtered , cxcepr a few who 
eſcaped by the (wiftneſs of their Horſes. | 

Abour that Time, Peric/cs was made Prince 
of Athens, of whom I made mention'in my 
former Letrers. And Toem;/tocles being made 
General of the Perſian Army, and (ent againit 
the Grecians ; rather than fight againſt his 
Country, or betray the Caule of his new 
Maſter , became a Voluntary Victim to. his 
own Integrity and Honour : :For, i6ct 
a Bull in bis March, he drank off a/Bawl of 
the Blood, and fell down- dead art the Foot 
of the Altar. rk wud 

The next War the Perſians were engag'd 
in, was with Epypt ; . where, 11+ a Bartel 
near Memphis, they loſt an Hundred Thaw 
ſand Men. Bur (ending freſh Recruus, they 
dryed ,up- the: River Nile , where. the Athe 
ian Fleet, Confederate with the. Egyptians 
lay :at Anchor, Which ſo amazed- the \#gyp 
rians, that they made their Peace with _ 

p , N 


| 
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And: the AthenSans let their own Ships of 
Fire, in Number 200, and returned Home 
with Diſgrace, when they had been Six Years 
in Ezypte After this a Peace was concluded 
between the \ Perſians and thofe of Greece. 
And in the Firit Year of the 84ch. Olympiad, 
which ſoon followed, there was an Vniver- 
ſal Peace throughout the MAarld, which con- 
rinued nll the Firſt Year of the 87th. Qiy»1-- 
> , at what time began the Pelopormeſian 
ar, 

In the 4th. Year of the 8875. Olympiad, 
d4rtaxerxes died, and his Son Xerxes was 
Inveſted with che Crown, But ata Years 
End, being overcome with Wine, and fal- 
ling aſteep in a Place where no- Guard was 
kept, his Brother Secundiams, with the 
Help of an Eunvch, murdered him, and rook 
the Government on himſelf. He allo, was 
foon after; diſpatched: by his: Brother Da- 
FLU. | 1 

I over-ran whole O!ympiads,: without men- 
tioning any Thing; ſave the *,Tranfattions 
which made moſt Noiſe-in: thoſe Times, Bur 
Tam unwilling to lip the Reign of any King, 
tho I ſpeak bur T'wo Words of it, ths Þ 
thou mayeR have a perfect Idea of their Suc- 
ceflion, 

Daring; the. whole Series of -, Darius's 
Reign, Hiſtory mentions nothing Remarka- 
ble; - bur” is | raken up in” relating the little 
Quarrels:, ; and -Reconciliations of ſeyeral 

Proyinces 
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Provinces in Greece , ſome Private Treaties 
berween the Perſian Governours of -Lefſer Aſia 
and thoſe of Peloponneſws, and the Overtures 
of Peace between the Lacedemoniansend Per- 
fians, the End of the Peloponneſian War, with 
fuch other Paſſages, as would' be roo'redious 
for a Lerrer. | | 


I will only rehearſe a Memorable Saying 


of Darius, on his Death-Bed, ro his Eld 
Son Artaxerxes, who was to ſucceed him in 
the Throne. The Prince being afſured' by 
the Royal Phyſicians, Thar his Father's End 
drew near, thus addrefled Darius :. © My Fa- 
© ther, fince it is the' Will of the Gods to take 
© you from-'Earth, inro; their own Bleſſed 
« Society , and that yow have been pleaſed, 
* with the Confent-'of the Nobles,: to de- 
* clare me your Succeſlor in the Kingdom; 
© rell me, I beſcech':you, by whar ' Merhods 
* of Policy you have Govern'd this Empire 
© thele Nineteen Years, that ſo I may fal- 
© tow 'your Example. To whom' the King 
Reply'd ; © My: Son, 'be affared}, Fhar'if 
© ray Reignhas been blefled with greater Suc- 
© ceſs and Peacethan thoſe of my Predeceffors, 
©cis becauſe im al Things I have Honoured 
© the Immiortal Gods, and done Juſtice ro eve- 
*ry Man. | | {nag 
As ſoon''as"'Artaxerxes was pofleſſed of 
the Crown, "he ſeri for his: Brother Cy#is x 
and -put' him'-in: Manacles of Gold ,! with 
Defign ro make 'him privately away ; bur 
ar the Interceflion of his Mother, he releaſcd 
© him 
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him again, : apd. reſtor'd hin to his Govern- 
ment of Lydia." $7 224 | G 

Abour this time, Plato the Philoſopher be» 
ing very Yoyng, gave an early Specimen of 
a ripe Wir, in Comforting Autimachus the 
Poet, who loſt the Garland in a Conteſt with 
Niceratus, ar the Lyſandrian Feaſt. For 
when he beheld rhe Poet extremely vex'r at 
the Ignorance- and Partiality of - Ly/ander 
who knew not how -to diſtinguiſh ; 
his; lofty; Meaſures,. and rhe flat Rhimes of 
his Antagoniſt, Plats bid him be of good 
Courage : For, ſaid he, his Ignorance no more 
diminiſhes thy Knowledge, than a Blind Man's 
OY thee for S_— would deprive thee 
of thy Srob#. | | 

Wi rw was returned to his Goverms 
ment, he plorted to depoſe his Brother : And 
to win Lyſander to his Parry, he preſented 
him with a Ship builr all of Gold and Ivory. 
Alcibiades , the Famous ' Athenian Captam 
perceiving this, deſigned to give Artaxerxes 
notice of his Brother's Treaſon z bur by the 
Way he was murdered himſelf by ſome Sol- 
diers, | hired for that Purpoſe 'by: ' Lyſander, 
who yer durſt not ſer upon him in the Day- 
time, when he was armed in his own De- 
fence, but in the Night ſet his Houſe on 
Fire; and. as he was eſcaping through rhe 
Flames and Smoak, they.. lying in Ambuſh, 
ſhot him dead with Arrows. | 

However, Artaxerxes quickly became fen- 
fible of his Brothers'Defigns; and raifing 
an 


an Army of Nine: hundred rhonſand Men, 
gave him Batrel not far from Babylon. In.the 
Fight he was wounded by Cy: ; bur after a 
hot Diſpute, Cyrw was killed, and Arta- 
xer.xes got the Victory, 

Pariſatis, the Morher of Cyrus, ro revenge 
the Death of her Son, cauſed thoſe that 
wounged him, to be killed with lingring 
Torment : And inviting .Queon Sratyra, the 
Wife of Artaxerxes, to a Feaſt, ſhe divided 
the Bird Rbiniaces afunder with a Knife poi 
foned on one fide, and gave the envenomed 


rs, Þ phenes, and Th 
zibazws, Perſiens; with Conon the Athenian, 
Bur fearing ro entrench an thy Patience, | 
content \ my - ſelf with only mention] 
their Names, and. ſo finiſh Lowe 
the Concluſion of Artuwxerxes his Life, who 
died of \Grief for the Death of his. Soo 
Arſames, whom Qchw his Brother had cau- 
led ro be Murdered out of Envy and Jeakou- 
he, becanſe his Father dored on him. 

If I have not anfwered thy Expectation 
in this Letrer, blame not, me, bur the Hiſts 
+1ans, from whamy J have. collected theſe 
Paſſages, or accule the Men of thar: Ape, 
thar they did not perform Greater - 

OW- 
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However, in the next thou ſhalt hear of the 
the | Birth and Lifeof a Great Prophet, even Alex- 
er a || ander, the Conqueror of all Aſia. In the mean 
{rta. | rime,I plunge my Self in the [dea's of the Duſt 

thou treadeſt on, and ſhrinking into an Ab= 
enge | firact of Humility, I bid thee Adieu, 


ring © Paris, 2d, of the 9th, Moon, 
the 8 & the Tear 1671, 


LETTERS 


"Writ by. 
A Spy at PARIS. 


-"V.OL. VII 
BOOK 1V. 


LETTER 1: 
To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of” the Cuſtoms, «»d Superinten- 
dant of the Arſenal a Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Know not "well, whether it is my Part 
to. be for lad, when, I hear thy 
Son is Wild an Prodig al: Thar he is 
Amorons,; and very iakch addicted ro 
Frolick with FPomen, Wine and Myſick: That 
he frequents \the* Baths and 'Play- Hotiſes, Oh 


purpoſe, to tnake” e Jingelt for his Lov 2, 
he i Yar --» that 
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thar he may ſometimes ger a Sight of Beautj- 
' ful Ladies, and haye the Pleature of being 
admitted into their Company 3; That he 


Watunrs wy ' Of. Foreipm Merch airy, 
joe Chaos an th cps ih 
tes hanſei he Acquai j 


liarity of all Travelers who make any Figure 
in the Imperial City. = 
I proteſt, ir ſeems difficult in my Opinion, 
roderermine whether thou thy ſelf hatt,Rea. 
ſon to be grieyd ar all ths, or 60 rather to 
rejoice, as at a Preſage of his *Fnture Good A 
Forrune, ſince it is a-Manifeſt Argument--of of 
the Greatneſs of his Soul : And, lep that alone tO 
ro work out its own Way to Happineſs. Ne 
ver check a Generous Spirit : For {uch are full y 
tn 
V 


of the Divinity, They are the Eagles, the 
Lyons, the Kinzs and Princes of rhe Earth, 
Their Veins flow with Sacred Blood ; their I © 
Nerves ſtrut with the Milk of Paradiſe. A bi 
Thouſand Excellqucies els. theig- Hears, al 
and Ten Thouſand Perfedtions take'Roor im | ® 
their Brains., Whatever of Pregious is ſcar- * 
rer'd up and down.in the Elements, \meets in 
their Accompliſh'd Nature, as in an Epitome, 
or Rich Compendium of the Brighreft Eſſences; 
an Extract of all that's Valuable, Good 
Lovely in the Univerſe. "4 
Be notdiſcourag'd w ſee thy Son Amore 
of Wamen : Tis a Sign of a Gogd Narure. 
And he is look'd 'upon as a Monſter, or., 
| Ig Perlon, who feels no Warmihs al 
aſlions for that Lovely Sex. Tmen are eh 
c 


iato the "World on purpoſe ro blow up rho 
Gentle 


'Y in the Veins of thy Sox, gy jeans 
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Gentle Flames within our Breafts, which fub- 
limace our Groffer Mold, and make us more 
refm'd. Tove is a Sacred Frenfie of the Soul, 
a Divine ' Madne(s, Elevating .a Man up tv 
_—_ - a Santone, and renticitg' him the 

the Benigner Demons. is every 
where ſafe ; having the Favour of Gods and 
Men, as the Roman Poet expreſles it: 


Quiſq quis amore tenetiur, eat tutuſqie facerque, 


And had it nor been for thy own Experience 
of this Noble Paſſion, rhon hadit not had a Son 
to —_— of. kex-him Dupe 

$76 ir makes him nlive and Coſt- 
ly in his Manner of Living. He wou'd, no 
doubr, appear Gay and Polite in the Eyes of 
his Msſtrefſes : He wou'd be Generous and 
Magmticent in his Entertainments, 'Liberal to 
bis Friends and Acquaintance, Charitable ro 
all Perfons in Diſtreſs. And can{t thau realty 
blame him for putting it Practice {o avany 
Amiable Verrues ? Is nor this betrer than to 
ſee him of a Sneaking, Sordid Temper, ,ad- 
dicted ro Avarice, and orher {gu95le Vices ? 
Remember thy own Genis, when thon wert 
Young ; what a Paflionate Delight thou 
took'\t in Traveling ; Yer, this cou'd:not be 
maintain'd without great Charges. Confider 
therefore, thar it is thy own Blood, running 


to a Noble Way of Living. An thou 
micare thoſe Fathers, who by their-Severiy, 
reach their Children 40 degenerate, dogs of 
making 
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ing them better, or more reforin'd, 
They frighren rhem from the Paths of Innate (} 
- Vertue, for the Lucre. of their Gold, and 
Take Abundance of Pains to inftruct them 
in- the Merhods of Coverouſnelſs ; as if that 
alone were the Zenith of Wiſdom and Ver- 
rue, whereas it 1s, in Truth, the very Sink 
and Seminary of all Vice. 

I will relate to thee a Story which I have 
heard in Paris, which has x fewer in it 
very Singular and Remarkable, concernin 
the Aion and Care of a Father row 
his Extravayant and Prodigal Son. This Old 
Gentleman had a Fair Seat, abour Ten 
Leagues from this Ciry, which had belong'd 
to his Family for the Glace of Five Hundred 
Years. His Yearly Revenue was very con- 
ſiderable z and having only one Son, he gave 
him the 'Liberry of managing Half his F- 
ſtate, when he- came to the Age of One and 
Twenty Years.: 

This young Spark being of a High Spirit, 
was ſo far from harbouring any Thoughts of 
Frugality, that he con'd hardly brook the 
Necefliry of Living within the Compaſs f 
his Allowance. He addicted himſelf ro Gs 
ming, Drinking. and other Lewd Courle, 
which'it a ſhort Time conſum'd his Means 
and reduc'd him to great Streights. 

Abour the fame Time his Father died; and 
left him the;:Remainder of- his Eftate, giving 
him «all rhe Inſtructions ' that are uſual in 
ſuch Caſes ; and, among the-reft of. his Sa 
Connſels, he charg'd him, If it ſhou'd 1 


' 


| 
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his Misforrune to become a Bankrupt again, 
ſo as to be forc'd to ſell his Efſtare, that he 
wou'd art leaſt not part - with that Houſe 
which had been ſo long in the Pofſeflion of 
their Family : Eſpecially he conjur'd him 
ro reſerve one particular Chamber for him- 
ſelf as long as he liv'd, which was the ſame 
where he-then lay a dying. For this, ſaid he, 
will be a Sanfuary for you, when you have no 
other Place of Refuge in the World. 

After the Old Mans Deceaſe, his Son fell ro 
his former Courſe of Life;and, ro make ſhort 
of it, in a few Yearsſpent all his Patrimony; 
even that very Houſe it ſelf, which he was 
forc'd to ſell at laſt for an under-price, to 
ſupply his preſent Neceſſities. However,he 
obey'd his Father's laſt Injunction ; and in 
the Sale of the Houſe, made Articles for the 
perperual Claim and Ulſe of that Chamber to 
himſelf. -' 

It was not long before he had conſum'd 
the Money which he receiv'd for the Houſe : 
So thar now his laft Support was gone. He 
try'd ro borrow ſome of his Friends and Ac- * 
quaintance : And in Charity they ſupply'd 
him ar firſt with ſmall Sums : But when he 
ofren preſs'd them, they grew weary of him 
and deny'd to part with any more. | 

The DiſconſolateGentleman,over-whelm'd 
with Grief and Melancholy, rerurns tro his 
Chamber, hoping to find ſome Eaſe in thar - 
private Receſs ; where he might art leaſt 

have 


we4 —_— : 4 - == fr 


EEC” eo: 


— 


-— cc =p 


_ _ 
_ - 


_ = : - 


266 Letters Writ by Vol. VII. 


-have the Privilege of venting his Sorrow in 
Sight and Tears. 


He pafs'd away ſome time in this dejected 
"Condirion, when ar length he cat his Eyes 


-on an old Trunk which ttood in a corner of 


the Chamber, and which he had ſcarce ever 
regarded before. An odd Curioſity _ 
runs, 


ted-him to rife and look mrto this 


haps not ſo much in Hopes of finding arry 
elief there, as to divert himſelf and pals 
away the tedious Mitnres. And yet ts Na- 
tural for People in great Calamities and Miſ- 
fortunes, to. flatter themſelves with the Imagi- 
nation of unexpeted Reliefs, and to catch at 
evtry the leaſt Glimpſe or Shadow, that ſeems 
to preſage any Good. Be it how it will, he 
fell to rifling the Trunk, bur found «nothing, 
-faye a Parcel of Old Rags and Papers, with 


.other Remnanmts and Fragments -of Sitk, 


Linnen, and Velyet, the Reliques and Spoils 
.of his Fathers Wardrobe. This was no 
Booty for him : However, he ceas'd not his 
Scrutiny, till he had . quite empry'd the 
Trunk. When to his no {mall Aftoniſhh- 
ment he found rheſe Words on the Bottom : 
Ah Prodigal ! haft thou ſpent All, and ſold thy 
Houſe ?2 Now go and hang thy ſelf. - There 1s 
a Rope ready provided for thee in the Beam of 
the Chamber. 

The Young Gemfleman looking up to the 


-Cicling, -nd ſeeing a Halter hang there, be- 


ing faſten'd ro an Tron Ring, was ftrack with 
ſach a Damp, that. concluding it was the 
##1i1 of Fate, that he ſhould fulfil the 
VVords 
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Words he found on the Bottom of the 


Trunk; he immediarely rook a Chair, or 
Stool, and placing ir juft under the Rope, 
got up and rais'd himſelf upon tt, thar fo he 
mighr the better reach the defign'd Inftru- 
ment of his Death. 

He Kood nor long mufing : For Life ap» 
'pear'd now Inſupportable tro him. Where- 
fore putting the Halter about his Neck, in 
the Height of Deſpair, he kick'd the Stool 
away. VVhen behold, inſtead of hanging 
there, he fell ro the Ground, the weighty 
Swing of his Body having pull'd out a Picce 
of Square Timber from the Beam, being 
thar Parr tro which the Ring was faſten'd. 
Immediarely he was like to be overwhelnid, 
and buried alive in a great Heap of Gold, 
which came ſhowring down upon him our 
of the Hollow Place, which his Father had 
conriv'd on Puypote in the Beam, ro put 
this KindSeraci/m on his Son, now ſufficiently 
mortified by fomany Sorrows. 

In a word, this made ſo deep an Imprefli- 
on on him that he grew reform'd, buying all | 
his Eftare back again with Part of the M@+ 
ney ; and employing the Reſt in Merchan- 
difing, grew 40 be a Richer Man than his 
Fathg, or any of his Progexators. 
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Dear Peſteli, thy Son is Generous and 
Witry : It is thy Part to reclaim him by 
Methods agreeable to his Nature, For Rug- 
gedneſs and Auſtcrity, will make him but 
the worle. 


Paris, 5th. -of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1671. 


LETSER. Ib 


To Codorafrad Cheick, « Man of 
the Law. 


HE has happen'd an Accident of late, 
which teſtifies the Zeal of rhe French 
for their Religion, as well as ir diſcovers the 
Raſh and Unwarrantable Fury of a Bigotted 
Deſperado. This Perſon was one of that 
Seft they call Huguenots, of whom there are 
great Mulrtitudes in France ; and they are 
Diametrically Oppoſite to thoſe of the Re- 
man Faith in their Principles, 'and the Man- 
ner of Worſhipping God; yet are tolerated 
by the State, to prevent the Inconveniencies 
of a Civil War, and the Effuſion of Humane 
Blood. The King chuſing rather by Cle- 
mency to win them to his Party, than by a 
fevere Execution of the Laws in Force 

againſt 
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againſt them, ro compel their Conſciences 
in Matter rclating to God. 

Yet many Men are of Opinion, Thar this 
Royal Condeſcenfion will not have its defir'd 
Effet, upon a Stubborn and Ungrareful ſorr 
of People ; who inſtead of being oblig'd to. 
Fidelity and Obedience by ſuch Indulgentr 
Favours, are apt to interpret them as Ar- 
ouments of rhe King's Importance and Diſa- 
bility ro puniſh rhole that refift his Authort- 
ty, and ro harden theraſelves the more in 
thcir Factious Inſolence : As it will appcar 
by what I am going to relate of a certain 
Religious Furisſo, a Huguenot by Profeition. 
This Fellow coming one Day into the Grear 
Temple in Pars, which they call No#tre 
Dame, makes up directly roward the Prieſt 
wio was celebrating the Maſs; and waning 
a convenient Seaſon to execute his Purpoſe, 
jult as the Prieſt was elevating thar which 
they eſtecm the Sacramental Body of Feſus , 
the Meſſias, above his Head, according ro 
Cuſtom, that irmight be Ador'd by all the 
Congregation ; this Ruffian ſtept to him, 
and ſtriking the Wafer out of his Hand, 
rrampl'd it under Foor, and then afſaflinated 
the Prieſt with his Dagger. 

The whole Aſſembly were aftoniſh'd at 
ſuch an unexampl'd Artempt. They ſtood 
ſtill like Statues for a while, and ſuffer'd the 
Villain to paſs through the Throng, till he 
came tothe very Gate of the Temple : When 
beginning ro rouze our of their Stupefacti- 
on, ſome run after him, and ſo he was fiez'd, 
N 3 «© and 
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and carried. before the next Cads, or Fudge of 
Eriminal Cauſes, who condemn'd him to 
have his Right Hand firſt cut off before the 
Gate of the fame Temple, where he had 
been guilty of this Afſaſfſine and Prophana- 
tion, and his Body preſently afrerwards- to 
be burnt alive. Which was accordingly exe- 
cuted, 

But not thinking this a ſufficient Expia- 
tion of the Diſhonour done to God , the 
Archbiſhop of Paris commanded Publick 
Prayers to be made which they call the Orai- 


ſors of Forty Hours. He appointed alſo 


a Solemn Procefſion of all the Clergy to the 
Temple of Noſtre Dame, to cleanſe it from 
the Deflzment (which,according ro their Be- 
licf) 3t had contracted by this Impious Acti- 
on. Fhe Soveraign Companies of the Ciry 
Fkewite, arrended theſe Ceremonies in their 
Rcbes of Honour, ro teftitie their Deyo- 
£:0N. 

Thou wilr not conclude me an Infidel, or 
fay thar I undertake the Patronage-of the 
Reman Religion, if Tcondemn this Fellow as 
a M:rtyzr ts his own Prefumprion and Ar- 
rogance. The Romans and Huguenots are all 
atike ro me, ſo long as they are equally Ene- 
nemics ro the Meſſenger of God. Bur it is 
nor- decent or wiſe, neither Good Manners 
nor Policy to affront the Efabliſh'd Ret:e 
gien of the Country where a Maa lives. 
Twas ſufficient that this Ruffian, and all 
'his Brethren, had the Liberry of ferving God 
ater rheir own Way. It was an m_——— 
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ble Immortality to diſturb the lawgul Prie#s 
of the Nation, eſpecially in ſo barbarous a 
Manner, in the very Heighr of their Myſte- 
ries, the mid{t of their Daily Sacrifice ar the 
Altar of their God, where they profeſs ro 
immolate after a tranſcendent Manner, no 
leſs than the Body and Blood of the Meſſias. 
Doubtleſs,all Nations are Zealous for their 
Religion , and we Muyuſſu/mans ſhou'd nor 
feruple to pur to Death a Head-firong Gia- 
fer, who wou'd preſume but ro pollute our 
Sacred Moſques by his Uncircumcifed Pre- 
, ſence ; much leſs ſhould we ſpare him, if he 
attempted to offer any Violence to a True Be- 
l[iever, as he was Adoring the Eternal Unity, 
after the way obſerved by our Fathers, and 
commanded hy the Prepher. And tho' theſe 
Nazarenes are Worſhippers of Images and P:- 
Gures ; tho they Adore that, which to all 
outward Appearance is bur a Prece of Bread; 
yet the Precepr of Moſes ought to be regarded, 
which ſays, Te ſhall not Blaſpheme the Gods 
of the Nations whither ye go to dwell. 
Venerable Succeſſer of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, that: 
whilſt he dwells among theſe Inſidels , he 
may neither make Shipwreck of his Faith, 
by embracing their Vanities, nor yer forfeir 
his Diſcretion by any Rude, Unteemly, or- 
Violent Carriage againſt them» 


Paris the 23d. of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1671, 
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LETTER IM 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


TJ Here are a ſort of Men among the Na- 

zarene Eccleſiaſticks whom they call 
Caſuiſts, Theſe are prefoundly Vers'd in the 
Learning of the Schools, which ( if thou 
remembreſt ) Honeſt Father Antonzo , the 
Old Szcilian Prief, our Friend, us'd to term 
The Science of Husks, A dry, chaffy Sort 
of Knowledge, conſiting only of empty, 
vapid Notions, windy Idea's, DiſtinCtions 
made in Sand, which may be effac'd,alter'd, 
or form'd at Pleaſure. The very Contem- 
plation of theſe Meraphyſical Trifles, is e- 
nough to pur one in a Fever ; ſo ſubtle is 
the Poyſon they contain :»a ſpiritual Venom, 
which darts like Lightning through ones 
Thovghts, and ſoon ferments the Seu/, boi- 
ling our Reaſon up, to Scum and Froth ir ſelf 
away in Divine Jargon, and Religions Non- 
ſence. 

Theſe Men will ſplir a Hair in Diviniry 
to make a Scruple, or to difannnl ir. They 
raiſe a Duſt in the Eyes of thoſe that give 
Heed to rhem, and play faſt and looſe with 
Human Reaſon, as it ſerves a Turn. They'll 
make a Hog ef a Cuſhion, and rurn an 
Elephant into a Coffee-Diſh, with their en- 
ehanting Hucceities, Identities, Quatenns's, 
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and the Reſt of their Learned Legerdemain, 
the perfect Hocus-Pocus of the Sorbonne, by 
which rhey juggle Men our of their Senſes, 
and frame Chimera's far more Monſtrous 
than thoſe in the Fictions of Ovid, or -the 
more Early and Myſterious Poems of Mu- 
ſeus, Orpheus, and Heſiod. They teach Men 
- ro ſtumble ar a Feather in the way of aReli- 
[ gious Life, yet nor to boggle at a Milſtone 
- or a Mountain, where Intereſt calls for Re- 


L ſolution and Speed. They ſtart more Diffi- 
> culties than themſelves can anſwer in the 
) Caſes of the Poor: But where Plenty of 
l Gold appears, every Thing is made eafie and 
R plain. Mere Higglersin Religion; Quacks 
$ and Empiricks in Matters of Conſcience 
murdering a Thouſand Diftemper'd Souls, 

for one they Cure : Pretending ro be Guides 
ro Paradiſe, they lead Men through unconth 
| Paths,and intricateWindings, till they are loſt 
| in Labyrinths of Error, bordering on the 
; Confines of Hell. And then they leave 'em 
to themſelves ; where, if they make One falſe 
Step, they go our of their Bonnds, treſpaſs 
on the Devi/'s Frontiers, and fo are cither in 
Danger of a Precipice, or at leaſt of being 
taken Caprives, by the our-lying Scours of 
the Infernal Kingdom, from whom 'tis diffi- 
culr- to eſcape. 

There were ſuch as theſe alſo among the 
Fews and Gentiles of Old,and fo there are 
ar this Day, in all Religions, Men who 
are ſevere in Pun#:/io's, and neglect the 
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wore Important Precepts of the Law. Nor 
c' n the Muſſulmans themſelves be free fron: 
this Embaraſsment of the Faith. and Truth 
brought down from Heaven. 

If rhou obſerveit rhe grave and ſupercili-. 
aus Looks of our Imaum's Mollah's,Cadi's,&c. 
Thoulr zxake 'em for the Juitelt Men, the 
Holyeit Sainrs on Earth, Mark bur their 
Diſcourſe, 'ris an Abridgment of the Alco- 
ran. They're ſeen each Morning art the 
Firſt Hour of Publich Prayer, walking be- 
fore rhe Moſques, or fitting in the Royal 
Cemeteries, under ſome Melancholly Cypreſs, 
zeading the Book of Aſſongb, or ſome other 
Spiritual Treatiſe. With Eyes caſt up to 
Heaven, of humbly fix'd upon the Ground, 
and Minick Poftures of their Hands, they 
act Devotion to the Life : Yet, ir their 
Hearts, perhaps, are fludying how to Cir- 
cumvent their Neighbour. 

Go to theſe Perſons for Inſtrution in any 
doubtful Caſe : They'll hamper thee with 
far-ferch'd Terms and: crabbed Problems : 
with formal Aſpects, and redious Circumlo- 
eutions, ſtroaking their Beards, and: fighing 
from Deceirful Breaſts, they'll Induſtriouſly 
amuſe thy Soul with Dark Anigma's, and 
trapan thy [Senſe in Snares. of Inſignificant 
and Unrelligible Words; ftriving ro make 
thee believe, they are the Pick-Locks of the 
Eternal Cabinet, if not the Privy-Counſet- 
lors of Heaven : Whereas, the way of Piety 
is plain; and circumſcrib'd with certain nored 
Baurdaries.. 'Tis bard jndecd for a y_ 
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der'd Traveller, to find the Narraw- Gate - 
and Firſt Avenue of this Sacred Path, a 
mong{t ſo many Gorgeous, Glittering Por- 
tals, eyer ſtanding open, and inviting Men 
taro the ſpacious Fields of Vice. But when 
he has once enter'd - the obſcurer- Paſs, he 
has nothing elſe ro do, bur go! directly on, 
without turning to the Right Hand or the 
Lefr ; only regarding the tix'd Landmarks -- 
of Eternal Truth, invariable Reaſon , and 
ſound Morality. To ſpeak plainly ,A Man's 
Duty is comprehended in a few-ea(ie Rules : 
And he that goes to render 'em difficult, by 
knotty, thorny Gloſſes, rhrows Stumbling- 
Blocks before the Feet of True Believers, 
and interrupts their Pilgrimage ro. Hea- 
ven. 

My Friend, if. any Pious Scruples trou- 
ble thee or me, let us hencefoxth be our 
own Caſuifts ;3- and nor by blind. implicite 
Faith, enſlave our Souls ro- Men perhaps mare 
Ignorant than our Selves. The Laws plain 
and poſitive, in neceſſary. Marters. What 
need we ſeek to entangle our ſelves with: 
more 2? 

If we perform our Oraiſons at the appoin= 
ted Hours, What tmatrer is- it wherher- we. 
abſerve rhe - Six Traditionary Poſtures , or - 
no ? We that are -Iluminated, I' only 
fpeak of ſuch. As for the Phlegmarick , 
Dull Multirude , 'tis. fir they. ſhou'd- be 
aurb'd with Diſcipline, and made to obſerve 
the nice Puntil;o's of Obedience. . Whats - 
Ggnifes. the ald. Verſatile Turn of th __—_ 
rom 
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from one fide to th' other, as if we thought 
ro catch the Prophet peeping o'er our Shoul- 
ders ? Or, Where's the Senſe of the pro- 
founder Myſtery, of poring on our Fingers 
with extended Palms, as if we were at 
School, and learning our Alphabet ; or imita- 
red the clowniſh Ruſticks of Armenia , who 
as they work 1'th' Fields and Vineyards, will 
make a Dyal of their Hand, a Gnomon of 
a Straw, and loſe an Hour in ſtedfaſt gazing 
on their dirty Fiſts, ro know what Time of 
Day 'tis ? Then the Myſterious Reſting of 
our Hands upon our Knees, with other For- 
mal Ceremonies; What are they all, bur 
an External Diſcipline, confirm'd by Ancient 
Cuſtom, and oblervd for Order's Sake ? 
This need not rrouble thee or me, when 
e're we have Occaſion to retrench ſuch In- 
different Niceties. 

Nay, to go farther ; if we ſhould neglect 
the ſtared Periods of Solemn Adoration, 
compell'd therero by Sickneſs, Travelling, 
or any other Neceſſity ; Be not diſconſolate, 
as if thou hadſt been guilry of a Mortal Sin. 
Some ſuperogating Work of Charity, wilt 
cancel Ten ſuch Faults as that : Or ar leaſt, 
thou may'ſt look boldly in the Face of God, 
when at another Seaſon, on thy Knees, thou 
makeſt ample Compenſation ; Or by ſacred 
Abſtinence and Faſting, diſperfeſt all rhe: 
Miſts and Clouds of Guilt, that fare ſo hea- 
yy on thy Soul. The Times areall alike ro 
him who 1s Eternal. There's no Diſtincti- 
en. of Day or Night, with that —_—_— 
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ral Efſence, who made the Sun and Stars, 
and is himſelf th' unchangeable Source of 
Lighr. 

So, if we ſhou'd addreſs our Selves ro 
Heaven, without the uſual Forms of Prayer, 
or any words at all ; we have no Reaſon to 
be ſad, as if our Oraiſons were Ineffectual 
and Unheard. In the Eternal High Recels, 
our filent Vows and ſofteſt Whiſpers of the 
Soul, Eccho as loud as the moſt bold and 
noiſy Clamour of the Tongue. There is a 
Rank of Spirits among the Reſt Above, on 
purpoſe made ro waft the Secrer Thoughts 
of Mortal Men to_ Heaven. We cannot fail 
of Audience there, when e're we ſend the 
leaſt Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials 
from the Hearr. 

In a word, believe my Dgnet, That the 
Supremely Intelligent and Wiſe, chiefly re- 
gards the Intention and Fervour of our 
Minds, the Habirual Bent of our Souls, 
with the Innocent and Pious Actions of our 
Lives. He is nor to be mov'd ( unleſs ro In- 
dignation ) by the vain Tautologies of our 
Verbal Orai/ons, the nauſeating Crambe of 
devouteſt Words, common to Hypocrites 
and Perſons of Sinceriry, to the moſt Incor- 
rigible Sinners, and the Greateſt Saints. The 
humble Silence-of a Heart reſign'd to Deſti- 
. ny, is a Pacifick Sacrifice, attoning for the 
greateſt Sins., atrrafting choiceſt - Favours, 
Smiles and Benedictions from the Eternal. 
This is the Diſcipline of Sacred Love ; the 
Rule of perfect Life, the Secret Charr - - 
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Ele&, whereby they ſteer their Courſe to- 
Paradiſe. 

Which of the Prophets was a formal 
Beadſman, ro number out his Oraiſons at 
Finger's End; and offer up to God a ſhort 
and vain Retail of Words, in Recompence 
of Infinite Bounties Paſt, -and in Hopes of 
more to Come ? 

When Mahomet was purſu'd by cruel In- 
fidels, and forc'd to make the VVilderneſs 
his SanQuary, and hid himſelf within the 
Hollow of an Aged Oak, He did nor ſeek ro 
amuſe rh' Eternal with ftudied Forms of 
Speech and Humane Eloquence, or tire 
- th! Immortal Ears with a Religious long Ha- 
rangue ; as if he thought ro enſnare the 
General Mercy of the Holy One, in Trains of 
Aztificial and Elaborate Language, or catch 
his more particular Indulgence, in a Trap 
af Subtile Rhetorick. The harmleſs Saint, 
with Heart and Face, compos'd with Self- 
denying Thoughts and Looks, ſtood like a 
Srarue in the Bleſs'd 4/lum: VVhilſt gen- 
tle Rivolers of Compaſſionate Tears trill 'd 
down his Cheeks, His Soul was pierc'd with 
Sacred Piry to his Enemies. He ſigh'd, and 
wiſh'd, in ſhort, whatever Blameleſs Piery 
cou'd ſuggeſt for him and them. Angels 
immediately carried the Prophetick Vows to 
Heaven, His filent paſſionate Prayer was - 
heard. The Cruel Perſecutors, blinded with 
Impious Fury, ruſh'd into the Deſarr ; they 
ſpread themſelyes abroad and rode ar large: : 
Que Trayros ſpurrd his Horſe through- 
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thickeſt VVebs of lowentangl'd Thorns and: 
Underwoods, greedy of the Royal and Ma- 
jeſtick Prey. ; whilſt others rook the open 
Paths, hoping to overtake the Prophet on 
rhe Flight. They ſeem'd ro ſwim or fly, 
rather than ride, ſuch was the Swiftneſs of 
their Courſe, Fierce was the Cry,re-eccho'd 
from the Hollows of the Rocks, and Valleys,. 
F Mecca, for the Head of Mahomet. } Some 
tumbled ar the our-creeping Roors of Trees, 
and broke a Leg or Arm, by a Precipitate 
Fall from off their: Beaſts ; whilit others had 
their Eyes truck Blind by Interfering Twigs. 
One bad his Turbant rudely brufh'd off, 
and Scalp ſeverely ſhay'd, by broken Stumps 
of Boughs, and Rows of Knotry Branches, 
plac'd and bent down by Fate, on Purpoſe 
to revenge th'* Apoſite's Cauſe on ſuch a 
Miſcreant as this. Another could not curb 
his Horfe from jumping down into a deep 
blind Quarrey, dugg ith' midſt orh' 
VVood, where the proud Heretick daſh'd 
his Skull and: Brains upon the Marble Pave- 
ment at the Bottom. So Senfible and Vin- 
dictive are Inanimate Creatures, when a 
Good Man.a Saint,a Friend of God is wrong'd. 
The very Stocks and Stones, and all the Ele- 
ments are touch'd with Sacred Sympathies at 
fach a Time. The Frame of Nature feels 
ſtrange tender Paſſions, Firs, and Qualms of 
Amorous Regard : And God himſelf, if I may 
{o exprefs my ſelf, is rowz'd as from a Trance, 
and ſnatching up the V Veapons of. his Power- 


and 


280 Letters Writ by Vol. VII. 


and Wrath, runs like a Champion to defend 
the Cauſe of injur'd Innocence. 

Bur, T forger that I am writing a Letter, 
and therefore ought to be Brief. Beſides, 
what I have ſaid, is ſufficient ro convince thee, 
Thar I have an Idea of Religion, far different 
from thar which the Caſuiſts, whether Mu/* 
ſulmans or Chriftians, would Imprint in 
Men's Minds. 

If thou canſt not think as I do, I con- 
demn thee not. Uſe thy Native Freedom ; 
bur remember, That tho' Men's Reaſons and 
Opinions vary as do their Faces ; yer Truth 
is Homogeneous, Uniform, and ever of the 
ſame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations. 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1672, 


L.-5..51- 5 KR 8F. 


To the Kaitmacham. 


THE King of France has Iately made 

a League with the King of Englang. 
Whereupon the People, by way of - Pro- 
verb, ſay, That Mars and Fuptiter are now 
in ConjunFion: Reflecting thereby on the 
differenr Tempers of- theſe Two Princes, 
The One, Debonaire and Jovial, Exceſlively 
addicted ro Women and Wine, yet not 
forgetting or declining Martial Aﬀairs, when 
his Honour or Intereſt inyites him to take up 
Arms: The Other ſeeming wholly taken 
up with the Thoughts of Conqueſt, and en- 
larging his Dominions ; yer "ſparing ſome 
Time for the Enjoyment of himſelf, and 
Proſecution of his Amours. 

However, both of them now have pro- 
claim'd Open War againſt the Hol/anders, 
by Sea and Land. The K7ng of Sweden, who 
was before an Allie of the Dutch, has of 
lare declar'd himſelf a Newter. And rhe 
Biſnop of Munſter, who is one of the Ele 
fors of the German Empire, is engag'd in 
the French Intereſt. 

Thus are ſome of the Princes and States 
in Europe divided already ; and God knows 
how far the Breach may exrend in "Time. 

'Tis nor alrogether unworthy of Remark, 
what diffcrent Factions there were of Lare 
amang(t 
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amongt the Hollanders themſelves, tho' a 
R-publick pretending tro greater and fal.er 
Union of Intereſts, than what can be found 
in any Monarchy. Yet this Common-wealth 
was rent into Three ſeveral Parties : V Vhere- 
of One was headed by the Prince of Orange : 
the Other by Fohn De-I/it ; and the Third 
was compos'd of the Commons, without any 
Chief of Note. 

I will not tronble thee with a Character 
of. the Prince? of Orange. He is already 
known by Fame at the Sublime Port. * As to 
Fohn De-Wit, Tcan give no other Account at 
preſent, but thar he was a Perſon whom For- 
rune had rais'd to ſuch an Eminence in the 
Common-wealth, as made him the Prince of 
Orange's Rival, and Competiror for the Su- 
premacy. Therefore he ſought to exclude 
bir from all Employments and Offices of 
Tru®*, that he might eſtabliſh himſelf in 
his Place. 

The Third Party, whom we may call Re- 
publicans, were of Opinion, That it was not 
for: the Honour of the Common-wealth ro ac- 
knowledge any Head ; judging that the Efta- 
bliſhment or Excluſion , the Riſe or Fall 
of the Prince or De-Y/ir, ought to be a 
Thing Indifferent to the States. In regard 
the Common-wealth appear'd in their fight 
ſufficiently to flouriſh, under the Protection 
of her own Arms and Riches, withour having 
any Need of either the Prince of Orange's As- 
fiſtance, or DePit5s, 


However; 
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However, notwithſtanding theſe Animo- 
fities of the Hollanders among themſelves ; 
as ſoon as they found themſelves engag'd in 
a War with Two ſuch Potent Monarchs, 
They all Unanimouſly choſe the Prince of 
Orange, as Geveral of their Army ; Remem- 
bring the Famous Actions of his Fathers, 
the Princes of the” Houſe of Naſſaw ; by 
whoſe Valour and Condudt, they had gain'd 


. and conſerv'd their Liberties. On the other 
"fide, De-W:t having rendred himſelf Odious 


ro the Vulgar, was by them torn in pieces : 
Such a Deitiny ofr happening to thoſe who 
aſpire to riſe themſelves by Unlawful Me- 
thods, and who are Ambitious to be the 
Ringleaders of a Fattion. 

The French call the Prince of Orange, a Ge- 
veral without an Army; In Regard, the Hol- 
landors being as yeronly upon the Defenſive, 
and their Towns wanting ®rong Garriſons ; 
their Souldiers are all diſpos'd of this Way, 
ſo that there is lictle ot no Appearance of a 
Field-Army. 

This is Certain, the King of France is the 
mo%* Gallant Prince in Europe, Hs paſſes 
from Divertiſements ro the Toils of War ; 
and from theChampaign rervrns to his Plea- 
ſures again. Thus, 'ris difficult to diſtin» 
guifh berween his Labours and Recrearions ; 
his Pleaſures and his Buſineſs. They ſeem 
to be near of Kin, that he takes equal Plea- 
{ure in both. 

"Twas bur a little before the firſt Appear- 


"-pnces of this War, Thar he and his Queen 


were 
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were revelling in the Gardens of Chantily, 
where a Royal Entertainment was prepar'd 
for them by Night. The Court attended 
them thither ; and there the Roman Luxury 
was ſeen in Royal Miniature. As ſoon as 
the Gates wire open'd, there appear'd an 
Artificial Day ; ſo light was the Place made 
with Flambeau's and Lamps: Which being 
well 'plac'd among the Trees, with other 
refin'd Illuminations; adorn'd with Chaplers 
of Flowers, which preſented rhe Eye with a 
pleaſing Medly of Colours , interſpers'd 
with Oranges,  Cirrons, and other agreeable 
Fruits, tranſported the Company with ex- 
. quifire Delight. All rogether pretty well 
reſembl'd a Foreſt in a Chamber : For the 
Walls not being far from the Place where 
the King fate, were hung with Arras, with a 
Multitude of Lights burning near the Hang- 
ings : And there was a Spring of Water in 
the Middle of the Garden, raifing it ſelf af- 
ter a wonderful Manner into the Form of a 
High Pyramid ; and falling again into Three 
Baſons of Marble ſucceſſively from one to 
the other, made a pleaſant Spetacle to the 
Courriers. 

Then a moſt Magnificent Collation was 
ſerv'd up with Vocal and Inſtrumental Mu- 
ſick, ſo ſoft and fine, with a ſudden Dew 
cooling the Air, which had a Smell like 
Sweet- Bryars, as render'd the Place a per- 
fect Paradiſe, After which followed the 
King's Supper, far ſurpaſſing the other Ban- 

quer in all Manner of Delicacy and Polite- 
. neſs, 
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neſs, as well as the ſtupendious Abundance 
of Diſhes. When Supper was ended, they 
were entertain'd with a Show of Something 
Admirable and New in Fire-Works. Bur, 
tho' it be ſo to them,I will nor trouble thee 
with a Deſcription of it, fince thou haſt ſeen 
far Finer and more Coſty at Conſtantinople, 
or where-ever the Great Su/tan kept his Reſi- 
dence at the Time of a Dunalma. 

Afrer this, the King went to ſee the New 
Fortifications of Dunkirk, which he had or- 
der'd nor long before. And in a little time, 
follow'd this Declaration of War againſt 
Holland. 

So things go in a Circle ; from War to 
Peace ; from Peace to War again. Howe- 
ver, thou wilt the better know by whar I 
have ſaid, how to comporrt thy ſelf, in Caſe 
of any Difference berween the Engliſh, 
French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Pore. 
God inſpire thee with ClimaFerical Wiſdom, 
to adjuſt all Difficulties in their Stared 
Periods. 


Paris, 26th, of the 3d, Moon, 
of the Tear 1672. 


LETTER 
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To Cara Hali, Phyſician #9 the 
| Grand Signior. 


] Hou haſt born with a Thouſand Imper- 

rinencies in my Letrers ; and I know 
not, whether what I'm now going xo write, 
will deſerve a berrer Character. However, 
I feel a Spirit within me, checking my Stu- 
pid Mind, in that I was not before fen'ible 
of my Error, bur muft make fo late a Re- 
cantation. Ir is impoſſible for me 'to reflect 
on the vain and triiiing Subjects I have all 
along entertain'd thee with, and nor to bhafh 
ar fo grand an Overſight; Since I then 
ſeem'd nor fo much as to regard thy Know- 
ledge and Practice in Medzcines, which has 
exalred rhee ro the Honour of being plac'd 
in the Front of thoſe who take Care of the 
Grand Signior's Health. Much leſs did I pre- 
ſent thee with Marters ſuitable to rhy more 
Interiour Knowledge, and that hidden Wiſ- 
dom, which deferyedly ranks thee among 
the moſt Perfect and Accompliſh'd Mor- 
tals. 

In Ancient Times, Theol-2y and Phyſick 
were counted Scrences of ſuch a ncar Rela- 
tion and mutual Dependance, that one 
cou'd not ſubfiſt without the other. By 
Phyſick they meant the General Science of 

Nature, 
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Nature, otherwiſe rermed Magick: Which 
comprehended under it the Knowledge of 
the Heavens, the Elements, and every Being 
within thoir vaſt Circumference ; The Mo- 
tions of Sun, Moon, and Stars, their various 
Aſpets, Influences, and Dominions in this 
Lower World : The Narure cf the Hinds 
and Meteors, with their Effects ; The Vir- 
rues of all Plants, and Living Creatures ; «Ss 
allo- of Inſenſible Things, the Mctals, Mi- 
nerals, and other Sub(tances fornd both on 
the Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, 
and in the Sea: 

Such as theſe of Old, were Apollonins 
Tyanens, with rthe Mag: of Perfia and 
Chaldea. Such was Hierarchas among the 
Brachmans ; Teſpion the Gyninoſephiſt ; Bud- 
da the Babylonian 3; Neuma Pompilius at 
Rome ; Xamolxides of Thrace ; Abbaris the 
Hypberborian ; Hermes Triſmegiſtus of Er pt 
Roroaſter the Son of Oromaſes, King of 
Bafria ; Evantes, an Arabian King ; Xa- 
charias a Babylonian 3; Foſeph a Hebrew: 
With many- others of diflerent Narions ; 
as, Aenotenus, Kirannides, Aimadal, Thetel, 
Alchind, Abel, Ptolomy, Geber, Zahel, 
Nazabarub, Tebiti Aerith, Salomon, Aftrophon, 
Hipparchus, Alcmeen, &c. And of later 
Date, Albertus, Surnam'd the Great, Arnol- 
dus de Villa Nova, Cardan, Raymund Lullius : 
With a few more, not worth the Na- 
ming. 

Theſe contemplated the Sccret Force and 
Virtae of Celeftial and Sublunary Things ; 
the 
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the hidden Sympathy berween them, and 
the Myſterz.ous Powers of Nature. Then 
having by a curious and painful Scrutiny 
trac'd our the true Genealogies of Things ; 
caſt their Nativities ; and diſcover all theit 
Kindred, Allies, Friends and Enemies ; knew 
by applying in due Seaſons, Atives to pro- 
per Paſſives, how to produce Effects ap- 
pearing ſtupendious Prodigies ro the Vulgar, 
and no leſs then Miracles: Whereas, all this 
is bur a pure Reſult of Nature, help'd by 
Humane Art. So Watches, Dyals, Clocks, 
and Mirrours, appear'd ar firſt ro th' Igno- 
rant World, the Effects of Magick : Eſpe- 
cially the Simple Natives of America, ſhew'd 
little more Wit than Apes or Cats, which 
look behind the Glaſs, ro find the Active 
Figure of themſelves, that they ſaw in ir. 
And now I'm gor amongſt thoſe poor 
Barbarians, I can't forget a Paſſage of a 
Peruvian Slave, who being ſent by his Spaniſh 
Maſter with a Basket of choice Fruit and a 
Letter to his Friend ; The filly Ignoramus 
being faint, by Reaſon of the exceflive Hear ; 
his Journey being alſo tedious, from the 
Town of Lima to a Village near the Moun- 
tains of Potoſi, eat up the Fruit by the way, 
to Allay his Hungry Thirſt. However, nor 
having ſo good a Stomach to the Letter, he 
deliver'd it ſafe ro the Perſon ro whom it 
was addre(s'd; never once dreaming, that an 
Inſenfible Piece of Paper cou'd tell Tales. 
Bur, that diſcovering hiS Crime when he 
came home, his Maſter order'd him to the 
Bſtinado, 
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Baſtinado, ro make him ſenfble of it. Then 
he was ſent again one the ſame Errand with 
Oranges and a Letter, and meeting with rhe 
ſame Temptation, he knew not what to do. 
Ar laſt, he hid the Letter under a Heap of 
Sand ; wiſely concluding, Thar if ir ſaw him 
not, 1t cou'd neer berray his Fact. Howe- 
ver to ſecure it from all: Means of peeping, 
he ſpread his Mantle o'er the Place , and 
then fell roundly to his Banquer ; thinking 
he ſhou'd now have no Accuſer. In fine, ke 
eat.up all theOranges, and was worſe bang'd 
for his Pains than the time before. 

Generous Hal?, thou ſeeſt I'm fall'n into 
the ſame Error for which T made Apology 
at the Beginning of this Letter : Bur thou 
canſt eaſily forgive ſuch Crimes as thele. 
Suffer me only to relapſe thus far, Thar 1 
may mention the Mathematical Magicians 3 
ſuch as Archytes, who made a Y/oden Pigerm 
to fly; and Albert the Great, who raughr 
a Brazen Head to ſpeak : not forgetting him 
unknown by Name, who gave to the Sratues 
of Mercury, Voluble Tonzues, and Elegant 
Language ; by whoſe Mechanick Art, a Bra- 
zen Serpent learnt to hiſs; and Birds of rhe 
ſame Metal, with other Helps, outvy'd the 
Nightingales and Thrufhes in their Melody. 

I will not omit the Exccrable Practices of 
Necromancers, or ſuch as Invocate the Dead, 
and with nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and 
Sacrifice, c2ll ro their Aid Þferns! Spirits 3 
bind chem in Cryſtals, or ſome other Vehi- 
cle ; and then Adore them, as the Ancient 
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Romans did their Lares and. Penates. Theſe 
are their Oracles which , they conſult in all 
Emergencies ; and by their Help, work Won- 
ders in the World, foretel Things Furure, 
and reveal the moſt remote and hidden Se- 
crets, whether Paſt or Preſent. Nor is this a 
Fable or an Old Wives Tale; for, unleſs the 
experienc'd Nations of the Earth had found 
ſome real Evils, from Wizards, Magicians 
and Witches; they wou'd not have made ſo 
ſevere Laws againſt them, as to aim ar their 
Extermination from the Earth. 

Neither need we admire, that Women 
are as much addicted to theſe curſed Vani- 
ties as Men; fince they are naturally more in- 
quiſitive into Secrets, and leſs cautious of be- 
ing impos'd upon : They're prone to Super- 
flirion ; and, from their Infancy, bred up to 
obſerve their Dreams, their Moles, and other 
Marks upon their Bodies. They cover all 
the Depth of Pal/miſtry and Phyſiognomy ; be- 
Aides a 1thouland orher little Follies, 

If they mcer a Man 1'th' ftreer at firſt go- 
ing our, they are encouragd, and take ir for 
a Sign of their good Fortune : bur, if one of 
their own Sex encounters them, they curſe 
the undeſipning Female, and return home 
again. They obſerve Fatal Days,and Nights, 
and certain Crztzcal Hours, wherein they try 
Experiments to know their Future Husbands. 
They brew Enchanting Phz/ters for their Lo- 
vers, and Intoxicate them with Liquors, 
wherein young Human Cupids have been 
bail'd, with Herbs as powerful to effect 
their 


TY” WW TT SW 


Vol. VII. a Spy at PARIS. 291 


their Wiſh, as theſe that Circe or Medea 
knew. In ſhort, there is no Species of Sor- 
tilegy, or Divination, which vain young Mai- 
dens are not practisd in. Which is a fair 
Diſpofition, or Introduction, ro the Blackeft 
kind of Magick. 

Bur bleſſed are they, O Pious and moſt 
learned Hali, who being profoundly skill'd, 
and daily converſant in the Science of Na- 
ture, have never yer tainted themſelves by 
any unlawful Commerce with Spirits Un- 
clean, Infernal, and Enemies to God. They 
are Divine Magicians, having Celeſtial Cha- 
raters, the Hidden Name of God imprinted 
on their Souls; 'whereby they are able to at- 
rract rhe Angels, and make the Highett Sp;- 
rits obey him: 

Hali, God grant that thou may'{t be one 
of this Venerable and Happy: Number. Fare- 


well. 


Paris, the 5th. of the 4th, Moon, 
of” the Tear 1672. 
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To Orchan Cabet, Student of the 
Sciences, «nd Penſioner to the 
Grand S1gnior, 


T has been a long rime ſince the Chriſtians 
have openly publiſh'd Libels againſt our 
Holy Lawgiver, and the Book which he recei- 
ved from the Hands of Gabriel, one of the 
Chief Princes of Heaven : They affirm for 
an undoubted Truth, That - Mahomet him- 
ſelf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the 
Help of Neſtorins a Chriſtian Monk, and 
Abdalla,a Few : And that it is but an Arti- 
ficial Medly, a Hotch=potch, or Gallimaufry 
of Pagan, Fewiſh and Chriſtian Principles ; 
cunningly ſuired and blended together, in 
order to gain Preſelytes of all Religions. 

I proteit by the Veneration I owe to the 
Etcrnal God of Heaven, Thar I really believe 
the A/cor2n ro be of Divine Original. Such 
is the inimirable Elegance of rhe Style, the 
Brightneſs and Force of its Reaſons and Argu- 
ments the wonderful and charming Contex- 
ture of Things Hi#orical, Moral and Divine; 
Thar all the Writings in theWorld beſide, fcem 
ro me fiar and infpid, compar'd with this 
Sacred and Stupendous Pande& of Wiſdom. 
Yet, I muſt confeſs, I know not how to an- 

' ſwer 
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ſwer the Accuſation of the Nazarenes, be- 
cauſe I have never read any MuſſulmanTrea- 
riſe, that undertook to refute theſe Calum- 
nies: Which makes me apt to think, there 
is none ſuch extant. For, I havemade dili- 
gent Enquiry, diſcours'd with ſeveral Lear- 
ned Doctors of our Law ; but can gain no 
Satisfaction in that Poinr. 

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages , 
were ignorant how the Meſſenger of Gd 
had been rraduc'd by the Chriſtians: or if 
they knew it, yer they diſdain'd ro anſwer 
ſuch Malicious Lyes. And as for theſe Mo- 
dern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown 
too Cold among the True Believers. Every 
one is carryed away with Self-Love,whilft no 
Man will be at the Pains to defend the 
Truth, cr manifeſt the Errors of our Ene- 
mics. Be'ides, it is now. impoſſible ro diſ- 
prove what they ſay concerning Neſtor: us 
and Ab4alla ; unleſs we cou'd produce Au- 
thors of uvnqueſtionable Authority, who 
liv'd in Ma'wmet's Time, and fo could give 
a more gxa:t Account of his Life, than thoſe 
that came after them. 

However, if we conſult common Reaſon 
we ſhall find ir very improbable, That Three 
Men of ſuch Contrary Principles, as a Few 
a Chri/tian and a Pagan, ſhould all yolunta- 
rily agree and jump in oneDeſfign of brewing 
their ſeveral Religions together, and drawing 
ſuch an Extract from them as could ſuir with 
neither of their Parties ſingly, and was like 
to have all of them rogether for irs Enemies 
O: 3 and. 
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and Perſecutors : There was no Ground for 
them to expect the Converſion of any Fews, 
fo long as the Alcoran aſſerts Feſus the Son of 
Mary to be the True Meſſias, the Ward and 
Breath of God, Worker of Miracles, Healer 
of Diſeaſes, Preacher of Heavenly Dofrin, 
and Exemplary Pattern of a perfe#t Life; de- 
nying that he was Crucify'd, bur affirming 
that he A/cended into Paradiſe, Whereas the 
Fews call him an Execrable Impoſtor, Magi- 
cian, Seducer of the Nations ; and finally, by 
way of extreme Derifion, they term him zhe 
Man that was bang'd on a Tree. 

Neither was the Alcoran like to find any 
b-tter Enterrainment among the Chriſtians, 
for this laſt Reaſon ; In that it denies the 
Crucifixion of the Meſſizas, which is the Ba- 
fis whereon all rhe Superſtructare of rheir 
Re1i2102 1s baile: 'ris rhe Angular Stone of 
Chriſtimmity, Beſides, they cou'd never be 
reconcil'd to Polygamy, Cirenmeiſion , aboli- 
ſhing of Images and P/Fures, nor to a great 
many other Things. which the Muſſulman 
Law enjoyns. Eſpecially, they could never 
brook the Denial of the Trin?ry. 

And for the ſame Reaſon, this ſuppos'd 
parch'd Form of Religion would have been 
as little welcom to the Gent:/es, in that 1t 
rook from them the Mulrtitude of their Gods, 
and aſſerred the Unity of the Divine Eſſence. 
So thar all Circumſtances being- weigh'd, ir 
appears thar the Alcoran,fince it has had ſuch 
Succeſs in the World, could not be forg'd by 
thoſc Three, nor compos'd by any Humane 
en; 
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Pen ; bur is of Divine Original. Beſides 
had there been ſuch a Triumvirare known in 
the Caſe, the Corei's of Mecca, and other 
Mortal Enemies of Mxzhomet and his Do- 
ctrin, would not have ſpar'd to upbraid him 
with it :, And if they were not known to the 
Arabians who were converſant with him, 
how came the Chriſtians ro be inform'd of 
this privare Cabal, who were alrogerher 
Strangers to Ma/-omzt at that Time ? 

Conſider well theſe Things, and thou wilt 
have no Reaſon to give Credit ro the Calum« 
nies and lying Aſperſions caſt on the Apoſile 
of God, by Unbelievers ; bur being more and 
more conirm'd in the Vndefiled Faith, wilt 
glorite God, who has guided thee into the 
Right Way, and nor inro the Way of I:/:- 
dels, and thoſe with whom he is diſplealed. 

Orchan,as thou art endu'd with great Lear- 
ning, I counſel thee to employ'it in defend- 
ing the Caule of the Propher, who cou'd net- 
ther Write nor Read. 


Paris, 15th. of the 6th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1672. 
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LETSTESR. VIL 


To Hamet, Reis Eflendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 


FEre has been hot VVork this Summer 

in the 1ſt. The King of France has 
made ſuch ſwift and large eConqueſts on the 
Hollanders, that they have hardly had Time 
ro, conſtder- their Lofles, -and rhe Number 
of their Towns fallen into their Enemies 
Hands. 

It always falls our ſo, when this Monarch 
goes in Perſon to the Campaign as he'did 
this Year. In a-very little Time he took 
Burich , Orf6y, Rimberg, Vexzel, Recs, Em- 
merich, and many orher,' Places. Yet this 
Sncceſs was allay'd with the Death of -the 
D:thz of Longuevilie, who fell a Victim, ei- 
ther to his Dullneſs or Temeriry, - in nor 
hearing or not receiving the Cries of the 
Enemy, who demanded Qunarter as the 
French were paſſing the Rhine. He was ſhot 
with a Musket-Buller: And the Duke of 
Enguien, his Couſin, very narrowly eſcap'd ; 
for they were both jointly -engag'd in the 
ſame Action. 

The Death of this Prince is much lamen- 
red, not only by theſe of his Family. bur 
by the whole Court and City, as being the 
Flower 
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Flower of his Time; having: fignaliz'd his 
Valour at the Siege of Candice, the Conquelt 
of the Franche=Compte, and other VVarlike 
Expeditions. And they diſcourſe, as if he had 
been defign'd ro ſtand Candidate for the 
Poliſh Crown. 

I am the more particular in this Relation, 
becauſe the Enterprize of the French King 
in paſſing the R/z#ne, is look'd upon as one 
of the mot hardy and bold, that cver was 
raken in Hini. In all the Hifories oi thcle 
Parts, there is not one Example of to (ur- 
prizing an Expedition. And rhe Succcſs 
anſwer'd their Expectations : For the Ho{- 
landers were extreamly daunred and dit- 
heartned by the News of theſe Exploits. 
In a little Time Arn/eizz and Nimezien, 
were reduc'd to the K7z22's Obedience ; with 
the Fort of Skzn, and Towns of D* Oclurg, 
Bomel, Futhen ; Dev iiter, the Afetropolts 
of a Province ; with 37\*fet, Teupres, Maſeick 
Deortemein ; Elbourgh, iVeerder , Arnham, 
another Capital Ciry, with many more Pla- 
ces, too redious to be rehcars'd. 

In a Word, ſuch arc his Fxpedicions, 
Marches, his Sage Counicls, his Never-fail- 
ing Succeſs, Thar the Pcople thiak ir no 
Flatrery ro cl! him a Second Alexander 
the Great, Timurieng, Scanderbeg, Scipio, 
Hannibal, and all the Great Heroick Names. 
in the World. 

To ſpeak the Truth, the Kinz of France 
hath all along made an TIlluf.ricus Figure in; 
the World, And their Famous Exploits in; 

O 5 VVar, 
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VVar, wich their Heroick Actions in Time 
of Peace, afford ſufficient Matter for the 
higheſt Panegyricks, withour an occaſion of 
Hyperbole's. Which made one of the Roman 
Mufti's in a Letter to the King of France, 
thus expreſs himſelf : * By how much the 
* Royal Dignity tranſcends the State of 
* other Men, ſo far is the Monarchy of 
* France exalted above all the Kingdoms in 
« the World. Pope Urban IV. faid, Thar 
the King of France was as the Morning Star 
in the Firmament of Princes ; brighter than 
all other Kz2gs , a perfect God on Earth. 
*Tis aflerred by another Author, That by 
the King of France's Shadow, the whole 
VVorld is rul'd. And ſuch was the Eſteem 
which Pepe Clement had for this Mcnarchy, 
that he granted a Hundred Days Indulgence 
to every one that pray'd for the King of 
France ; to which Pope Innocent IV. addcd 
Ten Days more. 

Tis a Maxim in the Salick-Law, Thar 
the King of France never dies- Bur this in- 
deed is alrogether as True in Spain,” Great- 
Brittain, and other Hereditary Kingdoms, till 
the Succefiion fails. For then it degene- 
rates to an Eletive Mcrnarchy, or otherwiſe 
into AriFoecracy ; or laſt of all into. Deme- 
cracy, Or a Repudblick. 

Burt France is yer free from thefe painted 
Forms of Slavery. Her K7ngs are Maſculine 
and Vigorous ; her Queens Chaſt and Fruit- 
ful! There never wants an Heir apparent 
to the Crown, And this ſecures the Nation 
| from 
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from a Thouſand Calamities, which attend 
Elefttiv+ Monarchies, and more Popular 
Forms of Government. | 

What Injuſtices, Cruelries, Maſſactes, and all 
manner of PublickGrievances were complain'd 
of in Rome, after C/audius Ceſar had brought 
the Empzre of his Souldiers ? ' What Bicke- 
rings between the Senate, the People, and 
the Armies 2 Each Party would have ar 
Emperor of their own chuling.' one' Province 
was Emulous of another : So that ſome- 
rimes there have been Twenty- -or Fhirty 
Emperors together, all claiming the S»ve-/ 
reipnty. And when there were: bur Two, 
fuch was ' the Obltinate and Strong D:(pure 
between them, Thar rhey have been forc'd 
ro ſhare the Empire equally . as the only 
Means to prevent its utrer Dillolurion. 
Hencs ſprung the Firit Intitution of Col- 
leagues in the Empire. Anl rhis was the 
Root of thoſe Factions and Diviiions, which 
encrealing and growing np with Time, 
branch'd forth into imaiter Schiſms; rill ar 
length, by the Ambition of ſome, the Mis- 
forrune or Careleſsneſs of others, or at leaſt 
their want of Power and Courage ; that: 
Mighty Empire was Cantoniz'd . rent in 
Pieces, and dwind1'd into that narrow Domi- 
nion which it now poſſeſſes under rhe Tutelage 
of the Hoirſe of Auſtria, And there appear 
no hopes of 1ts ever being reſtor'd again to 
irs priſtine Grandeur, unleſs the Bourbons, 
with their growing Fortune, ſhall Crown 
the Eagle with a Chaplet of A 
aug 


300 Letters Writ by Vol.VII, 


and change the Seat of the Feſtern Monar- 
chy, from Impraſperous Vienna, to All-con- 
. quering Paris. 

In a VVord, Henry IV. began the Deſign ; 
Lewis XIII. carried it ' on ; and this preſent 
King has ſo far improv'd it, by his Match- 
leſs Fortune and Courage, that in all Pro- 
babiliry, this or the next Age will ſee ir 
brought to Perfection. 

Accompliſh'd Miniſter, I bow my ſelf 
with Abundanoe of Interior Veneration, to 
the Duſt of thy Feet : I affectionately kiſs 
the Border of thy Robe, and bid thee a des» 
vout Adieu. 


Paris. 14th. of the 8th, Moon, 
of the Year, 1672» 
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LETTER VAL 


To William Voſpel, « Recluſe of 
Aultria, 


THY Letrers make me very reſtleſs and —— | 


inquiſitive ; They awaken New Doubts 
and cap a in my Breaſt, inſtead of remo- 
ving or ſatisfying the Old Ones. Freſh Que- 
ries ftartin my Mind ; and the more thou 
laboureſt to faſten me in thy narrow Super- 
ſtition, and bigotted Zeal for the Infallibility 
of the Pope and the Roman Church, the loo- 
ſer I grow. My Soul is like a VVild Colt of 
the V Vilderneſs, that toffſes up his Head, 
{ſnuffs the Air in Indignation, and ſcorning 
the Bridle of Servirude, neighs for Joy ar his 
Native Liberty, ſcampering art large rhrough 
the ſolitary V Vaſte ; nor can he be wheeld'd 
by Humane Crafr, to loſe his beloved Free- 
dom, orchange ir for a Tame Caprivity. 

I have revolvd inmy Mind the Apcs thar 
are Paſt, and the Years of Unrraccable Ori- 
gin. I have examin'd the Times and Sea- 
ſons of the VVorld, recorded 'in Hiſtory ; 
from Adam to Moſes, from Moſes ro Feſus, 
and from Feſus'to theſe preſent Days where- 
in we live. Afrer all, I Fnd that the Me- 
moirs of Former Tranſactions are cover'd 
with great Darkneſs ; yer there are nor want- 
ing ſome Ghmmerings of Light, to _ 
a dili- 
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a diligent Mind , an Impartial Lover of 
Truth. 

Feſus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob. He was e- 
ducared in the Law of Moſes, which he ob. 
ſery'd in all Things to a Tittle: And in his 
Life time he ſaid, - Think not that I come to de- 
ſtroy the Law, but to perfet it. His Apo#tles 
obſerv'd the ſame Rule, and in all Things 
were {trict Obſervers of the Szated Precepts. 
So were the Primitive Chriſtians, even to 
the keeping of the Fewi/h Sabbath ; befides 
the Firſt Day of the eek, appointed for the 
Publick Celebration of their own Myſteries. 
They abſtain'd from Blood, and from Things 
ftrang'd, and from all Vnclean Meats , and 
ſuch as were Sacrific'd to Ido/s. They had 
no Images or Pi&ures in their Churches,  Cha- 
pels, or Oratories. In fine, they obſerv'd all 
the Neceſſary Purifications, and Ador'd One 
God with Uniry of Heart, and Lively Faith, 
and Good Works. Whereas thou ſeeſt, 
the preſent Roman Church follows quite con- 
trary Maxims. They give the Lye to our 
Lord's own Declaration ; and poflitively ſay, 
Thar he came on purpoſe ro Aboliſh the Law, 
and introduce an Univerſal Liberty ; That 
we may now as freely banquet on the Blood 
of ſlain Beafts, as on the M:/h of the Living ; 
and Ear of Swines Fleſh, and other Abomi- 
nable Food; with as little Derriment to our 
Souls, as on the Fleſh of Lambs, or other 
clean Creatures allow'd by the Law of God. 


How 
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How can this hang together, or be credi- 
ted by any Rational Man ? "Tis no wonder 
there are ſo many Libertines and Atheiſts in 
the World, when they find Chri/tianity to 
bea mere Head of palpable Contradictions. 

To this thou wilt anſwer, according to 
the common Rule ' of Divines, That during 
the Primitive Times , the Apoſtles and all 
other Chriſtians obſerv'd the Law of Moſes, 
for tear of giving Scandal to the Fews, of 
whom great Numbers were converted to 
the Chriſtian Faith, when they ſaw that 
the Followers of Feſus did not deviate from 
the Inſtztutions of rhe Seniors, the Statutes 
of the Houſe of Facob : Bur rhat afterwards, 
when the Goſpel! was preach'd far and wide 
on the Face of the Earth, and that many of 
the Gentile Nations were brought oyer to 
the Church ; it was-no longer nece{ſary, for 
the ſake of ſo Contemprible a People as the 
Fews , to ſcandalize all the Reſt of the 
World, and impoſe on them a Yoke which 
they were not accuſtom'd 'to bear , and 
which wou'd tempt them to ſhake off 
Chriſtianity it \elf, rather than ſubmit ro 
ſo Intolerable a Burden. Therefore the 
Chureh, to facilitate as much as in her lay, 
the Converſion of the Roman Empire, which 
then extended it ſelf over the Greateſt Parr of 
the Earth ; accommodared her Injundtions, 
Precepts, Manners, and Ceremonies of Re- 
ligion, tothe preſent Humour and Mode of 
thoſe Times. And whereas the Gents/cs car 
Ot 
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of all Meats Indifferent; ſo they were 
raughrt, that this was agreeable to the V Val 
of our Lord Feſus, who came to reſcue Men 
from the Slavery and Bondage of Moſaick 
Superſtitions. 

By the very ſame Rule,they introduc'd the 
Uſage of Images andPr&ures in theirChurches : 
And the Veſtments of the Prieſts, the Orna- 
ments of the Altar, the Tapers, Lamps, In- 
cenſe, —_—— and other Religious Gay- 
eties ; were faſhion'd according to the Pat- 
terns they receiv'd from the Prizſts of Fupi- 
ter, Apollo, Venus, . Diana, and the reſt of 
the Heathen Deities. Hence the Fefivals of 
the Gods and Goddeſſes, were turn'd to Holy- 
days of Saints ; and Temples before Conſe- 
crated to the. Sun, Moon, and Stars, were a= 
freſh Dedicared ro the Apoſtles and Martyrs. 
Thus the very Pantheon it ſelf in Rome, or 
Temple of All the Gods, in Proceſs of Time, 
by an Eccle/iz/tickh Dexterity, was Converted 
to the Church of All-Saints. In a word, 
Chriſtianity in all Things ſeem'd no other 
than Gent:i/i/m in Diſguiſe. And .it muſt be 
thought a Pious Fraud, thus ro wheedle fo 
many Millions of Sinners into the Boſom of 
the Church, whether they wou'd or no. 

Oh ! Father H/7i1/iam, doſt thou nor bluſh 
at theſe Trivial Excuſes, for the manifeſt 
Violation of the Laws of God? Can Man 
be wiſer than the Om727p0tent 2? Or will he 
preſume ro correct the Ways of Him that is 
Perfett in Knowledz ? Is the True Religion to- 
be propagated by imitating the IJolatrous, 
Rites 
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ered Injuntions of Heaven, to the Caprices 
of Humane Palicy ? Did ever any wiſe Law. 
giver condeſcend to alter and new-madel his 
Laws, to humour a peeviſh caprious Subject ? 
VVou'd he add or diminiſh any Thing for 
the Sake of gaining a Faction or Party? 
And can we think, that God ever defign'd, or 
can be pleas'd ro have his Divine Laws gar- 
bl'd and mix'd with prophane Indulgences, 
D:/penſations and Amendments of Mortals ? 
As1if he had been Ignorant what he did, 
when he divulg'd his Szatutes, and wanted 
the Counſ:l of his Creatures to help him our 
at a dead Lifr. 

VVas that Tenderneſs to be only ſhew'd to 
the Fews fur a Time ? And were they for e- 
ver afrerwards to be ſ{candaliz'd ? In vain 
do's the Church daily pray for the Converſion 
of thar- People, whilt by her DoCtrines and 
daily Practices, ſhe hardens them more in 
their Infidelity. © The Erhiopian Church is a 
ſtanding VVitrneſs againſt her to. this Day, 
where the Chri#ians from all Antiquity, e- 
ven from the Times of the Apoſties . have 
kept thar Part of the Law of Meſes, which 
relates to Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs, and 
preſcribes the Choice we are ro make of 
Meats allow'd to be Eaten, forbidding rhoſe 
that are Execrable, and an Abomination. 
Hence ir is, that there are more Fews Con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Belief in that Country, 
than in any other Part of the VVorld be- 
kde. 

I 
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Ir was, in my Opinion, to begin at the 
wrong End, thus to neglect the S2/vation of 
the Fews, our Elder Brethren, from whom 
we receivd the Oracles of God, andrun to 
proſelyre the Genti/es by ſuch prepoſterous 
Methods, as render'd us in a manner as much 
Their Converts, as them Ours: Since we 
ſhuf'd our Religions together at Random, 
and made a Lottery of Divine and Humane 
Inſtirutions ; exchanging one Species of Su- 


« per#tition and Idolatry for another ; bartering 


Fupiter for Peter ; and Mars for Paul; Venus 
and her Cup:d, for the Virgin Mary, and her 
Child Feſus : A God for an Aprile ; and a 
Demy-Gcd for a Martyr : V Vhilt the Law ir 
ſelf, which is the Foundation and Main 
Prop of True Religion , lics neglected and 
trampled under Foor. 

The Chriſtians of the Eaſt, ſeem more 
Excuſable than we : For, tho' they are not 
fo punctual in obſerving all the Niceties of 
Cleanne/ſs and Uncieanneſs, Mrats and 
Drinks, &c. as thoſe of Ethiopir : Yet they 
will not taſte of B/ood, or any Thing Stran- 
gd: And their Ecc/e/ia/ticks abſtain from 
all Manner of ' Fleſh, during the whole 
Courſe of their Lives. They obſerye alfo 
many Purificatfons, and wholſome Rules 
of Life. VVhereas we of the Latin Church, 
wallow in all Manner of Filthinefſs like 
Swine, and bleſs our f(elvcs, as if we were 
the Only True Catholicks, the Ele& of God, 
in the High Road to Heaven. I am ar a Loſs 
what to think of theſe Things, Neither 

* Can 
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can I ever.hope to ſee the Fews converted, 
rill rheſe Offences are remoy'd. 

There is a Rumour ſpread up and down, 
of the Wandring Few. I ſuppoſe thou haſt 
heard of ſuch a Man. He is now at Aſtra- 
can, and Preaches every where that there 
will be a Reformation of Chriſtianity, after 
the Year 1700. Thar the Fews ſhall beConver- 
ted, andall this ro be perform'd by the -Ad- 
miral Gifrs of an Engliſh Man, who thall 
reſtore Truth to its Primitive Luſtre and 
Integrity. They ſay, He. wiil cauſe the 
Images and Pitures to be utterly deſtioy'd, 
and the Law of Meſes ro be 'kepr, ſo far as 
relates to Cleanneſs and Uncleanneſs , &Cc, 
Thar in his Days, the Temple of Solomon, 
ſtall be rebu:lr, and the Wor!d ſhall put on 
a new Face. 

Father William, T wou'd not-have thee de- 
ſpiſe theſe Things, fince they have been long 
foretold by Foachim the Abbor,by St. Metho- 
dius, by Noſtredamus the French Prophet, 
and by many other Eminent Perſons, whole 
IW.itings are extant, and many of their 
Predifions are already come to paſs. The 
Roman Church manifeſtly ſtands in Need of 
a Reformation : And fince the Governours 
of ir cannot be prevail'd on to fer their 
Hands ro ſo Pious a VVork, we know nor 
bur God may effect ir by the means of a 
Stranger, ſome Obſcure Perſon art preſent, 
bur whoſe Light may ſhine hereafter through 
all Generations, 


Father 
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Father William, thou wilt pardon the Li- 
berry TI take in diſcourfing about rheſe Things, 
and remember, that 'ris a Work of Charity 
to bear with the Impertinencies of othets. 
However, I thank Ged I'm out of the Pur- 
lieu of the Spaxiſh Inquiſition. 


Paris, 1ſt. of the 10th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1672. 


LETTER 1X. 


To Codabafrad Cheik , « Man of 
the Law. 


| Have a Kinſman by Bleed, reſiding at 

Aſtracan, in the Parrs of Moſcovy. His 
Name is I/ouf, a Man of an ardent Spirit ; 
and active Wir ; a great Travellcr, and one 
who makes good that Character by the ſolid 
Remarks he has made on the moſt Impor- 
rant Things in.his Way; through 4/:.Africh, 
and Europe. For he is not in the Number of 
thole who come home from Foreign Coun- 
tries, only laden with Vanities and Tri- 
fles. 

From him I receive frequent D-/patches, 
ſince his being ſetled at Aſtracan, in Quality 
of a Merchant ; where he improves his 
Eſtate to great Advantage, enjoys the Inno- 

| cent 
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cent Pleaſures of Humane Life, withour ſuf. 
fering himſelf to be rainted with the Vices 
which are unprofitable, troubleſome, and 
bring Scandal to a Man's Reputation. For 
ſome Vices, thou know'ſt, pals into the Pre. 
dicament of Verrues, when Inrereſt or Ne- 
ceflity give an Indulgence. 

There is a murual Intercourſe between my 
Couſin and me: And among other Letters 
which he ſends me, I receiv'd one lately ; 
wherein he informs me, that he whom they 
call the Mandring Few, of whom I made 
mention formerly in one of my Diſpaches 
ro the Sublime Port, is now at Aſtracan ; 
Thar he preaches openly in the Markets, and 
ar the Bourſe or Exchange; not refuſing 
private Converſation with any that defire 
It. 

There is a great Conflux of People from 
all Narions, and of all Religions ro that 
City. He carries himſelf with an equal In- 
difiterence to every various See, and they 
all ſeem mightily raken with his Doctrines. 
The Chief Thing he aims at in all his Diſ- 
courſes, is, That there will e'er long be an 
Univerſal Change of Religioz over all the 
Earth ; and that every Nation on the Globe 
ſhall worſhip One God, obey the Law of 
Feſus the | Son. of Mary, and embrace One 
Faith, When he infifts on this, he ſeems 
to be void of all Doubts and Heirations ; 
ſpeaks Magifterially, like a Prepher, who 
has receiv'd a ſure and certain Revelation of 
the Thing he foretells, Burt when any 
Diſpute 


z1o Letters Writ by Vol. VII. 
Diſpute with him, not in a Spirir of Cap- 
riouſneſs, bur ro fift the Truth ; he freely 
condeſcends to anſwer all their Objections 
with ſolid Reaſons, and to convince them 
by their own Principles, that it muſt be 
{o. 

He ſays, That abour the Year 1700 of 
the Chriſtians. Hegira, the Invincible Oſmans 
ſhall break down the Fences of Europe, and 
ſhall overflow all Chriſtendom like a migh- 
try Torrent, that has over-top'd its Banks. 
In thoſe Days there ſhall be great Deſolation 
in Hungary, Poland, Germany, France, and 
other Regions of the Pk. Only Denmark, 
Sweden, Muſc:vy, and other Countries of 
the North ſhall remain untouch'd. Bur 
above all other Nations, he ſays, Italy will 
be made a perfet- Wilderdeſs, her Ciries 
laid in Aſhes, her Immenſe Wealth plun- 
der'd and carried away by the greedy Tartars, 
Arabians and Turks ; who will ſpare neither 
Age nor Sex, putting all to the Sword, eſpe- 
cially the Eccleſiaſticks, none of which ſhall 
eſcape the Publick Vengeance, ſave Three 
Cardinals, fincere and Holy Perſons, who 
ſhall fly into England for Sanctuary by rhe 
way of the Sea. 

Thar Ifland, he fays, ſhall become the 
Refuge of all ſuch who can eſcape the Cala- 
mities involving the adjacent Countries. 
Thirher rhey ſhall flock with their Wives 
and Children and all their VVealth, when 
they ſhall hear of the approaching Terrors; 


the preſent Devaſtation of 1ta/y, and the 
Univerſal 


| WW nn we 


| Mott 


GW " WW_weYTy ww _———_— MM 


pans FF "Wo 


Vol. VII. a Spy at PARIS. 711 


Univerſat Conqueſts of the Oſmans. The 
King of the Country ſhall receive thoſe 
diltreſs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and 
ſhall aflign them certain Portions of Land, 
were they may build Houſes and Habira- 
tions for themſelves and their Families ; 
there being Abundance of waſte Ground in 
that Iſland, which they may manvre and 
1mprove to their Own and the Publick Ad- 
vantage. 

Afrer this, ſays he, ſhall ariſe a certain 
Man in England from his Obſcure Center; a 
Perſon fill'd with all Manner of Divine 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, endu'd with the 
Spirit of Prophecy, of a Graceful Aſpect, 
and Elegant Speech, of a Compos'd Gravi- 
ty, and Calm Addreſs, a Man Mild, Inno- 
cent, Temperate, Chaſte and Merciful above 
the Reit of Humane Race. People ſhall 
let their Eyes fall on the Ground, when they 
meet him in the Streets, even before they 
know what he is ; overcome by the Luſtre 
of Modeſty, Grace and Vertue which ſhines 
in his Countenance. A Perion highly belo- 
ved of God and Man. 

This Man ſhall meer the Three Fugirive 
Cardinals in an Hour of Deſtiny. Then 
that which lay long ſmothering, ſhall ſud- 
denly burſt forth into a Flame. 'The Light 
of God ſhall be diffus'd through his Soul ; 
his Heart ſhall be like a Lamp, and his 
Tongue - ſhall utter marvellous Things. 
When he opens his Mourh in divulging the 
Myſteries of Ged, his Words ſhall be like 
the 
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the Sparks of an Erernal Fire, kindling 
Flames of Love in the Breaſts of the Hear- 
ers. The Cardinals ſhall riſe from their 
Places and run to embrace him. A Coun- 
cil of the Chief Biſhops and Prieſts of the 
Land ſhall be afſembled by the Kings Or- 
der, where the Three Cardinals alſo ſhall be 
preſent; and afrer mature Deliberation, 
with Unanimous Conſent, they ſhall call for 
the Holy Oyl of Conſecration, and ſhall 
anoint him : They ſhall proclaim him the 
Great Father, and Patriarch of the Faithful; 
The Dire&or of ſuch as would go to Para- 
diſe. 

He ſhall ſhew them a new Pattern of the 
Law of Feſus the Son of Mary ; or rather 
the Old and True One, freed from the 
Corruptions and Errors which have been 
ſuperinduc'd for many Ages. Their Hearts 
ſha!l yield asro an Oracle, and the King of 
the Country ſhall approve of their Council. 
So ſhall all thoſe of the Noble and the Vul- 
gar, whoſe good Fate is written in their 
Foreheads. As for the Reſt, they ſhall re- 
main in their Incredulity. 

This Holy Perſon ſhall reform the Er- 
rors of all the Chriſtian Churches; utterly 
aboliſh rhe Uſe of Images and P:&ures, con- 
vince the Fews of their Infidelity, and chaſe 
away the Darkneſs of Superſtition from 
Earth. He ſhall argue with Reaions fo for- 
cible and cogent, ſo clear and demonſtra- 
tive, that none bur the wilfully obftinare, 
will refift the Truth which he diyulges, or 
oppoſe 
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oppoſe his Authentick Miſſions. Thouſands 
ſhall be converred by the Dint of his Word, 
and' Ten Thouſands by his Exemplary Life. 
For he ſhall go up and down preaching and 
doing Good Works throughout Great Br:- 
tain, till the Number of - his Proſelytes is 
compleat. Then he ſhall ſend Apoſtles and 
Meſſenger, into Swedeland, Denmark, - Moſ= 
covy, and other Parts of Europe, who ſhall 
likewiſe convert an Innumerable Multirude 
to his Law. Foreign Princes ſhall ſend 
their Embaſſadors ro the King of Great 
Britain and to him; for he ſhall be at the 
King's Right Hand. They ſhall enter into 
Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chriſtian 
Princes ſhall be ar Unity. Mighty Armies 
ſhall be rais'd in the North, who ſhall come 
down and give new Courage to the oppreſs'd 
Nazarenes of the V/e/t. They ſhall all rake up 
Arms, and chaſe rhe Oſmans back again ro 
their own Country, recovering the Wealth 
which they had taken from them. 

After” this, by an Univerſal Agreement 
of rhe Chriſtians, this Holy Perſon ſhall be 
proclaim'd the Great Paſtor of the Church. 
A prodigious Army ſhall be gather'd roge- 
ther our of all the Chriſtian Nations, to 
condudt him to the Holy Land, and to crown 
him in Feruſalem. They ſhall vanquiſh and 
exterminate the Oſmans our of Paleſtine, 
and all the adjacent Regions, Then ſhall 
Feruſatem be re-built Gloriouſly , and the 
Temple of Solomon with Sapbires and Emes 
raulds, That City ſhall be the Sear of the 
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Chriſtian Mufti's, this New Patriarch, and his 
Surceſſors, tro the Day of Doom. Then ſhall 
the Eyes of the Fews be open :  Fhey ſhall 
acknowledge Feſus the Son of Matyy.to be the 
True Meſſias, whom they have ſo frequently 
Curſed. ' In/a word, he fays, Both Fews and 
Gentiles, People of all Nations, ſhall refort 
to Feruſalem, or ſend thither their Gifts and 
Preſents. Ir ſhall become the Miſtreſs of the 
whole Earth. T | = 

Sage Cheikh , Fhis is the Subſtance of whar 
my Couſin I/ouf acquaints me with-concern- 
ing the Wandring Few,and his New Dodtrines, 
The Cenſure of which I leave ro rhee, whoa 
baſt a diſcerning Spirit, and art able to di 
{tinguiſh Truth froman Impoſture. God only 
knows what is hid in the Womb of Futurzty. 
Every Age is pregnant., and. brings forth 
ſtrange Events. Yer when *tisover, all{ounds 
like a Drcam. The World it ſelf is no berter ; 
and I that write this, am bur methinks the 
Shadow of a Vi/fiox or Trance, I hardly know 
whether I'm afleep or awake whilſt my Pen 
{cems ro move. Therefore, it being very late; 
I lay. it afide, and bid 'thee adicu: Praying 
that thou and I'may' have: the Happinets, þ 
even in this Life, to rafte the Sweer Shumbers F 
of Paradiſe, | | , 


Paris, the 5th. of the 12th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1672, 
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LETTER XHL | 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princpal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 


Think all the ſenfible ' World are inqui= 

ſrive. into. the Life of Cardinal! Rithlien 
He was the Pole-Star of Stareſmen; whilt 
living ; and now he is dead, his Memoirs 
and Maxims ferve as a Chart and Compats, ” 
by which rhe Politicians ſteer their Courſe, 
ro avoid the Rocks and Shelves which-threa» 
ren a Kingdom, or Commoniealrtr; both an 
the Tempeſts of War, and the Serene Calms' 
of Peace. ", 4 03-tto 

Thou haft formerly received fome Re- 
marks from me on the Life of this Great Mt- 
niſter : Yer I am not (urprized-at the:Con- 
rents. of thy lait Diſpatch, which require a! 
farther Account of him. Nobody can know! 
roo much of a Man who was the Miracle-of 
his Time; and noronly ſtartled thewwilett af! 
Contemporaries, by his Prodigious Actions 5” 
but has puzzled all rhac ſurvive hum, to trace 
his Footſteps. 

Undoubredly, France - owes to ' his Con- 
duct, all her preſent Grandeur, with: the 
Hopes ſhe has of encreafing ir. To him 
ſhe is indebred for her Conquelts in Flar- 
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ders, Sicily, Catalonia, Piedmont, and the 
"German Frontiers. "Twas | he firſt taught 
Her the compleat Way to Humble Her Yn 
ſolent Neighbours, and to ſuppreſs her Re- 
bellious Domeſticks, He much 'abared the 
troubleſome Weight of a Crown, and made 
ir fir Lighter on the Head of Lews XII. 
Whilſt Cardinal Mazarini, his Succeflor in 
the Prime Miniſtry, ating by the ſame Prin- 
Ciples, render'd it as foft and eafie to the pre- 
ſent King, as the Grand Signior's Turbanr. 
In a Word, through the Efficacy of Rzchlie's 
Politicks, Lewis XIV. is become the moſt Ab- 
folutre Monarch in Chr:iſtendem. For he either 
undermines, or over-reaches his Enemies, by 
ſpecious Treaties of Peace, where he is ſure 
10 have the better on it ; or he runs them 
down with the Force of War. 'To conclude, 
he has a long Head, and a longer Sword, 
which all will confeſs that have ro do with 
him. And this is the pure Reſult of R:ch/ier's 
Memozrs. 

Yer after all, that Miniſter had his blind 
fide roo, as well as other Mortals. Publick 
Vertues, and Privare Vices ;  State-Perfecti- 
ons, -and Perſonal Frailttes. He ſerved his 
Maſter, with a Zeal: and Fidelity, with a 
Wiſdom and Courage, difficult ro be march- 
ed ; bur he ſerved himſelf after the Common 
Manner of Men, He indulged his Favourite 
Paifions, which were Love, Jealoufie,and Re- 
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There is a Letter of mine, Regiſter'd in 
the Archives of the Sacred Port, wherein 
I mention'd a Particular Amonr of this 
Great Prelate. Beſides thar, he had ſeveral 
Intrigues with the Dutcheſs of E!berf , 
the Counteſs of SoifJons, and other Ladies 
of Prime Quality. Nay, there are nos 
wanting ſuch as confidently report, Thar 
he had Two Children by one of his own 
Nieces. And Verſes were ſpread abour on 
that Subject, 

As he cherifh'd rhis Soft Inclination ro 
Women, fo he was naturally jealous of all 
Rivals, whether of his Love or Intereſt. 
He would never ſuffer an Som ro live, 
whom he once ſuſpected to be in a Capaciry, 
_ ro make the {ſmalleſt Advances to thwart 

is Deſigns. 
For this Reaſon, he gave. the moſt Con- 
fiderable Milirary Offices, both by Sea and 
Land, to Eccleſiaſtickk who depended on 
bim : Which occafiond a certain Waggiſh 
Poet to paſs this Jeſt on the Publick Admi- 
niftration: : 


Un Archev que ef Admiral, 
Un Gros Eveque et Corporal, 
Un Prelat Preſident aux Fronteres, 
Un Autre a des Troupes guerrieres, 
Un Capuchin.penſe au Combat, 
Un Cardinal a des Soldat, 
Un autre eft Generalifſime ; 
' France je croy qu'icy bas, 
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" Ton Eglife fi Magnanime, 
Milite & ne triomphe pas. 


Reflefting hereby. on - the Archbiſhop of 
Bourdeaux, the Biſhop of Chartres, the Bt- 
thop+ of Nantes, the Biſhop of Mande, Fa- 
ther Foſeph, a Friar, Cardinal de Valette, 
and , Cardinal Richlieu 5; theſe being the 
Chief Commanders of the Land and Sea- 
Forces. . | 

Ic will make thee ſmile, perhaps, to read 
an Epitaph that was made on that Father 
Fo/epb above-named; who being eltcem'd a 
very Infamous Man, and lying interr'd in 
the ſame Tomb with another Friar, named 
Father ' 4:e/, provok'd ſome Satyrical Wir 
ro put this Sarca/m on him : 


Paſſant, neſt ce pas choſe dtrange, 
«+ De voir un Diable auprts d'un Ange ? 


I believe Father Foſeph was the worle be- 
tovd for being Cardinal Richlien's Confeſſer. 
It was obſerv'd that he died ſuddenly, with- 
out Confefling himſelf ; which occahon'd an- 
other Epitaph to be made on him : 


Sous ce Tembeau pit un bon Pere, 
Dui eut tant de Diſcretions 
Que pour Gre bon Secrttaire, 
1! monrut ſans Confaſſion. 
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Every body fuſpeCted the Cardinal! had a 
Hand'in his I Death, to prevenc his 
rellirig'ef Tales » For he knew all his Secters 3 
And the Cardinal was Known to be wirh 
him when he' died. Ir was during the 
Siege of Bri/ac, a Ciry on the Rhine, which 
was then upon the Poim of furrendring ro 
the French : And the News coming to the 
Catdinal, faft as Father Fo/eph was in his laſt 
Aponies, he came to his Bed-ſide , and 
taying his Mouth cloſe to the poor Friar's 
Ear, cryed' 6nr as loud as he could, Cem 
rage, Courage, mon Pere, Nous avous pris 
Briſas, A 'ſtrange Cordial for a dying 
Man ; and fome body made theſe Verſes 
on 1t: 


Tte Cucitllati, vobis ft Purpura ridet, 
Fungirur Inferni Munere Pont ificis. 


There is another Inftance of the Card:- 
nals Revengeful Temper and his Cruelty. 
One Day the Duke of Orleans, who hated 
him mortally, - went to his Palace, under 
Pretence of giving him a Viſit, bur really wirh 
a Defign 'to Stab him. However, as ſoon 
as he came into the Cardinal's Preſence, 
his Noſe fell a-bleeding. Which appearing 
ro him as an Ominous Preſage of whar he 
was going abour, he was ftruck with fome 
Remorſe ; and frankly confefling his Defign 
ro rhe Cardinal, begg'd his Pardon. "Thar 
cunning Minilter diffembled his Reſentments, 
knowing rhe Duke was not a+ Man of Reſo- 
P 4 lution 
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lurion enough ro undertake. ſo bold an Acti- 
on, unleſs he had been extremely animated 
by ſome bady near him; he preſently refle- 
&ed on Monſieur Puzlaurent , the Duke's 
Chief Favourite. Immediately he decreed 
his Ruine; and to effect it with more Eaſe, 
he pretended an emraordinary Friendſhip.to 
him, offering him one of his Nieces in Mar- 
riage. Monſieur Puylaurent who ſuſpected 
not the Train which was laid for hum, em- 
braced the Propoſal with much Joy, as ho- 
ping thereby to raife and eſtabliſh his For- 
rune under the Poredtion of his Porent Un- 
cle. In fine; he marryed the Cardinal's 
Niece, bur lived not to enjoy her ; fot on the 
very Nuprial Day, the Cardinal cauſed him 
to be arreſted and ſent Priſoner ro the Ba» 
ſtile ; where he was poyſoned by a Friar, in 
a Glaſs of Wine. As ſoon as he had ſwal- 
lowed the Fatal Portion, the Friar told him, 
Ir was neceflary for him to confeſs his Sins 
that very Moment, in Regard he had but a 
few Minutes to live. Monſieur Puylaurent 
threw the Glaſs ar the Friar's Head, giving 
him Two or Three ſwinging Curſes, and 
then fell on his Knees, to Conteflion ; which 
being performed, he expired, | 
Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingular 
and Ingenious in the Execution of his Re- 
venge, as if he endeavoured ro perſwade the 
World, That he fulfilled the Law of the 
Talio, which requires an Eye for an Eye, 
and. puniſhes by an exact Kind of Propor- 
rion, As it happend in the Caſe of the 
Dukes 
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Dukes of Guize, Montmorency, and Monſieur 
de Baſſompierre, Theſe were the Heads of 
a Faction, which Diametrically oppos'd the 
Cardinal and his Party. He was the Grand 
Eye-ſore, the Chief Obſtacle of their defign'd 
Prevalence at the Court, Wherefore, if they 
cou'd but once remove him our of the Way; 
they thought themſelves fare of rhe King's 
Ear in all Things. To effect this, they con- 
ſulred rogether, how ro diſpoſe of him. The 
Duke of Guize was of Opinion, he ſhou'd not 
be kill'd, in regard he was a Prince of the 
Holy Church ; bur that he ſhou'd be ſent to 
Rome, there © attend the Proper Aﬀairs of 
his Ecclefiaſtick FunCtion, among the Reſt of 
his Purpl'd Brethren, The Duke of Monme- 
rency was clearly for Taking off his Head. 
Bur Monſieur de Baſſompierre was againſt 
both theſe Merhods : For, ſaid he, if he be ſent 
to Rome, he will be always plotting of Miſchief 
againſt, And it would be an Eternal Blemiſh 
to France, if the Purple of the Holy Church ſhould 
be ſtain'd with Blood. Let us ſend him Cloſe 
Priſoner to the Baſtile, where he may ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days in writing Learned 
Books. 

The Cardinal, who had his Agents buſie 
abour in all Parts, ſoon was inform'd of this- 
Conſult: and he retalliated every Man's Sen- 
rence upon its own Author. For he baniſt'd 
the Duke of Guzze, contining him ro Rome ; he 
beheaded the Duke of Montmorency ; and im- 
priſon'd Monſieur de Baſſompierre in the Ba-: 
file, where he lay till the Cardina/'s Death. 
P5 I could 
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I cou'd infert a great many more Remarks 
| concerning Cardina! Richiieu: Bur I am afraid 
| of Oitending by Tediouſneſs. If rhou com» 
A mandeſt me, another Letter ſhall preſent thee 
with more Varietics. 
In the mean Time, with humbleſt Obey. | 
ſance and Reſpect, I deſiſt, and rake my {} 
Cenge ; Wiſhing thee a long Life. on Earth, 
full of kJonour ; and a Fame without Ble, 
wiſh when thou art rran{lated ra Heaven. 


Paris, 15th. ef the 1. Moan, 
of the Year 1673, 


4 
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To Muſu Abu'} Yahyan, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy at Fez. 


Hou haſt laid a Grand - Obligation on 

me by thy laft Diſpatch, whole Learn- 
ed Contents haye opened my Eyes; or ra- 
ther drawn back the Veil which covered rhe 
Interiours of 4frick, from the View of Stran- 
gers. Now I fiand as it were on the Top 
of a high Mountain, from whence I rake 
a clear Projpect of thoſe. fair Regions, Inha- 
bired by Blacks. , E ſurvey the Paradiſes of 
the Torrid Jone, a molt fertile and populous 
Climate ; though blind Artiquity could nor 
diſcern a Blade of Graſs growing there, 
nor any of Humane Race fetching their 
Breath, 

My Mind revels in perfect Volnptvout- 
neſs, and all the Facultics of my Soul ban- 
quer, on the Contemplation of that moſt 
Delectable. Precinct of the World. Oh 4- 
Frick ! Thou may'ſt be called the Bazar or 
Mevcat, where Nature exhibits all her choi- 
ceſt Wonders. Thy Mountains are higher 

han. the Clouds ; their Tops are inacceſii- 
le. They approach the Borders of Paradiſe. 
On them: fall the Rivers of Edex in mighty 
Cataracts. 'The Noiſe of the Precipitate 
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Warers is heard afar off, like the Sound of 
Remore Thunders. Ir deafens the Ears, and 
aſtoniſhes rhe Minds of Mortals. The Am- 
birious undergrowing Rocks are proud of the 
Glorious Caſcade; and envy thoſe that ſhoot 
up above them which receive the Sacred 
Flood at the Firſt Hand, from the very Wings 
of Gabriel. 

Happy are the Valleys which lic beneath, 
and are Yearly impregnated by the Heavenly 
Deluge. The grateful Fields and Plains in 
humble Acknowledgment, make their Re- 
turns of Corn and Fruits in due Seaſon. 
The Marſhes of Epypr, are as the Gardens of 
Afia ; the Banks of the: Nile, as the Fenced 
Seminaries of Babylon, fragrant and a- 
bounding in all Sorrs of Vegetable Delica- 
cies. 

My Hearr is raviſh'd with rhe Speculation 
of rheſe Things, I am full as rhe Moon, and 
cannor utter my Sentiments in Order, Vi- 
fions of Ethiopia, Merocco, Fez, and the 
Land of Archers invade my Eyes. I behold 
the Beautiful Provinces of the South in a 
Trance : I ftand gazing in Extafie on the 
ſhady Groves of Benin and Arder, - the 
Haunts of lovely D.emons, the Geniz of the 
Upper Element ; who daily deſcend to thoſe 
Refreſhing Solitudes, and converſe with their 
Younger Brethren, Incarnare Morzal Demons, 
the Sons of Men. | | 4 

I conſider with Admirarion. the Monſters 
of Africk., the Creatures of the- Sun - and 

Slime, 
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Slime. With Contemplative Horror, I draw 
near the Dens of Dragons ; the Putlieu of 
Crocodiles, and other Amphibious Animals, 
which lurk among the Reeds of Nile and 
Niger, to trapan with feigned Cries the Un- 
wary Traveller. 

In fine, I am mov'd with ſuperlative De- 
vorion and Joy, when I peruſe thy accurate 
Deſcription of the Principal Moſque art. Fez. 
Merthinks I ſee the Stupendous Fabrick ma- 
king its lofry Advances toward Heaven. My 
Eyes revere the Holy and Magmiick Stru-- 
ture, on the out-lide adorn'd with ſtately 
Towers and Minarers, and covering Fifteen 
Hundred Paces in its Circuit, But when 
my Fancy enters in by any of the One and 
Thirty Gates by Nighr, I am dazl'd with 
the Inſupporcable Splendor of ſo many Thou- 
fand Lamps, as burn within that moſt Illu- 
ftrious Temple, TI admire with proportionate 
Veneration, the Character thou giveſt of all 
the other Magnificences in that Ancient and 
Noble Ciry; with whatſoever elſe thou ſay'ſt 
of the whole Kingdom, and the Adjacent 
Regions, 

Fo Anſwer to thy Requeſt, I will in another 
Letter fend thee a ſhort Pourrraicture and 
Hiſtory of Conſtantinople ; bur now I am in- 
terrupted by Company. Belides, my Lerter 
would be too long. 

I beſeech thee to cheriſh that Friendſhip 
which thou haſt - hitherto ſhew'd me; and 
let me' have the: Honour of thy _—_— 
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Converſation by Letters. For though I live 
in a Populous City, yer my, Lite ſeems like 
that of an Owl or a Pelican of the Defart, ex- 
tream Solitary and Dejeched. 


Paris, 19th. of the 3d, Moon, 
of the Tear 1673. 


tm 


LEE XV. 
To the Same. 


Uch is the Zeal I have to demonſtrate 
how highly I value thy Friendſhip, thar 
I would not ſuffer this Pe? ro eſcape withour 
gratifying thy Expectations. I juit now di- 
miſsd my Company, and having Time 
enough, will entertain thee with an Ab{fract 
of what I know to be moſt Remarkable in 
the State of Confantinople, borh at preſent 
and in Ancient Times, | 
In the fir Phace, it will be convenient for 
thee tro know, That this City was formerly 
called Byzantium, from one Byzas, Admiral 
of the Spartan Fleet, under Parfanias the King 
of Sparta, who laid the firſt Foundations of 
it, + The Story; is 3bifs «oi $924 6 | 
In Old Time [the Grecraxs baviug a;Mind 
to build a New City in ſome Part af Thrace, 


and 
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and being ar Odds about rhe Choice of a 
Spor of Ground ſuirable ro ſo Grear and Im- 
portant an Undertaking, rhey at laſt zgreed 
ro conſult the Oracle of Apollo, They did 
fo, and were. anſwer*d, That they ſhould lay 
the Foundations of the City right over again#t 
the Blind Men : For fo the Inhabitants of 
Chalcedon were call'd , becanſe when they 
were upon the ſame Defign of Founding a 
New City, they cou'd 'not difcern between 
the Fertility of rhe Soil on that Side the Pro- 
pontis, where Conſtantinople now ſtands ; 
and the Barrenneſs and Defarr-State of rhe 
Ground where they built, on the other 
Side. 

Pauſanias therefore buſying his Mind abour 
theſe Things, and pirching right upon the 
Senſe of the Oracle, caus'd the Foundations of 
the City to be laid exactly over againſt Cha/- 
cedon : And when it was finiſh'd it was call'd 
Byzantium, as I have ſaid, from Byzas, who 
had the Over-ſight of the Work. 

Ir retain'd this Name many Years and 
Ages, flouriſhing in a high Degree among 
the other Ciries of Greece and Thrace, being 
efteem'd the Gare of Europe and Aſia, b 
which the Murual Commerce of both tho 
Quarters of the Earth was interchangeably 
held np. 

Bur afrer the Days of the Meſſias, there 
aroſe an Emperor of Rome, whoſe Name was 
Conſtantine. This Prince, as it is Recorded 
in Roman Hiftories, faw a Viſion in the _ 
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when he was at the Head of his Army, 
marching againſt Licinius, and: preparing ro 
give Battle. He and all his Soldiers beheld 
the Figure of a Croſs, with theſe Words 
plainly engraven in the Firmament : In hoc 
Signo vinces, Conſtantine took this for a 
Good Omen, and caus'd a Standard of Sil 
ver to be made exactly afrer the ſame Form : 
To which he appointed Fifty Standard- 
bearers, to carry it by Turns, and to guard 
it : For it was exceeding Rich, being em- 


' boſs'd all over with Rubies, Diamonds, 


Pearls, and other Precious Jewels of the 
Orient, He built a Pavilion alſo for the Glo- 
rious Idol ; and being inſtructed in the Chr;- 
ftian Law by Euſebrus Pamphilus, and other 
Learned Mol/ah's, he was ar laſt Baptiz'd by 
Sylveſter the Pope. 

This Great Monarch, as the Story goes, 
being very Pious, and having conceivd a 
Profound Veneration for Pope Sylveſter, left 
him the Dominion of Rome, and a Great 
Part of 1taly, whilſt he remov'd the Impe- 
rial Court to the EaF, and took up his Re- 
fidence at Byzantium, which he augmented 
with Innumerable Starely Edifices-; ftrivin 
if poTible, ro equal it with-the Majeſty and 
Grandeur of Rome. He collected wharſo+ 
ever was Precious and Beauritul in all the 
Eaf, to adorn the City withal : Witneſs 
the Palaces of Superb Architecture , the 
Admirable Heighth and Form of Diverſe 
Obelisks. and Pillars, all made of Marble, 
Porphyry, 
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Porphyry, or Jaſper. Nor to infiſt on the 
Prodigious Strerigth and Firmneſs. of the 
Walls, the Cofltly Aquedudts, with other 
gerviceable Things. Ar laſt, that he mighr 
conſecrate himſelf ro Immortal Renown, he 
call'd this Ciry by his own Name, Conſtant:- 
nople, or, the City of Conſtantine : By which 
Name ir is known even to this Day. Ir 
was alſo called New Rome, after it once be- 
came the Seat of the Chriſtian Emperours : 
In whoſe Pofſeflion it remain'd; ti!l it was ta- 
ken by Mahomet II. Invincible Emperour of 
the Ottomans, in the Year 1453, according 
to the Epocha of the Nazarenes; on the 
_- Day of the Week which they call Pen- 
tecoſt, 

It had been a Grand Neglect .and Over- 
fight in any Prince ſo Potent and Politick as 
Mahomet was, to ſuffer fuch an Opportuni-- 
ty to eſcape as Fortune offer'd him, of ta-- 
king the moſt Opulent and Glorious City. 
in the World : For there was an Irreconci- 
lable Schiſm broke forth berween the Chur- 
ches of the Eat and Weft, There were 
Two or Three Popes at the ſame time, quar- 
relling in Rome for the Supremacy.; there 
was a War of Fifry Years ſtanding be- 
tween the French and the Engliſh, which. 
unhing'd all the Courts in Europe. The 
Chriſtians had long before, by dear-boughr 
Experience, ( the Loſs of many Hundred 
Thouſand Men, and Infinite Sums of Mo-- 
ney, conſum'd in thoſe yain and raſh way A 


ditions, which they Sanctined with rhe ſpe- 
C10us 
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cious Title of the Holy War ;) found, thar it 
was not eafie to wreft one Town of Strength 
out of rhe Hands of the Tenacious Muſſuk 
mans ; much leſs to defend ir long, or fave 
their moſt important Ciries from rhe Fury of 
a Turkiſh Reprizal. They were fick and 
ſurfeired -with the. Viſionary Stuff of Peter 
the Hermit ; and all Illuminato's like him, 

rew /our of Faſhion. Every Prince and 
Bare in Weſtern Chriſtendom, began to mind 
their own Intereſt, No more Emhuſiaſtick 
Tales of rhar Kind wou'd go down: Fhe 
Grear Ones had open'd their Eyes, | 

Beſides, he that was then Empercur of 
Greece, Conſtantinus Paleologus, was look'd 
upon by the Chriſtians, as a Tyrant, rhe 
Off-ſpring of Tyrants and Ufurpers. The 
Grecians till rerain'd the Black Memoirs of 
thoſe horrid and nefandous Tragedies, ated 
by Mzchael Andronicu, Fohn, and Manuel, 
the Predecefſors and Anceftors of this Con 
ftantine, And they had ſuch a particular 
Averfion for his Government, that rhough 
there were Infinite Treaſures of Gold and 
Silver in the Hands of the Rich Citizens of 
Conſtantinople, when that City was befieg'd 
by Mahomet II. yer:no Man wou'd part with 
the leaſt Sum of Money, to ſupport the 
Publick Cauſe-: Bur choſe rather in a kind of 
revengeful and deſperate Sullenneſs, to fall 
into the Hands of' the Victorious Ofmnans, 
than ro afford their Hatred Sovereipn any 
Relief. | 


Thus 
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Thus fell that Queen of Cities, rhe Glory 
of all the Eaſt, ander rhe Power of our Pu- 
iffanr Emperours, in whoſe Pofſeflion it” re- 
mains to this Day ; and may it fo remain, 
till the Moon ſhall be in her laſt Wane, and 
the Sun fhall ceaſe ro ſhine on the World. 

In the mean Time, I will entertain thee en 
Paſſant, as the French call it, with a ſhort View 
of the Chief Magnificences in Conſtantinople. 

- That which firſt draws the Admirartion of 
Travellers, is the Glorious Structure of San- 
Ra Sophia, a Temple conſecrated ro rhe Erer- 
nal WISDOM, by which the Worlds were 
made : Builr by the Emperour Fuſtinian with 
inimitable Magniticence ; though afterwards 
Spoil'd and Plunder'd of its chiefeft Orna- 
ments, by the greedy Soldiers of Mabomet IL 
whom TI have ſo ofren mention'd ; and Six 
Parts of it entirely ſubverred by ſucceeding 
Emperours. 

Piry it was, if furious and ill-grounded 
Superſtition was the Cauſe of ſuch deplora- 
ble Ruines, Whar can be ſaid of thofe who 
demoliſh'd the Sub-Fana of the Third Tem- 
ple, celebrated in the Univerſal Hiſtory of 
the World 2 That of Diana at Epheſus, 
'ris true, was the Partern ; yet 'twas not 
much beyond ir. Schelomo's boaſted Fane 
at. Fernuſalem , without Iron Pins or Nails, 
or other Work of the Hammer , excell'd 
bur a lirtle in the Artifice 'and Symmetry. 
Indeed, the Luftre of Sien's Moſch, was 
more Radiant and Glorious in Werkman- 
ſhip of Geld, the Walls and Flcor being 

over- 
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over-laid with that Meral, and the Roof on 
the: our-ſide was, as it were, ſtudded with: 
Spikes of Beaten Gold fo thick, rthar there 
was not Room for a Bird to- perch berween 
them. And this was done to prevent the 


Prophanartion of the Temple by rheir muting: 


on it. 

When the Sun ſhone in his full ſtrength, the 
covering of the Temple thus. adorn'd, look'd 
like a Firmamenar glittering with innumera- 
ble Stars.. 

Bur to return to the Moſch of Santa So- 


ph:a, ler us conſider it in irs Primitive Stare, 


and we ſhall find ſome Excellent Curioſities, 
Among the Reſt, there was a Candleſtick 
or Sconce of Beaten. Gold , ſo admirably 
contrivd , That it ſpontaneouſly fed the 
Bowls of . Seven Branches with- a conſtant 


Stream of Oil, which by equal Meaſures 


flow'd into them, from the Hollow of the 
Shaft. So thar if the Flame but of one 
fingle One , had wanted Aliment, all the 
Reſt muſt have been extinguiſh'd at the 
ſame Time. 


The Walls of this Glorious Moſch, with-- 
in and. withour, preſent the- Eye with no-- 


thing bur White Marble , Porphyry., and 
other Precious Stones. The Roof is of a 
Prodigious Height, cover'd with Lead with- 
out, bur proudly Oltentous of its inward 


Cieling, which is divided into Vaults and Ar- 


ches richly adorn'd with Golden Fret-work ; 


and m_ by Pillars of Cyprian Jaſper,. 


pureſt White Marble, and Porphyry, There 


IS 
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is a Marble Stone in the Moſque, had in great 
Reverence by the True Faithful, becauſe 
the Tradition goes, That on it Mary, the 
Mother of Jeſus, waſh'd the Infant-Prophet's 
Linen. 

There are alſo under the Moſque, Innume- 
rable Vaulrs or Oratories, full of Altars.and 
Sepulchres : Bur there is no Acceſs ro them, 
in Regard the Doors are walled up. 

In a Place not far from theſe, you find Ten 
huge Veſſels full of Oyl, relerv'd there ever 
ſince the Days of Conſtantine the Great, yet re- 
mains Uncorrupred, being of Colour White 
like Milk. Iris an Inexpiable Crime for any, 
bur the Grar# Signior's Phylicans or Surgeons, 
ro ule or touch it. And they compound cer- 
rain Medicaments with it, for the Service of 
him and his Serasr!. | 

Now I remember what I have. read in 
a yery Authentick H:i/torian, concerning an 
Oyl made by certain Holy Perſons who only 
had the Secret of it. As the Srory goes, 
it was extracted from the Leaves and Chi 
of Wood which are found floating in the 
Rivers that deſcend out of Paradiſe. This 
Oyl they compounded with other Ingredi- 
ents, and performed Cures therewith, which 
were eſteemed Miraculous, It was ſent 
from one Prince to another, as , a Sacred 
and Invaluable Treaſure, Till at laſt it 
came into the Hands of the Eaſtern Patri- 
archs, who preſided over the Chriſtians of 
the Greek, Armenian, and Egyptian Chur- 
ches ; Who pretend to the only true My- 
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ftery and Power of making it at this very 
Day. And thar though the Ancient Popes of 
Rome, were formerly preſented with a Year- 
ly Portion of.ir ſo long as they remain'd in 
Communion with the Patriarchs of the 
Eaſt ; yer after Vitor had once made the 
Fatal Schiſm, which never cou'd be healed 
ſince, the Holy Favour was denyed to his 
Succeſſors : Who inſtead of the Orivinal Ge- 
nuine Oil, were forc'd ro counterfeit it nfing 
a Spurious Unguent, to preſerve the Aurho» 
riry of their Religious Sacraments. And 
hence, rhey ſay, it comes to paſs, that few 
or *none are ever healed by the Extreme Un- 
Aion of the Latin Church. * 

God knows, whether this be Trath or no. 
Bur I am apt to think, That the Ten Jarrs 
of Oil before-menrioned, which he under the 
Meoſch of Aja-Sophian, are Reliques of the An- 
cient Patriarchs of Conſtantinople ; who had 
the Secret of compounding the Myfterious 
Extract. | 

From the Place where theſe Veſſels are 
| kept, yon deſcend into” the -Dormitories of 
Royal Ottoman Carcaſſes, the Sons of our 
Renowned Emperoys. ' From thence you pdls 
inro T'wo Caverns; One leading direly tro 
the: Seraglio, the Other exrending it ſelf un- 
der the Buildings of rhe City, by a vaſt long 
Tract of Ground, T know no Uſe there is 
at przſenr of the Former Cave: Bur the Lat- 
ter ſerves for a Work-Room, to! certain poor 
Salk-Spinſters,  - + 
DE - Han 
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This Letter wou'd be roo tedious, if I 
ſhould deſcribe all the other Moſchs, and 
Buildings of Note in Conflantinople. Where- 
fore not to tire thee, I will reſerve what re- 
mains tro be ſaid of that Glorious City, for 
other Diſpatches. $1 

In the mean Time, with an Afﬀectionate 
Conge of my Soul I bid thee Adieu : Praying 
God to let thee crop the choiceſt Flowers of 
Humane Hora 


Paris, 14th. of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1673, 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 


Nov I will perform the Promiſe I made 

thee long ago ; which was, to preſent 
thee with an Idea of the different Strength 
and Policies of theſe Nazarene Kingdoms and 
States : Wherein, I will begin with Germany, 
which 1s, as it were, the lait Retrenchment 
of the Declining Roman Empire. 

The Annals affirm, That in the Reign of 
Charles V.” when the Muſſulmans Invaded Au- 
ftriawith Innumerable Forces, that Emperour 
oppos'd them with an Army of goooo Foor, 
and 30000 Horſe. Maximilian II. went be- 
yond him, and rais'd 100000 Foor, and 35000 
Horſe. Neither was Corn dear in fo vaſt an 
Army. Ir is certain, That the German Em- 
' perour can, upon Occaſion, ſend into the Field 
200000 expert Soldiers. It is moreover ob- 
ſerv'd, That from the Year 1560 of the Chri- 
ſtians Hegyra,even to thele preſent Times, there 
has been no War between France, Spain, and 
the Netherlands, wherein many Thouſands of 
Germans have nor ferv'd, 


Their 
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Their- Beſt Infantry is gather'd our of Ba" 
varia, Auſtria and Weſtphalia : And their 
Choiceſt Cavalry come our of Brunſwick, 
Fuliers and Frankendal, Both Foot and 
Horſe'fight 'berrer, and more ſucceſsfully, in 
an Open Plain, or Field, than in Narrow, 
Covert Places; ſuch as Lanes, and Woods, 
&c. © For they are nor good at Taking Ad- 
vantages of Ground, or at Politick Skir- 
miſhes, and Cunning Ambuſcades. They 
have not Patience to lie long waiting the E- 
nemy's' Motions, neither care they ro divide 
their Main Body into Fragments, or Derach- 
ments ; bur they love to wedge themſelves all 
together, in form of a Triangle, and ſo march 
with Grave and Slow Pace, that ſo they may 
break through their Enemies, and confound 
their Order, which they eſteem a certain Step 
ro Victory. They fight berrer alſo under a 
Foreign Commander, than a General of their 
own Nation. They cannot endure the Hard- 
ſhips and Afictions of a Long Siege ; bur 
when once they begin to ſmart for Want of 
Proviſions, they ſoon Capirulate, and Sur- 
render, 'Neither have they more Patience 
in 4 'Camp, to bear the Injuries of Weather : 
Biit they make haſte to fer upon the Enemy, 
and' decide rhe Rn in a Pirch'd Combar : 
Wherein, if their Firſt Or-ſer fail, they ſeem 
like Men Stupified, Aſtoniſh'd, or ina Trance ; 
not knowing whether they had beſt ro renew 
the Afault, or to fly : And, if they once fly, 
there' is no Rallying them again. ' Yer thele 
Armies are nut rais'd withour a'vaſt'Expence, 


Q nor 
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nor maintain'd. without a greater.,.. being 
cumber'd with a Train of Women, Children, 
and Servants:3 who conſume the Proyifiony 
of the, Soldiers,” fo that many Times. they 
fares for want of, Common Ammupiion- 

read. bbc] r1oend 

Their Horſes may be call'd rather Strang, 
- than Sprightly, and, Bold ; being, for the 
moſt part, taken from the Plough,, or 
other -Rural 'Drudgeries. In a Word, they 
are like. their Riders, Flegmarick. apd. Dull ; 
having this, allo peculiar. in their. Copſtiru- 
Son, that ar the Sight:of Blood, they: rink, 
and are ready,ta faint ; Whereas, the! Spani/l 
ris gather freſh.Courage from this, Spe- 
CIS. 


by Sea ; bur they, ſeldom make ule of them, 
unleſs is be againſt the Daxer and, Surges, 
Beſides all this, thejr. Auxiliary Armies are 
nor .to be forgot, which they receive. from 


Ttalzav Princes, from the Nukes. of Sgvoy and: 


Lorrain, and ſometimes: from the 'Truſty 
SurſJes. F 
. Bur. there.are 'T'wo. Things chiefy want- 
ivg in this Empize, amidf{t, all: irs Numexous 
Farces : One is Dniry.angl 
the Subjects ; Another is, 2, Fix'd Refolurign 
and Readineſs, to Y e any;, Thing of 
Jealous of the N i ergy 
ealous Nei rang Princes, . An 
theſe again give 'enq Cheabon, ro ſiiſpect;their 
Power, and hare. thew, Intereſt, which: they 
lo often, employ againk the, by Iacroaghn 
() ing 


The Germans alſa have conſiderable Forces: 


Concord among; 


owns .ar6 always. 


| 
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ing on their Privileges: Then the Catholicks, 
and Proteſtants are always quarrelling : And 
one. Se of Proteftants, perpernally Perſecu. 
ring another. Hence ir falls onr,, Thar the 
Princes - go ſo unwillingly and rarely to the 
Diers:' And when they come there; they fpirr 
out ſo: muck. Time in adjuſting their private 
Prerenſions, Claims, and: Privileges; in 
forming of State-Ceremonies z and'in dehbe- 
rating concerning the Publick Good, whilit' 

one contradicts his Neighbour,. and 
labours' with all his Might to eftabliſh his own; 
Opinion, and get it paſs'd into a Decree, by: 
the Sanction' of the Diet ;. thar before they - 
come to any Reſolves, an Expedirious and 
Porent Enemy might ruſh into the Heart of 
rhe Country; and even take all rhefe Northern 
Blockheads Prifoners. 

The: German | Empire is Elet#oe';' and the: 
Power of chuling Ceſar, is in the Hands” 
of Seven Prin:cs, Theſe are Firſt, the 
Avrchbiſhop' of Mentz , Grand Chancellor of 
the Empire ; in whoſe Cuſtody are the 4r- 
chives and Decrees of the German Diets. 
The Second is, the Archbiſhop of Triers or 
Treves, Great- Chancellor of .the Empire for 
France. The Third: is., the Archbrſbop of 
Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire for 
Italy. The Fourth'is, the King of Bobemia, 
Cop-Bearer to the Emperor, The Fifth is, 
the County Palatine of the Rhine, Maſter of 
the Imperial Palace, The Stxth 1s, the! Duke 
of Saxony, Maxſhal ' or Sword-bearer to the 
Emperer, The Seventh and laftis, the-Mar- 
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quis of Brandenburg, Great Chamberlain or 
Treaſurer of the Empire. 

There are reckon'd 25 Polstich Princes, or 
Dukes in the Empire, 6 Marquiſſes, 5 Lant- 
graves, 9 Archbiſhops, and Biſhops 47, Abbots 
who enjoy the Title and Dignity of Princes 
12, Abbots of a Lower Degree 52. --With In- 
numerable Others, roo redious to be nam'd. 
They reckon alſo 82 Counts of Principal 
Note, befides many-of a Meaner Figure. 
They. number 49 Barons and Free Lords, 
go” Hans-Towns, and 10 Circles of rhe Em. 

ire, 

i In the German Dzets, this Order is-obſery'd : 
When the Emperor is plac'd in the Throne, the 
Archbiſhop of Triers takes his Place juſt over- 
againſt him: He of Ment; firs next to the 
Emperor, on his Right Hand ; the Second 
Place belongs to the King of Bohemia ; and 
the Third ro the Count Palatine of the Rhine. 
On the Emperor's Left Hand, the Archbiſhop 
of Colen takes the Firſt Place ; the Duke of 
Saxony the Next ; and the Marquis of Bran- 
denburg the Third, 

The Hans-Towns, which acknowledge go 
other Lord but the Emperor, are govern'd by 
their own Municipal Laws and Privileges. In 
ſome of them, the Common People bear Rule ; 
in-others, a Mixture of the Commons and No- 
bles ; and many of them wholly obey the 
Nobility. 

No Man falutes by the Title of Emperor, 
him whom the Princes have Elected to thar 
Dignity, till he be Crown'd by. the Pope, or 

| Mp" 


Vol.VII. « Spx at PARIS. 347 


Mufti of Rome. They call” him Ceſar, or 
King of- the Romans, or King of Germany ; 
bur not Emperor, 'tilt the Coronation is finiſh'd, 
Nor does: the . Emperor, even after he is 
Crown'd, and Eftabliſh'd in the Throxe, ex+ 
ercjle an Abſolute Power in all Things ; Aft- 
fairs of Importance being generally refer'd ro 
the Publick Diets or Divans of the Empire ; 
where the Eleftoral . Princes deliberate all 
Things: On whom: the very. Power of the 
Emp-ror himſelf: depends. | 

Theſe Diers are very confusd'and tedious, 
in Regard the Princes ſeldom appear there in 
their own Perſons, but-ſend their Embaſſadors 
and- Deputies, who yet have nor Full Power 
to..conclude any Thing withour: Particular 
Orders from: their Reſpective Maſters. - So 
that a- Prodigious Deal of Time is taken up 
in ſending Couriers to inform the Princes of all 
Emergent Counſels and Tranſactions, and in 
waiting for their Expreſs Inſtructions, and 
Anſwers again. 

In a Word, Conſidering the Diverſity of 
Intereſts carried on by rhe Eleforal Princes, 
their Mutual Feuds and Difſentions, Do- 
meftick Animoſities, and Foreign Engage- 
ments, . both on Religious and Politich ke: 
counts ; 'ris a Miracle that rhis Tortterivg 
Empire ſtands ſo long, and does not fall. to 
Ruin : Eſpecially being environ'd, and almoſt 
_ continually affaulred by Three Potent Ene- 
mies ; the King of Sueden, the King of France, 
and our Invincible Monarch. Nor to mens \ 
tion the Frequent Incurfiens of the Moſcovites 
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and Tartar; the Revolts of the Hungarians, 
Franſivanians, Boſnians, Croats, and other 
Nations which - are - counted Members. of 
the German Empire, Bur he abounds in Men 
and Money, with all other . Neceflaries to 
ſupport his- Wars: There nut being a more 
Rich and, Populous Region .on Earth than 
Germany. 

Sage Hamet, when the derermined Period 
is conc, God''will -abaſe the Pride :of rheſe 
Infidels by the Hands of the True Belzevers : 
Ihe Riches of the 7}? ſhall become the Spoil 
of Eaſtern Hero's ; and the Poſterity of Shem 
ſhall rake Roor in rhe Cities of Fapher. 

May 'it thou live rill thar Time, ro-rri-. 
umph im the Glory of the Honfe of 1/mae/,when 
they ſhall be exalred more .than in the Ages 
that-are paſt. - | | 


Paris, gth. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1673. 
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LETTER XVI 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the- 
Grand Signior; 


FHY Memory is like the Smell of Tn- 
cenſe'; ' refrething as Wine of Tenedos 
in 'a Goblet of -pure Gold, When my 
Heart is almo't dead with Melancholy ; 
When I'can find -no Pleaſure in Canyon 
abroad, and" the very Elements of which 
am made, Frown upon me; when the Time 
of Night forces me ro come home Sighing 
#$-to' @ Priſon, and the Hangings 'of my 
Bed-Chamber - tok-. dnl, and ſeem 'to be 
painred with horrid Tragetics: In a Word, 
when every Thing in Narure. appears in 
an angry*threatning Fir, then I think of thee, 
my Friend; and thar Thought relieves me. 
Thy beloved 'Idex is a perfect Taliſman, 
working: Wonders in my Son!. Ir Charms 
or 'Countercharttis, as my Occaſions do re- 
quire, No. Fears; or Griets, or other' Me- 
lancholy Pafſions dare abide its Erergy : As 
foon as it appears, each baneful Thought is 
gone ; the Troops: of ſad Chimera's vaniſh 
like the Morning Miſts. before the Sun. 
Thou 'arr as' a ftrong Tower ot Fortreſs; 
where T'can rake Sanctuary from -my Ene- 
mes "At Inipregnable Citradel ſeared on 
the. Top of @ high Rock: From whence 
LS: ] can + 
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I can look down with Scarn on my Perſe- 
cutors beneath ? poſſefling my {lf in per- 
fect Security; La, | A 

I dare not ſo much as vent my Thoughts 
to another, tho' a Muſſulman, for fear of 
ſome unroward Conſequence : So Induſtri- 
ous 1s the Malice of moſt -Men ; ſo vigilant 
and ſtudious for an Opportuniry of doing 
Miſchief. And as - for thele  Infiqe/s,; 'my 
Converſation is, for the moſt part, Hi/?rioniek, 
I am conſtrain'd to act ro the Life, ;a yery 
Zealous Chriſtian, and a Catholick ; When, 
God knows, my Heart keeps not time with 
my Exteriour Actions and Words. . Not 
but thar there are Scepticks , among. the 
Chriſtians, as well as among, the, True- Br/5c- 
vers: Burt they-are generally very ,private 
and reſery'd : For open Blaſphemy, or whar 
1s repured ſa here, is certainly puniſh'd with 
Death. x. 1449 

I ſometimes meet with Ingenious and 
Candid Souls, with whom I can, diſcourſe 
freely, and like a Man that doubgs : of many 
Things, which - others currantly .belieye, 
Yer we dare not truſt each other roo far, ;nor 
the very Air into which our Words vaniſh, 
after ir has help'd ro form 'em ; le ſome 
fly envious Demon ſhou'd catch the tran- 
fient ſound, and reverbrate the yer articu- 
lared Body of Particles which made it, intq 


Tome Inquifitive Ear, to ruin us. For there 


are certain. . bylie Goffiping Eccho's,.. (cat- 

rer'd np and down the: Elements, which are 

always liſtning .ro the Words ' of Morraly 
| n 
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And if the ſpighrful Eves can bur take Hold 
of any Syllable, ro do a Man an - Injury, 
they are big till they have vented ir. Yer 
they make no Shew or Noiſe, bur whiſper 
out their Tales in Secret; ſomerimes in 
Dead of Night, when Men are faſt aſleep ; 
at other Times when they are deeply muſing 
on the hidden Things of Nature. For, *ris 
only to the Wiſe, the Sage, the Noble, and 
the Great, that they reveal theſe Paſſages, 
becauſe 'ris ſuch alone have Ears to hear 
them. - They haunt the Bed-Chambers- of 
Kings and Princes, to tell them- News in 
Dreams. They are the- fwifteſt- Couriers in 
the World : For they have - Wings, and 
fly from Court to Court, and from: one 
Climate to another, in a Moments Time. 
They are always buzzing in the Ears of 
Stateſemen and great ' Politicians, ro whom 
they ſhew- the Dark Intrigues of Foreign 
and Domeſtick Enemies. Thus are Con- 
ſpiracies and Plots of Rebels oft diſcover'd, 
though manag'd never ſo ſecretly. They viſit, 
now and then, the Cloſers of Philoſophers, 
and ſuch as love the Sciences : Men of ab- 
ftracted Souls ; whoſe Thoughts are volatile 
and pure, their fancies lively and vegere. 
To theſe they unfold the covert Myſteries 
of Nature, and ſhew them Things to come; 
They frame the Idea's of remote unknown 
Event, which they imprint upon the- Du- 
ctile Minds of Prophets and Holy Men : 
Inſpiring them with ſtrange and unaccoun:- - 
table Preſages of what ſhall ſhortly happe 
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ro themſelves or others, whether it be Good 
or. Evil. For. theſe - Buſie-Bodies are the 
Daughters of the World's great Soul ; and 
they inherit an Uniyerſal Senſe and Feeling 
of whatſoever happensin the Elements, "Tis 
rrue, ſome Knowledge they acquire by Study 
and Obſervation, even as we Mortals do ; 
bur ar a far ſwifter Rate, Their Airy | Bo- 
dies de not ſo oppreſs their Intellectual Fa- 
culries, as our groſs Hulks of Fleſh do ours. 
We're forc'd to Dig and Plough, to Sow and 
Harrow for {mall Returns of Science, Our 


| Soil is barren, it muſt be manur'd and cul- 


tvated with Art and Coſt, before it yields 
a. tolerable Harveſt of what deſerves the 
Name of Solid Knowledge. But theſe de- 
ſecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to 
do,bur to be meerly paſſive, and they ftreighr 
fearn every thing: For the Erernal Sapi- 
ence wanders through the Univerley to ſeek 
out ſuch as will or can imbibe her free Im- 
preijon. She voluntarily ſlides into recep- 
tive Souls, and fills them with her ' Rays. 
Thus the Sublimer Genzs of the Air, bask in 
an open Orb of Intellectual Light, becaule 
they are embodied in the moſt refined and 
pus Matter ; Whereas we Mortals muſt 
thankful for her Illuminations by Retail. 
She only ſhines on us through Chincks and 
Cranies of our Dungeon Fleſh: and yet 
but ſeldom ſo in dire&t Beams, Few Men 
can boaſt thar Privilege. The greateſt Part 
walk only in the Uncertain Twilight of Opi- 
ruon ; or at beſk in the faint languid Glim- 
merings 
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merings of Humane Reaſon, - which like the 
Moon, conveys the Original Light of Science. - 
to us byiRefieion;, .and- at Second Hand. 
We're fain to learn fr®m Books, from Con-- 
verſation and Experience, | 
Hats; thou wilr pardon the Con- - 
fuſedneſs and. waht of Order in/this Letter, 
when thou ſhalt conſider the Force of Melan- 
--« _ firſt prompred me ro. write it. 
Fo rage aw B 
rk gloo on - 
ferent Paſſions aired to juftle one againſt an- - 
other in my-tronbl'd| Mind ; I knew nor how - 
roeſcape the Tempeſt beter chan by wekiny ” 


' to thee, :mly Learned Fri 


ow my Cireumftthces; For. w renew f 
kn&w:not;what to lay 5 but 'rwas an Eaſe 
ro write at fandom,aty Thing ro beach my 
Heart, and ventilare my Spleen, Burthe Spe- 
citick Remedy of my-Grief, -conlitted in ad- 
drefling. to: thee, my Dear Phyic;an, whote 
very Remembrance is a Catholicon, proof :a- 
gaindt al) my Maladies. . 

: Adieu,. thou' &ſculapins of the Ottomans, - 
and; live for . 


Paxis, the. 1 ky of the $th. Meon, - 
of the Yeav 1.673. 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Profeffor 
of Philoſophy at -Fez. 
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J Hou ſhalr ſee, 'Thar:T am a'\Man of my 
Word, and will keep' my Promiſe: For 
this Diſpatch contams a farther Deſcriptionof 
Conſtantinople ,, which "I engag'd ro preſent 
thee : with in: my laft; 25 £1 5445549 © 
- ThisFamous City is\Sixreen. Miles in-Cir- 
cuir, arid-comains'Nine- Hundred Thonfand 
Intdbirants, .”Tis divided inroThres Parts; 
by: the: Intercourſe of certain''Arms. of the 
Sea ; and. almoſt forms' rhe Figure of - a 
Triangle. The Walls are of an Incredible 
Height, - and; encompaſs :Seven” Hills: within 
their Extent. One is :near-the'Gyant Sip- 
nior's Serail : Another-is *inivthe'' Oppoſite 
Corner 'of . the'Ciry,' which leads to Adria- 
"_ Berween Two others, rhere-lies'a Plain, 
which is call'd the Grear Valley. In this is 
to be ſeen an Aqueduct of Admirable Con- 
trivance. and Structure, . the; Work'of Cor- 
ſtantine the Great , who by this convey'd 
Water to the Ciry from Seven Miles di- 
ſtance. Solyman II, augmented it, by open- 
ing a Current of Waters Two Miles beyond 
the Source of Conſtantinople, which run 
through 


r 
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throngh! Seveni Hundred and Forty - Pipes 
into.the Oiry;; . behdes rhoſe which ſerve the 
Moſques, the'Bathes, ' and -Houſes of ' Purifi- 
cation. 

Ar the Extremity of the Town 'is ſeen 
the Antique Building of a Fortreſs, which 
1s call'd, the: Caſtle of the Seven. Towers; & 
Work of Inimirable; Architecture, - There is 
a Garriſon in-it of 'Two Hundred” and: Fifty 
Saldiers; not :one_ of - which dares'.to ſer his 
Foot our -of the Caſtle-Gates., withour the 
Leave of theVizir Azem, unleſs it be on Two 
certain Days in the Year ; That is, the Firſt 
of. Beirdm, and Ramezan. 

0 this Place | nga the Ottoman Empe- 

us d' to lay their Treaſures of Gold 
2nd Silver, their Arms and Ammunition, theit 
Books, and whatſoever they efteem'd Pre- 
cious. Bur Amurat the Son of Selymus II. 
tranſlated all rheſe Things into the Serail ; 
where | they have. been kepr ever fince : And 
this Caſtle is ruri'd 'into a Prifonfor Kzngs 
and Princes taken Captives by the True Feicke 
ful;: asallo for Rebellious Baſſa's, - arid other 
Perſons of Qualiry. Here Core/qur, Vayved of 
Moldavia, was ſhut up in the Year 1617, of 
the Chriſtians Ara. And in the Year 1622, 
of the ſame/Dare, the Rebellious Fanizaries 
Impriſoned their Sovereign Lord, Sultan'O/- 
man, whom, afterwards they ſirangfd 1 in. the 
ſame Place. -.- 

There are above Two Thouſand Mofques, 


Orarorie and: Sepulchres within © the —_ 
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of - Conftantinople: F have already: defcrib'd - 
that of Aia-Sophian, | in my4aft.”'1c remains 
now, thar I ſpeak of Foar others, built by 
ſome of - our former Emperors. The Firſt and 
Chiefeft, was built by Sultan Mabomet II. to 
expreſs his Grartitude-.ro God for rhe Taking 
of. Conſtantinople. It is a*Magnificenr' Seru- 
&ure, raig'd ' according '40 the Patrerr-'6f 
Santla Sophia. Hecaus'd 's Hundred: ſtare= 
ty. Chambers to be 'built round”: abour It, 
borh for the Service of the Imaum's and Mol- 
lab's who belong to the Moſeb ; and for rhe - 
Entertainment of Strangers, ter them- be of 
what Nation or Religion foever.” He' rais'd 
alſo: Pifry other Chambers without theſe; for 
the Uſe of the .Poor : And endowed the 
Meſgue with Sixty Thouſand Dackars of ... 
Yearly Revenue. I* | | 
Fhe Second Moſque - was built by Baſs 
zet II. the Son of rhis Mahomer. The Third - 
was built by Selymus I, + Fhe © Fourth by Sel 
man the Mapnificent. The Three laft of theſe 
Princes lie buried each in his own* Mſ6b, 
under. Monuments of a Superb Figure :- Ini 
numerable Lamps burning. oyer them and 
round abour rhen, oy, an and Day, whilſt 
certain Molab's pray by Turns, 'withont 
ceaking, for the Health of the Departed Royaf 
Gannlaa is, 22-11 wrt 1-1 oentregfeml 
Bur the laſt of: theſe 'Mnſcbs' which: 'wys - 
builr, as I have faid, by Sultan Sohymman Tat 
exceeds all. the- ret,” and comes” 6t' ſhort 
of $444 Sophra, in the Richneſs of *Marble, 
Pore 
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Porphyry, and other excellent Materials, 

The Greeks have Forry Chitrches and Cha. 
pels in Conſtantinople , where they perform 
the Nazarene Worſhip. The Armenians have 
Four, Thoſe of the Latin Communion have 
with a College annexed ro it for a certain 
Number of Feſairs. This: is ſeated in Pe- 
ra, which is a kind of Suburb to Conftan- 


5; A 

e Fews have preat Liberty in the Tmpe- 
rial Ciry. Their Habitations are Contigu- 
ous, taking up Nine Principal Streets , 
and they have Eight and Thirty Syna- 
gogues. 

The Walls of rhe Ciry remain very en- 
tire,” and are double toward the Land. There 
are Nineteen Gares in them ; one of which is 
call'd the Holy Gate, in reſpect of a vaſt Mut- 
rirude of Chriſtian Saints who lie buried in 
a Chapel hard by ir. Ir was through this 
Gare that Mahomet II. made his Triumphant 
Entry into Conſtantinople, on Purpoſe, as it 
were, to prophane rhe repured San&iry of 
the Place, and inſult o'er their Falſe Gods; 
whilſt he came to eſtabliſh the Law and For- 
ſhip of the Only True God, Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, 

There are Abundance of 'Anrique Monu- 
ments in the City, as Pyramids and Obelisks 
of Admirable Figure and Contrivance.” ' In 
one Place, there are Three Serpents of Mar- 
ble, ſtretching themſelves ro rhe Heighr of 
Two Men, and murually twiſting _ 

| eac 
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each other. Fhe Report gnes, Thar 'theſe 
were erected by a Magician, at a Time when 
the Cirizens were much infeſted with Living 
Serpents, and. har by this Enchantment they 
were freed. | | 

One of theſe has a Wound in the Neck, 
which was given it by .Mahomet. H. when 
he rode - into .the Vanquiſh'd City, For, he 
beholding the Horrid Ido! , and guefling 
right, that ir was the Work of ſome Ma- 
ician, Was m_ "_ Holy Zeal _-_ In- 

ignation. erefore, couching his , 

and giving Spurs to his Horſe, he os fol 
Tilr againſt it , and wounded one of the 
Serpents in rhe Neck, -which is ſeen to this 
Day. ' 
Tn the ſame Pavement there ſtands a very 
Elegant Column of Ruſtick Workmanſhip, 
as they call ir: The Marbles of which it 
conſiſts, being faſtned rogerher without the 
Intervention of Mortar , Bitumen , or any 
other Cement. Ir has within, a winding 
Stair-Caſe, by which one may go up to the 
Top. 

Ia this Place, which is. calld the Hippo- 
drome, the 'Ottoman Grandees exercile them- 
ſelves on Horſeback, and ſometimes the 
Grand Signior himſelf : Eſpecially on great 
Feſtivals, 

Round about ir, there are above Two 
Thouſand little Shops of Taylors or Botch- 
ers, for the Ule of thoſe who would have 
their Garments mended , ſcowr'd and po- 
lih'd ar a {mall Price, And yet out of = 
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ſo. centemprible a-/Trade, the Grand Signiar 
receives aYearly Cuſtom of. Eleven Thou» 
ſand Jequins. By this thou may't rake an 
Eſtimare of, his other Revenues, which flow 
into his Coffers from .all Parts of o vaſt an 
Empire. 

There are above Fourty thouſand Ware- 
Houſes and Shops. of Merchants, Brokers, 
Pedlars, Huckſtars, and ſuch like Callings : 
Each- Trade having their proper Bazar, or 
Marker, according to the Qualiry of the 
Goods. they: fell, Bur there' is one more 
Eminent than. all the-reft, , which is called 
Bayſtyan ; where be Goldſmiths, Jewellers and 
ſuch: as deal. in any. manner of tine and coſt- 
ly ,.'Things,. This place is  environ'd with 
very ſtrong: Walls, Six Foart:Thick, and-- is 
ſhut up every' Night by - Four double Gates, 
and ar other Times, as Occaſion requires: 
So that ir-looks like a Little well fortified 
Fown. | 

In. this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery 
or. P:5axz4a nearly arch'd and ſnpported by 
Twenty Four Pillars. Under this, there 
are , abundance of lirtle —__ Six. Foot 
long, and Four in Breadth. Here all thoſe 

ecious Commodiries are expos'd to Sale 
on Tables or Counters, 'and with their 
Luſtre dazle the Eyes of ſuch as pals by, 

Thou may '{t: allo, conjecture at the vaſt 
Gains - of theſe-, Merchants, 'by-' the | Rates 
which they pay--to the Grand S:gnor,., only 
for their :Licenſe..ro' fell ir this Place. T 


have known one Man, that was my parti- 
cular 
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cular Acquainyghce,” pive Yearly Tw& Thou- 
ſand Franks tor' rhis Liberry ;' and he told 
me, Thar no-Man 'cou'd enjoy -the Freedom 
of the Place under that Price, urileſs he bad 
great Favour fhewn' him,” which 1s very rare; 
= even then it. wou'd not be. much aba-- 
red. | im | 
As one paſſes from this Marker one-way, - 
there ariſes a ſtately Column of Porphyry be- 
pirt in many Places: wirh Iron Hoops : And- 
lirtle diſtant you fee another more lofry than 
this : It is call'd the Hiſtorical Column, bes 
ing engraven all over with the Fipures of 
Men. In this alſo, rhere is a Stair-Caſe ro 
the Top, but muck''broken, and 'in Danger 
of falling; if it were not'ſtrenpthen'tl and{held 
roperher. with vat Hoops 6f Iron. 7 
The next Thing worthy 10 be ſeen, is the 
Old Palace of -Couſtantine the Great: Worthy 
I fay to be ſeen, only for irs Antiquity ; for 
It is no very Elegant Building ; yet it has 
this Commendation; That. it ttayds in the 
pureſt and moft wholſome Air-of the whote 


; ere. is another Marker alfo-wall'd "in; 
beſides that of rhe Goldſmiths, 5c. Which 
has a Piazza ſupported by Sixteen Pillars, 
In this are ſold all manner of- Silks. And a 
little way off from this, is the Bazar, where 
they ſell Slaves. S0o-great are the Gains of 
this Traffick, that rhole who-ufe' it; ' pay -r0 
the Grand Signior,” by way of Cuſtom, 'the 
Yearly Sym of Sixteen Thouſand Remuins. 
vv} | I ne” 
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The Vintners, Victualters, and Sutters; 
who fell Wine to the. Chriſtians and Fews, 
and privately to the Muſſu/mans,' pay Yearly 
Fifry - Eight Thouſand, Seven Hundred and 
Eighry Eight Zeqgyins. The very Fiſhermen. 
of Conſtantinople who live alor3 rhe Strand, 
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenry Nine Thou-- 
and Three Hundred Ninety Four Zequirts. 
The Corn-Marker, where all Sorts of Grfin, 
Pulſe; Meal and Flower are fold, pays Year- 
Iy into the Treaſury 14 Purſes of Money, 


| each Purſe being worch a Thouſand, Six 


Hundred, Thirry and Three Jequiris. The 
Epyptian Merchants, who bring their” Goods 
from [Alcaire to {ell them ar Cenſtantinopley 
pay 24 Purſes. The Fraught of all Forexgn 
erchant ' Ships, makes 180 Purſes of 
Gold. Ihave mention'd the Value of each 
Purſe before. The Great Shambles withour . 
the Ciry, pays 32 Purſes. There ſerve in 
this Place 200 Burchers, over whom there is 
a Prefet -or Maſter, without whoſe Confent 
no Man can kill any Beaſt, unleſs it be' in. 
the "Caſe of Corban. "Nay, fo great is the 
Authority of this Prefef, that the Fews them 
ſelves are forc'd ro ask his Leave ro kill their 
Beaſts after their own Faſhion. The Reaſon 
why the Shambles is withour the Ciry is for 
Purity ſake, left the Ciry be pollured with 

Blood. | 
It is Impoſlible to caſt up-the prodigious 
Revenue which ariſes to the Grand Signior 
from the Sale of Hungarian Sheep and Oxen 7. 
in the 1oth, and iith, Moons, Burt tion + 
may it 
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may*ſt comprehend thart it is very Grear,when 
ſometimes in-one Day's Time there are ſold 
25900 Oxen, and 40000 Sheep. 

' Neither is it more eafie to reckon up his 
Incomes from ths Sale of Houſes, Skifts, 
Galleys, Saicks, and bigger Veſſels. Be- 
fides, it would be roo tedious for one Eetrer: 


Whar ſhall. I ſay of the Trabute which the - 


Fews and Chriſtians pay, amounting Year- 
ly to-a- Prodigious Sum .of Money 2 Time; 
Paper, Ink, and Human Patience ir ſelf 
would fail, in rehearſing ſo many Particula- 
rities, 

Bur thou mayeſt frame a Regular: Judg- 
ment of the Immenſe Riches which: the 
Grand Signior is: poſſeſſed of ; when-thou 
ſhalr know, that there is a Mznt inthe 
Imperial City' where Four Hundred Men 
perperually labour in-coining new Money, ha- 
ving a Preſident or Overſeer who ſuperviſes 
the Work, who muft be a Grecian, by a ſpe- 
cial Privilege granted ro that Nation by our 
Munificent Emperors; becauſe the Mines of 
Silver and Gold; are within rhe Limits of 
the Grecian Empire. So that- none but Greeks 
are admitted. ro /affift. at this: curious Arti. 
fice. 

The Preſident is oblig'd every New Moon 
to ſend intothe Serai/ Ten Thouſand Zequins 
of Gold, and Twenry Thouſand in vulver, 
For ſuch is the Pleaſure of the: Great Sultan, 
that the. Royal Palace ſhould always abound 
with fair New Money. 


Sage 
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Sage Muu, aſſure thy ſelf, that Conftanti- 
nople 1s the Grand Treaſury, Exchequer, or 
Bank of the whole Earth: where all the 
Riches of the Ea#, We#, North and South, 
and of the.Seven Climates, are refunded, and 
laid up,:as in their proper Centre. Bur I 
have more to ſay in another Letter concern- 
ing this Glorious Ciry. Only Time juſt now 


4 gave me a Prick with the End of his Scythe, 


ro pur me in mind of an Urgent Afﬀair, nor 
ro be neglected this Moment, Wherefore, 
in Haſte, Adieu. 


Paris, 1ſt. rf the 8th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1673. 


THE END. 
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